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Letters
Uncle killed by drunk driver

I was reading your article " Teens and
Booze [the High Price of Abuse)" in the
September issue . I wanted to say this
article touched me very much, because I
had an uncle killed the same way as
Sharon was - at the hands of a dru nken
driver.

I took a course in driver's education
this summer, and saw films of what
d rinking and driving can do to people.

So from this course and losing my
uncle I have learned drink ing and driving
don't mix.

Dana Hathcoat
Arkadelphia, Arkansas
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" Behind the Bright Lights . .. ..

I would like to say that I really enjoyed
reading your article "Behind the Bright
lights . . . " [August ]. It's a story that
teaches people one of the problems of life
without God. At 13 , I hea r and know a
lot of problems with teenage rs, such as
drugs , alcohol. runaways, etc . They're
real t ragedies.

I'm grateful that I have your magazine
with its sensible articles to read and learn
from. I'm sure there's no other like it.

Denise Ham let
Brooklyn , New York

Al coholic in the family

My mother has a drinking problem.
I am scared th at someday I will be like

her. I don't drink very often anymore
because I don't want to have that terrible
problem.

The advice I have for those who have
an alcoholic in the fami ly is to pray to
God fervently. It helps. It has for me. My
mother does a lot better now.

I know it is a disease and is very hard
to overcome, but with God's help and the
fami ly support it ca n be done .

Name Withheld
Minnesota

Real love

T hank vou so much for Your articles. -
"Hey, Look Me Over" and " Pu tting
Your Love to the Test" {September]. I
am trying to learn what real love is and
what it isn' t so I can do everything right
next time after two bad marr iages. I
thank God for opening my mind to see
my mistakes.

Al though I'm not a youth anymore, I
enjoy readi ng Youth 84 and particularly
this issue. I asked God for help and He
sent it through the mail.

Name Withheld
Illinois
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By Herbert W. Armstrong

WHY civil wars and violence - with no hope in sight
f or peace? World leaders do not know! They do not know that they

could have peace now, in 1985,
in full security for the future. R ead how in this eye-opening article.

-•

•

H ER E IS A WAY - a
tried and proven way
- a SU RE way - to

end all fear of any all-out
nuclear hot war between
the U nited S ta tes a nd the
Soviet U nion.

What a pity that the gov
ernments a nd t he peoples of
th is world re m ai n blind ed to
THAT W AY! And it is so
sim ple!

It's j us t as sim ple as this: There
is a C A U SE fo r every EFFECT 

ye t our whole socie ty and way of
life tod ay is based on t reating the
effect. IG :-.lORI N G the CAUSE! OUT

people do it in treating s ickness
and di sease. T hey do it in dealing
wit h c r i m e . They do i t in
WORK I J".: G FO R P EA CE!

Working for peace
Everybody wants P EA C E - or

at least , so we profess! W e WOR K

for peace! T he pope pleads for
P EAC E! Prime ministers st rive for

PEA CE ! Yet there is no peace!
WHY?
T he very NEWS of a ll thi s

"working for peace" was reported
millenn ia ago in biblical proph
ecy! But, it was also reported,
"The WAY OF PEACE they know
not" ( Isaiah 59 :8) .

So, the nati o ns a nd wo rld
leaders CRY for peace - work for
peace, while they endorse, sanc
tion and continue the way of
WAR! They follow the way that is
the CAUSE of WAR , trying to STOP
war by deal ing with the effect.
ignoring the CAUSE!

The world today is a good deal
like the dope addic t, who finds he
is "hooked," and can't "kick i t"
on the one hand - and , on the
other , he is fo rce d to keep
g rad ua lly increasing the dosage
to j ust hold his own. It becomes
ve ry COS i ly, a nd m ost d ope
addicts resort to stealing. crime
- any thing to get thei r hands on
enou gh money to keep up their
g row ing , escalati ng , eve r-more
costly habit.

Isn't it about time we come to
UN D ERST A:"<J D?

Nations never NEEDED
go to war

Yieldi ng to II U MA :"<J N ATU RE is
the CAUSE of war.

R ebell ion against God's law of
peace is the CA US E of war.

So now let's take a look at one
of the 10 PO' ''TS of G od's basic
spirit ual law . I mean that point
that has to do with WARS!

In respect to WAR , the basic
point is the S ixth Command ment.
It says, sim ply, "Thou shalt not
kill. :

If a ll nati ons obeyed tha t
commandment and followed the
way o f L O V E tow a rd ot he r
humans, there would be no war.

But , one argues, that's a pre tty
plat it ude - but it's not practical
- it won't work. W HY? Because,
he argues, if y our nation obeys

Reprinted from ttre September. 1984, issue of the
Plmn rrulh m3g3l lne

JANUARY 1



Everybody wants
peace or at least,

so we profess! Yet
there is no peace.

Why?

that commandment and is d is
armed wi t h no m ili tary force, it
wou ld be a ttacked and beaten by
so me other nation tha t disobeyed
God's law, and bel ieved in WA R.

Your nat ion would therefore be
hel pless.

Oh, bu t it WOULO,,'T! The
C reator understand s human na
ture better than we hum ans do.
H E PROVlO ED FOR THAT!

~ Let's open OU T eyes to down
~ to-eart h pract ical TRUTH - to
u,
~ FA CT!

11 You thi nk the Al m ighty Cre
~ator-God is imprac tical - t hat
~ He leaves those who OBEY Him.
t w ho accept H is GOVERN ME N T

over them, HELPLESS? O ne of t he
responsibilities of GO VERN MENT

is to protect it s own su bjects! You
th ink - do you? - that the
GOVER" MENT OF G OD is so fee ble
and lacking in power that it is
u nable to protect t he individ ual or
the nat ion it governs?

Open you r eyes, now, to t he
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FACTS! God did take a people to
be H is nation. H e took a fam ily of
so me two m illion hel pless SLAVES
- a ll d escended fro m God's
fr iend A braham - and offered to
set t hem up as a nation under H is
governm ent .

Notice now, in yo ur Bible, t he
s pec ific app lica tio n of the
command ment, "Thou shalt not
kill," to m ilitary force and war.

N otice how G OD says to those
und e r HIS GO V E RN ME N T, t hat
H tS GOVERN ME NT - a n a ll
powerfu l supernatu ral and su pe r
nat ional govern ment - will P RO

TECT H is people agains t any
invad ing force .

God said to Israel: "But if thou
shalt indeed obey hi s voice, and
do a ll that I speak ; then I will be
an en emy unto thine enem ies, and
an adve rsary unto thi ne adv ersar
ies . . . and I will cut them off"
(Exod us 23:22-23) .

God promised su pernaturally
to figh t any invading enemy to
protect the nat ion and people

unde r HIS gov ernment. I intend
to give yo u am ple case histories to
verify t his.

Bu t is it j ust as wrong for G OD
to fig ht an invading army, and if
necessary, take h uman life, as for
humans? A BSO LUT E LY ~OT! God
is the GIVER of hum a n li fe .
Hu man lives belong 10 Him ! H e,

alone. has t he RI GHT to take
human lives. T he Sixth Com
mand ment forbids M A l': , of his
own volit ion and at his di scretion
- to take human life!

Why ancient Israel
went to war

Bu t did you no tice - t here
we re CO~DITI Or-;S to G od' s prom
ise of d ivine protection . H e said
H e would protect them " if t hou
shalt indeed obey his voice, and
do a ll that I speak ."

D ur ing this first 6,000 years, in
G od' s master plan, H e d oes not
fo rce any nation, or individ ual, to
come under H is GOVER~MENT.

T hat decision is le ft to man's free
C HOICE.

Wh e n G od, wit h His ow n
thundering voice, deli vered the
10 basic poin ts of His inexorable
spiri tual law from Mt. Si na i, He
was outl ining for M A J'KI ND the
way to peace , happ iness an d
abu ndant we ll-being . This a pplies
to every ind ivid ual and to every
nation. T ransgression of this basic
law is SIN (I J ohn 3:4) .

T his law - the ve ry pr inciple
of RIGHT as d istinguished from
WRONG - had , of course, exis ted
from t he time of Adam .

Y o u ' ll fi nd t he acco u n t of
G od 's delivering of this law in
Exod us 20: 1-1 7 and Deuterono
my 5:4 -22. Bu t, beg in ning Exo
du s 20: 18, yo u will read th e
account of G od layi ng down basic
laws and statutes of H is natio nal
civi l go ve r n m e n t deli vered
t hroug h M oses.

Then, once God had res tated
before this vas t fam ily of Israel 
ites H is basic spir itua l law - the
foundational PRI NCIPLE for all the
national civil s ta tutes and j udg
ments - and a lso bas ic ci vil
statu tes and ordi nances, God put
it to these people, t h roug h M oses,
to CHOOSE whet he r t hey would
acce pt HI S GOV E RNMENT over
them.

Notice the co m ple ting of the
COVE NANT -- t he AG REEMENT
bet ween G od and this PEOPLE 
to fo rm th e m in to a NATION

unde r GOD'S GOVERNMENT.
" And M oses took half of t he

blood, and put it in basons; and
[Continued on page 25)
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By Clayton Steep

Does that ever happen to you? Just why is it so hard to say no?

•

•

rugs, sex, smoking,
alcohol abuse,

cheating - it may
seem like everyone around
you is doing it.

Deep inside you know you
shouldn't join in, But it's a real
struggle not to. Sometimes 
maybe even often - you give
,
tn,

Why?
Let's think about that.
Perhaps you' ll be surpr ised to

learn you aren't the only one
faced with temptatio ns . They
happen to everybody. We are all
co ntinually tempted to do what
we shouldn' t do. A nd there is a
g reat reason why th is s ituation
exists, as we are about to see.

Eve's experience

What is probably the most
talked about temptati on that ever
took place? You're right if you
answered the temptation of Eve,
Eve was the first human being
ever to be tempted, The account
of her experience, believe it or
not, reveals why it's so hard for
you to say no. Let's look at it.

As the thi rd chapte r of the
book of Genesis opens, Eve is
spending some time next to a
most unusual tree in the midst of
a beautiful garden. She and her
husband Adam are free to eat the
fru it from every tree in that

garden - except fro m this one
particular tree. The fruit from
this tree is off limits, It is not
good for them, It is not to be
eaten and both Adam and Eve
know it.

Now notice the first thing we
can learn here. We don't know
where Adam is at this point, but
wh y is Eve loitering around this
tree? She knows she isn 't sup
posed to eat its fruit. Why does
she han g around te m ptation?
Why docs she allow herself to be
tempted?

There are many other trees in
that garden that offer j us t as
much shade. Why does Eve insist
on sticking around potential trou
ble? Why doesn't she ge t her feet
into action, turn around and walk
swiftly away from it ?

If you have a problem with
drugs, why do you hang around
where drugs are available ? Or if
you have a problem with sex,
alcohol or anything else, why do
you linger where you know you' ll
be tempted to do what you don't
want to do? You know you' ll give
in, Y o u can 't c ud d le u p to
temptation and expect that you
won't get burned.

"Can a man scoop fire into his
lap without his clothes being
burned? Can a man walk on hot
coals without hi s fe et being
scorched?" (Prover bs 6: 27-28 ,
New International Version) . No
he can 't and neither can you , Get

away from temptation! Flee! It's
not cowardly. It 's smart!

T hat's what Eve should have
d one . S h e didn ' t. She hung
around and wound up eating the
fruit she wasn't supposed to cat.

Three enemies

Poor Eve, She was outnum
bered, She was up against three
enemies at the same time, Just
like you often are,

Eve's first enemy was her own
self and the desires of her own
body, She saw th at the fru it on
that tree looked really interesting.
She was full of curiosity , How
would th at fruit taste? Was it soft
to th e bite or sort of crisp? What
kind of sensation would it pro
duce? Would it feel good after it
was down?

The more Eve thought about it,
the weaker her willpower became,
Finally she couldn't say no, She
mad e the mistake of thinking
about how it would be to eat the
fruit. S he should have gotten her
mind on something else, And
gotten out of there!

Eve's second enemy was peer
pressure. True, no other human
was pres e nt. Bu t th ere was
somebody there: a talking ser
pent! Now you would really be
shocked if you were looking at a
snake and it began to talk, But
Eve was not shocked, Do you
know wh y?

