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Letters
" Why Not?"
Just to thank you for your article
"Why Not?" (Youth 85 March issue). It
helped me and encouraged me not to
easily quit but to try to solve [m y
prob lems), and to read more of your
articles.
P.c. Pacchunga
Mizoram, India
"The Wonderful World
Tomorrow - and You"
I enjoyed [Herber t W . Armstrong's]
article, "The Wonderful World Tomorrow - and You" in the Febru ary Youth
85.
I also liked the article by Lynn
Marshall I" 'S ix Months That Changed
My Life' " ]. Even though I'm 14, I do
think about my married life in the future.
I really haven't taken the time to really
appreci ate what my mother does for me.
I complain almost always with having to
help with the housework, but didn 't
realize how lucky I am. I . . . probably
wouldn 't be able to handle cleaning the
house all by myself for even three days. I
guess I have a lot of character left to
build .
Angela Lees
Lafayette, Indiana
Posters
Thanks so much for the article " Who's
That Hanging on Your Wall?" in the
May edition. It gave me a new
understanding of my posters . I have two
posters of basketball stars. Those posters
have really inspired me to put out my
best for everything I do. The rest of my
poste rs are of an imals . They help me to
appreciate nature. I don't get to see much
of it since we moved in town . Again I
want to thank you for the wonderful
article.
Melissa Seachord
Dallas, Texas
"Beware of Mistaken Identity"
I would like to thank everyone who
helps put together Youth 85 . I especially
appreciate Mr. Dexter H. Faulkner's
article "Beware of Mistaken Identity" in
the February issue. It 's helped me to
understand why my mother was so strict
about not letting my sisters and I wear
our brothers' clothing. She was most
particular about the buttons being on the
right side for boys and the left side for
girls .
Mother hasn't yet had time to read the
article but when she does I can just hear
(Continued on page 25)
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By Herbe rt W. Armstrong
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Is there a way y ou can learn not merely how to earn a
living, but how to LIVE?

I•

W hen thi s work of God
was only about two years

s a m an trul y educa ted unle s s he
kn ows WH AT HE
I S ? And unle s s he
kn ow s WHY he i s ,
whether there is any
purpo se o r meanin g to
life, a n d wh at th at is?
And u nl ess he knows
where he is g o ing in th e
e n d? A n d unl e s s h e
knows t he tru e values
from t he fa lse a nd T HE
WAY t o s uc h des ired
conditi o n s as peace,
h ap p in e s s , p r o speri ty
and t h e enj oyable,
pleasan t a nd interesting
life ?
R ight now man y high

I
I

under way -

in E uge ne, O regon, and I
was , most of th e time,

preach ing in evangelist ic
ca m paig ns

school se niors are fac ing
1

the problem of whet her to
go on to college - and if
so, which co llege. If I were a
young m an or yo u ng woman

facing th at question, I' m very
sure -

knowing w hat I know
that I would want to know

now which college or u niversity teac hes th ese thi ngs. I'm su re I'd wa nt
to attend th e school of higher
learni ng th at would teach me not
merel y how to earn a living pardon me, I mean an existence

- b ut t he one that would teach
me HOW T O LI VE !

o r th ree -

D id you ever wonder wh y it is

that nearl y everybody wan ts to
live a li fe th at is ple a sing,
enjoyable, interest ing - without
boredom, ac hes, pains, suffering
o r unple asan t e nvi ro nme nts o r
circumst ances ?

a bo u t

s ix

nigh ts a wee k, broadcasting every S u nday, ed it ing
and mi meographing The
Plain Truth, and co unseling with scores of people,
I fo u n d t he n e ed o f
so me t h i ng re laxi ng so met hing to ge t my mind
for a little while off these
ser ious problem s and t his
dri ving act ivity. My wife
Loma D . A rmstrong and I
found a t ot al change ,
ment a ll y , in a tt e nd in g
o c cas io na l b a sketball
games at the U niversity of
Oregon basketball pavilion, MacArthu r Court. At
th at time the U nivers ity
of Oregon had a team of sophomores and o ne senior that loo ked
like a "come r."

A nd su re en o ugh, in th eir
senior yea r these boys we nt on to
win t he fi rst nat iona l cham pionship - late winter of 1939. T hat ,

A nd yet, nearl y everyone ex pe-

was th e first year the Natio nal ~

riences a HU l"\ G ER for som ething

and yet,

Collegiate At hlet ic Associatio n ~
(NCAA) had a nat iona l play-off]

somehow, he ne ver fi nds it except
at brief i nte rvals that never seem
to last.

leading to a national cham pion- ~
shi p.
~0
•
A t suc h ga mes one will see ~

that will reall y

SAT ISFY;
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Nearly everyone wants a life that is pleasing,
enjoyable, interesting. And y et, nearly ev eryone experiences
a hunger for something that will really satisfy . Why?

,.
J

,I
I

I

thousands being thrilled by sci ntillat ing play . A re these basketball fans enjoying life? If you as k
them, at the moment , the answer

m ight be, "You bet!" Are they
bored ? Not d uring the excitement of t he game! Do t hey fee l a
so rt of ment a l , emo tiona l o r

spiritual hu nger ? Not duri ng the
t h rill of the game.
But after the game then
wh at ? Why, a fte r the game is
ov e r a nd t he fans h ave go ne
h ome, d o the y e xperience a
letdown - until the next game,
or the next experience of some
pleasure?

I got to wonderi ng. After the
game, I don 't experience any

letdown. I don 't have to suffer the
experie nce of E M P TINESS, boredom or this sort of sou l hu nger w hatever it is un til the next

entertainment ! ALL

graduating fr om hig h school, I'd
look for the college or universit y
that would teach me WHAT I am ,
WilY a nd wh at are the TR U E
v ALU ES. I'd want to learn somet hing more than me rely a profess io n fo r ear ni ng an inc om e.
Mo ne y can't buy ha ppiness or
conte ntment, or t he thi ngs tha t
C O :"Tl N U A L L Y,
rea lly sat isfy wit hout ever a letdown.
A nd I not only kn ow t hese
answe rs, but I know also that
there is onl y O S E P LA C E O S
EA RTH where a stude nt may learn
these a n swers th at a r e wort h
more than all the mone y in t he
world .
But , for that mat ter, when you
learn these answers a nd apply
them, you don't have to wo rry
a bou t m oney for the ve ry
a pp lica t ion of t hese principles
brings economic sec urity .
T he on ly academic institutions
o n eart h that teach t hese MOST
I M P O RT A NT areas of knowledge
a re the two Ambassad or College
cam puses of Pasade na, Californ ia,
a nd Big S andy, T exas.
People remark that they never
have seen suc h a happy atm osphe re as the Ambas sador College campuses.
"Why, all your stud ents seem
to reall y enjoy life," they say.
" T hey seem a live, a lert, fu ll of
spa rk and interes t - and H AP -

TH E TIM E!

py!"

exci ti ng e n tert a in me nt. A s a

mailer of fac t , I find my life
interesting , invigorating, sti mulati ng, satisfying and abundant at
a ll tim es ! It is tremendo us ly
exciting at times . But it is never
boring, never dull, never d iscontented!

WH Y? What's the difference?
I know wh at's the d ifference. I
want to tell you wh at it is.
The answer is bou nd up in the
questions I as ked a t the beginning
of this art icle.
I have learned W H AT man IS !
I h ave learned
that man was put on

t hi s ea r t h fo r a
P URPOS E , a n d I
have learned what
that purpose IS ! I
have learned H O W
to fulfill it. I have
lea rned W H AT the
true values are, and
what are the fal se.
And I have learned
the sec re t of a full,
a bu nda nt, interesting , enjoyable life!
Not me rely dur ing
a basketball ga m e
or some occasional

I

Should life be e xc iting an d interesting
only at time s? Le a rning how to live. th e
purpose of human life and the sec ret of
full. abu ndant. inter e sting. e njoya ble life
this is edu cation for life with no
let downs . (P hoto by Natha n Fa ulkne r)

I h a v e learned
T H E W AY to peace
of mi nd, to invigor atin g , satis fy ing ,
a lways interest in g
I
ha ve
li vin g .
learned WHY I a m here, W HERE I
am going a nd TH E WAY to get
there. I'm on m y way there now,
and the journey is more inte resting than I can tell yo u! There' s
never a letdown. T here used to be
years ago, before I lea rned
these answers. But not an ym ore!

Yes, if I were a you ng ma n
2
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"You're righ t," I reply. "They
DO a nd they A RE!"
But don' t t hi nk you already
kn ow the fu ll reason wh y. You
d on't!
I t hought I did ; ye t I did not
kn ow the full a nswer until rece ntly. When we STOP GR O W ING
in know ledge, we' re through . I
don 't propose to be th ro ugh yet
- if keepi ng my m ind open to
new truth, when it is PR O V ED to
be trut h, will keep me going. I
think I can guarantee the answer
will surprise you. 0

•
1
"
By Clayton Sleep

It's true! There is something that works better than "chemicals"
- and without any bad side effects.
aybe you yourself are
not a user of drugs,
tobacco or alcohol. But
chances are you know
someone who is.
Chances are you know where

these " c hem icals" are available. Chances are you know
who in your school or neighborhood has them . Most young
people do or could easily find
out if they wanted to.
It is actually surprisingly sim-

pIe in many areas to obtain these
substances. Those who have used

them are aware that they can
make a person feel high. At teast
for a while. That's one of the
main reasons so many people are

attracted to them. They like the
SEPTEMBER

3

....

----

fee lings they may e xperience by
using them.
Another of the reasons young
people star t using drugs, tobacco
or a lco hol is that they want to do
wh at frie nds do. They want to be
accepted by t he c ircle they travel
in . Th is is a po werful force, as
you well know .
A third reason is t he example
s h o w n by m any a d ult s . On
televisio n, in the movies or even
in person, young people often see
ad u lts gett ing d ru nk,
smoki ng, usi ng d rugs
o r po p p in g p i ll s of
some kind.
Besid es that, wh o is
it that grows the tobacco and m arkets it in its
va r io us form s ? Who
m akes the drugs and
opera tes the s m ugg ling
rings ? Who produces
the alcohol a nd promo tes it s o v e r us e?
Mostly ad ults, unfortunately . That's no excuse for young people
t o b e c o m e invo lved,
b ut it happens to be a
fact.
What t he ad ult generation s ho u l d be
s howing the youn ger
ge ner at ion is th at there
is a better way, that
there is som et hing better than depending on
so
chemical s. Youth 8 5 is
d oing just that.
The simpl e truth is
t hat there is a way o f
life t hat is so enjoyable
a n d r e w a r d i n g t hat
those who live that way
have no need to depend
on c hem icals. This is
t he wa y of life desig ned by t he God who made and
rules the universe. H e c reated
human beings. He knows wh at is
good for us. T o help us live the
wa y th at produces peace a nd
happiness, He gave us H is law s.
Those who live G od's way of
life kn ow it is better because:
It makes you feel good deep
down inside. It is genuine. The
fee ling produced by dru gs and
such stimulants is ar tificial. It is a
physica l, c he m ic a l reaction . It
4
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doesn't come from within , from
the heart.
T here is no letdown. The good
feeling G od 's way gi ves is lasting.
It d oesn 't we ar off. It keeps
gettin g better a nd s tronger. T he
enj oyment chemicals give only
lasts for a s ho r t time - a few
minu tes or hours. Then it dies off
and a pe rson feel s down agai n ma y b e even m o re d o wn th a n
before .
It gives you peace of mind. Y es,

a lcoho l. God 's way is without
•
prrce.
It doesn't dama ge your health.
N ew evide nce is cons tantly being
u nc overed that c he m icals can
cause canc e r. he a r t problems,
nerve damage a nd a whole long
list of bad sid e effects, not to
mention inj ur ies su ffe red from
acci d e n ts whi le und e r the influence .
It' s not wo rth it. You only have
one body . Wh y ru in it? Wh y
m ake yourself sick and
old looki ng before your
time ? G od 's way shows
h ow to improve and
preserve health .
It won't blow your
br ain . G od' s w a y
makes yo u feel sharp
and ale rt a nd ready to
de al w ith rea lit y.
C hem icals dull a nd can
perm anently damage
the mind. People often
use them because they
are a fraid a nd want to
e scape th e ir f e ars .
When G od is on yo ur
s i de, however, yo u
d on't have to be afraid
J
of anyt hing .
It prepares you for
tbe future. The fu ture
is co m i n g . It ' s n o t
possible to hide from it
There is a way of life
or prepare for it by
ove rdos ing o n chemienjoyable and rewarding
c al s. A n y wh o are
thin kin g o f o n e day
that there 's no need to
finding a good job, for
depend on chemicals!
example, need to ask
t hem selv e s : W ho is
going to hire a drug
a dd ict , a drun k o r
someone whose health
has been ru ined b y
s moking? W ho is going
peace of m ind because yo u know
to hire someone who didn't get
good grades because his or her
you a re doing ri ght. Peace o f
mind because yo u can rel y on
mind was dulled so much of the
G od' s help whenever yo u need it ,
time by chemicals ?
G od's way of life prepares a
if yo u a re seeking to live H is way .
Th at is c o m for ting t o kn ow.
pe rso n for the fut u re in the
C hem icals don' t give any peace of
present world and also for a n even
mind . Wh at th e y produce is
g rea t e r future i n the world
t om orr ow . Learn a bo u t that
fee lings of g u ilt a nd sham e aft e r
fut ure. Keep read in g Youth 8 5 1
they wear off.
It is fr ee. M one y, lo t s of
G od's way assures happi ness
a nd well-being . It is far better
money, is spent in order t o
s m o ke , u se d ru g s a nd m is use
th an chemicals ca n ever be. 0

By Bernard W. Schnippert

wasn't at the top of my
class in high school, but
I wasn't at the bottom
either, so apparently the
teachers thought some students knew even less than I
did!

,

Now that's scary!
Because, looking back, there
are many things that I didn't
learn in high school vitally
important things. Things that can
make the differen ce between
happiness and total frustration in
life.
And what's worse, I wasn't the
only one who didn't learn these
things. Even those who graduated
ahead of me weren't taught them,
because my sc hoo l made abso-

M y school did indeed teach me
all the usual subj ects, like reading, writing and arithmetic. But I
have had to find out , to my
dismay , that m y sch ool didn't
even claim to teach some of the
most important things I should
have learned somewhere along
the way.
Like what?
It just comes naturally?

Well, like how to date, for
example. Oh, I know that you
m ay not think that an ybody needs
to be taught how to date. After all
it just comes naturally, doesn 't it ?
Most people seem to think so.
They just ch arg e in and st ar t
dating as soon as their parents say
the y can. But to be frank, dating

lutel y no attempt to teach these
important things.
Please don't get me wrong . M y
schoo l w as first-rate , and many o f
my teachers were excellent. And,

most probabl y, if m y former
teachers were writing thi s article
instead of me, they would have a
few suggest ions a bou t h ow I
c ou ld have d one a bit better
myself.
Y our sc hool pr obably doesn 't tea ch yo u
how to date or be a g o od husband, wife
or parent . But you d on 't have t o learn
by trial and error!