Eve had only been created a

JANUARY 3



matter of days earlier. Everything
was new and amazing to her: t he
rising and se tt ing of the sun, t he
smell o f fl owers, the birds sing
ing, t he d ifferent sounds made by
d ifferent an imals. So a serpent
that eou ld ta lk ? Well, why not ?

S o there Eve was with ano ther
be ing t hat eo u ld e a r ry o n a
conversa t io n - an intelli gen t
being. A nd this being was tempt
ing her to do what she knew was
wrong. The a rg uments used were
hard to resist. "Oh , come on , it
won' t hurt yo u . It will be a
mind- e xpan d i n g e x pe ri e nce .
You'll be left out if yo u don't do
. ".t.

H ave yo u ever felt peer pres
sure like this? Eve wan ted to be
accepted by this individual who
was speaki ng with he r. A fter a ll,
wouldn't she look chicken if she
di dn ' t go along wi th what he
said ? H er pride would n't allow
that.

She gave in to his sugges t ion .
Her no cam e out yes .
E ve' s th ir d enem y wa s a n

unseen , but ev il spir it who wanted
Eve to suffe r and be destroyed .
T hat serpent Eve listened to, it
cou ld n ' t r eall y tal k . S erpen ts
can' t talk any more than zebras
can. A powerfu l but evi l spi rit
was speaking through that se r
pent. That spir it was Satan the
devil.

The same S atan is sti ll act ive
today. Y es, some peop le may
poke fun at the idea and say the
devil is j ust a si lly su pe rst it ion .
H e doesn' t care . H e knows he is
real and he goes right on with his
evil plan.

S at an wants to destroy a ll
humanity. That's his goal. He
espec ially wa nts to ruin young
people like you, because you are
the futu re of hu manity. T oday
S atan doesn ' t talk th ro ug h a
serpent. H e doesn 't have to. He
h a s m ore ef fec ti ve w a y s o f
infl uencing people - ways that
didn't exist in the ti me of Adam
and Eve.

T od ay he can use radio, televi
sio n, records a nd tapes, movies,
novels , magazin es - a ll these
comparatively recent inven tions
that form people's ideas of what
are the fun and excit ing things to
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do. His influence is everywhere in
th e wo rl d. Y our f r ie nds a nd
classmates who try to pressu re
you i n to d o ing wrong d on ' t
rea lize it, but they themselves are
doing exactly what their enemy
S atan wants them to do. Just like
Eve.

Don't you get caugh t too!

What can you do about it?

If you give in to peer pressure,
who is going to be hurt the most?
Your friends? N o. You yo urself!
Don't sacr ifice your ow n welfare
j ust so you can fi t in with the
crowd for a few moments.

W hen peer pressu re is applied,
a simple "No, that's not for me"

God wants us
to be overcomers.

He wants us
to stand tall and

firm against
everything that

is harmful
or wrong.

should be enough. In case it isn 't,
have an answer ready yo ur friends
will identi fy with.

It will take tactfulness to do
this without offend ing them . But,
when you get down to it , yo ur
character and stand ing up for
what is ri ght a re worth the ri sk
and the effort.

If you are a gir l and you are
offered drugs, you could say, " N o
way. I'm not going to risk giving
birth to a deformed baby!" W ho
can argu e with that ?

Or if you are a guy, say: " T his
is t he only body and brain I'm
going to have in th is life . I'm not
goi ng to mess them up." T he
sa m e a nswer s h o ld true fo r
alcohol abuse or smoking.

S omeone is su re to tell you , " A
littl e bit won 't hurt. " Y our

ans wer mi g h t be : "That's not
what s ta t is t ics prove . Look them
up and see! Y ou have to p r ove to
me that it's safe." Pu t the burden
of proof o n t h o se wh o a r e
tempting you.

When it is a moral q uestion
such as cheating , say, " I have to
live wi t h m y conscience." Or. " I
bel ieve I'm even tuall y going to
have to answer for what I do in
this life."

When it 's a matter of sex, one
reader told us her answer was, " If
you reall y loved me, you wouldn' t
[p ress ure he r for sex] ." Y ou
could convey the message, " I'm
not going to com pro mise a happy
marriage for a few m inut es of
cheap thrills."

T he o th er t wo e nem ies you
face - the desi res of your own
m ind and bod y, which are often
wrong, and the influence of S atan
- can be harder to deal with. But
you can do it.

Fi rs t of a ll , as mentioned
earl ie r . get away fro m tempta
tion . S tay away from it. Move
else where. F ill your mind and
your life with good things, with
worthw hile interests , wit h con
struct ive hobbies, with projects
tha t a re helpfu l and profi table to
you and to others .

Secon d, realize that God has
allowed all o f us humans to be
tem pted to do wrong. He permits
temptat ions to come ou r way.
Why, you m ight ask, does H e do
tha t? For a great purpose - so
we ca n become st rong by resist
mg.

G od wants us to be overcom
ers. He wants us to stand tall and
firm against everyth ing that is
harmful or wrong . It is a question
of character and princi ple.

Make resistin g temptati on a
ha bit. You 'll never be so r ry .
T hose who do are the ones who
will be rewarded in th is life and
in the next li fe.

Finally, ask God to help yo u
res ist temptation . He promises
He will do just that if you are
sincere. He says, " I will st rength
en yo u, yes, I will hel p you"
( Isaiah 4 1:1 0 ).

Go to Him for that hel p. T hen,
when you try to say no, it will
come out no .' 0



Looking back, I reali ze t hat it
was more t han just a game to me.
I lea rned a valuable lesson that
eve n ing because of th e o ther
tea m . I learned the val ue o f
persis tence.

My team had the lead from the
beginni ng of the game. At one
time we were almost 20 poi nts
ahead, but t hey just kept coming
back . There was no sign of
di scouragement on any of their
faces as t hey consistently worked
t he ball to the basket. They were
determined not to quit!

As t ime went on. we began to
grov..· weary. Fatig ue was a factor
for both teams. but we began to
lose the d rive we had started
with . M y sides were heaving and
my mout h fe lt like someone had
j us t stuffed an old sock down my
t hroat.

W ho ca res a bou t th e gam e
anyway ? I t hought. I'm tired .

After tyin g the score a t the
final buzzer, the opposing team
e n tere d t he ove r t ime w i t h
increased momentum. W e made a
gallant effo rt , but their drive paid
off in the end .

What m ade the difference ?
Persistence! T hey wouldn't give
up, no matter wha t the odds.

A le sson f or life

What abou t you? How easy do
you give u p? A rc you a chronic
qu itte r ? W e all have areas in
which we are weak.

M aybe yo u have problems at
school. After one or two low
grades do yo u j ust throw u p your
hands and stop trying?

What about with fr iendships?
W hen you have an argument with
a friend, do you just walk away
and try to forget about h im or her
for the rest of your life?

M any times, and in many areas
of life. we give in too soon.

However, t here a re t imes to be
realist ic . For example, although I
love baske tball , I know I'd be
fooli sh to set the goal of becom
ing a professional. I' m too slow, ~

o

I ' m no t t a ll eno ugh a nd my ~

shoot ing percentage isn't high ~
•enough. A s a teenager, I had to ~

recogni ze my limitations and go ~
• 0

on to othe r things. ~

Sometimes we have to evaluate of

•
•

fo rward to a hot s how er.
" Do n 't worry. i t ' s j ust a

game," a spec tator said as she
patt ed me on the back . My
basket ball team had los t by I
point in overtime and, al though I
wasn't upset , t he consolation only
frustrated m e.

Just a game, I t hought. W as it
reall y just a game'!

By Joel Rissinger

The other team just wouldn't quit!
Our drive - and our lead - slowly dwindled.

e rsp i ra t io n p oured
d o wn m y f a c e as I

m ade m y way through
the c row d.

T he band had fi n is hed play
ing, the s pec ta to rs wer e leav
ing a nd the popcorn vendors
were co u n t ing thei r cas h. I
w a s ex haus ted a n d lo o k e d

•

•
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The lesson is
clear: Too many
people stop just
short of success

when they could
have made it in

a few more steps.

our goals, get some adv ice and be
realist ic . But that's not thc same
as quitt in g - just g iving up
because t hings a re too hard.

[f your goal is unattainable, it
should be changed . M any times ,
though, ou r goals are attainable,
but the work involved has become
unatt ract ive .

So, the tendency is to g ive up
too soon. There' s a poem [ keep on
my dresser that I'd like to share
with yo u. The aut hor is ano ny 
mous, but he or she deserves a
medal for this sage advice.

Don ' l Quil

When things go wrong, as they
somet imes will ,

When thc road you ' re trudging
seems all uph ill,

When the funds are low and t he
debts are high ,

And you want to smile, but yo u
have to sigh,

W hen care is pressing you down a
bit -

Rest if you must , but don't you
quit.

Life is queer with its twists and
turns,

As every one of us som etimes
learns,

And many a fa ilure turns about,
When he might have won had he

stuck it out.
Don't give up though the pace

seems slow -
You may succeed with another

blow.

Often the goal is nearer t han
It seems to a faint and faltering

man;
Often the st ruggler has given up
When he might have capt ured the. ,

victor s cup;
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And he learncd too late when the
night sli pped down ,

How close he was to the golden
crown.

Success is fa ilure turned inside
ou t -

The si lver tin t o f the clouds of
doubt ,

And you never can tcU how close
you are,

H may be near when it seems
afar;

So st ick to the fi ght when you're
hardest hit -

It's when things seem worst that
, .

you mustn t quit.

Do n ' l s lop 100 soon

The lesson is clear: Too m any
people stop j ust shor t of success
when they could have made it in
j ust a few more s te ps.

Li fe is not just a game. W e
can't just d rop the ball and walk
away every time things don't go
the way we planned. There's a
time to set yo ur jaw and deter
mine t hat you're not going to give
in . T hat's real persistence!

A persistent man kn ows he can
attain his goal and is determined
to do so. A s I said before, [ kn ow
[ can' t become a professional
basketbaU player, but [ can play
in college. When in high school, [
set a goal of playi ng baske tbaU in
coUege and [ have since attained
it - but that doesn't mean it was
easy.

For instance there were the
nights when we had practice till
10 or I I or even midnight. T here
were times when I had tests to
st ud y for or when [ just didn't
feel like playing . But since I knew
[ could make my goal a reali ty
and I had set m y mind to do so, [
ach ieved it.

" T o dare is t o d o . . . "

Explorer and advent urer John
Goddard is a persistent man. At
age 15 he m ade a list of I 27 life
goals, and he has accomplished
more than 100 of them.

Some of his adventures include
kayaking down t he N ile River,
living with South American head
hunters and piloting jet aircraft at
twice the speed of sound . In the
future he plans to visit the moon

•

as the u ltimate advent ure.
W hat keeps J ohn G oddard

going ? " To dare is to do .. . to
fear is to fai l," he says. h i ot her
words. once he sets a goal. he
dares to accom plish it and sets h is
m ind to do so . In this way, his
ex plo its a re a n inspi ra t io n to
many.

The firs t s tep in becoming
more persistent is to se t challeng
ing, but attainable , goals. These
goals are all around you if you
look for them. You may want to
ge t to know your parents better,
try to get A s on your report card
or try out for an at hlet ic team.
Whatever it is, set thc goal and
then make plans for attaining it.

O nce you know that you can
achieve th is goa l, do n't qu it!
Wh e n yo u g e t d i s coura ged,
remind yourself of how you know
yo u can succeed . A s the poem
says, " Rest if yo u must, but don't
you quit! "

A fter you 've conquered a few
mountains. try somet h ing new
and maybe a little more difficult.
M aybe you could plan to save
enough money to take a trip. You
might try somethi ng more extrav
agant and adventurous.

Y ou 'll find th e more yo u
s ucce ed , the m ore pe r sis t en t
yo u' ll get. You 'll develop more
confi dence and , before you know
it, quitting will seem foo lish in
most instances.

Persistence is one of the most
important keys to achiev ing suc
cess . Our booklet Th e Seven
La ws of Success explains this
vital principle as well as the other
steps you can follow to reach your
dreams, If you'd like to receive a
free copy of this booklet, call or
write the office nearest you 
they are listed on the inside of the
front cover.