,

I

is complicated business and is full
of potential dangers (s u c h as
having a miserable time, being
pressured into sexual experimentation and the traumas of roman-

tic involvement) ,
And when you stop and think
about it. sooner or later someone
you date will wind up marrying
you. That makes it a pretty
important subject, I think. But
although I took advanced mathematics in high school, " Beginner's Dating lOl" wasn't so much

as li sted on the sched ule of
classes, A pity,
Another subject I didn't get in
high school was how to be a
husband . Once again, I suppose,
everybod y (including m yself)
took it for granted that being a
good husband " j us t
com es naturally ." It
doesn't.
To be honest, it can
be far eas ier to find
the area of your house ~
in s q u a re feet o r s
meters than it is to ~
find the right way to ~
treat y o u r wife or ~
hu sband in o rder to ~
build a solid home. I g
suppose that is why we ~
have s o many ni ce ~
hou ses but so few good E
homes and happy marriages. You don't have it

-

*
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M y sch oo l didn't even claim
to teach so me of the most important
things I sh o u ld h ave learned ...

I

to pass a course in marriage to get
your high school d iploma.
Anot her su bj ect I m issed in
high sc hool was how to be a good
paren t and raise nice kids . Thinking back , it' s no wonder that we
didn 't have a required cou rse in
raisi ng children. After all, billions
of people have had billions of kids
over thousands of years of the
earth's history and nobody ever
had to pass a test in child-reari ng
skills before being allowed t o
have them .
Still, the mere fact that ot her
people have had kids and their
kids grew u p OK (most of them,
that is), isn't a big confidence
bu ilder when you fin all y have a
baby of you r own who cries its
lu n gs out a t 2 a .m. fo r no
apparent reason .
It would have been nice for m y
high school to at least ac knowledge the overwhelm ing odds that

someday I would be a parent and
may want to know j ust a bit about
what to do with a young child.
After all, why should I be able to
calculate the com pound ed interest of the hospital bill for my
daughter's birth (and round it
down to the nearest thou sand th of
a doll ar, no less) and yet not know
how to change a di aper when my
wife goes to the sto re?
Wars in the neighborhood

Still another t hing I d idn ' t
learn in high school was how to
get alo ng with m y neig hbors .
S ure, back in social stud ies class
we sat arou nd and di scussed the
wh ys a n d w here fores o f the
various wars occurring in farflung corners of the g lobe. And,
to be fran k, most of us thou ght
t hat these nations were silly for
figh ting, and that, if we were one
of the leaders, we would be able
t o m ake p e a c e
qu ick ly.
Well, maybe we
could make peace
with

D o e s yo ur school te a ch yo u h ow to
get a long with yo ur ne ighbors? Socia l
st udi e s cla sse s te ach us a bout
confl ict s a round th e worl d, but w he re
c a n we le a rn how to make pe a c e ?
(Phot o by W arre n W a t son)

6
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s o m eo n e

halfw ay a r o u n d
the world . Bu t,
believe me, trying
not to fight with a
ne i g h b o r
n e xt
d oo r whose dog
howls all night or
wh o plays music
loudly till 3 a .m. is
tough indeed. A nd
that is not to ment i on those kids
n e xt d oor w ho
c o n s ta n t ly fight
with m y child ren.
I wish I could have learn ed t he
keys to help me solve t he wars
rig ht here in my neighborhood .
M ay be th e bi ggest thing I
d id n' t learn in high school was
this: Why am I alive? Once again,
it j ust seemed that everyone took
for granted that you knew why
yo u we re a li ve what t he

purpose of life is - and we d id n' t
need to have it explained to us.
O r else everyone just assumed it
did n't matter .
A ll I can say for sure is that my
high school took great pains to
teach me to read and write and
count and understand geography
and social stud ies and an awful lot
m or e , wi th ou t e ve r ge tt i ng
around to telling me why I was
alive in the first place. ( For more
about this, read " Ed ucat ion for
Life" on page I. )
Perhaps with furt her thought I
could come up with eve n more
su bj ects that I di d n' t learn in
high school. But you get t he id ea .
The poin t is t his: M y school
taught me how to earn a living,
bu t d idn't teach me how to live!
Do you know why ? I d o. And I
do n' t blame m y oid teachers one
bit. One of the reasons they did
not teach me how to d ate, how to
be a good husband or how to be a
good pare nt was because mos t of
them did n't know how to do these
t hi ngs themselves. No body, it
seems, ever told t hem eit her!
I did eventually learn about a
lot of t hese thi ngs (although I am
sti ll learning, too) because I went
to Ambassado r College whe re,
be lieve it o r no t , t he re a re
lectures on these very su bjects .
But don't conclude from this
that high school is a total failure
and that I am suggesting quitting
now before you waste any more
t ime. I am n ot. Quite the
contrary, you desperately need to
know how to read and writ e and
count and understand science and
lots of other t hings they do teach
you in high school and college. It
is just that high school sim ply
doesn' t go far enough to teach
you abou t the ot her, vital and
important aspects of how to live
t hat I have mentioned here.
So what are you to do?
T he first thi ng to do is to grasp
this central point: You do not
learn everything in high school
t ha t you will need t o live a
successful life. In fact, you do not
learn virt ually anyt hi ng about
m ost o f th e m os t im port a n t
su bjects .
Second, resolve now to learn
(Continued on page 26)
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While the General Assembly meets, a statue
outside of UN headquarters pictures Isaiah 's
prophecy of swords being made into plowshares .

ance
,

• The wounds of World War
" had just begun to heal when
the world's nations pledged "to
save succeeding generations
from the scou rge of war, which
twice in our lifetimes has
brought sorrow to mankind."
With those words, the United
Nations was born 40 years ago.

,

How effective has the UN
been? Jnits economic, social
and humanitarian efforts,
backers claim, the UN has
scored many successes.

But its critics are quick to
point out that in its primary
mission - keeping the world
peaceful - the track record
isn't as good . Today, about 40
major and minor conflicts rage
around the globe, involving more
than four million sold iers
directly in combat.
To help achieve its goals, the

UN has six major parts, all
headquartered in New York City
except the International Court of
Justice, which is in The Hague,
Netherlands, The UN now has
159 member nations around the
world .
But some say their efforts
have been in vain . Since its
founding 40 years ago, more
than 100 armed conflicts have
killed roughly 16 million people.
"Since the end of the Second
World War there has not been a
single day which the world was
free of war," says Dr. Frank
Barnaby, former director of the
Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute.
Will the UN's goal of world
peace ever be achieved?
Inscribed on a marble wall at
UN headquarters in New York
City is a portion of the prophecy

of Isaiah 2:4, symbolizing the
ultimate goal of the U nited
Nations:

'They shall beat their swords
into plowshares, and their spears
into pruninghooks : nation shall
not lift up sword against nation,
neither sh all they learn war any
more."

The first portion of this
prophecy - not quoted on the
marble wall - provides the
answer to how worldwide peace
and prosperity will ultimately be
achieved : "He [God] shall judge
between the nations, and shall
rebuke many people ..."
If you would like to read more
about this subject, write for our
free booklet, World Peace How It Will Come. Our address
is on the inside front cover.
By Gene Hogberg and Ron
To th D
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Cocaine:It's Not aHarmless High
• How much do you know
about cocaine ? Try this quick
true-false test:
1. Cocaine is not addictive.
2. Because of its cost, cocaine
is used mostly by rich people.
3. Cocaine has few side
effects.
4. Cocaine use is declining.
How did you do ? Would you
be surprised to learn that none of
the above statements are true?
While cocaine was once so
expensive that only few could
afford it, cocaine costs have come
down so far that virtually anyone
can readily buy it.
Costs have fallen so far that
today it's actually cheaper in
some areas of the world to
purchase a gram of cocaine th an
to buy an ounce of marijuana.
The U.S. National Institute on
Drug Abuse reports that 17
percent of U .S. teenagers used
cocaine at least once during 1983
and that cocaine use among teens
is still ri sing. In Australia and
Europe, drug experts fear a
parallel rise in cocaine use.
Many teens extensively using
cocaine say they do so because of
its euphoric high and seem ingly

I

•

I

I

enhanced sense of awareness.
However, tolerance builds
after repeated use of cocaine and
a higher quantity is required to
maintain the initial high. As
more is taken, both psychological
and physical problems develop.
Sleeplessness, acute anxiety,
lack of hunger, paranoia, nausea
and chills are but a few of the
symptoms that appear during
cocaine addiction.
When serious users begin
experiencing these symptoms,
they often turn to other drugs to
help settle the jitters and shakes.
More than 90 percent of users
who call a toll-free hot line in
the U n ited States,
800-COCAINE (800-262-2463) ,
say they use a variety of drugs to
combat the severe reactions
brought by extensive cocaine use.
A s cocaine addiction grows
within an individual, he or she
often resorts to sell ing
possessions or stealing to find
enough money to continue
buying the drug.
Despite the initial belief
among cocaine users that they
can handle it, infrequent cocaine
use often quickly grows into

~ r-------------------------------'
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Part of the explosion in cocaine sales can be blamed on rock
cocaine - pure cocaine treated to form hard chunks or
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rocks that sell for about $25 each .
A rock house, a heavily fortified building used to sell
rock cocaine, can earn its owner up to $70,000 a week .
With this kind of money at stake, it's not surprising that
in most cities with rock houses the crime rate has soared as
rival gangs fight for control of the rock cocaine trade.
In Los Angeles, California, the police have begun using a
tanklike battering ram to gain entry to the heavily fortified
and armed rock houses.
The ram has cut down on the number of rock houses , but
has not cut the cocaine trade much - just moved it
elsewhere. As Lt. J .R . Schiller of the Los
Angeles
Police
Department
said, "The
drug level is st ill at an astronomical
amount." . - By Lowell Wagner Jr. 0

addiction . E xperts report that
tccn cocaine users develop severe
cocaine-related problems in a
little more th an one year of use.
If you now use the drug, or
have famil y members who use
cocaine, real ize the seriousness of
cocaine use and get help
immediately. Talk to your
parents and ask for their help
and understanding. Educate
yourself to the dangers of
cocaine use. Don't unwittingly
become a tragic statistic in
today's cocaine catastrophe!
By Michael A. Snyder 0

The Sky's
the Limit
• Chicago's Sears Tower, at
1,4 54 feet (436 meters, 110
stories) is the world's tallest
building (shown at right). But
people are looking past the Sears
tower - dreaming of buildings
150, 200 or even more stories.
One of the biggest problems
with buildings this high is
elevators . In a su pe r- t a ll
building, they would eat up
huge amounts of space. To
make room for them, some
architects feel , elevators
would have to be s e lf propelled and be able to
jump back and forth
between hoistways.
Wind is the next big
hurdl e . It can cau se tall
buildings to sway back and forth ,
causing wall s to c rack and
elevators to bang against their
shafts. It can also cause people in
the building to get seasic k. And
who wants to rent an office that
makes you seas ic k ?

- .,

)

Architects have been able to
minimize the effects of wind on
today' s skysc rapers by using
designs that stiffen the buildings .
But for the taller ones now being
designed, imaginative new ways
to cut down on the effects of
wind will be needed .
Beyond these technical
difficulties, though, are som e
more mundane problems - from
zoning laws to paying for the
whole thing.
But all these problems won't
stop the architects. As New
York architect Vincent
DeSimone told the
New York Times, HI
could come up with
6,000 reasons why this
is an improbable,
impetuous,
unsound building,
but we're an
industry of
. .
"
optimists.
So they keep
dreaming of taller
buildings.
Architect Robert
Sobel has done
studies to see
just how tall a
building can go.
HWe did 500
stories, but there
is no reason why
we couldn't go
1,000 or more
stories." - By
Lowell Wa gn er
Jr. D

CanYon
Speak
apanglish?
• It's hot out - the
hottest day of the year.
You've been working
hard . You're tired,
you 're hot and, most
of all , you're thirsty.
You stagger into the
kitchen, reach into
the refrigerator and
grab a can of Sweat.
Sweat? Indeed .
Pocari Sweat, to be
precise. It's a madein-Japan, lemon-lime
flavored drink. It's great stuff
when you're hot and ...
What's that? You say you
wouldn't drink anything called,
of all things, Sweat?
Well, you're not alone. When
the makers of Pocari Sweat first
sold it in the United States, they
were puzzled by the slow sales .
Then someone discovered that
in English the word sweat is not
considered an appetizing
description for a beverage.
Today, the Japanese are still
guzzling their Pocari Sweat
while Americans drink Pocari.
This is one of the most famous
examples of a language people
call " J apa nglish " - not quite
Japanese, but not quite English.
The Japanese love English.
They put it everywhere and use
it in some amazing ways.
OK, some examples: A
television show called Mu sic
Tomato Japan . A restaurant that
promises, " Y ou can wining and
dining." In the display window at
a men' s clothing store, a sign
proclaims, "M en enjoying the
liberty mind to change in to the
enriched time." A store called

Japanglish is everywhere in
Japan as these packages
- with their Japanese and
English side by side show . At left, Pocari Sweat
before and after . (Photos by
Kevin Blackburn)

Dynamic Franchise Chain
System No. 36." A sweat shirt
bearing the words, "Pumpkin
C ry WA! Escape Safely."
Then there are the product
names - a soup called
" K itc hy," a candy named
" Carap" and a chocolate bar
called "Crunky" - not to
mention some of the amusing
ones in the above photo.
Lest we non-Japanese get too
bigheaded about all this, let's
not forget Pepsi's goof in
Taiwan . They mistranslated
their "Come Alive With Pepsi"
ad so that it came out "Pepsi
Brings Your Ancestors Back
From the Dead ."
And there is also the U .S .
government official who, trying
to tell a crowd of Peruvian
leaders that he was embarrassed
by his poor command of
Spanish, instead announced he
was pregnant.
FaJr from bdein~ embarrassed, ~
t h e apanese on t even seem to
notice. They just seem to be
having a lot of fun with this
language called "Japanglish."
By Lowell Wagner Jr . D
HZOO
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By Graemme J . Marshall

Shyness -

the pros, the cons and tips on using it to your advantage.

f y o u ' v e ever been

•

c alled s hy, you know it
doe sn 't sound like a
c ompliment.
It o fte n star ts when you' re
ve ry yo u ng . S omeone s ays
you' re " q u iet," a nd from then
o n yo u car ry the label shy .
Y ou e nd up believing th at
you' r e below avera ge in social
a nd conversat io na l skills.
But bein g th ought of as shy has
a positive side, alt houg h there are
pitfalls to avoid.
What is shyness ? For many
10
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people it suggests bei ng difficult
to approac h, hard to get to know,
ret iring or reserved in natu re,
being uncomfortable in the presence of others.
Yet man y people who have
been ca lled shy wou ld point out
th is u n easin e ss is o nl y with
st rangers, not with fri ends. For
some, shyness only ca uses mild
discom fort, whil e for ot hers it
results in unreasonable fears.
It's un iversal

M ost people ex perience shyness at some point in their lives.

Young people have more of a
pro blem wit h it because often
ad ult s ha ve learned how t o
overcome or to mask their youthful fears. But many ad ults go
t hrough life affl icted by it.
S hy people ge ne rally find it
difficult to interact with ot hers
socially. T hey often fi nd it difficult to make " small talk." add ress
a group, dan ce or handle a formal
dinner occasion with ease. Some
blu sh , so me feel int im idat ed ,
while othe rs may go to the other
extreme of becom ing offensive in

(Co ntinued on page 29)

Lavishing their masters with
love and loyalty pets have a lot to share!
t was a t the chill of dawn. The sun's
bright g lo ry r o se f ro m b ehind the
mountains , clearing the m ist from the
valley below.
A n A us t r a lian grazier (ranche r) m ounted his
h or s e a nd ro de a way fr om hi s hill side
h ome ste ad fo llow e d c lose ly b y h is f a ithful
b order coll ie shee p d o g.

I

T here was nothing unusu al about th is part icular

morn ing. This bachelor g razie r often started his d ay
t his wa y. T od ay he was headi ng out to m uste r
(ro und up) the sheep in a faraway past ure.
T he morning was tu rning into a g lo rious, sunny

day. T he d ew shining on the g ree n g rass a nd the
sweet scent of t he yellow wattle tree blossoms made
hi m feel good to be alive . H e urged h is horse to a
slow gallo p down a ge ntle, g rassy slope to head off a
flock of sheep.
S uddenly h is horse's hoof we n t in to a concealed
rabbit hole, send ing the horse and rider somersault -

ing down the slope. The horse got to its feet unhurt.
But its ri de r had a brok en leg and spina l injuri es that
te mpo ra ri ly pa ra-

lyzed h im.
For three days a nd
nights the man lay
t her e

,

un abl e

to

m ove . Hi s fa it hfu l
d og stayed wit h hi m,
lying on h im to keep
hi m warm during th e
cold nigh ts.
In the heat of the
d ay, the dog wou ld
make freq uent tri ps

By Lyn n Ma rshall
found by searchi ng neighbors, and on a doctor's
examina tion was fou nd to be, apart from hi s injuries ,

in remarkably good cond itio n for the time he had
spe nt ex posed to t he harsh elemen ts of the so u thern
A ust ra lian cl imate. Thanks to a loyal , inte llige nt
sheep dog!
A story of sacrifice

T he scene c hanges to t he northe rn e nd of the vas t
A us tralian cont inen t to th e tro pical Gulf
Cou ntry.
The day was one of t hose u nbearably hot ones
w hen aro und th e hu sh o f noon everythi ng slows to a
com plete halt.
After a hard morning's muste rin g, a g razier

decided to rest h is herd of cattle in a cool, shad y a rea
by a riverba nk. Leavin g hi s d og , R ex, to keep a

to a nea rb y wa te r

hole. There he would
swim and then, witho u t sha k i ng th e
wate r off, race back to his master

a n d la y ac ross hi s c hest ena bl ing th e injured m an to suck

the water fr om hi s coat. Then the
dog wou ld shake himself over his
master' s body to keep hi m cool as
th ere was no shade w here he lay

immobilized .
T he grazie r was even t ually
Ever wond e r w hy d o gs ha ve b ee n
ca lle d man ' s b e st fr iend ? It 's b e c a use
th e y ha ve often dis p layed so me o f the
p o siti ve cha rac ter t rait s w e a dm ire
most in our fri end s. (Ph oto s by N a th an
F aulkner)
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So met h in g about
the lo yalty and self-sacrifice of
a n im a ls touches the h eart.
watchful eye o n them, he went off for a refreshing
•

sWim.

The man was only in the water a few minutes
when h e heard hi s d og barking franticall y a nd
running u p a nd down the bank. The dog then
jumped into the river and swam ou t toward his
master. This was most unusual. for Rex was not a
lover of water.
Looking a rou nd , the gra zier saw what fir st
a ppeared to be a log floating toward him, but to his
horror he reali zed it was a huge crocodile. He knew
he had little chance of out swim m ing the crocodile,
but he put everything into that fr antic dash to
shore.
The grazier did reach t he riverbank, but looking
back he realized why the crocodile hadn't caught up
with him.
His dog had bravely swu m out
in fr ont of the crocodi le to
intercept long e no ugh for his
master to reac h safety. Bu t now
Rex was in the jaws of t he
m ass ive rept ile. As t he man
watc hed helplessly from the bank
the c rocod ile su b m e rg ed . The

Elephant s have been known to test
new work ers' c ha rac te r. H orse s c a n
te a ch us man y important th ing s too.
(Photo s by H a l F inc h and G .A.
Bellu che Jr.)
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man knew he wouldn't see his brave little fr iend Rex
again.
These movin g examples are tru e stories. They are
just two among many thou sands of sim ilar stories
that could be told fro m aro und the world .
There is som e t h ing a bo u t the loyalty and
self-sac rifice of ani mals that touches the human
heart. There is much we can lea rn from the a nim al
world.
Dogs , as we have seen, have a lot to share. H orses
too ca n teach much fro m the way they can be trained
to j um p obstacl es much h igher than the mselves and
at times with enormou s widths. Or calmly handle
cross-country courses over st re n uous, difficult and
often frightening j um ps.
Genuineness
While humans a re sometimes easily deceived by
someone pretending to be some thi ng he or she is not,
ani mals seem to know by instinct whether a human
is genuine or not. An animal will not respond in the
same way to a trainer working just for the money, as
it would to a trainer wh o creates a partnership with
the animal, win s its fr iend ship a n d bases the
relationship on respect , not fear.
N o l iv in g b ein g in a stres s
situation, whether human or anim al, can listen to much beyond
it s fears.
Genu ine traine rs - especially
those of la rge animals suc h as
elephants or horses - realize that
force and cruelty will not bring
the desired result of a rel ax ed ,
happy performing animal. They
realize that to ge t the most from
t he a nimals, they have to fi rst
gain their trust. Then they as k for
obedience.
W ith animals, t rus t a nd obedience go hand in hand . Anim als
at
will do a mazing th in g s times seemi ngly far beyond the
lim its of physical e ndurance for owners and trainers who have
(Continued on pag e 24)
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Sometimes it can seem like a world wit hout friendships. What
should we do when we need a friend?
n e e d som e o n e t o
t a l k t o , " s h e w rote.
" My two best frien ds d on 't
t a l k t o me a ny m o r e. "
T hi s letter ca m e from a
Youth 85 r e ad er who was
d e p r e s se d . H er f r ie nds h a d
rejec t ed her a nd s h e felt like
s he had no o ne to t urn to.
S he d idn 't know why she felt
this way and she sud denly fou nd
herself a part of t hat big, em pty
world o f lo nel iness . Sh e jus t
need ed a friend .

Some people not only battle
loneliness, they may have poor
health, trou ble with pare nts or
they may have lost me m be rs of
their fam ily.
T hese various types of difficulti es m ust be handled separa tely,
but it's hard to solve any problem
witho u t hel p. Friends are need ed
e v e n m o re w h en tim e s g e t

toug h.
W hy do so many of us fee l all
a lo ne , fr ie nd less a nd d isco u rag ed? Wh y d o we searc h for
fr iendship and come up em ptyhand ed ? How sho uld we go abou t

.

.
gaming and maintai ning friend-

ships ?
A book of answers

Where sho uld we turn to fi nd
the answers to th ese quest ions ?
Wh y not tu r n to someone who
was " w ise r than a ll m en " (I

Kings 4:31 ) ?
A nd t his man , King Solomon, s
gained his insig ht from G od - ~
the wisest being of all.
$
God ta ug ht Solomon
how to be 0,
•
happy by applying God's laws. j,
A nd S olomon wrote this informa- ~
tio n dow n for us to usc. T hat's ~
SEPTEMBER
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If you want a friend, be a
friend. To conquer loneliness, we must
learn to give friendship.

why we can call t he book of
Proverbs a book of answers.
Let 's find the solution t o
loneliness in a few of King
S olomon's great sayings.
If you want a friend ...

I,

I

I

"A man who has friends must
himself be friendly, but the re is a
friend wh o s ticks closer than a
brother" (Proverbs 18: 24) . The
lesson is simple - if you wan t a
friend, be a friend .
Try se nd ing little notes once in
a while j us t to let yo ur friends
know that you care. A tele pho ne
call wi ll accomplis h t he same
thi ng. When yo u do somet hing
that makes you r fri end happy,
wr ite it down and do somet hing
like it agai n later. This will help
keep yo u r friends hip alive .
T he second hal f of this saying
shows us how to gain a t r ue
frie nd. " But t here is a fr iend who
s t ic ks closer t han a brother ."
Who is closer t han a brother ?
Someone who st ic ks with you
w he n everyone else leaves. One
way to find a frie nd is to find
someone who needs a friend.

H ave you ever gone to a party
and see n someone sitting all alone
in the corne r of the room? Maybe
you too were feeling lonely so you
didn't pay much attention to him
or he r. M aybe yo u even went over
to tal k to this person and yet he or
she was quiet or seemed uninterested in you or what yo u had to
say. If you tried and quit, or if
you didn't pay attention to loners,
you did n't get the benefi ts of
Solomon's advice.
A rea l friend doesn' t wai t for
someone to walk u p and say:
" Hey, yo u look like a n u ltrafan tas tic person with a lot of
talent and good looks! W ould you
l ike t he h on o r of b ein g m y
frie nd?" A real fr iend d oesn' t
have ti me to be lonely because he
or s he is too b usy looking for
lonely people to be fr iend ly to.
Ed it or-in -Chief H e rbe rt W .
Armstrong has often said tha t
the re a re two ways of life - give
a nd get. Give is th e way of
outflowing love, helping wi thout
receiving or even expecting anything in ret urn . Get is the way of
take and rece iving wit hou t rea l
concern . T o conq uer lone liness,
we must learn to give friendship .
People who are sick, people
wh o have no close relatives and people who
a re not popular or not
the most attractive
Even in o ur
c ro w de d w orld .
it ' s ea sy t o feel a ll
alone . How c a n
we bui ld
frien dships?

have one thi ng in common lonel in ess. It t ru ly is a crue l
wo rld .
It does n't have to be t hat way
thou gh. Yo u can help by givi ng
you r fr ie ndsh ip to someone in
need . In this way, you not on ly
solve yo ur own problem of loneliness, but yo u help someone else
as well .
Constant friendship
Solomon gives more wisdom
a bo u t f riendship in Proverbs
17:1 7, "A friend loves at all
times, and a brother is born for
advers ity: '
When people leave us (as did
the tw o gi r ls who had more
im portant things to do than s pe nd
t im e with the girl who wrote in) ,
t h e y si m p ly s h o w that they
weren't rea l, true friends .
One o f the tricks to keepi ng
friend s hips a live is to stick with
yo ur fr iends even in tough t imes.
Thi s eve n inc lud e s th e times
when they don't seem to want yo u
arou nd .
When a friend doesn't want u s
near, it doesn't give us an excuse
to reject h im or her. We must
remain fr iendly, no matter how
long it takes. A t rue frien d is
always ready to g ive to those
aro und him or her as soon as
t hey' re ready to let him or her do
so.
As S olomon said later , " Do not
forsake your own friend or you r
father's friend , nor go to you r
brother's house in the day of your
calamity; for better is a neighbor
nearby t han a brother far away"
( P rov e r bs 2 7:10 ) . Stay close
enough to let you r troubled friend
kn ow yo u a re available, and yo u'll
keep him or her as a friend .
Covering faults
HH e who cove rs a transgression
seeks love, but he who repeats a
m atter se pa ra t es the best of
friend s" ( P rover bs 17:9) . Solomon knew that one o f the fastest
ways to lose a friend is to gossip
about his or her fau lts. What if
yo ur frien d rejects yo u ? While
you ' re wa it ing for your frie nd to
come back, do you tell everyone
how bad he or s he is ? W e a ll fa ll
(Continued on p age 25)
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By Frank W. Nelte
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h iS Fea st o f
Tabernacles , get a
picture of what you'll be
doing during the
s oon -c o m i n g 1,000 years of
peace and happiness.
Just what d oes G od have in
sto re for yo u? Y ou need to
know!

assisting Jesus Christ in
governing and teaching that
perfect world. They will see to it
that C hrist's instructions are
carried out to the last detail.
But th ey will not be th e ones to
do the physical building of that
society, nor will they be t he
ones to benefit mos t fro m the

The com in g w orl d
tomorrow

When Jesus C hr ist returns, true C hrist ians will
be c ha n g ed into spirit
beings to rule with C hrist
as kings and priests (Revelation 5: 10). So wh at does
th at make their children ?
W ell, the child re n of kings

A new society

are known as princes and

princesses!

•

So th e child re n of true
C hrist ians can look forward
to being able to hel p and
teach and to be honored by
ot he r humans.
W hat a wonderful world t his
world will become under Christ's
rule: no sickness, no crime. no
poll ution , abundant cro ps, perfect
weather patterns, no wars. no
armies, no host ile animals, happy
families. ( For more info rmatio n
abo ut this, see: " Teen Bible
Study : A S neak Preview" on
page 21 of this issue.)
But have you stopped to
reali ze t hat that wonderful world
tomorrow, t ha t pe rfect society, is
not really for mem be rs of God's
'1 C hurch? It really is for t heir
~ child ren .
:. T he members of God's C hurch
~ will then be spirit beings. They'll
of be part of God's Family,

When other people at the
beginning of the Millennium
find out that a teenager's father
or mother is now a member of
the God Family - when they
discover t hat the teenager
attended God's Church or
st udied the C hurc h's teachings
in this age - then they will
look up to that teenager
to show them the way.
Those teenagers wh o
st rive now to learn God 's
way are then going to be
in high demand!

ideal physical environment.
The actual restoring of the
old wastes, the planting and
reaping of bumper crops and t he
building of beautiful homes an d
cities will be carried out by
humans. And the teenagers fro m
God's Churc h will help lead and
share in th e benefits from that
society.
In Z echari ah 8:23 God talks
about that time: " In those days
ten men from every language of
the nations shall grasp the sleeve
of a J ewish man [fi guratively,
anyo ne following God's way,
Roman s 2:28-29 ], say ing, 'Let
us go with you, for we have
heard th at God is with you.' "

T he Bible shows that
the surface of this earth
will be dramatically
cha nged . Mountains will
be brought low. Land will
•
appear In
many areas now
covered by oceans.
Deserts and polar ice caps
will become fertile and
habi table. T he surface of
this plan et will receive an
incredible face -lifting.
And then God will need
t housands to be pioneers! H ave
you ever envied the pioneers of
yesteryear - like C hristopher
Columbus, Marco Polo, Vasco
da Gama, Captain James Cook
and David Livingstone, to name
j ust a few? Well, t he
ac hieve ments of the pioneers of
tomorrow, who are being trained
today, will pale into
insign ificance anything peopl e in
past ages may have
accompl ished .
Farmland will have to be
opened in new areas where no
human has set foot. With
(Contin ued on p age 8)
FEAST SUPPLEMENT

1

YOU
Essay
Contest

Out of nearly 1,000 entrants,
Philip H elmuth and Minette
Burks were chosen as the
winners of the 1985 YOU Essay
Contes t .
Philip, 19, from Vis ta,
Calif ornia. took firs t place in
the senior division . Minett e. 14,
from Shreveport, Louisiana, won
fi rs t place in the junior division
for the second straight y ear.
Philip 's and Minette's essays
may inspire you to think of why
this world urgently needs the
return of J esus C hrist and th e
beginning of the world tomorrow
that th e Feast pictures .
T hey may a lso get y ou to
thin king about th e j obs y ou
might be d oing to help solve
thes e problems - soon !