The booklet goes on to show
that the most important key to
success and happiness is close
contact with God . [f yo u ask
Him , He will direct you in setting
goals (Proverbs 3:5-6) .

God promises that if you learn
to be persistent in doing what is
right, you' ll reap blessings for the
rest of your life (Galat ians 6:9) .
You can do it if you just stick
with it ! 0
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As a wife and mother, you will
need sk ills t hat can be learned in
courses such as nutr ition , interior
design, cooking and sewing. If
your school offers classes like
these. be sure to take advantage
of them.

A marketable skill

Even though your goal is to be
a homemaker, it is a good idea to
work for a while before marriage
to begin to save money for your
future.

I n this way, you can learn
money man agemen t as well as
save up to contribute to th e
purchase of the furn itu re and
a pp liances ne wl ywed co u p les
need to get star ted.

So, while yo u' re sti ll in school,
choose courses that will provide
you w it h a m a rketable sk i ll.
Exam ples of such co urses are
typing , sho rt hand, co m p uters,
hai rd ressing, dressmaking, book
keeping and business machine

(Continued on page 28)

Pre paring me ats that plea se th e eye
and the tongue - this is just one of th e
a reas a hom em ak er must be expert in.
This profe ssion requires a lot of training
and prepara t io n! ( Photo by Nathan
Faulkner)

and much, much more!
C onsidering the wide varie ty of

skills a homemaker must have,
t he amount of goods and money
entrusted to her care and the
immen se importance of correct
upbringing of ch ildren, a home
maker's education and prepara
ti on are vitally important.

Instead of th inking of school as
someth ing to be end ured on ly as
long as necessary, consider it a
chance to gain knowledge that

can be used for the good of your
future family.

Since your child ren will be
dependent almost entirely on you
for everything fo r at least the first
fe w y ea rs, yo u will need a
we ll- ro unded edu cat ion. Y ou
can 't teach your child ren things
you have not yet learned.

ema

,
By Lynn Marshall

can' t see the point of
staying in school - all

I really want out of
life is to get married and
have children. "

H ow sad to hear this com
ment from a girl in her early
teens .

She is choosing a noble profes
sion, but does she even begin to
real ize what she is say ing? In
essence it is , " I'm going to start
on this challenging lifelong career
without preparing for it. "

What do you mean, "j ust a homemaker"?

A frightening statement

T his is a frig hten ing statemen t
when you consider that much of
the happiness and wel fare of her
famil y is going to rest on her
shoulders .

If she neg lects her educat ion
now, she will have to depend on
know-how gained mostl y by hit
and-m iss methods.

Why do we th ink it natural
that professional people, such as
engineers, dentists and architects,
need to spend years of their lives
in intensive study, followed by a
few more years working under
supervision. while we take it for
granted that homemaking needs
no preparati on whatsoever?

How strange it is that so many
st ill take it for gran ted that a
woman, simply because she is
born a woman, shou ld be an
exper t in dozens of fi elds without
any training .

A homemak er must be an
ex pert interior decorator , nurse,
teacher , hostess, money manager,
gourmet cook, dietician, diplo
mat, clothing care specialis t -

"

,

•
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• Is it possible to be allergic to
the modern world ?

Yes, it see ms .
A new disease doctors are

calling environmental illness or
20th century d isease has emerged
in North A merica.

The condition produces severe
reactions to synthetic materials.
common chemicals, c igarette
smoke, car exhaust, natural gas
and other by-products of the 20th
ce ntury.

Essent ially, the di sease is a
malfunction in the immune
system, which defends the body

'2 against infection. D r. Irvine
s Korman, a specialist in
~ envi ronmental medicine, describes
• the illness as " the flip side of
•
~ AID S."
~ ""These people's immune
.~ systems hyperact, whereas A IDS
~ pat ients' underreact ," said Dr.,
s K orman.
.2 The victims become overly
~ sensitive to such th ings as
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chlorinated tap water, food
add it ives, household detergents,
hai r spray, toothpaste and a
myriad of man-made materials
and products. O nce a person
becomes allergic to a certain
chemical, he usu all y develops
sensitiv ities to others also.

Sym ptoms vary, but may
incl ude chronic headaches,
fatigue, recurrent muscle pains,
hives , severe depression. fainting
spells and anxiety. T he victim's
body is unable to adequately
cleanse itsel f of the chemical
buildup.

In severe cases, victims are
confi ned to rooms furnished only
with safe materials like steel,
porcelain, ceramic and natural
fabrics . Common sy nthetic
materials such as carpet,
wallpaper, foam rubber, plastic
and polyester are carefu lly
avoided . Water and air must be
specially filtered to remove
chemical pollution.

Could a ll thi s be making you sick?
Doct ors have found a group of allergies
called 20th ce ntury d isease.

R esearchers beli eve that
environmental allergies have
developed because of the rising
volume of toxins in our air,
water and food.

T he theory is that , although
the human body normall y adap ts
to a moderate level of
contami nants, envi ronmental
illness can happen if an
ind ividual is exposed to more
toxic chemicals than hi s body
can handle. - By Rober! C.
Taylor 0

DrugUse
Trends

• " Teenage Drug Use
Dropping," reads one headline.
"D rugs A re O ut," "Teen s T urn
Down Drugs" and " Dro ppi ng
O ut of Drugs" read others. T he
good news is, they are par tly
correct. T he bad news is that
around the world , the abuse of
drugs by yo ung people is sti ll a
major problem.

In West Germany, for
example, one survey shows that



•
I

I•
I

•

I
•

20 percent of those between 14
and 20 years old use d rugs
regularly. In It aly, drug
consumption increased 80 percent
among young people in a single
year.

Drug-related deaths are on the
rise in France. The use of
amphetamines is d ropping in
Denmark, but the consumption of
heroin and cocai ne is on the rise.

But it is in the U nited States
where the problem seems to be
the bi ggest. A study by the
U nivers ity of Michigan shows
that in 1978 , 39 percent of
A merican high school seniors said
they had used som e illic it drug
within the past 30 days. In the
latest su rvey (1983) , that
percentage dropped to 32.

T he st udy says that nearly two
thirds of a ll high school seniors
(6 3 percent) report having
so metime used an illicit drug . Of
the sen iors su rveyed , 40 percent

•

report having tried some drug
other than marijuana. The most
popular of these other drugs
included stim ulants (27 percent) ,
inhalants (19 percent) , cocaine
( 16 percent) , hallucinogens such
as LS D and PCP ( 15 percen t) ,
sedati ves (14 percent) and

tranquilizers ( 13 percent) .
Marijuana seems to be falling

rapidly out of favor. In the study,
the number of students who said
they had used only marijuana in
the last 30 days decl ined more
dramaticall y - from 24 percent
in 1978 to 14 percent in 1983.

"Clearly," said Lloyd Johnston,
t he ch ief researcher on t he st udy,
"American young people have
developed a much greater caution
about the regular use of
marijuana. Much of thi s is
attributable to their increased
concern about the psychological
and physical health effects of the
drug."

For a long time, many assumed
marijuana was harmless. But new
evidence is coming in. The
A m erican T horacic Society, a
part of the Am erican L ung
Assoc iation, states that marijuana
contains many of the same
lung-irritating substances as

tobacco, plus others. T hese
chemicals have been linked
to chronic bronchitis and
cancer.

A separate study by the
U.S . government said that
marijuana can also increase
heart rate and blood
pressu re and impair
sho rt-term m emor-y.

The fac t that marijuana
smokers smoke fewer
cigarettes than tobacco
smoke rs is offset by other
facts, accordi ng to the
American Lung Association.
Marijuana cigarettes are
unfiltered and arc generally
smoked down farthe r, so the
chemicals are more
co ncentrated. A lso, marijuana
smoke rs usually inhale deeper
and hold t hei r breath longer
than tobacco smokers .

There may be some other
reasons for marijuana's decline.
M ost students kn ow t hat smoking
it regularly leads to losing
interest in studies, and in today' s
competitive job market, many
st udents realize that they need all
the preparat ion they can get.
By Coffeen Dixon 0

Is Anybody
Out There?

• T he search for intelligent life
on other worlds is growing. A nd
while some scientists who believe
in extraterrestrial intel ligence
(ETl) are delighted, others say
the whole idea is just science
fi ction .

The search for intelligent life
in our galaxy isn 't new. S cientis ts
have wondered for thousands of
years if mankind is a lone. Onl y in
the last 20, with the use of radio
telescopes, have they been ab le to
look for other civilizations.

The most advanced radio
tel escope bei ng built in the ETI
search is at Stanford University,
in California. It will listen to
millions of radio freq uenc ies at a
ti me - much like listening to
several million radio stations at
once.

Among all the other natural
noises that our galaxy makes,
they arc ho ping to hear some that
are obvious ly artificial - either a
message deliberately sent to earth
from anot her planet or j ust
sounds made on ano ther planet
t hat accidenta lly got ou t in to
space - like television or radio.

Some bel ievers in ET[ feel t hat
the hugeness of our galaxy means
there must be li fe out there
somewhere .

A stronomer Carl Sagan, who
was host of t he popular U .S .
telev ision series Cosmos, writes:
"Wit h a thi rd or hal f a trill ion '
stars in our Milky Way Galaxy
alone, could ours be the only one
accom pan ied by an inhabited
planet? How much more likely it
is that . . . the Galaxy is pulsin g
and humming with advanced
societies and, therefore, that the
nearest such culture is not so very
far away."

'" would be flabbergasted if we

- B illio n , Bri t ish usag e .
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changeover while the United
States hasn't ? Well, when Britain
and Canada changed to metric,
they requ ired it by law, wh ile the
U nited S tates has only a
voluntary program.

Many experts feel the U nited
S tates is losing out on a lot of
international trade because of its
reluctance to switc h. T he
European Community, for
example, has said it will accept
only metric imports after 1990.

"Nonmetric goods are
becoming increasingly unwelcome
in other countries, because it
means they have to put up wi th
an oddball system," said G .T .
Underwood, di rector of the
metric programing offi ce of the
U.S. Commerce Department.

And so the big U.S .
automobile companies. and many
other indust ries, are quietly
making the change. M ore than 50
percent of the parts in cars built
by Ford and C hrysler use metric
sizes, as do more than 95 percent
of those built by General Motors.

Bu t the general public isn ' t
rushing out to buy metric rulers
or measuring cups. A nd even
some gasoline pumps that had
been changed to liters are being

switched back to gallons
because cust omers liked the
old system better.

\Vhy has the met ric
system caught on around the

world? Proponents explain that
it is eas ier to calcu late wit h
than the system the United
S tates st ill uses. Instead of 12
inches in a foo t, three feet in a
yard and 5,280 feet in a mile,

th e metric system has 100
centimeters in a meter and 1,000
meters in a kilometer. So with
mctrics, converti ng from one to
another is as easy as moving the
decimal point.

But moving whole countries
from the old system to metr ics 
well , that's not qu ite as easy! 
By Mike Bennett 0

Editor's note: Because of the
IWO systems, Yout h 85 will
continue to use both when
meas urements are given.

civilizations, at least one of them
would have spread to our solar
system. But " the absence of
extraterrestrials in our solar
syste m seems to show that there
are none anywhe re else in the
Galaxy either .. . Even if we have
no ex planation for our amazing
un iqueness, it st ill would follow
that our searches for signals
cannot have success."

M ichael A . Hart, in The
Quarlerly Journal of the R oy al
Astronomical Society, writes that
there is "strong evidence that we
are the first civ ilization in our
Galaxy, even though the cause of
our [be ing first] is not yet
known."

Is there a purpose for all those
empty worlds? W hy is man
seemingly the fi rst ----=: an d only
- creature in the Galaxy? Is it
chance? A fluke of nature ? No.
There is much morc to the story
than science knows.

Write for the fascinating 
and free - book T he Incredible
Human Potential, The address is
on the inside front cover . - By
Lowell Wagner Jr. 0

Some industri es, especially those
that se ll thei r products in other
countries , have made the switch.

But it's been 10 years since the
U .S. Congress passed the M etric
Conversion Act, and it seems
most people are still a long way
from abandoning the trad itional
system of inches and pounds for
the simpler and more accepted
sys tem of meters and kilograms.

W hy have other indust ria l
coun tries been able to make the

were the only example of life in
the galaxy," Harvard University
physicist Paul Horowi tz said .

But some scientists strongly
object. They say we are alone.

Robert Rood and James T refil
in their book Are We A lone?
wri te: "During the pas t two

decades, the more we have
learned, the more we can see the
earth as something special."

Sebastian von Hoerner.
writing in the G er man journal
Naturwissenschaften (The
Natural Sciences), argues that if
there are thousands of other

Is there anybody out there? Some say
yes; others say we are alone.

u.s. Inching Toward
tric System?

• You might no t think too
man y people care about how far
it was between King Henry I of
England's nose and his
outs tretched thum b. But the
U nited S tates, Burma and Brunei
still use the measurement based
on that distance - the yard.

The rest of the world - 95
percent of humanity - measures

~ th ings differently. T he meter is
~ king and they use the metric
•:.: system of measurement. Even
~ England , King Henry's homeland,
~ has changed over to metrics.
;; It 's not that the U nited States
~ hasn't tried to make the change.
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What's
Behind
Youth85?
Why
you can't buy
this unique

•magazine

A high-quality, f u ll-color
magaz ine f or teenagers without
any advertising?

A magazine tha t covers a wide
variety of excit ing top ics without
any subscrip tion price? How can
Youth 85 do it?

No other teen magaz ine is like
it . No o ther p rovides the answers
- the missing dimension in
k nowledge - f or the problems
we all f ace.

N o ot her gives understanding
of why humanity is here on eart h
- the real meaning and purpos e
af h uman lif e and what really
lies ahead for us ,

W hy can 't yau buy th is
magazine? What is behind Youth
85 , any way?

On the nex t four pages we
p resent a quick look at som e
other aspects of the work of the
Worldwide Ch urch of God ,
Youth 85's parent orga nization.

S ending out Youth 85 f ree of
charge is just one of the ways
the Worldwide Church of God
prom otes the give way of lif e.
Th e Church produces m any
publications , including the Plain
T ru th m agazine with m ore than
seven million circula tion in seven
lang uages , a ll of which are sent
out f ree. In this way , the Church
is f o llowing the scrip ture "Buy
the tru th, and sell it not "
(Proverbs 23:23).

JANUARY 11
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Ambassador
Foundation
Serving the
cultural
and educational
needs
of all peoples

TheAmbassador
Fo und ation is an arm of the
World wide Ch urch of God
d ed icated to serving humanity
t hrough a wide variety of
cult ural, educational a nd
hum anitarian projects .

Led by fo under and chairm an
H erbert W. A rmstrong, the
fo und ation's activities are like a
breath off resh air in a world
where hatreds and prejudice too
often rule .

Beginning upper left: an
A mbassador College student
teaches Laotian refu gees in
T hailand in a j oint project with
Wat T hai of Los A ngeles,
Californ ia; dancers f rom th e
Pek ing national acrobatic tro up e
perform in t he A m bassador
Auditorium in Pasadena,
California, under fo undation
sponsorship; Mr. Armstrong
tours a school for the mentally
hand icapp ed in Amman, Jordan.
that is f unded and assisted in
part by the f oundation; and
co nd uctor Herbert von Karajan
leads the Berlin Philharmonic
through exclusive perform ances
in the Ambassador A ud itorium.

The fo undation also assis ts
humanitarian projects in such
diverse areas as Egypt, Japan.
t he Philippines , Israel, England
and black Af rica .
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Worldwide
Church
of
God
Committed
to proclaiming
and living
God's way of life

L acing its origins directly
to the small. scattered l s t
century Church that Jesus Christ
personally f ounded in Jerusalem.
the Worldwide Church of God
bears the com m ission of
proclaim ing the advance good
news of the restoration of the
governm ent of God to this earth .

Thro ugh an extensive
p ublishing and broadcasting
program. the Church presents 
f ree of charge - to any that
desire it the long-suppressed
truth of the Bible.

T he Wo rldwide Ch urch of God
does not ask for m oney f rom the
general public. It is nonpolitical
and does not actively recruit new
m em bers .

Clockwise f rom lef t . above:
linked by a satellite net work .
Herbert W . A rm strong addresses
m ore than / 00.000 of the Church
f ellowship worldwide; some of
the m ore than / 00 separate
Ch urch p ublications; hymn
s inging a t Church services .
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"The
World
Tomorrow"
Program
Giving hope
•In an age
that appears
hopeless

~/ence. turmoil and
unhappiness p lague this world!
Yet o ne voice is cry ing out with
so lid solutions - with the good
news of a better world soon 10

come!
For more than 50 y ears

H erbert W. A rmstrong has
authoritatively explained the
meaning behind world events on
the World T omorrow program.
/to w seen on more than 395
televis ion s ta tions worldwid e.

From state-of- the-art television
studios in Pasadena. Californ ia .
Herbert W. A rms trong delivers
week ly telecasts on the causes of
today's interna tional and
domes tic problems. Clockwise, at
right: Mr. A rm strong offers a
f ree subscrip tion to The Plain
Tru th at the conclusion of
another broad cas t; an audio
technician mixes a program
sound track; th e studio 's chief
engineer check s technical quality ;
p ersonnel direct taping in the
contro l room; and the telecast is
electronically dubbed for
worldwide distribu tion,
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Unfolding
an Oriental Art

By Rober! C. Taylor

ite. It is also the figure that is
most representative of the art.

Almost all of the origami
creations originate from a limited
number of fundamental bases .
Once each base is mastered, the
artist can go on to create dozens
of figures.

The versatile crane base, for
example, can be used to form
frogs, storks, dragonflies, owls,
hens and many other animals.

The cran e base requires square
paper. Other bases may use
hex agons , rect ang les, octagons,
t riangles or diamonds.

Origami, of course, is not for
the Japanese onl y. Anyone with a
bit of paper and a little imagina
tion can produce a host of
fascinating figures .

Why not try your hand at
origami? It can give you hours of
enjoyment and will give you a
better idea why the Japanese have
passed thi s interesting art on to
each generation for a thousand
years . 0

Wh e n Japan gave
origami to the

world, she gave us a
beautiful art form - a way
to express intricate objects
with simple folded lines.

Origami, the art of paper
folding , was developed in
Japan perhaps 1,000 years ago.
Paper itself had only come to
Japan a little while before, and
it was still an expensive and
valuable material.

A nd so the ar t form began as a
highly st ru ct ured one, with rigid
ly fixed styles that required
extensive training from an expert
to learn. There could be no room
for error or experimentation.

But, to the delight of thousands
today, simpler forms were devel
oped over the centuries, and the
price of paper is down . Now this
colorful and decorative hobby can
be practiced by people from
around the worl d without spend
ing much money.

The pleasure of origami comes
in folding pieces of paper to make
them resemble animals or famil
iar objects . Some of these colorful
miniature paper sculptures can be
produced with little train ing, yet
their construction easily baffles
untrained onlookers.

The Japanese find origami a
convenient hobby . It can be done
just about anywhere, just about
any time. It requires no glue,
scissors, adhesive tape or special
equipment.

~ Artful simplicity
o

~ As with most Japanese art
~ forms, origami's beauty comes
S from its simplicity . And what
1could be simpler than folding
~ paper? Yet, origami is as much a
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scientific han dcraft as it is an art
or hobby .

Simple as they may appear,
origami creat ions are not t he
products of ra ndom folding and
guesswork. The se quence and
direction of folds are carefully
pla n ned and skillfully p e r
formed.

As any good origami artist
knows, there is more to origami
than just following the right
pattern of folds . The way the
paper is folded is as important as
finishing the product. If the folds
are performed with patience and
skill, the end result will be an
attractive piece of handicraft.

Unless someone is willing to
teach you, this hobby is best
learned from diagrams in books .
Many public and school libraries
carry illust rated origami books.

The first step for the beginner
is to learn the symbols used in
origami charts. Unless you're
eager to create intricately fasci 
nating paper wads , it's necessary
to know whether to fold up,
down, in, out, backward, for 
ward, left or right.

Folding techniques

Not all origami books use
the same symbols, so study
them carefully before at
te mpting any of the folds .
There are many types of folds:
pocket (valley), hood (peak),
stairstep, pull , pinch . Each
is used to achieve a specific
effect.

Other techniques include
curling, inserting, twisting,
squashing and even inflat
ing.

Although there are thou
sands of origami subjects, the
crane, with its well -balanced
form, is the recognized favor-

Fold up top f lap of bottom
right .'corner diagonally. 'Fold
bottom, flap of.bottom right
corner under.

Fold top flap
upward one
more time.
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Left . Shako Saka moto shows how to
mak e pape r balloon c ubes. Belo w a re
two samples of the Japane se favorite
- the classic c ra ne .

Fold back both ends.

H ere's how to
make your own
fox hand puppet
(pictured at
right).

Pull flaps you just folded wide
apart. Push in opposite side
and crease to form the
mouth (see diagram). Insert
fingers in the back opening.

Open top layers out to form triangles (see diagram),
flatten and crease.

(See dotted line on
diagram.) Repeat
for bottom flap,
folding it under.
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Who's in Your
F Tree?

• D rin k plenty of
fluid s. Dehyd ration
weakens the bod y's

defenses agains t frostbite a nd
exhaustion .

W ith t hese ti ps - along with
a d ose of wisdom and caution 
yo u' ll have a safe and exciting
winter, By Roberl C.
Taylor 0

W as yo ur g rea t g randfat he r a
bank robber '? W as your
great-g reat grand mot her burned
at the stake as a witch ? A re you
descended from royalty?

" How would I kn ow ?" yo u
m ight ask . And a good q uestion
that wou ld be, W ant to find the
answers? You can. if you begin
digg ing to find the roots of your
fam ily t ree,

S tart by preparing some
specific questions to as k both of
you r parents. T he n t u rn on a tape
recorder a nd ask th em for as
much deta il on t heir family
background as they can
remember. Ask things like when
and where thei r parents and
grand parents were born, mar ried
and died . Let them remin isce
freely - t hey may remem ber
thi ngs you wouldn't have thoug ht
to ask .

By usi ng a tape record er, you
won' t m iss any litt le detail s that
cou ld prove valuable as yo ur
search continues. ( If you can't
ge t a tape recorder, make su re
you take detailed noics.) Some
a nswers don't seem importan t at
the ti me, but might be j ust the
information you need to fit a
piece o f the puzzle toge the r.

N ext , take you r ta pe recorder

PLUS

L

. .

your body from frostbite and
heat loss. Your ears, ha nd s, fee t
and the top of your head should
be kept warm and well
insulated. But a lso remember
that g loves, shoes or boots
shou ld n' t be so ti ght that they
cut off c irculat ion.

• In brigh t sunlight , ca re

should be taken to avoid snow
blindness. E xtra-dark sunglasses ,
es pecially gogg le types with
ventilat ion . solve the p roblem.
Make su re your sung lasses are

designed to filter
out u lt raviolet
rays, si nce these
rays a re what
cause snow

blindness.= . If you ' ll
be out in
the cold

weather for
a long time ,
be su re to

carry high
carbohyd rate

snacks to provide
continuous•
heat-producing
energy.

.',
,

' .
'.'

'.
"~. ", . :." .

" , ' .; ....~ " . -..
'.

~:'.'."' ... .

.{:":",": ..
~'. '", :.'. . . . .::. .
"i ' . :~. . t ·'... .. ,\. ':." .",.: .' . .
\ . \" -.... .
'.}.~ ~: : . r:
"::.;'.>'. ' ;':•. : . ' ' ...-. ' . . . .- . ' ..... . " . '.
,.~ . '.." . ' " . ",
. ; '. . .'... . ;
~'~'l' : : .. , " _. ..
~,.' '.. .

YOUTH 8518

Play It
Safe
in the Snow
The g reen sum m er is long gone
a nd winter ' s icy white covers
much of the N orthern
H emisphere . W inte r ca n be a
time of great beauty . But it can
also be dangerous - even deadly
- to the ill-eq ui pped ,

Here are a few t ips to help
avoid cold-weathe r trou bles:

• A lways have the rig ht kind of
clot h ing and enough of it. S everal
light garmen ts are bet ter than
one heavy garment. W ool and
many synthet ic materials provide
insu lat ion even wh en wet. If we t
weather is a possibi lity, bring
wate rproof oute r clothi ng.
Getti ng wet in cold weather can
be fatal.