•

angeln

By Philip Helmuth

The world we live in today is
desperatel y sick . All around we
see wars, famines, crime,
pollution and depravity. There is
so much wrong and so little right
in the world that I find it hard
to choose just one thing to
change. However. there is one
word that I think could change
the cou rse of history, if not
com pletely, at least enough to
make life more bearable. That
word is: courtesy.
At the risk of oversimplifying
global troubles, I feel every
problem man is plagued with
today could be solved if each
person would be courteous to
those aro u nd him.
Imagine this: You are driving
down a busy st reet at rush hour.
The traffic is crawling at a
snail's pace, yet not one horn is
honking because all the people
know that blaring horns don't
make traffic move fast er. You
park you r car, get ou t and begin
walking down the sidewalk. No
one jostles yo u o r crowds you out
of the way, and when you need
to cross traffic to reach a
doorway, the other pedestrians
make room for you to pass.
Now take that idea a step
furthe r. Imag ine a country where
there is no welfare system
because there is no need for on e.
T he elde rly and the disabled are
cared for by family and friend s.

I,

I
I
I
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C rime is almost nonexistent. J
The citizens have everything
they need. Em ployers pay fair
wages and when som eone is out
of work or having finan ci al
trouble, friends and fam ily help
that person until he is working
again or can su pport himself.
There is no juvenile delinquency
because families are close-knit
and stable.
If you take an environment
like this even further, you begin

to see that nations coexist
peacefull y. W ar is gone because
the governmental leaders know
that it only caus es su fferi ng for
thousands of people in and out
of their own country . Disputes
are instead resolved at a
negotiation table in an
atmos phere of trust and respect.
"But," some people may ask,
"why should I be co urteous to
someone else if he or she is not
courteous to me? " This attitude

Philip Helmuth
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broug ht th e world to th e po int it
is tod ay.
The world at large does not
understand the principle of
giving to others. Being courteous
may not bring a person national
fame and g reat prestige. It
probably won't even earn t hat
person a " t hank yo u." But it
will bring that person a sense of
pe rso nal satisfac tion . He will no
longer need to spe nd his time
thinking of ways to take reven ge
o n people who are not courteo us

•

to him because hi s atti tude will
have c hanged . He co uld even
save a life.
For example, perhaps
someone is making a n illegal
U· tu rn o n a busy s treet. A
discourteous driver may say,

" He deserves whatever he gets,"
and accelerate to try to pass the
other driver. The ot he r driver
may not see him and thus an
accident will follow . A co urteous
d river, on the other hand , may
not like what t he ot he r d river is
do ing , b ut he or she will allow
th at driver to co m plete his turn,
leavin g him a clear path a nd
preventing an accident.
How ever , there is an even
more important reason for being
co urteous . By being co urteous

in mind, thin k the n how much
more widespread the change can
be if 100, 1,000 or even 100,000
people a re living this way. One
hund red t hou sa nd people may
not seem like much in
comparison to t he m assive global
population, bu t eve n a m ighty
redwood tre e must start as a
single cell.
H app iness tends to ru b off on
the people around us, and
co urtesy leads to happiness. We
won't c hange the entire wo rld
by our exam ple, but we ca n
make a positive impression and
ma ke sorneo ne's life better for a
little while. It is t he
respon sibili ty of each of us to do
OU f

best at being courteo us and

to give the world a shining
example to follow.
If the people in th is sick
world learned to be more
courteous. life would improve

for all. Even one person being
courteous can make a di fferen ce
in sorneone's life. O ur only hope
for a co m pletely changed world,
how ever, is the return of Jesus
C hrist , and by ou r prayers and
ou r example to th e world, we
can pave the way for th at better
world and share in its fruits
when it arrives . 0

you are prac ticing the way of

give, a nd the way of give is
God's law.
All of us can rest assured that
no matter how much we are

,

abused or taken advantage of for
our courtesy, we will be
rewarded at a future time
because God has told us so . W e
are to ld by God to be lig hts to
the world and th e best way to
do so is by being co urteo us to
others. Because courtesy is so
lacking in our society, a
co u rt eo us person is like a bright
lig ht shi ning out o f dark ness .
We a re recognized instantly by
ou r good d eeds, and soon people
will begin to see that we are
hap pier and more at peace with
ourselves. They wil l the n want
to capture that happiness for
t hemselves by emu lati ng what
they see, and so the wave of
co u rtesy begins to spread.
In that manner, one person
ca n make a d ifferen ce. With this

close and can share one another's
lives ?
If. tomorrow, I were to get a
phone call a nd the person on t he
ot her end of the line were to tell
me that the world was mine to
do with what I wanted - what
would I ch ange ?
Well, th e re a re innumerable
th ings that could be changed or
completely eliminated in today's
world: d ru nke nness, drug
add iction, abortion, murde r,
broken homes - the list co uld
go on for hours' But I thi nk th at
if I narrowed it down to t he root
of t he problem, the item to
consider would be the current
family concept.
What is a fami ly? A group of
people, related by blood ,
sometimes living toget her,
some times not ? Is it ju st people
who live together but co uld
really care less abo ut one
ano the r?
Certai nly not!
A fam ily, a true family, is a
group of people who love each
other ve ry much and are
individuall y proud to be part of
this wonderfu l gift that God has
g iven us.
Th is change of attit ude wo uld
have to be a universal thi ng.
T here would be little gain
in changi ng only one
family's views, because the
c hild or chi ldre n in this
family co uld be pulled
d own by their pee rs.
I have found th at at
sc hoo l I can usu ally tell
what ty pe of fam ily each student
has come from . The ones from
an insecure fami ly will oft en be
insecure themselves, or th ey will
lean toward unfriendliness or
g rouchiness. In contrast, the
st ude nts who have come fro m a
heal th y fam ily en vironment have
a pos itive outlook on life and are
ge nerally happy people. T his is
the type of atti t ude t hat everyone
should, and could, have.
W hen you stop to t hink a bout
it, the fam ily is the core of the
world's proble ms. If children
were brought u p in an
environment where they received
individ ual atten tion as well as
(Continued on page 8)

AWish for Cindy
By Minette Burks

Recently I went to apply for a
job at a day-care cente r. T he
mome nt I en tere d I knew that I
d id not want to work th ere. It
was pit iful! C hi ld re n were
eve rywhere - fighti ng, c ry ing or
just sitt ing there staring into
space.
T here was one little
3-mont h-old girl in a playpen.
S he was c rying consistently a nd
t he atte ndant was complaining
because, "Cindy wants to be held
all the time." What would be
the cri me in Cindy having her
own moth er hold he r, feed her
a nd rock her to sleep? Wh y can' t
C indy live in a who lesome family
where she and her parents are
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your experiences down on paper,
even while you are at the Feast
a nd the information is fresh in
your mind ? Then, when you get
back home, it sho uld n' t be too
hard to sm oot h it all out in the
form of a few extra-cred it
papers.
This should be especially
helpful if you are going to be
near an attraction or point of
interest that you will be studying
in one of you r classes. It might
be a good idea to tell you r
teachers where you are going and
ask if there is so mething you
oug ht to see or do and report on.
While we are thinking about
planning ahead, why not plan to
do someth ing d ifferent this year ?
Something yo u haven't

t
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t
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Where are you going for t he
Feast?
Some far-off lan d on anot he r
continent? Some distant location
in you r own country? The local
Feast site whe re the church you
attend is ass igned to go? O r
maybe you live right at the
Feast site and you will not be
traveli ng this year.
It doesn't matter. whatever
your situ ation is. you can
increase the fu n you will have
by taking a little ti m e to plan
ahead . You ca n also improve
you r grades at school at the
same time.
It is all a quest ion of
planning. If yo u are going to
t ravel, obtain som e maps
show ing the route you and your
family are go ing to take . T hen
make a list of the important
monuments or attractions you
will be seeing.
You will find that you r
enjoyment of these sights will be
multiplied many times if you dig
ou t a little background
~ information about them. What
•
~ makes them famous? Why do
~ people make an effort to see
~ them? What is their history?
~
Even if yo u are staying in
.i you r own city for the Feast,
j chances are there are places of
•
~ inte rest right the re. But if
4

done before.

you're like most people, you
probably could not tell why they
are known as places of interest.
If you brush up on some of
the importan t facts about your
city, yo u will not only favorably
impress t he new friends you
make at t he Feast, but you will
make their visit more enjoyable
too.
After the Feast, when you
return to classes, put the
knowledge and expe rie nce you
have gained to work for you .
Let's face it, if you are like most
of us, yo ur grades need all the
help they can get. Why not put

Steep

0

And People Think
WE'RE Strange!
If you told people yo u were
going to dress up like a witch or
a ghost and go door-to-door
as king for treats, they would
cheerfu lly wish yo u good luck.
If you mentioned you would be
hu nting for m ulticolored rabbit
eggs in you r backyard, they
would thi nk it was great.

YOUTH 85
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you are going to. Maybe
there is skating and yo u haven't
skated before. Or riding in a
hot-air balloon or deep-sea
fi shing or hiking, a nd you
haven't done t hese things before.
O r you can probably t hink of
things right in your own city, if
that's where you will be for this
Feast. Plan to do som ethi ng for
the first time. It will add
adve nture to yo ur life .
Rather than j us t letting the
Feast happen, plan activ ities
a head of time. It will m ake the
Feast far more enjoyable and
memorable! - By Cla yton

. _--

But let it be kn own
th at you are go ing away
for eight days to attend
a Church convention
com manded by G od,
a nd people look at
you as if you
are from another
wor ld!

.

•

'j

You know wh at? They are
right! In on e sense, t hose who
obey G od are from a not he r
world - the fut ure one. T he
holid ays of this world are, for t he
most part, based on ancient
c ustoms devised by men to serve
their ow n purposes.
G od's Holy Days a re
meaningful and modern. T hey
are ahead of t heir tim e! They
point to a time yet to come. The
Feast of Tabernacles, for
example, helps us to better
understand the Millenn ium and
ou r future role in God's
government .

to know more, go a head and tell
t he m. But don't feel th at you
have to go in to great detail ,
quote Scripture or try to
con vince them you are right.

And don't be d iscouraged if
they still think G od's Holy Days
are stra nge. It 's only temporary.
Someday they too will be a part
of "your world" and will happily
celebrate the Feast of
T abernacles and all the re st of
G od 's feasts.
Then they will understand.
Then they will truly appreciate
the example you are now setting .
- By Rober t C. Taylor 0

What usefu l things does t his
world learn fr om Easter eggs,
Christmas trees, cupids and
demonic co stu mes ?

We certai nly don' t need to be
embarrassed abo ut keeping God's
Holy Days. Sti ll, it is d ifficult
being the only one in a class or
in school who is "di ffere nt :'
If none of your friend s keep
th e Feast of T abernacles, they
will naturally think it is stra nge
th at you do . But they will
probably still respect you if they

When You're

Left Out ...

has each year," sho uld be

"Why me?
"Trn 14 and my father is
not in the Church . We live
21'2 hours away from
church [so] I can't
participate in man y
activities.
"I can' t do an ything at

e nough. Being sec retive o r acting

sc hoo l because the

e m barrassed may give them the

activit ies are either on
Friday night or
Saturday . I d on't reall y
want to do anyt hi ng at sc hool
because I love the C hu rch and I
love God.
"But so metimes, when all m y
friends in the Church or at
sc hoo l are able to do
so meth ing
I get reall y

know you have good reasons.

When friends ask where you
have been, answer with

co nfi de nce and honesty. "I've
been to a convention my church

wrong

.. ,..,,-,

-

Q
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impression.
If they want
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di scouraged ..

The girl who wrote this letter
is not alone. Everybod y gets left
out someti mes, but it's really
di scouraging whe n it happens all
the time. Is there a nyth ing a
person facing this proble m can
do ?
Here are some ideas:
If you have the great blessing
of being able to go to the Feast,
use it to the full. The Feast is
one time when you will be able
to be with people in the C hurc h

full time. For man y teens in
far-flung a reas around the world,
the Feast is t he only time to get
together with a large g rou p of
C h urc h teens.
T ake advantage o r th e
ac tiv iti es you can't do the rest of

the year. It's easy to let shyness
or lack or experience keep you
from the fun. Instead, wh y not
make new friend s, try new
sports , enjoy yourself? Ir yo u do
these things in balance, and keep
G od in the picture, you will be
sampling the world tomorrow in
advance. It will re ally give you
somet hing to look forward to .
At the Feast, wh y not as k
yo ur newfound friends how they
cope with the problem of being
left out of activities?
Some of them may
have found some
ingenious ways of
get tt ng more
involved in
C hurch
activities even

though they
live far away
or have a

parent not in
the C hu rch.
It could also
be ve ry helpful
to talk to yo ur
min ister about
your situation.
He may be
able to work
so me thing out so yo u can
attend more Church act ivities.
Even if yo u can't get involved
in group activities very often,
you may want to develop some of
your t alents on your own. They
will help you have an act ive life
and provide you with interesting
things to talk about when you do
see your fr iends on the Sabbath.
For instance, YO U has
individual activities you may be
interested in, such as essay,
photography and talent contests,
bowli ng, go lf and maybe yo u
co uld work out a way to
participate in track and fi eld.
Check with your pastor for more
information.
Besides the Feast, ano t he r
exciting time of the year for
many teens is the Summer
FEAST SUPPLEMENT
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FESTIVAL 8 5 - - - - - -Educational Program (SEP) held
in sites around the world. It's not
too early to be planning and
saving for camp.
These tips and ingenuity on
you r part can make yo ur life
more exciting . But the au thor of
the letter at the beginning of this
article went on to explain the
most powerful cu re for
discouragement.
" W hen I get discouraged,
though, there is always one
comforting thought. G od knows
my situ ation and . . . maybe He
put me in the sit ua tio n for a
speci fi c reason. My mother and I
have often thought that maybe
God was preparing us for a
certai n job that will be needed in
the world tomorrow. I kn ow
many people have life a whole lot
worse than me so I'm thankful
for w hat I have ."
In making the best of her
situatio n. she is preparing fo r her
place in the world tomorrow - a
world where no one will be left
ou t. - By Mik e Bennett 0
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Jodi found that the country
was not at all like she expected.
u W e were all nervous about our
arrival into C h ina. Much to my
surprise. we were able to enter
the country easily, and they were

and fro. 'Don't you have bicycles
in A merica? ' the guide as ked .
" 'O h yes , but we j ust don 't
have as many on the streets as
here,' M r. H alford told him.
" ' But how do the people get
to work?' the gu ide wondered.
M r. Hal ford told him that

ve ry friend ly to us. It seemed

Americans drive cars to work.

that everywh ere we went we
were greeted wi th warm

continued amazem en t at all the

" 'A ll t he ti me?'
" 'Yes, al mos t always."
" Puzzled, the guide as ked ,
' But how do t hey get their
exercise. with all that sitt ing?'
"M r. Halford couldn' t resist.
'T hey go home and ride bicycles
wit ho ut wheels." ..
N either J od i nor S amantha
was ready to move and live in
C h ina permanentl y, but they
gained an appreciation for a
different way of living and
th inking.
As S aman tha put it, "There is
vast room for improvement in
C hina as well as everywhere else
in the world. But the experience
has defin itely helped me t hink
mo re abo ut what I do an d wh y I
do it. It also helps me to reali ze
that my way, my famil y's way,
America's way isn't the only
way.
A rc you t raveling to a foreign
land for the Feast this year?
Wh y not see wh at lessons y o u
can learn fro m the people and
life-style in that country ? - By

million s of bicycles wh izzing to

Robert C. Ta ylor

receptions. Oftentimes a band
wo uld be playing and employees
of the hotel would be lined up to
a pplaud and greet us ."
With the help of the
tour coordinator. John
Halford, S amantha found
a new way of looking at
t h ings. " He sugges ted that
we didn't look at ou rselves
and the Chinese, or an y
othe r nation , as the "have
a nd t he have not,' but rather as
the ' have a nd the have
different.' ..
Samantha learned that there
are some good reason s wh y the
C hinese do some things
differently . S he began to as k
herself, "Are m y ways reall y the

Travel
Things Aren't

Always What
You Expect

G

-

Traveling to a foreign country
can be en lig h te ning, es pecially
when t he foods, philosophies,
customs and language are
different from your own.
The differences can provide
so me interes ting c hallenges and
~ lesson s, acco rd ing to S amantha
~ Elledge, 18, from Anchorage,
{ A las ka, and Jodi Thomas, 17,
:o from T yler, Texas. Both g irls
s atte nded the Feast of
~ Tabernacles in China last year.
6

best?"