W ind can easily cut through
loosely woven fabrics and rob t he
bod y of precious hea t. Use
Wind breakers (wind cheate rs ) as
protect ive, lightweight ou ter
garments.

• Don't allow yo urself to
become too hot. Re-
m ove or unbutton
layers of clothing if
you begin to per
spire. Perspiration
reduces your clot h
ing's ability to re
tain heat. It can also
c h i ll yo u r
body as it
evapora tes .

A s yo u r
bo dy coo ls•~ do wn , pu t t he

.s ex t ra laye rs of
.~ c lo t hi ng b a ck

on.
• Pr o t e ct

I
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and visit yo ur grandmother,
grand fat he r and your aunts an d
uncles. Ask them what they
remember. You'll find each of
them will recall different aspects
of the family. Ask to look in
di aries, letters, boxes of old
sna pshots and old family Bibles
- all the places family
information is sometimes kept.

Once you have the names of
the first few relatives and where
they were born, you can obtain
census records for further
research.

In the U nited States, these
records are available from the
N ational A rchives in
W ashington, D.C. Outside of the
United States, check with your
country's national archives or
with genea logy groups.

Public libraries also have books
contai ning information on where
to write for birth, marriage and
deat h records. They also have
books on the ge ne ral subject of
t racing your genealogy.

Ot her sources of information
include financial records like land
deeds, mortgages or wills and
voter records, immigration
records, old telephone directo ries
and newspaper obituaries .

Try [0 trace your family back
at least four or five generations.
If you do, you will have traveled
more than 100 years back in
history to a time when life was

very different from now. Start
your search today! You never
know whom you 'll find in your
fami ly tree. - By Cheryl
Ebeling 0

Proverbs for
Today:
Improve on
Silence?
" Is the re a law against talking
aro und here?"

This reaction came from a
frustrated salesman who stopped
in a small town. He had tried in
vain to strike up a conversation

with some
townsfolk.

A grizzled
gentleman finally
responded:
"Nope. N o law
against talking.
We j ust like to be
sure that what is
said is an
im provement on
silence ."

N ow there's a
thought! Some
people speak up
without
considering
whether they have
added to, or
detracted from,
the state of things.

If it pops into their brains,
it pops out of their mouths .

Is it a lways appropriate
to say all we know, j ust
because we know it ? Here
is King Solomon 's adv ice:

" T he tongue of the
wise uses know ledge
rightly, but the mouth of
fools pours forth
foolishness" (P roverbs
15:2 ).

The guidance given
here is that we oug ht to
thin k about what we 're

going to say. Should it be said?
Is now the right time, and is
here the right place? Should
this person hear it?

If we keep these questions in
the back of our minds, they can
help us carefu lly choose our
words .

T his he lps reveal the value of
what we might like to say. W e
won't just be talki ng for the
sake of talki ng and coming
across as being foolish.

T he re is a g reat deal of good
we can all do with well-chosen
words . It ' s a matter of thinking
about whether what we have in
mind is uplift ing and useful.

Perhaps the old man was a bit
too short with his words, but he
did give some good advice: Be
sure what you say is an
improvement on silence . - By
Jim Roberts 0

Checking
Accounts
Do You
Need One?
Jeann ie couldn't believe it!
Who would have thought there
would be suc h a big demand
for her rag dolls. Suddenly she
was getting orders for them from
everywhere!

But as her new business grew,
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she d iscovered a big problem.
Jeannie ge ts materials for her
dolls fro m several d ifferent
companies - most of them
scattered aro und the count ry .

Without a checking account,
Jeannie has trou ble paying the
companies she buys her materials
from . Every time she places an
order, she has to go to the ban k
to buy a cas hier's check. W hat
J eannie really needs is a checking
account.

Jeannie, a t 16 years old , is a bi t
unusual. Most young people
don' t need checking accounts
until they reach their late teens
or early 20s . But J eannie,
because of her business, has a
real need for one. Just what is a
checking account?

S imply put , a checking
account is a way to make your
own money. The money is in the
form of checks - pieces of paper
printed with your name. account
number and spaces to fill in for
the date, the amo unt and the
person you arc paying.

When you sign the check,
you arc allowing the bank to
take money aut of your
account and give it to the
pe rso n you' re paying. Whi ch,
of course, mean s you need to
have at least that much money
in your account. If you write a
check for more than you
actually have in your account.
you could be forced to pay a
big service charge or even, in
some places. face criminal
charges.

Most banks will charge you
a monthly fee for a checking
account. If you have a need for
only one o r two checks a month.
you will be pay ing much more for
a checking account than you
wou ld if you boug ht cashier's
checks from the bank.

Most people will not need
checking accounts until they
move away from home. In some
cases, you may need one if you're
working full t ime and living at
home.

When the time comes for you
to ope n a c hecking account, how
do you do it '? Just like when you
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look for a savings account (see
last month's " {deas Plus" section
for more information ), you' ll
need to call some banks to
com pare what they have.

O ne of the first things to find
out is what their requ irements
are for opening an account. Some
banks will open an account for
teens. some won't. S ome banks
will make exceptions to their
rules if your parents ban k there
or if you agree to keep a certain
amount of money in your
account.

Banks are caut ious about
giving out checking accounts
because those blank checks thcy
gi ve you are almost like money.
The banks wi ll want some reason
to trust you before they give you
the freedom to run around
wri t ing checks.

If you'd like your own account,
ask your parents for help in
finding a bank that will open one
for you. - By Lowell Wagner
Jr. D

You Too
Can
Are you tired of see ing your dog
play dead whe n you sing? Have
you sto pped taking tru mpet
lessons for fear you'd "blow it" ?
If you said yes to one of these
questions the kazoo might be for
you .

T he kazoo is an instrument

that requ ires litt le or no musical
ability to play. Sound is produced
by hummi ng into a tube with a
vibrating membrane inside . The
membrane, usually mad e of
waxed paper or plastic, reshapes
and amplifies the sound.

Kazoos come in various shapes
and sizes. S ome are even shaped
like bugles. T he standard kazoo is
made of me tal or plastic and
looks like an open-ended cigar.
T he musician hums (never
blows!) into the larger open end
to produce sounds un equaled by
any other device.

You can ge t the kazoo effect
by wrappi ng a comb with tissue
paper, placing your mouth on the
paper and humm ing into it. The
paper ac ts like the kazoo's
membrane.

A fter you obtain your first
kazoo, you must learn to play it
properly. Place your lips over the
larger open end and hum doo. If
your first attempts sound more
like a wind tunnel, keep trying

for a healthy buzzing sound.
Like most instruments, the

kazoo has roots. According
to Barbara Stewart in her
book , H ow to Kazoo, the

kazoo is related to an ancien t
A frican instrument called
the mirliton. The mirl iton is
a voice-distorting instrum ent
that has been used to make
noises that scare listeners at
tribal ce remonies. Th is,
however. is not the intended
effect with a kazoo. If you
find your audience reacting
this way. reevaluate your
playing style.

Good kazooists sometimes
form ban ds or clubs to use their
talents. T his will add spice to
your newfou nd talent.

Once you've mas tered the
basics. try humm ing more
complex tunes. W ith a litt le
pract ice. you ca n even imitate
frogs, bees or poorly serviced
automobiles. N o matter what
your reason for play ing it, just
remember th at learning to handle
a kazoo is a noteworthy
accom plishment. - By Joel
Rissinger 0
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skills ne ce ssary for a successful caree r
b efore estab l ish ing a h ome and famil y .

Young w omen can be plannin g ahead by
lea rni ng homemaking and o t her skill s a t
school a nd a t hom e . Knowing how to sew
a nd cook nutriti ou s me a ls can save a fam ily
a c onsidera ble amount of mon e y.

4 . Is th e re a sure way to be com e poor?
What is th e result of excess ive eat ing and
drinking, as we ll as la zin e ss? Pro verb s
23 :2 1, 2 4 :30 -3 4 . And wh at a bou t o n ly
w anting to have a good tim e ? Proverb s
21:17.

5. But what w ill b e t he reward of th e
diligent , h ard w orker? Proverbs 13 :4, 12 :24.
Ho w dili gent should w e b e? Ec cl e s iaste s
s :10 .

D ilig ent , h ard work le a d s t o m at erial
bl e s sin g s . Build thi s habit now by w hole
heartedly ap p ly ing yourse lf in everyt hi ng you
d o. W ork hard wh ile in school to master th e
s ubjects you are s t udying. And if you ha ve a
job, strive for quality a nd excellence, doing
your w ork to th e be s t o f your ab ili ty. You wi ll
b e laying a good f ound a ti on for future
success!

6. What principle can we le arn f ro m th e
ant? Proverbs 6 :6-8, 30:24 -25 .

Not only d o ants ill ustrate th e principl e of
d ili gence, th ey a lso show the importanc e of
saving . Th ey store up food for th e future.
Y ou can foll ow their e xample by s aving a
certa in a mount of m on ey e a ch t ime yo u
re c ei ve yo ur paych e ck or a llowance. Spend
th is savings only wh en really ne cessary 
on thing s you've pl ann e d for, not on impulse
as so many do toda y .

A lt houg h b udgeting is not spec if ica lly
mentioned in t he Bible , it is implied in th e
pr in c ipl e o f sav in g up for th e futur e .
Budgeting is s imp ly d e cidin g in advance how
you w ant to save a nd spend yo ur money .
Each tim e yo u re ceive a pa yche ck or your
allowan ce , yo u can divid e up yo ur mon ey
int o predetermined a mounts for items you
would lik e to buy , including a certa in a mount

M on e y! Lik e m o st p e opl e, yo u a re
probably concerne d about it.

Do you hav e the mone y t o buy th e thin g s
you 'd like t o have and d o th e thin g s you'd
like to do ?

You may be s urp r ised t o learn that the
Bibl e contains m any t ip s a nd prin c iple s
a bout mon e y and its w ise use. In thi s study,
you' ll learn about th e most important ones.
Following t hem w ill help you ach ieve some
o f your immediate goals, as we ll as h elp you
e njoy success in th e future .

B efore you beg in thi s s t udy, b e s ure to
get a Bibl e, a pen or pen cil a nd some paper.
Reading and w riti ng o ut the Bible verses
th at a nswer th e que sti ons aske d in thi s
st udy w ill h elp yo u to r em emb er th e
important p r inc ip les you w ill be learning.

1. ts God the Creator of all things ? J ohn
1: 1-3 , Ephe sian s 3 :9. Do e s He there fore
ow n everything? Psa lm 2 4: 1, Deute ro nomy
10: 14. Do e s God w an t to s hare His g reat
wea lt h with us ? John 10 : 10, III John 2.

God is the source of everyt h ing phy s ical
a nd s p ir it ua l. And God w ants each o f us to
e njoy many o f the good thin g s in li fe .

2 . Wh at wi ll foll owin g th e laws a nd
principles God ha s re vealed in th e B ible
lead to? Ps alms 1: 1-3 , 11 2: 1-3 . What will
God d o for th o s e w ho respectfull y t rust In
Him? Ps alms 3 4 :8- 10, 8 4 : 11-1 2 .

God promis e s to bl e s s us materially if we
seek t o pl e a s e Him w holehearted ly . He w ill
intervene o n o ur behalf and h elp us t o
prosper, provided w e are do ing o ur p art.

3. Wh at important prin ciple s a re reve al ed
in Prov erbs 2 4: 27 and 18: 15 ?

Put in modern persp e ctive , th e se tw o
pro verbs are s a y ing that we should ade
qu ately prepare o urselves before tak ing on
the respons ibi li ties o f a fami ly .

Many wh o marry whil e in their teens
expe rienc e rou gh times finan ci all y. You
probably kn ow of s uch p eople. It is wise for
young men to spend th eir te en s a nd e a rly
205 a c quiring th e e d ucatio n a nd marketa bl e

By Richard A. Sedliacik
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Since w e c annot pay God's t ithe to Him
personally, we are to pay it to Hi s c hos en
repre sentative on earth, wh om we have
proven to be fa it hfull y p rocla iming His truth
to th e w orld (Matthew 28:19-20).