One exam ple part icularly
impressed her. "M r . H al ford told
us of a co nve rsat ion he had with
one of the tour guides. The guide
had com me nted a bout our

YOUTH 85

•
•

..

0

Dear
Youth 85,
Q.

I

I

My parents are both in the
Church, and my dad has been
baptized for three months now.
The problem is that he still
smokes and it embarrasses me
because the other kids at church
know it. What can I do?
A. There are a number of
things that you can do. First,
you can use this situation as a
learning experience. Realize
that people (even our own
parents) don't become perfect
overnight , even though they
may be baptized and sincere in
their beliefs.
Next, realize that you have
nothing to be embarrassed about
since the problem is not yo u rs.
Your dad and the minister "h ave
the responsibility to solve it.
And please realize that the other
kids, although they may know,
probably don't think about it
very often, if at all, just like you
don't often think about their
folks.
If o t h e r s do judge you
because your parents are not yet
perfect, then they may have a
problem with judging that is far
worse than thc habit your dad is
undoubtedly working on.

Q. I like the Church, but my

I

.A

minister is always pushing me to
be in the YOU activities. Sometimes I just don't want to do the
things the YOU does.
A. This question really
caught my attention. You see, I
am a church pastor myself and it
made me wonder if any of the
teens in my area feel pressured
by me. Quite frankly, they
probably do at times.
Perhaps it will help to explain
why I sometimes push teens to
participate. To state it pointedly,
I sometimes push reluctant
teens to be involved because I

see that they will mi ss out on a
good opportunity that I sincerely believe they will enjoy .
U sually I feel they are resisting
for what I believe to be a poor
reason. By poor reason, I mean
shyness, timidity or a lack of an
adventuresome spirit. One big
reason some do not get involved
is that they mi sunderstand what
the activity involves or underestimate the fun they will have.
Should I continue to nudge
teens toward activities when
they seem to drag their feet ?
Yes, I believe that my reasons
are right and I will continue to
do so - to a point. I will try to
be more sensitive to legitimate
reasons teens may have and not
make them feel guilty about
something if they can't participate.
Your minister probably feels
the sam e way I do and wouldn't
want you to feel shoved and
pushed into everything he wants
you to do. If you do feel this
way, tell your parents to explain
this to him so he can give you a
bit more room for your own
individuality.
At the same time, analyze
your reasons for not being more
involved and see if some of them
are really just excuses for being
sh y or afraid . Push yourself to
have fun and you will find that
the minister won't have to!

Q. I am the son of a deacon in
the Church and my minister told
me if I run in track meets on the
Sabbath I cannot participate in
YOU activities. Yet a girl whose
family is new in Church still
cheerleads at Friday night basketball garnes and the pastor
hasn't said anything. This
doesn't seem fair to me.
A. It may be fair,
though, because of the
differences i n circumst ances between you and
this teen girl.
Please don't mi sunderstand . It is never right or
good for anyone to break
the Sabbath . And cheer-

leading at Friday night games
does indeed break the Sabbath
and should not be done. But the
minister realizes that people do
not change overnight and wants
to give them time. And he may
know some things about her you
have not considered.
In your case, he realizes that
your family has come to Church
for a long time, and that you
know full well what God expects
of teens on the Sabbath. Further, he knows that, since you
are the son of a deacon, your
example will be looked at by
others .
But in her case, she is
obviously quite new. Her parents may not even be baptized.
If so, only one may even be
coming to Church at all, and
perhaps the unconverted mate is
the father who allows the Friday
night activities. The minister
may allow some participation in
YOU activities to help her build
friends or to win her interest
without being overly strict. He
may know that she won't be
cheerleading next year.
In other words, the minister's
actions may simply show understanding and encouragement to
a new person rather than a
double standard. Further, you
can be sure that he will not
allow this indefinitely, and that
the time will come when he will
require her to choose.
At any rate , realize that
anyone who breaks the Sabbath
is not getting away with anything. It is a sin and God will not
bless the sinner. We should feel
privileged to keep the Sabbath
and not deprived of something. In
the long run you will learn that
this is the case. 0
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AWish for Cindy_
(Continued from page 3)
affec tion, then when they were
older, they would not feel the
need to deal in drugs or comm it
any other crimes. So many
crimes that are committed in
tod ay's world are centered

aro und problems in t he family.
Not all family problems are
related to violence. Even so,
there are many that are
emotionally harmful. Some
fami lies have no communication
whatsoe ver. The members go
thei r separate ways each morni ng
and spend their afternoon and
evening watchi ng television or

I
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alone in their rooms. In th at type
of fami ly, no one gets to know or
love anyone else. There's none of
th e mother-daugh ter, father-son
relationship that is so important!
If a child lives t hrough
childhood wi th co nsta nt
criticism, he will learn to pu t
down anyt hing and eve rything
for the rest of his life, or he may
go through life thinking that he
is wort hless and therefore won' t
make anyt hing of hi mself.
At t he day-care center, while
looking over all of these child re n,
I realized t hat t hese are th e
child ren who will be neglected
all of thei r lives and fi nally will
eit her run away or will be turned
out on the st reets with no matu re
g uidel ines for ad ulthood. They
will t ry, for a while, and some of
th em will make it. O t hers will
just give up and resort to drugs,
shoplifting or othe r crimes .
I am afraid that Cindy has a
hard life ahead of her. If I could
make one wish for her, it would
be t hat she could be born agai n,
an d in her second babyhood she
could st ay at home with her
parents. As she grows, her
mother could be t here to teach
her the thi ngs that are so
important to preschoolers: how to
ti e her shoes, how to d raw and
color. W ouldn't it be nice if
Cindy's mother could realize that
Cindy would be muc h better off
8
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in hand- me-down clothes with
her moth er at home than to
have the fi ne d esign er ou tfi ts
and to wear them at a crowded
d ay-care ce nter ?
In C indy's new world, after
he r na p she helps her mo t her
bake a cake. At 5 o'cloc k Cindy's
dadd y comes home and she
ru shes out, laughing, to meet
hi m. T hen, while M ommy fixes
suppe r, he'll bounce he r on his
knee while they exchange sto ries
of their d ay.
Dinner is pleasant and the
chocolate cake delicious!
Afterward , Daddy hel ps C indy
with a bu bble bath while
Mommy does the di shes. C indy
bathes and splashes aro und,
making "bubble beards" and
gigg ling. T hen Daddy carries
her on his sho ulders off to bed
whe re he reads to her and t hey
say their prayers together. C indy
goes to slee p with no dread or
worry abo ut the new day th at
lies ahead of her.
It is too late for m y wish to
come true for C indy. Bu t,
hopefull y, when Ci ndy has a
littl e gi rl of her ow n, we will all
be living in the wonderful world
tomorrow where her child's days
can go as pleasan tl y as th e one
I've j ust described .
T hough it is too late for
C ind y herself - someday, in
one way or another, my wish for

C indy will come true!

D

World Tomorrow
(Contin ued f rom page I )
C h rist's g uid ance, cit ies are
going to be built t hat would
boggle the m inds of today' s
architects and town planners.
Industries and commerce need
to be developed in ways that are
complete ly fore ign to tod ay's
economists.
Some will have to set the
example in establishing happy
fam ilies t hat practice God's way
of life. Some will have to se t the
example by living in accordance
with all of God's health laws.

W ith guid ance from God ,
thousands of inventions are just
wait ing to be "discovered ."
Recreational activities will not
be based on com pet it ion, vanity
and laziness as they are today.
Trendsetters will be need ed!
A unique opportunity
Adam rej ected God's ways.
Since then humanity has been
cut off from God. Today's
teenagers are the first generation

in t he history of t his world with
t he op port u nity to build a
perfect socie ty. N o generation
since Adam has had that chance.
That's a big responsibility.
God is not going to make any
mistakes. S o teenagers in God's
Church are being tested as to
wh ether God will be a ble to use
t he m.
You may be the only one in
the whole class - or even t he
whole school - who knows
something about God's tru th. To
reject the ways the ot her kids do
things means to be rej ected by
them, and no one wants to be
made fu n of or rejected.
Yes, it 's often very toug h. Bu t
it boils down to this: Either seek
t he approval of othe r kids by
being just like t hey are, an d face
a fut u re without hope - or seek
God 's approval and possibly face
a certain amount of persecution
and ridi cule, bu t t hen look
forward to pioneering God's way
of life in the incredible fu tu re.
Re member: Young peopl e are
not going to have opport unities
fo r leadership positions in th e
world tomorrow simply because
of how t he ir pare nts have lived.
O f course, the decisions at
first were strict ly t he parents' it wasn't the teenager's idea to
come into t he C hu rch. Bu t
somew here along t he line, as a
teen ager gets olde r, t he decisions
must become his or her own.
You are stand ing at the b rink
of a new age! God plans to usc
you to pioneer a perfect society.
What a mind-boggling
challenge! T hat is G od's goal for
yo u. How will yo u respond ? D
ThoS a rtcse ,s ada pl ed 'rom tI'Ie Seplember, 1985 .
Good New>

hat's It Like to Be a Teen in
•
hat do eating raw
fish, going to Disneyl and and wearing
kim on os have in common?
They're a ll part of teen life
in the w orld ' s s e c o n d
largest city: T okyo, J apan.
A l t ho ug h T oky o is best
k now n fo r it s a u to mo b iles ,
c ameras a nd m od ern electronic gadgets, the life -sty le there
is s h a ped b y lon g- standin g
traditi ons .
When T okyo was fou nded , it
was named Edo, which means
" es tuary" wh ere the river

meets the sea. On the banks of
th ree maj or rivers, much of Edo
was mars hland. The site was
cons idered id eal for ri ce fa rming,
but not so g reat for a city.
Neve rtheless T okugawa leyasu
established Edo a s his capital
when he became s ho g u n . or
m ilitary dicta tor. in 160 3. H e
recl aimed muc h of the mars hland
and took advantage of the r ivers
for transport ation. Edo went on to
become the largest ci ty in the
wo rld by the mid-1 700s . In 1868,
t h e c ity wa s renam ed T okyo .
meanin g "easter n capital."
For J apanese yo ung people, the
most important part of dai ly life

is sc hool. S chool acti vit ies take up
six days a week . Accordi ng to t he
J ap an Pictorial. by the time a
tee nager is g rad uated from high
school about one half or even two
t hirds of his life has been d irected
toward t he day whe n he will take
hi s colleg e en trance exams.
In t he j ob ma rke t. t he college a
s t u d e nt a tte nded o fte n coun ts
mo re than what was studied or
w ha t grade s w e re ac h iev e d.
T here fore. s tude nts do all they
can to be accepted a t the best
schools .
Employ me nt a ft er graduatio n
is ge nerally for li fe . so it is
im po rt a n t t o a tte n d t he best
SE PTEMBER
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college, whic h mean s it is important to a tte n d the be st h igh
school, and so forth .

of getti ng married in J apan is
6.6 8 million ye n (about $ 27,000

traditional J apanese a ttire, t he
kimon o .
Leisure activities

Family life

U .S.) .
The father's prime concern is

his j ob. Often he leaves at the
crack of dawn and doesn 't return
home from work until late at
night. The average worker spends
a bou t three hours a d ay j us t
getting to and fr om work.
Most people li ve in the
subu rbs, far from the work
pl ace . T h ey u su all y rel y
upon the effi c ient but
c rowded train net work s ince
heavy traffic can make car
travel impractical. In the
largest train stat ion , two
million people pass through
each day!
Teenagers often don't see
their fathers except late at
ni ght or o n weekend s.

If you were to ever V IS I t a
family in Japan, you mi ght find it
extremely difficult to locate their
h ome. In J apan , h ou s e s a re
numbered according to when they
were built. Therefore, N o. I and
NO.2 M ain S tree t might be miles
apart.
T eenagers spe nd a great deal of
time at hom e because of studies.
The d ifferences between Western
and J ap anese home life become
apparent from the moment you
walk in the door .
When a person e nte rs a home
in Japan , he takes off his shoes in
the ent rance wa y befor e ste ppi ng
up to the main floor. Hou se
s lippe rs are somet im es worn
instead .
Japanese homes are small, so
each room mu st s erve m an y
purposes . In tradi tional rooms the
fl oors are made up of 3 by 6 foot
(abou t I by 2 meter ) st raw mats
called tatam i. In the daytime the
family will se t ou t a low table
around which they can sit a nd
watc h television, study and eat.
A t night the table is set aside,
and the fa m ily's bedding is pulled
fro m a near by closet a nd laid
d irectl y on the tat ami, In th e
mo rn ing, the bedding goes back
into the cl oset an d the table is set
o ut again.
Most J apan ese mothers stay at
h om e , t end in g t o hou seh old
c ho res , raisi ng their c hi ldren and
occasionally going out to shop.
Society doesn't pressure women
t o see k c a ree rs ou t side the
home.
Wom en are, however, expected
to earn money in preparati on for
m a rri a g e . T h is is es pe cia lly
important , s ince th e average cost

C loc kw ise from bott om right : Bunk yo
Hi gh Sc hoo l girls perform
c a listhe nic s . ( P hoto by Ke vin
B lac kb urn) Tr adit ion al Jap an e se
ro om s e mp hasize simp lic ity and
o rd e r. O rna me nta l ca rp often
dec orat e ga rde n po ol s . He a vy tr affi c
in Kyoto . A J a p ane se yo uth . School
gi rls pose ju st ou ts ide a templ e .
( P hotos by G reg S . Smith)

T okyo teenagers enjoy trave ling, playing sports and shop ping
in their free time. Japanese teens
parti cip ate in m o st of th e se

CHINA

Abo ve : Th e
sp ectac ula r Ke gon
Fa lls, in Nikk o, is
th e m o st famo us
wat e rfa ll in Ja pa n.
V is it o rs m a y a lso
vis it t he ne arby
T o sh o gu S hrine .
( P hoto by Kev in
Bl a ck burn)