10. Should w e be careful not to work just
for money - to make th e accumulation of
w ealth our main goal in l ife? Proverbs 15:27,
23 :4-5 , Luke 12: 15. What is of much greater
value than money? Proverbs 3 : 13-18, 16: 16,
22: 1, Psalm 119 :72, Matthew 6 : 19-2 1. What
does Jesus Christ promise us if we seek the
true r iches? Matthew 6:33.

Some make prosperity their No. 1 goal in
l ife. Th ey believe that a lot o f money is the

w ay t o happiness. But
money a lo ne will not
make you happy nor
will it solve every prob 
lem you'll fa c e now or
as an adult.

Jesus t aught th at
foll owing God 's w ay of
l ife should be our main
goal. The strong fam il y
tie s , go od fr iends and
sound p ersonal c ha r
act er that result are far
more impo rt ant than a
lot o f money , and will
give you more satisfa c
tion and enjoyme nt in
the long run than th e
mat erial th ings you can
buy!

11. What important
prin cipl e did Jesus
r ev eal a b o ut wi sely
handling the re latively
limited resources and
re spo nsibilities we a ll
h av e in li fe? Lu k e
16:10 . Also n o t i ce
Proverbs 28 :20 , first
part.

How w e hand le our
money says a lot about

our character. Wisely manage th e small
am ount of money you have now and you wi ll
be developing habits that will enab le you to
handle more in the future .

Why not s ta rt app lying th e principl e s
outlined in this study? You' ll find they really
w ork. Begin building good money manage
ment habits that will last a lifetime !

(For add itional t ips on how t o wi sely
handle your money, be sure to write for our
f re e b ookl et , Mana g ing Yo ur Personal
Finances.) 0

Do you have the money to buy the things you'd like to
have? The Bible has many tips and principles about
earn ing and using money. (Photo by Nathan Faulkner)

for entertainment . A budget will help you to
be in c o mp let e control of your money!

7. You have probably heard of various
get -r ich-quick schemes that promis e a b ig
return in a short period o f time. Did Solomon
wa rn aga inst su ch schemes? Proverbs
28: 19-20, 22_

There are thos e who think that gambling
or investing in schemes that promise a big
return in a short period of time is the way to
prosperity. But most usually end up losing
their money be cause they don't real ize the
odds are stacked against them!

8. Rather than wait and save up the cash
t o buy someth ing , an easy way of borrowing
the money is through
th e use of cred it cards .
But is this wise? Does
the borrower in reality
become servant to the
lender? Proverbs 22:7 .

Beware o f unwi se
a nd unn e c e s sary
debts! Wh en you are in
debt t o o t he rs, they
have power over you.
Should ec onomic hard
times strike, indebted
ness can be espec ia ll y
burdensome, since you
are obligated to make
th e month ly payments
wh ether you have an
income or not!

But we have yet to
discuss the most im
portant finan ci al law.
God promises c ert a in
b less in gs if we follow
t ha t la w, a nd c h a l
lenges us t o pr ov e
whether or not He will
keep His promise .

9. Does God prom
ise to bless us finan
c i a l ly when w e pay
what is rightfully due
Him? Malachi 3 : 10. Also notic e Proverbs
3:9 -10. Is one actually stea ling from God
wh en he does not pay Him His t ithe? Malach i
3 :8-9 .

God is th e Creator and Owner of a ll
thing s, including all of humanity. And He
allows us to produce various products from
Hi s eart h, and to rai se the food we eat. In
ret urn God exp ect s us to give Him only 10
percent (that' s what lilhe means) o f what w e
produce or earn, all o f which ultimately
comes from Him.
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Practical Bible-based answers to the problems
of growing up.

•

Dear

Q. My problem is t ha t I
continua lly cheat on my daily
schoolwork in spite of my best
efforts to stop. I have told my
parents, hut they don' t know what
to do to help me. Ca n you help me
break this habit ?

A. It is good that you realize
that cheating is wrong and desire
to do someth ing about it. A nd ,
you arc fortu nate indeed to fee l
close enoug h to your parents to
confide in t hem abou t t his prob
lem. M any teens wo uld not fee l
able to do this.

C heat ing, however, is actually
stea ling and breaks one of God's
com mand ments (Exodus 20: 15).
It is taking som eth ing that you
have not wo r ked fo r - the
answers to yo ur schoolwork.

It hurts you also because it
robs you of the chance to learn
from the sc hoolwork. T h is cannot
help bu t affect you later on in life
when you will wish you had the
knowledge you need to succeed .

Further, t hi s sam e tendency
will spill over into other areas of
your life and make you a person
who is known as insincere . You
will be one who is not the person
he or she t r ies to appear to be.
O thers will notice. But it doesn't
have to end u p t his way.

We suggest you study a bit
harder so you will take pride in
your schoolwo rk. Then you will
not feel so pressured to cheat
because you will have no need to.
Your teachers or school library
wi ll have informat ion about
im proving you r st ud y habits,
which can reall y help yo u lea rn '
more without wast ing a lot of
t ime. A nd , maybe your parents
can become more involved by
h elping you m o re wit h yo u r
homework .

Set up some daily rewards and
punishm ents to encourage your
self to stop cheating . Ask for you r

parents' help with this. and be
sure to as k God for His help too.
He wants to see yo u succeed .
Fight the temptat ion to cheat as
soon as it po ps in your head.
Strive to please G od by obeying
His law.

Your cheating is a habit, and
like any habit. is hard to break.
But with persistence and help you
can defeat this harmfu l practice.

Q . O ver the last six months or
so I have become close friends
with another girl at school. She
has her faults, but I think she is a
really nice person overall. My
problem is my parents don't want
me to have a deep friendship with
her and I don't understand why.

A. It ' s a fac t o f life that
parents m any times don' t like the
choice o f f riends th at t hei r
ch ild ren m ake. Parents who do
dislike their chi ld ren's fri ends
m ay, depend ing on the situation ,
try to totally dissolve the friend
ship or, as in your case, tolerate
some contact but discourage a
deeper fr iendsh ip .

W hile exact ci rcumstances d if
fer, the reason parents disapprove
is basica lly the same: T hey feel
the friend is or cou ld be a bad
influence on you . And their fears
are justi fied, for experience has
shown that m any good people
have been d ragged into t rouble by
seeming friends. It is

-

part of a parent's God-given duty
to care about your fr iendships.

The on ly way to know exactly
wh at undesi rable quali ties your
parents see in your fr ie nd is to ask
them. S ome teens fi nd it hard to
tal k with their parents, but since
yours seem concerned about you
(or t hey wouldn't be concerned
about your friendships to begin
with) , it is a good bet that you r
parents will di scuss the matter if
you ask.

Remember to as k at a t ime and
place when it is convenient fo r
them to talk, and be respectful. I f
yo u a pp roac h them properly ,
most parents will take the time,
and be gl ad to explain their
reasons.

M aybe you can help correct an
error if they have misj udged your
fr iend . But yo u m ust be wil ling to
hear t hem out and listen carefull y
to their ad vice.

If you r fr iends spend som e
tim e a t y o ur hom e gett i ng
acquainted with your fam ily, your
parents will be in a much better
position to j udge their character
and advise you about spend ing
time wit h them. If they get to
know you r frie nds, you r parents
won' t have to judge on circum 
stantial evidence or out of fear of
the unkn own . D

We welcome your questions and
will excerpt as many as possible.
S orry we can 't answer them all.
A nswers are prepared by Ber
nard W. S chnippert , a minister
of th e Worldwide Ch urch of
God. A ddress your questions to
"Dear Youth 85," 300 W. Green
Street , Pasadena , Calif ornia .
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READER BY~LINE

ater
By Maria Kennedy

venture
"Would the following people

please report to the dining hall at
7 a.m . tomor row, we ar ing a
T-shir t , shorts, jers ey and sand
shoes . . . Be prepared to be away
from the cam p for 24 hours. A
list of items to be take n will be. "given to you.

It was the las t few days of
s u m m e r ca m p a t M o tut ap u
Island, ncar A uckland, New Zea
land. For a brief mo ment we
thought we m ust be in some sort
of troub le. N o one knew what was
to come, except for perhaps a few
staff members.

T he guessi ng ga m e began .
Ni ne campers received instruc
tions to bring their required gear
in plastic bags, instead of ruck
sacks. T he rumors soon narrowed
down to the possibil ity of an
overnight canoe trip. Those of us
taking ru cksacks figured we must
be going for a hike aro und the
island.

As you can imagine, man y of
the gro up were so excited that
they didn't have much sleep that
night!

At 7 o'clock sharp next morn
ing we were waiting in suspense
in th e dining hall. T he camp
director arrived and greeted us.
The fi rs t n ine campers we re
informed they were about to start
aro und the island by canoe.

Bu t what about the rest of us?
T alk about keeping us in sus
pense!

" Well, I suppose the rest of
you would like to know what you
will be doing for the next 24
hours?" said the di rector. W e all
hearti ly ag reed.

:5 We learned we were to be crew
•
~ me m bers on a 4 5- foo t (1 3 .7-
~ m et e r ), o c ea ngo i ng c ru i s i ng
~ ketch, called the Aspect ofA rran.
1> that would come into the bay
2 later in the morning .
c
~ W e could hardly eat breakfast;
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we were so elated . It started
raining, but that didn't dam pen
the excitement.

We gathered up our rucksacks
and the boxes of provisions and
took them down to the beach as
the ketch was sighted coming into
t he bay. We were fe rr ied in
grou ps out to the yacht and,
despite try ing to keep dry, we
became soaked by the time we
we re a boa r d . It was rea ll y
rough.

W hen a ll were aboar d , the
yach t motored out and , as it
pi tched and crashed through the
wav e s , w e go t c o m p le te ly
drenched. W e were g iven quick
instructions and helped to hoist
the huge G enoa jib sail. Once the
yacht began sailing , the motor
was sto pped and the ride became
much steadier and more comfort
able.

W e were in a rain squall, but as
it passed over, the sky chan ged
quickly to blue, the sun streamed
down and we spread out on the
deck to d ry out. T he motion of
the dec k was
causm g som e
of us to look a
bit g reen.

W e w ere
given turn s at
the helm a nd
being on watc h
for the helms
m an . So m e
faces we re still
somewh at pale
and most were
unusuall y quie t. We had brought
lu nches, but somehow they did
not seem too appealing .

H owever , we soon began to
enjoy ourselves. W e were taught
how to use th e sophist ic a ted
el e c t ro ni c s o n bo ard . Thi s
included radar and satellite navi
gation equipment and we were
soo n plotting our position.

We took turns at using a safety
harness to stand up at the bow. It
was quite excit ing as we plunged
through the waves and the spray
wet our feet. Occasionally we saw
peng uins and everyo ne else was
for tunate enough to see some
dolp hins. I was down in the ti ny
claustrophobic toilet a t the time!

As we sailed, the owners, M r.
and Mrs. Carpenter, taught us
about sailing, the wind and sea,
and about the sailing inst ruments,
wind direction, wind speed, boat
speed, depth sounder and about

"

After waiting in suspense,
campers boarded the oceanqcm
cruising ke tch, Aspect of Arran.
lor an unexpected extension to
the sailing program.

the special navigation equipment.
W c reall y lea rned a lot from
the m . It was tru ly a fantastic
e xte ns io n to our camp sai ling
program.

O Uf des ti natio n was Kawau
Islan d (pronounced cow-wow) . It
is about 15 kilometers (9 .3 mil es)
across the Haurak i Gulf from
M otut a pu Isl and. When we
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arrived, we lowered sails and
anchored in a sm all sheltered
cove a nd took th e dinghy to
shore. We looked around M an
sion House, the home of the first
governor of New Zealand . It has
been fully restored and is now a
historical landmark.

A group of us we nt fo r a
bushwalk and visited the ruins of
an old copper mine. When we
arrived back at M ansion House,
we had a barbecue on the beach .

We slept the nigh t on board
the yacht. Eight of us slept below
deck and the others slept up on
dcck, be neath a canopy. It was a
beautiful clear night and the sky
was full o f stars.

Next morning we set sail after
breakfast. The day was beautiful
and the sea calmer, so it was
s moo t h sa i l ing to Mot utapu
Island . However, when we got
there, it was too rough to anchor

at Administration Bay,
t he campsite. W e de
cided to sail to the other
side of the isl a nd to
anchor. Mr. Carpenter
left it to us to sail and
nav ig at e o urse lve s
around the island .

We dropped anchor
for the fi nal time and
packed up a ll o u r

, -. belongi ngs . It was sad
to leave the yacht and
we all thanked Mr. and
Mrs. Carpenter for the
fa ntast ic e xperience
t hey had given us.

The dinghy ferried us
back to the jetty and
once m ore we were on
f i r m g r o u n d . We

climbed onto the truck for a
dusty rid e back to camp and there
O U f e xp erien ce ended. well
almost. U nti l the next day we sti ll
felt the motion of the yacht!

We wouldn't have missed it for
the world! "Stand by to come
abo ut . . . Read y a bout ... Lee
H "0. .. 0

Editor's note: The author, age
17. is f rom A uc k la nd . N e w
Zealand. If y ou would lik e to
subm it an article for this section,
send it 10: "R eader By -Line."
Yout h 85, 300 W. Green St ..
Pasadena, California . 91129.

Fear of War
(Continued f rom page 2)

half of the blood he sprinkled on
the altar . And he took the book of
the covenant, and read in the
audience of the peopl e: and they
said, All that the Lord hath said
will we do, and be obedient. And
Moses took the blood , and sprin
kled it on the people, and said,
Bchold the blood of the coven ant,
which the Lord hath made with
you concerning all these words"
(Exod us 24:6-8) .

Government protection
against war

NOTICE CA REFU LLY! A part of
God's PLATFORM OF GOVERN

MEKT that He laid before the
people bef ore t hey became HIS
NATION was the promise that HIS
GOVER NMENT wou ld protect its
c it izens from need of going to
WAR.

That is the OPEN PROM ISE O F

GOD, which would apply to ANY
nation. Later, God offered the
SAME government, and its protec
tion and blessings, to the fi rst
WORLD EMPtRE - the ge ntile
C haldean empire und er Ki ng
Nebuchadnezzar - as we shall
see. G od plays no favorites. H e
does not bless one nat ion and
harm another by His arbi trary
choice.

But human nature is human
nature - and facts arc facts . And
humanity had rebelled against
G od fro m the beginning 
be fore the biblical Flood , and
after the Flood. From the time of
the Tower of Babel, men had
organized /hemselves into na
t ion s , w i th H UM A ~ ideas o f
government - COl"T RA RY TO

God's laws, and God's govern
ment over them. They had chosen
other gods! Their religions were
empt y supers t it ions . And they
were w x n-rnaking kingdoms!
God had dealt in no unmistakable
manner with mankind, ever since
creation!

N o P EOPLE, except a down
trodden SLAV E people in bondage,
would have made the CHOIC E to
say to God, "All that the Lord
hath said will we do, and be

obed ie nt ." Not only had th is
enlarged family of Israelites been
suffering under the la s h of
slavery, but God had DEMO N
STRA T ED to them HIS POWER 

and HIS LOV E in outgoing con
cern for them - by delivering
them from slavery by SPECTACU
LA R MIRACL ES!

By the miracles in PLAG UES

upon the Egypt ians , God had
freed the Israelites.

Human nature at work

And H UM A N NA TU RE? Yes,
these Israelites were full of it!

WHY do world leaders, scien
tists and educators even today
reject God, and ply their trades,
professions and interests as if
God did not exist? God Himself
te lls us - in Hr s WORD to
manki nd: "Because the carnal
mi nd [h uman nature] is enmity
[hostil e] against God: for it is no t
subject to the LAW of God,
neither indeed can be" (Romans
8:7) .

T hese Israe lites, even while
being blessed and de livered by
God with MIRA CLES, sti ll were
rebe llious.

Even before they had reac hed
Si na i a c hai n o f s ig ni f ic a nt
incidents occ ur red . After the
MIRA CLES God had performed in
FREEI NG them from slavery in
Egypt, protecting them, blessing
them, FI G HTI ~G their mi litary
battle for them, leadi ng them
mi raculously by a cloud by day
and pillar of fire by night, these
people began to gripe, grumble,
com plain an d DI SOB EY God. Even
in the face of such incredible
MIRA CLES, they began , even then,
to LOSE FA IT H .

These people - 600,000 men,
besides women and child ren 
came to the Rcd Sea. There were
no ships , no bridges. They could
not swim such a distance. They
could not walk on the water. They
were STOPP ED by this obstacle
beyond their own power.

They looked, and within eye
sight, Pharaoh's army was coming
after them .

Ri ght here, b ef ore t hey
reached Mt. Sinai - before they
heard G od' s own g rea t vo ice
thundering His Ten Command-
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ments - God demonstrated the
pattern H e would follow in
preserving H is people from hav
ing to undergo military service or
fight ing in war or taking human
life!

Here is God's living EXAMP LE

NUMBE R ONE!
Yet even here, the people of

Israel, in frigh t, grum bled , com
plained, accused - lacked faith
in God.

These Israelites had started
out of Egypt "with an high hand"
(Exodus 14:8) . "But the Egyp
tians pursued after them, all t he
horses and chariots of Pharaoh,
and his horsemen , and his A RMY.

and overtook them encamping by
the sea . ..

"And whe n Pharaoh drew
nigh, the chil d ren of Israel lifted
up their eyes, and, behold , the
Egypt ians marched after them;
and they were so re afraid : and the
children of Israel cried out unto
the Lord .

"And they said unto M oses,
Because there were no graves in
Egypt , hast thou taken us away to
die in the wilderness? wherefore
hast thou dealt thus with us, to
carry us forth out of Egypt ? Is
not this the word that we did tell
thee in Egy pt, saying, Let us
alone, th at we may se rve the
Egyptians? For it had been better
for us to serve the Egyptians,
than that we should d ie in the
wilderness" (Exodus 14:9-1 2).

But God's PURPOSE was not to
be defeated. H e PURPOSED to
deliver them ou t of Egyptian
slavery. He P U RPOSED to show
th em and all nations and all
humanity that H E would fight
their battles for them. So, in spite
of their faithless com plaining in
th is ini ti al EXA MPLE of G od 's
fait hfulness, He was determined
to fight their battle and save
them.

" A nd Moses said unto the
people, Fear ye not, stand still,
and see the salvation of the Lord,
which HE WILL SHEW TO YOU to
day. . . The Lord shall fight for
you, and ye s hall hold your
peace" (verses 13-14) .

The Israelites were not to fight
- but STAND ST IL L! They were to
see God save them from Pha-
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raoh's ARMY. God was going to
SHOW THEM that He would fight
their wars for them! They were to
remain at P EACE!

How GOD tights for us!

T h e n God's a ngel m ove d
behind the Israelites , a nd the
great dark cloud moved between
them and the Egy ptian army. It
held the Egypt ian army from
attacking Israel all night, but
illuminated the way before
Israel.

Then G od parted the waters of
the sea, holding them back by
d ivine MIR ACLE, so that the
waters formed a high wall on both
sides, and the Israeli tes marched

across on the dry floor of the
sea.

No w n o ti c e th e dram at ic
exa m ple of how God miracu
lously fought Israel's battle for
them, as recorded in the Moffatt
translation :

" M oses stretched his hand out
over the sea; the waters parted.
Then the Eternal swept the sea
along by a strong east wind, all
night, t ill the bed of the sea was
dry, and the Israelites marched
through the sea on dry ground,
the waters forming a wall to righ t
and left.

" The Egyptians in pursuit of
them went into the sea, all the
Pharaoh's horses and chariots and
cavalry. And in the watch before
the dawn the Eternal looked out
from the column of fi re and cloud

on the Egyptian army and threw
the m into a panic; he clogged
t he ir char iot wh eel s t ill they
drove heavily.

'T he Egypt ians cried, 'Let us
flee f rom the Isr aeli t es! T he
Eternal is figh t ing fo r th em
agains t the Egypt ians.' Then said
the Eternal to Moses, 'Stretch
your hand out over the sea, to
make the waters flow baek upon
the chariots and cavalry of the
Egypt ians!'

"Moses stretched his hand out
over the sea . Then, as morning
broke, the sea returned to its
wonted fl ow, a nd while the
Egyptians were fleeing against it ,
t he Eternal ove r whe lmed the
Egyptians in the middle of the
sea; the waters did flow back over
the chariots and cavalry, over the
whole army of the Pharaoh which
had followed them into the sea,
till not a single one of them was
left. But the Israelites walked
through the sea on dry ground,
the waters forming a wall to right
and left.

" T hus did the Eternal save
Israel that day from the Egyp
t ians, till Israel saw the Egyptians
lying dead on the sea-shore; Israel
saw the mi ght y act ion of the
Eternal against the Egypt ians,
AN D THE PEO P LE STOOD IN A WE

OF THE ETERNAL, BELIEVI N G IN

THE ETERNAL and in his servant
Moses" (Exodus 14:21-31 ).

Yes, for a short wh ile, t he spell
o f AWE st ill ove r them, these
people actually BELI EVED in G od .
T rusting God to DO what He has
promised requires be lieving in
MIR ACLES, yo u say? OF COURSE!

Salvation requires miracles! God
is a miracle-working God!

A fter this miraculous delivery
from disaster - from a WA R - a
whole army of a then g reat nation
des t royed - th ose Israelit es
expresse d a littl e t emporary
FAITH. W ith Moses, they sang a
song of prai se and rejoicing: " I
will sing unto the Lord .. . T he
Lord is my strengt h and song,
and he is become my salva
tion .. ." (Exodus 15:1- 2) .

Bu t no w U N D ERS T A l' D th e
lesson here!

Ancient Egypt is a type of SIN.
God was, figuratively in type,
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I,

delivering these people out of SI N.
They were star ting out on G OD'S
WA Y of life.

But, U N D ERST A ::" D ! - God's
way of life requires FAITH. It is a
life of OBEDIENC E to GOD. Obe
dience requires FAITH . W E are
SAV ED by GRACE through FAITH
"and that not of yourselves: it is
th e gif t of GOD" (Ephes ians
2:8) . But not by a DEAD faith! It
is a LI VI NG fai th that makes
obedience possible.

S hadrach, Meshach and Abed
nego ( Daniel 3) obeyed God 's
command against idol worship 
but thei r stout refusal to bow
down to N cbuchadnezzar's idol
was p os si b le o n ly b y the ir
RELIANCE ON GOD to protect an d
del iver them . T hey TR USTED God
( Da niel 3:28) . T hey exe rcised
FAITH - living f a ith ! Empty,
dead faith - j ust BELI EVI NG that
God exist s - is not the faith that
sav e s . " Th e [demon s ] a lso
bel ieve, a nd tre mbl e" (J a mes
2: 19) .

But fait h and obedienc e must
ENDU RE! T he new ly freed Israel
it e slaves, st ill under the spell of
A WE after exper ie nc in g such
miracles , ex pressed fai t h a nd
sang.

But they didn't bel ieve very
deeply or for very long. W hen
they came to the oas is of Marah,
they found the water too bitter to
d rink. T his one little problem in
thei r path bro ught them again to
complaining and DOUBTI NG ( Exo
dus 15:24) . Agai n, by a miracle,
God made the waters sweet.

Moses led these people on to
the wilderness of Sin - be tween
Elim and Sinai. T hey had now
been go n e f ro m Egy pt o n e
month . A nd again, " the whole
congregat ion of the ch ild ren of
Israel murmured agains t Moses
a nd Aa ro n ... and . . . sa id
... W ould to G od we had died by
th e hand of the Lord in the land
of Egypt . .. for ye have brought
us forth into this wilderness, to
ki ll t hi s whole asse m b ly with
hunger" (Exod us 16:2- 3).

So God gave them a test of
obed ience. along with miracu
lously provid ing food. God said :
" I will rain bread fro m heaven for
you; and the people shall go out

and gather a certai n rate every
day, t hat I may prove t hem ,
whether they will walk in my
law, or no " (Exod us 16:4).