When the y do, ge nerally it is at
the di nner table.
J apanese food , unlike ot he r
Asian food, is usuall y not spicy.
The J ap anese enj oy su bt le flavors . They make great use o f
soybean products and fish, s ince
both are read ily availa ble.
A favorit e treat is s us hi, or raw
fish . To so me this m ay so un d
d readful, but by the time a sushi
master is finished w ith cutt ing
a nd arranging the pieces of fi sh
on little mounds of ri ce, it is both
attractive and qu ite delicious .
M ost of the time, Japanese
teen s are dressed in their school
unifo rms or W estern-styl e sports wear. Ho wever , on special occasions, g irls will dress up in the

ac t iv i t i es

w ith

fr iends.
M t. Fuji , a
f a v orit e tr a v el
s pot, is a conesh aped v o lc an o
that the J ap anese
have revered fo r
ages . T rad i t io n
says th at e ve ry
J apan ese shou ld climb Mt. Fuj i
at le ast once in hi s life.
Nestled in the foothills of t he
Japanese A lps is th e T oshogu
S h r ine in N ikko . Thi s ornate
s hrine com memorates Tokugawa
Ie yasu, a nd is h o m e to the
sc u lpture of t he th ree monkeys
"see no evil, hear no evil,
speak no evil. "
If a s port ex ists, th ere is
probabl y a cl u b for it in T ok yo.
K endo (swords mans hi p) and aik ido (a marti al ar t ), as well as t he
more fami li ar cycl ing, s ki ing,
table tennis a nd baseball , rate as
f avo rites am on g To kyo te e nagers.
Japanese frequentl y ex change
(Cont inued on page 25)
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The Life
and Times of
H ave yo u ever fel t lik e yo u
needed some t ime to yo urse lf,
but j us t could n' t fi nd it no
matter how hard yo u looked ?
Mo st o f us have at o ne time
or a no ther. W e a ll need time to
reflec t o n what is happe ning in
our lives, time to work out our

personal proble ms, time to be
a lone.
S o what can we do ? He re's a
so lut ion d iscove red by t housa nds
of people who j ust needed to ge t
away : start a jou rnal.
N ow hold on a minu te. A
jo urnal is not a diary - a
record of facts a nd events
recorded at the end of each d ay.
A j ournal is much, much more.
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A jou rnal is yo u - yo ur
thoughts, yo ur fee lings, yo ur
emot io ns. It is not j ust a list o f
fac ts a nd events. A journal
contains your wo rld . It is yo u.
The o nly ru le to kee p in mi nd
when writing a journal is - be

You

crea tive! In
ot he r wo rds,
you can put

any th ing yo u
want in you r journal. If you are
inspired by somethin g yo u read
or see, write it in your journal.
Put in yo ur favorite poem s,
phrases, so ngs. R ecord events of
t he d ay or week and yo ur

m uch better
u nd erstand ing of
what you are like .
When you have a mi llion
things o n your mind , write them
in your jo urnal. You can sort
t hem out a nd put yo ur t ho ug hts
in o rde r.
A journa l will b ring back
many fo nd memories over the
years. You will fi nd it
interesting to look back and see
how mu c h you've

react ions to them .
\ V r i tc d ow n you r

thoughts a nd fee lings
on happen ings in your

life or in the wo rld
aro und you , W r ite
a l l a bo u t yo u r
frie nds, yo ur parents, yo ur family - every par t
of yo u r life t ha t is
nca r a nd dea r.
Write dow n songs
,
.
or poems you ve wrrtte n. D raw pictures. be
c reative. A journal is yo ur
private world.
A jou rna l can he lp yo u lea rn
abo ut yo u rself, so wr ite abou t
the real yo u . It will g ive you a
It may look lik e a ny
ol d b ook . but b e tween
its cove rs is one of
th e most e xc iting
sto rie s yo u've every
re ad - yo ur storyl
(Illustra tion s by
M ont e W olverton)

c hanged ove r the weeks , month s
and years .
W hy not start a jou rnal?
Y ou 'll be glad yo u d id . - By
Rick L. Shallenberger 0

'Thanks for
the uh ...
What Is It?'
W e've a ll heard the say ing, " It's
the thoug ht that counts," Bu t
have yo u ever recei ved a g ift and
di d n't qu ite know what to do
wi th it ? Li ke an infl ata ble
necktie, a can of g low -in-the-dark
hair spray or an electric
prune -pitte r?
T he tru th is, as m uch as t he
though t counts, the g ift shou ld

count for something too. How
do you c hoose the right gift?
The task can be difficult. but
there are so me simple ways to

make the job easier and the gift
more appropriate .
The first and most obvious
approach is to find out what the
person needs . Y ou can tell a lot
abou t a person's needs just by
seeing what he or she already
does or doesn't have. It also pays
to listen for comments such as

" If I only had an electric
sand er, this job would be so
mu ch easier " or "T hat sure is a
great record - I wouldn't mind
having that one myself."
Be su re to ask the person's
parents, famil y and friends for
ideas.
Second, find ou t wh at
II
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nicely decorated pots, buy a
novel houseplant or make a
macrame plan t holder.
Any of these gi fts would show
this person you took some time
to think about them when you
bought or made the gift.
Be wary of gifts that send the
wrong message. A
monogrammed toothbrush , a box
of dental floss a nd a pound of
toothpaste mi ght be exactly
what Julia needs, but she ' ll
probabl y wonder what you' re
tr ying to tell her.
Generall y, it's best to avoid
giving gifts that are too
personal , such as jewelry and
cl othing , or not personal enough,
such as money.
Spend time choosing the gi ft.
A well-thought-out present is

"

Proverbs for
Today: When
the Running
Gets Rough
She stumbled across the finish
line and colla psed in a heap, her
legs limp as rubber bands. Each
time she was helped to her feet,
she slu m ped back to the grou nd .
She felt miserable!
She'd had little time to train
for the I, SOO-meter (just less
than a mile) run, making it a
grueling event for her. But this
16-year-old came through with
he r best effort. She ignored the
pain and fi nished the race.
Watching her, I thought of a
runner wh o collapsed at the
finish line during the Olympics'
first-ever women's m arathon,
during the 1984 G ames . Millions
watched G abriela
Andersen-Schiess st ruggle
through the final 400 meters
(q uarter mile) , I S minutes
behind the winner - while
suffering from heat exhaustion .

Each time judges tried to
escort her from the field , she
veered away from them. If one
eve n touched her, she kn ew , she
would be di squalified.
S truggling to maintain balance
a nd stay on her feet , she was
determined to finish . A

••

J

worldwide aud ience watched in
interests the person has . What

are his or her hobbies, favorite
sports, favorite kind s of music?
If yo u kn ow the person well,
you might already have the
answers to these questions. If
not , do som e creative sleuthi ng.
Knowing a person's interests
opens the doors for many
choices of gifts. For exam ple, if
you kn ow your friend loves
gardening, buy a good book on
the su bj ect, find a couple of

usually more meaningful to the
recipient.
A gift that su its the
recipient's personality, interests,
tastes and needs shows that you
took the time to think about the
person and to st udy his or her
likes and dislikes.
Kn owing that som eone else is
concerned and int erested is a
gift everyone can use and
appreciate! - By Robert C.
Taylor 0

astonishment at her strength and
tenacit y in adversity. She
received no medal, but became a
hero of the Olympics because of
her determination and endurance.
Three medical officials ran
beside her during that last 400
meters. Later, one of them said :

" As lon g as we felt she was
moving forward , looking a ro und,
we thought she should be
allowed to cont inue. It had to be
the most courageous thing I've
ever seen ."
SEPTEMBER
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Proverbs 24 :10 says , " I f you
fai nt -in the day of adversity,
your 'strength is small." This
implies the need to reach deep
for extra s trengt h when faci ng
obstacl es in life.
Adversity takes many form s.

M aybe you a re facing so me
right now. If you feel your
strength is s mall a nd you are
tempted to give in, get help
from others who are stronge r.
Parents, teachers or ministers
may be able to help.
But don't forget that God will
be your best ally . With His help
a nd the help of others, you'll be
ab le to stretch yo urself beyond
wh at you may think a re your
limits.
The girl I watched in that
race and G abriela
Andersen-Schiess both s ho wed
the kind of grit and courage it
takes to win life's battles. Don't
faint when' you must s truggle
with 'adversity. Get the help yo u
need. Extend yoursel f. Be sure
yo u fin ish that race! - By Jim
Rob erts

0

Focus on Contact Lenses
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It used to be if you r vision
needed to be correc ted, you had
one choice: gl as ses. T oday you
can still get glasses, but coniac t
lenses have opened up several
new options.
Let'stake a look a t what's
ava ilab le and how to decide . ..
which is best for you .
Just a bo ut anyone old enough
to take care of them can wear
contac t le nses. U nless eye disease
is involved , contacts can correct
a lmost an y eye problem nearsightedness, farsightedness
- even astigmatism, a problem
where the eyeball is not round.
Hard contact lenses are made
ofa silicon base, making t hem
r igid. Onesof their biggest
advantages lS their price, the
lowest of the three major types
of contacts.
Another advantage is their
durability. A ccording to Dr.
Robert Eastland, an optomet r ist
in Pasadena , Califo rnia, hard
lenses can last fo r years. A fe w
of his patients a re still on their
first pair a fte r 30 years!

-
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H owever, some people find them
harder to ge t used to than soft
contacts and they h ave a
tendency to " po p ou t"
occasionally.
A newer variety of hard
contacts, called gas-permeable
lenses, all ows oxygen through to
the surface of the eye.
Daily-wear soft contact lenses
a re made of pliable plas tic filled
with mic roscopic holes
t hat let tears a nd a ir
fl ow thr ou gh . Soft
co n tac ts a re mor e
comfo rtab le a nd easy
to gel used to. Their
prices have dropped
so muc h that they
aren ' t to o - m u ch
m or e ex pe ns
ive
•
than hard le nses.
But they do
requ ire more car e
than hard ones.
They must a lw a y s be kept
we t and require care ful
c lea n i ng

,

every night. They rip easil y, so
you must be carefu l when
hand ling them . You can expect
t hem to last from two to four
yea rs with good care.
Extended-wear soft lenses are
designed for a m inim u m of
care. These lenses are fro m 55
to 70 percent water! The
U ni ted States Food and Drug
Administration says tha t t hey
can be left in yo ur eyes for 30
days. (O ther contacts must be
taken out before sleeping .) But
so me wearers fi nd that they can
leave thei rs in longer before
removing them for clea ning. Be
sure you ask your own eye
doctor for hi s opinion . He is
your best authority.
S ome eye doctors believe that
problems associated with
extended-wear lenses may be
because of too much handling .
I n most cases, they will not last
as long as the ot her two types
of contacts.
Another drawback o f
extended-wear lenses: They are
the most expensive of the three
kinds of lenses.
I f you already have
eyeg lasses, don't t hrow them
out if you get co ntacts. There
will be d ays wh en yo u just
don't want to fuss with
cont acts. And if you lose a
contac t, yo u ' ll need yo u r glasses
as a backup.
Be fore yo u buy contacts, get
your doctor's advice on how
well they'd work for
you . And if..you do
get them, listen
close ly to the
instruction s you
will be g iven
about breakin g in
the contacts,
kee ping t hem
cl ean a nd
foll ow-up exams .
Your eyes are too
important to take
these instruct ions
lightl y. - By Maria
C. Stahl 0
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Teen Bible Study
A SneakPreview
By Richard A Sedliac ik

Imagine living in a world with newspaper
ing itself. Christ will then se t up the
headline s such as these:
government of God on earth.
"Streets S a f e Day or Night!"
2. Will those who s ur v iv e the coming t ime
" 'Incurable' Di seases Cured!"
of trouble w ant to learn God's way of lif e ?
"Zero Divorce H at e! "
Isaiah 2 :2 -4 , 11 :9 . Will they come to see
" e y e to eye" to cooperate w ith one
" W ild Animal s Become Tame!"
another? Isaiah 52 :7 -8.
"Military Draft s Eliminated!"
In the world tomor row, God's way of
" W o r ld Pea ce a t L ast!"
Does it all sound too good to b e tru e ?
gi vin g, helping and serving wil l spread
Your Bible foretells
everywhere as people
that a literal utopia will
are taught to live God's
s o o n become reality o n
way of life. All crime ,
this earth very likely
war , sickness and pov in your lifetime!
erty will vanish as
Before we learn some
people learn to follow
of the exciting details of
the way of God 's law.
wh at this new world will
3. Where w ill the
be lik e, be sure to get
wor ld headqu arte rs o f
your Bible, a pen or
God 's go ve rn ment pencil and some p a p e r.
t h e f ut ure capital of the
ea rth
be estabReading and writing out
the Bible verse s th at
lished? Zechariah 8 :3,
Jeremiah 3 : 17. Will it be
answer the que stion s
asked in this study will
an example to the entire
world? Isaiah 62: 1-2 , 7.
help you remember the
amazing things you'll be
The c ity of Jerusalem
w ill become t he headlearning .
Let 's first understand
quarters of God 's world
how this golden age will
government. No ci ty of
begin .
the past o r presen t
could equa l the sp le ndor
1 . Will Jesus Chri st,
and m a gnifi c en c e it will
who is now at His
"Wild Animals Become Tame!" That's not a
Father's throne in heavh
ave .
headline you see in the newspaper - yet!
en , return to this earth
4 . Wha t w ill t h e cities
and set up the worldo f tomor row be li k e ?
ruling government of God? Matthew 24:21 Amos 9 : 14, Zec hariah 1: 17, Is ai a h 60 : 18.
22 , 29-30 , Zechariah 14:3-4, 9, Daniel
Wi ll there be happ iness and j o y in these
cities? Zechariah 8:4-5 , Jerem iah 33 : 102:44 .
The perplexing problems of today 's world
1 1.
- such as the threat of nuclear war , famine,
After Jesus Christ returns , many of the
poverty, immorality , crime , pollutio n and
cit ies of this world , wh ich w ill have been
slums - have proven too big for humanity to
destroyed during the coming Great Tr ib ul a solve . But the solutions are coming soon .
tion , are go ing to be r e b ui l t ( E zek ie l
The Bible shows that after a period of
36 :33-35, Isaiah 61 :4) . Althoug h w e do n ' t
great world trouble (called the Great
know m any of the details of w h at t h e s e
Tr ibulation), Jesus Christ w ill return to
cit ies w i ll be like, we do know t h a t they w ill
prevent humanity from completely destroy be well planned , be ca use "God is not t h e

21

author of confu s ion" (I Corinthians 14:33).
Th e Bi bl e also shows that there will be no
poverty or viol ence in the new cities of
tomorrow. And the evils that now result from
overcrowding will not exist, because there
simply will be no overcrowding (Isaiah 5: 8).
5. Will the old wast e pl a c es and d eserts
be made fertile, and will b eautiful fore sts
spread in tomorrow's world? Read and
summarize Isaiah 41: 17 -20, 35: 1-2, 6-7.
Just im agine such a fabulous scene. Dry,
sandy deserts will b ecome green, fertile
gardens of grass, tre es and shrubs, with
bubbling springs and brooks!
Today, most of the earth is unproductive
- only about 10 percent of the land surface
is actually good for growing food. There are
many deserts, mountainous regions and
wildernesses.
In the world tomorrow , much of the earth's
land surface will become productive . Beautiful forests , farming areas, fish -filled lakes
and streams will be found all over the world,
with no more polluted rivers or ravaged
landscapes.
6. Will there be one universal language