T he particular LAW God was
testing them on was His S abbath.
A nd remember, they had not yet
reached Sinai . On the sixth day of
the week He would provide them
with a TW O-DAY portion. On the
seventh day, God's Sabbath, He
commanded them to rest and
re frain from gathering man na.
On the sixth day G od provided
the two-day supply. N evert heless,
on God 's Sabbath, some of the
peopl e, in a spirit of rebell ion, and
greedy for gai n, went out to
gather manna.

Would it seem
preposterous that

even now God
actually would fight

our wars for us
that our nations

could actually
have peace?

" How l.ONG refuse ye to keep
my c o m mand me nt s a nd m y
law s?" thundered God at the m
(Exodus 16:28 ). T hey were nei
ther trusting nor obeying God.

The vas t congregat ion jour
neyed on and pitched tents in
Rephidim . Again, there was no
water. Again they griped, mur
mu red, accused , lost faith and
"tem pted th e Lo rd " ( Exod us
17:1 -2) .

N ow we come to the C RUCIAL

INCIDENT that ex p la ins WilY
Israel we nt to war. Regular ly
they had been grum bling, com
plaining, acc using, d isobeying,
LOS ING FA IT H - in fac e o f
cons tant :\.i lR A CL ES from God.
Now, again, as God performed
another miracle , ca using water to
gush fort h out of a rock, the

people DOUBTED that God was
wit h them. " . . . They tempted
the Lord, saying, Is the Lord
a mo ng us, o r no t ? " (Exod us
17:7) .

N ow consider what had hap
pened . Repeatedly, G od had giv
en these people awe-inspiring and
miraculous dem onstrations of His
intention to fight their battles fo r
them . T hese were VISIB LE mira
cles, wh ich the people witnessed
with thei r own eyes. God had
demonstrat ed His fait hfu lness,
H is POWER, H is willi ngness, HIS
WAY! Yet repeatedl y, t hese
peop le d ou b ted , compla ined,
found fault , gru m bled. Repeated
ly they LOST FA ITH. A fter all of
thi s OVE RW H E L M ING PR O O F ,

th ese peo ple DOUBTED G od's
fa it hfulness - DOUBTED His
power - even DOUBT ED His very
existence . They di sobeyed. They
went the way of S IN!

At thi s point , M oses was
distraught, his nerves shattered.
his pa t ie nce a bout ex ha us ted .
After a ll , M o se s was o n l y
human!

" W hat am I to do with this
peopl e?" Moses appealed to G od
(Exodus 17:4, Moffatt t ransla
t ion) . " They arc almost ready to
stone me!"

God answered Moses, had him
move ahead of the people, and
smite the rock at Horeb with the
same st ick he had used in the
par t ing of the waters of the Red
Sea. Then again God performed a
visible MtRACLE - water gushed
out of the rock.

But , at th is juncture, Amalek
came against the Israe li tes in
great st rength with an invad ing
army. This ti me God Al.l.OWED
the Israelites to write th e lesson
of experience. He allowed the m
to SIN. God does not forci bly
prevent humans from sinning .

M oses , a t t he e nd of h is
patience trying to induce these
st ubborn , r ebellious people to
believe in and TRUST God, sa id to
J oshua, "Choose us out men, and
go out, FIG HT with Ama lek"
(Exodus 17:9) . Lacking the faith
to trus t God for their protection,
M oses fe ared t hey wou ld be
slaugh te r ed . A lthoug h M oses
weakened and gave the order for
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W AR, it was THE PEOPLE them
selves who actuall y had MADE TH E
D ECISIO N for war, by their utter
lack of rel iance on God .

It was altogether unnecessary
for these Israelites to ar m them
selves and wag e W AR . It was
WR ONG! It was SIN . But G od let
the d ecision be theirs!

T his incident was the turning
point.

It occu r red even before they
reached Mt. Sinai. It was after
this that God laid before them
His PROPOSITION for them to
become His nation , ruled by His
govern ment. It was after this that
G od promised, cond it ioned on
obed ie nce and faith , always to
fight their battles for them - to
protect them from war - to give
t hem constant PEACE. It was a fter
thi s th at the y a cce p t e d Hi s
gove r n m e n t ov e r them . But
alr eady they had shown lack of
faith and trust, even during the
days when Go d was DEMON
STRA TING His pow er and fait hfu l
ness by so many miracles!

They had ex pcricnccd a taste
of wa r. T hey co uld have 
should have - turned from it,
a fterward , and rel ied o n God
instead of their own power . But
they didn 't.

God's PURPOSE stands!

Eve n t h ough God ALL OWS
hum an s t o m ak e the ir ow n
d ecisions - allows t hem to SIN

- allows nations to go to WA R 

neve rtheless God 's purpose must
stand! H Is PUR POSE was to sett le
these descendants of Abraham in
the land H e had promised A bra
ham - "the P RO MISED LAND. "

God 's p rom ise to A braham,
430 years before, had been made
UNCONDITIONAL. A braham had
performed his part of t hat agree
ment. He had obeyed G od, kept
God 's com m and ments and laws .
N o w God's fa ithful nes s de
manded that He pl an t t hese
people in that land , regard less of
their conduct!

T hese descendants of Abraham
had made their decision to be a
fighti ng, war-waging nation . T hat
deci sio n was t heirs to make . And
since they had made it , God used
them to do t he fighti ng in d riving
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out the inhabitants illegally pos
sessing the land G od had allotted
to A braham's descendants. Con
seq uently God gave orders for
them to do what fighting - and
killin g - was neces sary to
acco m plish God 's PURPOSE of
putting them in the land of. ,
promise .

But that did not make war
RIGHT. Whether to DO right or
wron g - that is MA N'S decision!
T hese Israelites did not need to
fi ght.

S o it was BEC A USE of Israel 's
faithlessness and disobedience
that God ALLO WED them to SIN
by taking up arms. And therefore
G od used them as His instru
ments in driving out the nat ions
illegally in the land . Even now the
Israelites could have R EP EN T ED ,

c h a nged their d e ci sion a n d
trusted God to fi ght their battles
for them.

Nations CAN choose peace!

W ould it seem preposterous to
chiefs of state today, to beli eve
that even NOW, in our day, God
A lm ighty actually would fight
our wars for us - that O U R

nations, today , could actually
have P EA C E - and have it this
very y ear?

Undoubted ly iI would! World
leaders today - in ALL nat ions 
have gotten so fa r from God and
God's ways, and God has become
so UNREAL to them that it probably
would seem ridiculous even to
suggest such a thing . The scien
ti sts, the ind ust rial and com mer
cial leaders, t he educators - yes,
and even the CLERGY - have all
depar ted so FA R from G od and H IS
WAYS, that such a thought would
not even enter their minds.

Yet the ETERNAL has not left
us wi t hout abso lu te ASSU RA N CE!

He has recorded , in His Word,
not only His promises and assur
ances, but three ad di tional con
crete case histories - in addi tion
to those recoun ted in this article
- proving that He A CTUALLY

DID DO TH E FIGH TI NG fo r a
nation being invaded , when th at
nati on a nd its ru lers TRU STED

H IM . These can be found in the
October, 1984, iss ue of the Plain
Truth magazine. 0

Homemaking-
(Continued f rom page 7)

operat ion. I f you have a skill from
school, you will be qualified for a
better paying job than if you
don 't have specia l skills .

Preparing for the unexpected

Not only docs being a home
maker, wife and mother take a
g reat deal of preparation, on top
of t h is, we live in a n age of
uncertainty where life has the
uncanny knack of throwing the
unexpected a t us.

A few examples of things that
happen regul arly and often quite
unexpectedly are: husband loses
j ob , husband 's health breaks
dow n, bankruptcy, ser ious injury
causing handicap or untimel y
death .

If any of these th in gs happen ,
h o w d o e s a wife help h er
husband '?

I f he is no longer around , how
does she pick up t he pieces and do
the best she possibly can for the
child re n'?

Th e yo u ng gi rl w ho co m
mented that she co u ld n' t sec the
point in staying in school proba
bl y hadn't thoug ht about these
things. If she prepares well , she
can m ore efficiently help herself
and ot hers, bu t if she doesn 't
cont in ue her education, she may
we ll hinder her h usband and
child ren.

It is a true saying tha t " a
st rea m can ri se no higher than it s
source." It is sober ing to consid 
er , "Will a lack of preparation not
only hold me back, but also keep
my chi ld ren and husband from
ri sing to hei ght s they m igh t
otherwise reach '? " 0

Editor 's note: Next month. we
will print a follow-up article by
Mrs . Marshall about specif ic
ways to prepare for this reward
ing career.
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and that He was training human
bei ngs to rule under H im in th at
Kingdom as a part of H is very
own Family.

Jenn ifer w rote th at s h e
learn ed a valuable lesson that
she hopes never to for get.

"My mother told me that I
could also become an O lympian.
A m uch greater one . S he made
me reali ze that I could excel an d
ac hieve th e supreme goa l of
etern al happiness.

"Those men will someday be
forgotten by man y, as st ro nger
and more sk illful O lympian s of
the future take the ti tle. But the
s u p re me Ol ympi an I c an
become will never be forgot-

"ten .
Jenni fer learned that there

was mo re to life than classes,
teache rs , looks, clothes , g irl

friends and boyfr iends. T o-
- -., day's problems can

seem overwhelmi ng,
un solvab le, bu t
they' re not.

"O ne o f the
m ost beaut i fu l

things has oc
eu rred t o
night," Jen

ni fer wrote .
" I hav e now

learned how to
fulfi ll the desire

to ach ieve a nd
exce l and become
a su preme O lym

!""f pian!"
When Jen

-d nifer learned
'?- what a bright,

promisi ng fu
tur e wa s in

store for her, she
forgot about be ing

depr essed . If you
wo uld lik e to kn ow

• •more abo ut what a wise and .go
loving God has in store for all!
hum ank ind , w ri te fo r Ed ito r- ~
in -C hief H e rbert W. Arm- ~

o
stro ng's encouragi ng book, The ,§
Incred ib le Hum an Potential . ~

• •A nd be a winner! 0 ;§

,
•

gymnas ts as she watched them
str iv ing for perfect ion under
pressure until the U .S . team
fi na lly won the gol d medal.

"The supreme joy of a long
hard road behind yo u , a nd
having your ultimate reward!
They had great union , joy and
love as a team . I was very
proud of them. I saw most
of those grown men cry
ing. I don' t know if I' ll
ever forget th at m o
ment."

Jennifer was so moved
that she did wh at man y of
us s ho u ld d o whe n d e
pressed - she we nt and
t al k ed t o someo ne s h e
trusted and was close to. In
Jennifer's case it was her
mother.

Her mother ~~
reminded her of ''-.J
her own potenti al, of
how she too could be a
winner and achieve not
on ly the temporary joy of
a winning athlete.
but long- Iast-
•109 success .

S h e e x
p lained to
Jenni fer
t ha t t he re
was a g reat
pu rpose for her
being born and that God was
concerned about he r fulfill ing
that purpose. She reminded her
that be fore long God was goi ng
to se t up His Kingdom o n eart h.

,

resse
By Dexter H. Faulkner

,
BY T H E WAY...

D o y o u ever f ee l
depressed ?

I do some time s . Why is it
t hat som e d ays nothing se em s
to go r ight, a nd those d ays
can st re tc h in to wee ks and
eve n mon ths ?

Actually , I know I'm not the
o n ly o ne wh o eve r fe e ls
depressed - letters from you
readers show that you fee l that
way sometimes too.

One of you, Jennifer Adams,
wrote us about her experience.

" For some weeks I have been
in a depressive. unaccomplishi ng
sta te. I have a heal thy, loving
fam ily. We have no immensely
distressi ng or unbearable prob
lems. But , tonight , I was emo
tionally at the end of my rope. I
knew I needed some kind of
he lp . I n eeded e ncou rage
ment."

Docs Jenn ifer's pligh t sound
familiar? Many times it's hard
to pinpoint why we feel the way
we do, and we feci foolish trying
to explain it to anyone. Jennifer
prayed about it.

Later she swi tched on the
tel evision. and live coverage of
the O lym pic men 's gymnastics
teams in Los Angeles , Califor
nia. was on . "For some reason I
was very interest ed . W atching
those Olympian s made me a bi t
envious . I wan ted to e xcel as
they did."

Jenn ifer became fasci nated
with the efforts of the O lym pic

•

••
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