How would you
like to have a pet
bear or viper? In
the world
tomorrow , you
could! (Photos by
Kevin Blackburn)

understood and spok en by everyone in the
world tomorrow? Zephaniah 3:9 .
One of the major b arriers to c o operati on
am ong p eoples and nations is lack of
understanding. Can you imagine the advantages when all people everywhere can
speak, read and write in one common
language?
7. Will people own property in tomorrow's
world and receive fair rewards for work they
put in? Micah 4:4, Isaiah 62 :8 -9 , 65:21-22 .
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8. Will God cause the laws of nature to
help those who o bey Him? Ezekiel 34:26-27 ,
Malachi 3: 10-12, Isaiah 30:23-24. Will there
be great rejoicing about the abundance of
crops and cattle? Jeremiah 31 : 12. Will there
actu ally b e a superabundance of food?
Am os 9: 13.
God will cause ideal weather to bless
people for doing what He says. No longer
will there be upset weather , droughts ,
floods, insect damage or agricultural disea s e s.
9. Will people live without fears or
worries? Look at Micah 4:4 again.
Life will be en joyable , comfortable and
satisfying for people living in the world
tomorrow , as they reap the benefits of living
God's way of life.
10. What about the health of those who
live in tomorrow 's world? W ill the deaf , blind ,
lame and dumb be m iraculously healed?
Isaiah 33:24, 35:5 -6, Jeremiah 30 : 17.
Sickness and disease plague m illions in
the world today. But in the wonderful world
tomorrow, the miracu lous heal ing of all
diseases and the teaching and practice of
God' s laws of health will r e s ult in radian t
health for everyone!
11. Will God even change the nature of
wild animals so that they wi ll be peaceful?
Isaiah 11 :6 -8.
Imag ine liv ing in a world where animals
such as the bea r and lion are tame and
friendly. No one will be afraid to take a walk
in the forest at night or accidentally step on
a poisonous snake!
12. Will God 's Spirit be available to
all in the world tomorrow? Ezekiel
36:26-27, 11: 19-20, Joel 2 :28-29 .
Th e Holy Spirit - God's own nature
of outg oing concern for others (I John
4 : 16 , Romans 5 :5) - will be ava ilable
to everyone . Because of having and
using His Spirit , people will come to
truly love God and fellowman. It is this
c h a ng e in human nature that will make
tomorrow's world so wonderful.
Many of you now reading this study
will live on into this new world of peace,
happiness and abundance . You will have a
chance to be pioneers in the wonderful
world tomorrow!
In this short study , we have seen only a
brief glimpse of what condit ions will be like
in the world tomorrow . To learn more , be
sure to request our colorful free book, The
Wonderful World Tomorrow What It Will
Be Like. See the insi d e front cover for the
phone number or address nearest you . 0

DearYouth85,
Practical Bible-based answers to the problems
of growing up.
Q. I'm a 19-year-old girl. My
problem is that a certain guy likes
me whom I don't like. I can't seem
to make him go away. I refuse
most of the dates he asks me out
on, but he still doesn't get the hint
that I don't want to see him
anymore.
A. He may not get the hint,
but he probably would understand a di rect statement if you
were to make it. Let us explain.
Whenever someone becomes
interested in a n o t h er person
romantically , the o ne who is
in t e r est e d hopes fo r sig ns of
acceptance in the other person .
He wants to be accepted so badly
that his mind may even tw ist
comments and circumstances so
as to see the acceptance he longs
for. For that reason , hints of
disapproval or rejection might be
missed or even interpreted in the
opposite wa y the y were i ntended.
If someone likes you and you
have no interest, you probably
owe it to him to tell him. If so,
don't put it off or use mere
indirect hints. Go to the person
and in a kindly but direct manner
sta te th at you have no romantic
interest in hi m an d you don' t wish
to lead him on by continuing to
date him. Be considerate of his
feelings, but direct and plain . In
the long run he will appreciate
your candor.
For advice on how to tactfully
get your point across, ask your
father and mother. They'd probably be glad you asked.
Q. My dad always tells me that
I worry too much about things. I
see that he is right, but I don't
know how to make myself stop
worrying. I worry about everything - my grades, my looks, my
health ...
A. The good news is, just

because you have a tendency to
worry, doesn't mean that you will
always be a worrier.
One way to stop worry is to
learn to face your fears. That is, if
you fear or worry about drowning, then take a class and learn
how to swim. If you're worried
about a term paper, get started
right away and ask for help from
the teacher. Face your worries
and you can overcome them.
Another key to overcoming
worry is to realize that worry is a
habi t. And, lik e other habits, it
can be broken. To help break th e
h abit simply re fu se t o allow
yourself to t hink about a subject
over and over. This is hard at
first, but the more you do it , the
easier it becomes. To move your
mind off the worrisome topic, try
thinking of something else that is
pleasant and of great interest to
you.
The ultimate solution to those
worries you can't do anything
about, and even the ones you can ,
is faith. Faith is the belief th at
God is a good God who will gu ide
your life and help you when you
need it. True faith comes fro m
God's Spirit. God' s Spiri t can
work wit h us if we pray regularly
for His help.
Worry is simply one of many
common human faults that can
and should be overcome with
hard work and effort.
Q. Please print this. I hope it
might make someone

stop and think for a minute.
Reading the letter in the
June-July issue about the kid who
did whatever he or she wanted
while his or her parents didn't
care at all really stirred up some
feelings for me.
I'm just 14 and my parents
won't let me date I did
anyway, thus losing my virginity.
My parents would've died if they
found out I took drugs and drank
alcohol. They care about me; I
know that now, but I sure didn't
know it then. I just thought they
were out of it.
I started drinking " for the fun
of it" in the sixth grade. I was
drunk every weekend by the
seventh grade and it was starting
to show by the first of the eighth
grade. I didn't care if I failed,
killed someone or died myself. I
hated all authority.
I've graduated from the eighth
grade, a nd I've straightened up
now that I ha ve realized what a
fool I was. Yes, there are people
who have graduated from high
school and are still wild as ever.
I'm glad I won't be one of them.
Those who read this, if they are
anything like I was, will probably
snort and won't pay an y attention
to it. But they'll find out one of
these days it 's just not worth it!
A. Thank s for you r letter. 0

We welcome your questions and
will excerpt as many as possible .
S orry we can 't answer them all .
A nswers are p repared by Bernard W. Schnippert, a minister
of the Wo rldwide Ch urc h of
God. A ddress your questions to
"Dear Youth 85," 300 W. Green
S t reet. Pasadena . Californ ia ,
911 29.

,

MORE THAN PETS
(Contin ued f rom page / 2)
genuine concern for them .

A wo rl d - fa mo us eleph ant
trainer explained that when he
hires new grooms, the elephants
give th em an entrance exarn inat ion before th e y fu lly acce pt
the m . For the fi rst wee k to 10
d ays the elephants tease the new
wor kers persis te ntly and t ake
little notice of a nyt h ing t hey tell
t hem to do. And occasionally t he
elephants g ive them wallops wit h
their trunks.
This, says the trainer, is si m ply
the ele p h a n t's way of testing
c haracte r and ge nuine ness. If the
new wo rke r takes it all in st ride,
t he n a f t er a few d a y s t he
elephants decide he's all ri ght and
se tt le down . If he loses h is
tempe r, or d isplays im patience,
the teasing will continue u nti l
they ma ke it q u ite plain th ey
don 't want the new m an aro und .

Once or twice the trainer has had
t o fi re cons cien ti ou s workers
si m ply becau se th e eleph ants
d idn't like t hem .
The best performi ng a ni mals
are t hose wh o a re h appy a nd

con te nte d a nd so the quality of
t heir pe r form ance d epe nds d ir ect ly o n how we ll th e y a r e
looked after. O nly an ani mal that
is happy an d well cared for will
give its best.
Caring

One well -known judge of performan ce horses said t hat when
he is judging , he always looks for
the horse that comes in to the

,

Chuck,theWatchlizard
N ot long after m y famil y
moved to t he d esert, m y o lde r
b ro t hers captu red a nd tamed a
foot-long (about 30 centimeters), t wo-tai led c h uc kawalla.
This stou t, fie rce-looking lizard soon became our fam ily
pet.
A s a 3-yea r-old , I wo u ld
f req u e ntly car ry, ch ase and
pester the poor lizard . C h uc k,
as we called him, was really
quite tolerant. H e could have
eas ily used his powerful jaw s to
se nd me away sc reaming .
O ne day my family removed
a parti tion to make more roo m
in ou r newly acquired apa rtment. I was play ing nearby, As
my paren ts a nd brothers we re

I
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di scussing the next stage of the
proj ect, C h uck began to hiss
exci ted ly. He puffed u p his
body as though he was read y to
attack som et hing . Everyone
tu rned to see wh at the commotion was all about.
"Look , there 's a scorpion!"
M om shouted as she yanked
me out of th e way. Thankfull y,
Chuck had spotted the large,
venomou s creature before I
had a c hance to go play with it.
Because I was small, a scor pion
st ing could have killed me.
Our t w o- t ail ed f rie nd
wou ldn't fetch a stick, roll over
or ring bell s - b ut t hat day he
more than proved his worth. By Robert C. Taylor

0

Are th ere th ing s you could b e
tau ght by your household p et?
There is muc h we c a n lea rn from
antmals l ( Ph ot o by Ander son
Alleyne)

j udg ing ring with a happy look.
O ver man y years he has observed
that this is the horse that usu all y
comes out the winner, provided
othe r requi rements wer e right
too.
If the horse is not we ll-rid den
o r taken care of, it is not going to
be relaxed a nd won't work as well
as it can. And to be able to listen
to its rider, the horse must have
every confi de nce to kno w he isn 't
going to be hurt.
Traits w e s ho u ld have

When you think or it , the traits
these a nimals show loyalt y,
genui ne ness and caring are
traits yo ur friends like to see in
you too. T hey arc traits that a rc
important in every type o f relationship .
It is e asy to se ntime ntaliz e
animals by mi s re ading human
thoughts and feelings into their
actions.
But it is j ust as easy to err th e
othe r way, forge tting that they do
have ce rtain positive and importan t c haracte r traits - t raits that
o ur C reato r wants us all to have .
In t hat respect t here is much that
we can learn from o ur animals .
Th ey a rc fa r m ore th an just
pets! 0

TALK TO

TOKYO

(Contin ued fro m page 14)

(Continued from page 17)
g ifts, so shopping is a popular

into this trap at times.
Gossi p is spreadi ng little mi stakes or faults aro u nd by tell ing
the m to ot hers. If we always go to
ot he rs a bo u t the mistakes our
fri ends m ake, we arc g ui lty of
gossi p and will soon lose what
friends we have.
T o cover a transgressi on m eans
to forgi ve and forget about it.
Some things can be let go and
ignored. T his will h elp us keep
the frie nds we have.
The best friend

There is onc frie nd common to
all of us, who is the ultimate
exam ple. H e loves everyone constan tly and h as spec ial conce rn
for the underprivileged. H e looks
for the needs in everyone he sees
a nd he doesn 't leave his friends
alon e.
This great fr iend is the a ut ho r
of forg ive ness a nd nobody can
cover a sin like he can. Gossip ?
No way! He won't even remember othe r people's mistakes once
th e y say t hey' re so r ry a n d
change!
If you haven't guessed by now,
that best fr iend of all fri ends is
God . How can you get to know
H im ? H ow can He reall y become
one of your fri ends ? Easy! Just
ask H im .
God is read y a nd wi lling to
answer yo u when yo u ask Him to
help yo u and whe n you as k for
His friendship.
Y ou can learn to tal k to Him
(see "Your Royal Invitat ion ,"
You th 84. A pril issue) . Y ou can
also learn to listen to H im by
st udyi ng His W ord as in the
"Teen Bible S tudy" in each issue
of You th 85.
If you'd like more information
o n how to get closer to O Uf g reat
Creator, and if yo u'd like to kn ow
what He has to offe r you in the
future, write or call and request
o ur fr e e bookl ets , Do es God
Exis t? and Why Were Y ou Born?
You 'll fi nd the add ress nearest
yo u a nd the toll -free numbe r
in si de th e fro nt cover of this
magazine . 0

pastime for m any Tokyo teen s .
Because of the c rowded cond i-

tion s and high price of land in
T ok yo, so me shop pi ng cen te rs
have been built undergrou nd!
Th ou gh s por ts , t r a vel a n d
sho pp ing o ft e n bec ome d ati ng
ac tiv ities , the most com mon date

is to go to a k issa te n ( p ronounced, ke y-sah -ten ) . Kissatens
are unique to J apan and arc like
an e legant coffee shop. Coffee is
ex pens ive (20 0-500 ye n, a bout
$ 1.50 to $2 U .S .); however, once
it is pu rchas ed , there i s no
pressure to leave or reorder when
custo mers finish .
Teens ofte n s pend two or t hree
hours talking or j us t enjoying the
atmos p h e re of each kis s at en .
Som e k i ss at ens are furnis hed
w i t h i nt e rn ati on al an ti q u es;
others provide informal entertainment such as jazz music or poetry
read ing .
Many Japanese teenagers are
able t o pay for these activities
because of their part-time jobs.
Teen em ploym ent, part icu larly in
restaurants and stores, is a vital
par t of t he J apanese econo my.
T okyo t eens often regret the
intense pressure to perform well
in sc hool. A t ti m es the stud ying
can be a trem en dou s burden .
M ost, however , ag ree that the
re ward of lifetime em ploymen t
m a k es t he e ffort wo rt hw h i le .
Besides, there is generally sti ll
time for travel, sports and lei surely t alks at the k issaten.
A t nigh t , ne on lights fl ash the
n ame s o f co m pa n i es kn own
world wide for their modern product s. But, the sight of a wo man in
a kimono, a crowded sushi bar
during the lunch hou r and the
orde rly a rray of shoes in the
entryway of a hom e all se rve as a
reminder that the past is not far
away in T okyo . 0
Editor's no te: Th e au t hor.
K evin B la c k b u rn . is a Pl ain
T ruth magazine staff mem ber
a nd fre quently travels to th e
Orie nt . H e is studying Japanese
language and cu lture a t UCLA .

Letters
(Continued from inside f ront cover)
her say , "Sec. this is what I've been
trying to tell yo u all the se years." Then I
can tell her how much I've co me to
appreciate he r guiding hand .
Kristy Schnoor
Pine Rive r, Minnesota

Make your own rainbow
On page 16 of your magazine for M ay,
19 8 5 the rai nbow d ata. Wh at I
wonder is, why don't yo u fix your ow n
rainbow in the m iddle of the day, in your
yard?
I recommend for yo u. at midday. to
take a pressure water hose in yo ur hand
and stand with your back turned tow ard
the sun, and if yo u want a pot of gold at
the end of the rainbow , put it the re on
the land. and turn the hose on fine spray!
A nd watc h that rainbow develop right
there before you r own eyes.

J .F. McClellan
D elco, North Carolina

Cry for help
I just wrote to thank you for your
article "W hen a Friend Cries for Help"

in "News That Affects You" (Youth 85,
March).
A friend of mine tried to kill herself a
co uple of mont hs ago . A few other
friends of ours got angry with her. N ow
she says I'm her only friend.
I thought that people who talked about
comm itt ing s uicide never did. You r
article told me otherw ise! Now I'll heed
my friend's calls for help!
Y our article really hit home. Th anks
for opening my eyes.
L. Fosler
Seward, Nebraska

" A Career That Counts"
Congrat ulations on the March Youth
85 articl e, "How A bout a Career That
Counts?" As a recently qualified C harte red A ccountant (CA), I was pleased to
read an article that encouraged yo ung
people to investigate a career in accountmg .
A llo w me to encourage yo ur readers to
not disregard training for an accounting
career if it does not appear interest ing at
fi rst glance. In my fi rst few years at
un iversity, I ca n recall havin g little
interest, if not outright disdain, for the
study of accoun ting . Once I tried a
course, however, I liked it. N ow I have an
enjo y abl e j o b with a " Big Eig ht "
accounting firm that provides a measure
of financial security for my family .
S . Brent White
Fredericton, N ew Brunswick
SEPTEMBER
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somet hing abo ut th ese things. To
do th at , you have to find a so urce
of info rmation yo u can trust. I
hope th at you r parents will be one
such source. A nd I also hope th at
Youth 85 will be another one.
Qu ite fran kly, the re ason Yo uth
8 5 exists - and t hr ives - is that

the type of knowled ge it offers
(about the reall y im portant subjects) doesn't exist in the schools!
It is precious knowledge indeed .
When I g rad uated, I was I 10
out of 4 30 . T hat's not horrible,
bu t it 's not great either. When
yo u grad uate from high sc hool
you will find out whe re you ran k.
You may do better or you may
not d o as well. I encourage you to
do the best yo u can.

READER BY--LINE

First Impressions

I

By Karen McCutchan

BRRII N:"GG! T he school bell
rang at 8 a.m . I did n't know
any body except for m y fr iend
S hirley in the crowd of seventh
g rad ers.
I felt ve ry uncom fortable
because ev e ryone knew everybod y else except for S hi rley and
me. It was m y fi rst day at a
brand new sc hool.
H ow I wish I was at my oId
schoo l! I thought. At least I
kn ew m y class mates. All myoId
friends teased me when they
fo und out I was going to a
d ifferent school than t hey were.
I t ried hiding my acceptance
letter so t hat I might not have to
go, but th at didn 't work.
I sat down nex t to Shi rley in
t he u nfamiliar classroom. I had
heard so many things a bo ut my
new schoo l. I looked around and
noticed th e girls. Their hair was
perfect and they sat st raig ht
with thei r hands folded.

I
I

I'm never going to get along

"

with girls like t hat , I t hought.
Someone who had go ne to this
sc hool said that even if yo u
d ropped yo ur pencil yo u got
punished . I know I'm not going
to like it here, I decided . M y
t ho ug hts were interrupted by
t he teacher.
u G ood morning ," he said

I

,

•

I
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with a g reat big smile. " Wh y
d on' t we begin the year wit h
everyone standing up and introd ucing him or herself?"
Oh , no! I th ought. I d idn't
have t o d o thi s at m y oId
school!
I started to break out in a cold
sweat when S hirl go t up and
gave her litt le " ice b rea ker."
Then I go t up and gave my
name, age, and a little backgro un d a bo u t m ysel f. I was
relieved when it was ove r.
T he g irl next to me got up
and said in t his high, sq ueaky
voice, " My name is J olene, but
if you can' t remember that you
can call me J o."
Wh at a s no b, I t ho ug ht.
S hirley and I looked at each
ot her and chuckled.
A ft er that class, we had 10
minutes to get to our next one.
During that ti me Shirley and I
evaluated the whol e class. We
pointed and stared at the students walking by. Hardl y any of
o ur evaluat ions were good .

A week went by and things
weren' t go ing too bad . I wish
peopl e were more friendly, I
thought. It was hard meeting
new people. I only m et a couple
of kids in my class and they
were pretty nice.

Still, if you are reall y smart,
yo u will realize th at high school
will not teach you man y necessar y
things a bout life, and that you
therefore must learn the m elsewhe re . Further, you will t hen do
som et hing a bou t it and try 10
learn t hem.
A nd if yo u do, you will find
that, in the most important things
at least , you are ind eed at the top
of the class! 0

A month went by and then
the sem este r came. So far no
one had been p un ish ed fo r
droppi ng a pencil. It was hard,
but Shirley and I met more of
ou r c las s mates, whic h made
school enj oyable.
Finally, th e last d ay of school
came. It was sad leavin g my new
frie nds for th e summer. I even
cried . I wished I co uld go back
to t he first d ay and m eet my
friends earlier than I d id.
I learned a lot of things my
first year at this sc hool. The first
t hing I learn ed is, don' t make
j ud g m en ts based o n ru m ors .
The only reason I didn 't like th is
school was beca use my frie nds
teased me and som eo ne who

didn 't like it told me lies .
Second, don 't be hardhead ed .
If I had n't been so st ub born, I
would have go tten along better
with m y classm ates and liked
m y school sooner t han I did .
Last, but not least, it takes
more than 10 m inutes to fairly
judge a person. You know the
sayi ng , " Don' t j udge people on
first im pressions ." Give them a
chance to sho w their real personality.
By the way - th at girl who
wanted people to call her J o?
W ell , tod ay she's one of m y very
closest friends! 0
Editor 's no te: T he autho r,
ag e 17 , is f ro m Pa s adena ,
California. If you would lik e to
s u b m it a n article f or this
section, send it to: "Reader
By-Line, " Youth 85, 300 W.
Green St ., Pasadena, California . 911 29.

YOUTH ON

CAMERA

These hairy subjects sat still just long enough
for J6-year-old Michelle Osborne of Lower
Templestowe, Victoria. Australia, to win first
place in the nature category of a national photo
contest.
SEPTEMBER
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BY THE WAY...

'I'm.
I

otan
"
•

By Dexter H. Faulkner

H

character in th e movie, he lped
women to sto p be ing passive and

I

scripture .-,

Forgive me for not q uot ing
Deuteronomy 22:5 :
" A wo man s hall not w ear

anything that pertain s to a man,
nor s h a l l ' a m a n put o n a
woman' s garme nt, for all who do
so are an abom ination to the

o ld it! Stop! W ait a
minute ! Dexter H.
Faulkner is not a male
c hauvinist pig.
. M y articl e "Bew are of
Mi staken Identity " in this
co l u m n in F e bru a r y was
wr itten to hel p st e er you ng
people ' s m inds o u t of today's
sexual con fus io n, no t t o put
d ow n women .
But let me quote from a letter
from Ton ya H . who defini tel y
felt otherw ise.
"Y o u r art icle ' Bewa re of
M ist aken Id ent ity' was biased
and m isleading. Did you forget
to me ntion th at Tootsie, the

I

bizarre is t hat the autho r did not
back up his st atements of what
' God wants' with numbe rs of

su bmit to the evil manipulati on
o f men ?"

Angeles and ot her C aliforn ia
cities (also rampant in Lond on
and E uropean ci t ies), but t he
t re nd toward homosexualit y is

Lord your G od ." God plai nly
says what H e wan ts .
Th at d oe s n "t m c an t ha t

alarm ing .

thcy are working in the yard or
doing some ot he r such j ob, or
just for relaxing. But j ust like in
Bibl e days, and in t he M iddle
East today, the garments of men

Ton ya said th at th e breakdown
of sex roles has not left her
confused. I'm happy to know t hat
she isn 't confused. I wish I could
say that about man y ot her you ng
people. As for th e movie Tootsie,
I'm sure it had its redeeming
values, but the point I was trying
to make was th at men should not
be dressing a nd ac t ing like
women .

After quoti ng I Corint hia ns
14:30-33 that says G od is not a
God of confusion, Tonya wrote:
"The passage, st rangely, mentio ns nothing of G od ' s desire fo r
people to avoid confusion in the
mann er of th eir dressing. Also

women can't wear jeans w hen

and women are different, robes
or not.

A g ain , Tonya wro te : " T he
auth or stat ed th at m en a nd
women are to dress differentl y,
and that men arc to have shorte r
hair th an women . H o wever ,

Christ is portrayed as having
lon g hair . . ."

J esus C hrist being d epicted as
having long hair is a whole other
art icle, Please read what Paul,
an apostl e of J esu s C hrist, wrote
in I Co r i n t h ia ns 11 :14-1 5:

I'd like to sha re rr- - - - - -- -- - - - - - - - - -- -- -, " Does not even nature
itself teach you t hat if
with you my answer
a man has long hair, it
to T onya, becau se
is a di shonor to him ?
some of yo u may have
Bu t if a wo m an has
reacted to the article
long hair, it is a g lory
in the sa me way.
to her ; for her hair
Alarmin g trend
is give n to her for
a cove ri ng. " J e s u s
Perhaps you are n' t
C h r is t in spire d
seeing d ai ly what I
t hose word s.
see here i n Los

I

No matter
w hat a rt is t s

Differen ces bet w e en
men and wom en a re
high light e d in this
ca rtoo n look a t se xua l
identit y. (Illu strati on by
Bruce He dge s)
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hundr ed s of
yea rs
lat er
th ought, Jesu s
(Continued on
page 29)

Not an MCP!
(Contin ued f rom page 28)
C hris t did no t have long ha ir. For
a full ex planation, ca ll or write fo r
o ur free reprint, " D id Jes us Have
Long H ai r ? "
Tan ya went on to say: "God
has blessed wome n with intellige nc e, a nd if t he in telligence was
ne ve r to be u se d to b en e f it
huma nit y - m an y wom en hold
respon sible , import ant, outsidethe-home positions - then why
d idn 't G od just m ak e women
m ind less bod ies t ha t we re not
possessed of intell ige nce beyond
that of a d og ?"
M an y women th at I kn o w
wo u ld be h ig hl y o f fe n d ed a t
T on ya ' s s uggest ion t h at those
who have chosen marriage and
motherhood as a career cou ld
have bec n c reated as " m ind less
bodies not possessed of intellige nce beyond that of a d og ." T hat
is j u st ano t her o f t h e t r a gi c
fa llac ie s fo isted u pon wo me n
today. Not all women are fooled .
They know they don't have to
"hold responsi ble, important, outside-the-home positions" to prove
thei r intelligence a nd wort h .
What greater bene fi t to mankind is there tha n trai nin g and
instructing, molding if you will,
the next ge neration?
Successful women

•

I work with women who have,
man y times because o f econom ic
reasons, done bot h . Before they
ma rried a nd had c hild re n, the y
worked ou tside the home. After
becom ing mothers, t hey put all
their energies into professionall y
re arin g and in s t ruc ti ng their
c h i ld r e n a nd ru n ni n g t he ir
homes.
Ot her very successful wome n I
know have never worked outside
the hom e . T hese women prove
t h e ir in tell ig en ce a n d wo rth
wh erever they are and in w hatever they do.
W omen of the last generation
in partic ular have bee n expressing
their ange r at the wrongs perpet ra ted agains t t he m by me n . I
have to agree th at their co m plaints are many times correc t.

But this is not G od 's world . G od
is no respec ter of pe rsons. Those
follow ing H im have no need to
fea r t hat H e is part ial to either
sex .
" For as many of you as were
baptized in to C hr ist have put on
C hrist. There is neithe r J ew nor
G reek , there is neit he r slave nor
free , there is neither male nor
female ; for you are all one in
C h r ist J esus" (G a lat ia ns 3:27 28).
And His is the exam ple I try to
follow. Pl ease forgive me if I have
offe nded a ny of yo u readers, but I
won't apologize for t ryi ng to slow
down suc h a perverse tren d whe n
its tragi c resu lts are so appare nt
all a round us.
P .S . I a p pr ec iated T o nya's
le tte r. It was well- wri tten a nd
t hought-provoking. A fte r all, it
inspi red th is column. An y of yo u
reade rs who would like to pass
a lo ng yo ur co mments - suggestion s, complaints, w hatever please kn ow that th ey are welcome . 0

'They Say I'm Shy'
(Continued from page 10)
order to hid e their insecurity.
T his fea r of people is often
fro m not having been taug ht the
social skills a nd graces to confid ently handl e people sit ua tio ns.
For exam ple, often those conside red shy have n' t been ta ught how
to start and continue a conversation, as k for someth ing im porta nt
or spea k up in front of others.
T he pros a n d cons

S hyness has som e d e sirable
c ha rac ter traits. S ome s hy people
a re co n te n t to stay t h a t way
because they have d iscovered the
ben efits of being reserved, retiring , unass uming , mod est and
eve n so ph ist ic a te d . Shy ne ss is
ofte n seen as being di screet and
in t r os p ec t ive . An d th is hel p s
privacy and trust.
S hy people are rarely in volved
in inti mida t ing peop le, be ing
overbearing or fo rc ing thei r way
on others.
S hy people tend to be select ive
in re lati ng to others. T hey s ta nd

back, they obser ve and t hey ac t
caut ious ly and del ibera tel y. They
often see k to avoid confl icts and
can be valued as good listeners .
B u t t here arc dr aw b a ck s.
Bec a u se t h e y ge ne ra ll y a void
confrontation, shy people often
fai l to take the initiati ve whe n
ac tio n is called for. A s they a lso
ge ne rally fa il to free ly express
t he m selves , t hey may be les s
effeetivc in shaping the wor ld .
S hy people are gene ra lly reluctant to bargain and negotiate.
T hey may a lso avoid as king for
hel p with persona l problems a nd
so m iss the benefits o f ot he rs '
expertise and wisdom.
Labels can b e change d

S omewhere in your past , someone may have tagged the la bel
shy on you. But it isn't ca rved in
g ra ni te and it can be c hanged .
Here are some poi nters:
I. Recogn ize you r s t re ngt hs
and weaknesses and don 't waste
energy a nd t ime fee li ng sorry
a bo u t how others label yo u .
2. When yo u need informatio n,
t ak e th e ch an ce t o pr ac t ic e
tal king to people. For exam p le,
call d epartme nt stores to c heck
on sale ite ms and pr ices. C a ll t he
libra ry a nd a sk t he reference
li brarian fo r so me fac ts a nd
figu res. S ome find t ha t usi ng the
telephone allows them to prac tice
tal kin g to people w ithou t the
a d d it io na l p ressu re o f faci ng
them in person .
3 . Dress a nd groo m in ways
t hat make yo u feel com for table
a nd a t ca se . Wh e n yo u fee l
positive abo u t yourself, yo u a lso
feel more capab le of handling
life.
4. Be fi rst to say " he llo" to
your fr ie nds. S m ile and say a few
c h e e r y w o rds . Th e y w ill be
pleased t hat you were eage r to
ta lk to t he m . Give since re com plimen ts. It is an easy way to start a
conve rsation and it helps othe rs as
well as yourself.
Be enco uraged with the positi ve sid e o f a c ontroll ed s hy
nature. W ork to overcome weakne s s e s . S e e k to bec ome th e
u n ique, fu lfill ed pe rso n G od ' s
c reative hand meant for you to
be! 0
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