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Letters
Missing d im ension

I have rea ll y enjoyed read ing the
art icles by Il erber t W . Armstrong abo ut
" Love, Marri age and Sex," I hope he
con t inues to write [about these sub­
j ects] .

I would very much appreciate it if you
wou ld se nd me a co py, whi ch I
unders tand is free. of the book. Th e
Missing Dimension in S ex . Thank you.

Lorrie Toml inson
Fleetwood, North Caroli na
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Thanks f or your interest . We try to
amid the use of too mallY apologetic
q uo t es - we hop e th e pUll was
understandable to most readers.

Chryst al J . Daniel
Garri sonville , Virginia

Mi ssing quotation m arks?

Generally, your magazine has been so
well-ed ited I've had no suggestions. I've
found it excellent. In fact, I've had a
hu nd red or more students subscribe
through my class!

However, in the Apri l issue, page 18,
you used the phrase " It's th c Write
T ime" as a [headl ine ] in " :"Jews &
Reviews:' I'm afraid man y students
wouldn 't realize (he pun! (Consequently,
th ey later make fool ish mistakes in
writing.) Wh y not use quotat ion marks,
"write," to clarify?

Name Withheld
~1 ichi gan

Defusing the d ynami te

Thank you very. very much for the
art icl e in yo u r May issu e ent it led ,
"Sexual Lust : Defusing the Dynamite."
For many years I have indu lged mysel f in
pornography and sexual sin, and I was in
utter despair. A fter I read that art icle, I
knew I cou ld no longer travel down that
perverted road of sexual sin. Your article
had opened my eyes to God's truth . I
know now I can overcome th is wit h God 's
help .

Und erstanding parents

I have found all the art icles in Youth
84 very helpful and it has answered many
of my doub ts about dating . And the
arti cle " Do Your Parents Understand
You '!" [Apr il] has helped me a great
deal. M y parents have been divorced for
almost five years now. My father a lways
took everyth ing I did in the wrong way.
Now that I have read your art icle I can
deal with my fat her in a more under­
sta nding way.
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f you a nd I were discuss ­
ing t h e ma tter of what
s ubj ect I shou ld w rite

about, a nd you should say,
se r io usly, "Mr. A rmstrong, in
view o f the deadly se rio us ness
and the urgency of this time, I
th ink you shou ld write on the
m ost urgent problem in all
o ur lives r ight now - the
q uest ion of whet her, and how,
we m a y survive!"

I would ag ree. T he one BI G
QUESTIO N in all our lives, r ight
now, is that of hu man S UR VIVAL!

But I has ten to add, survival
alone IS ~OT ENO U G H! We must
have survival in PEA C E, in happi­
ness. in joy, in prosperity and in
abundant well-being for ALL!

And that's a pretty big order!
I f anyone has the answer, for the
sake of humanity he 'd better
speak out! I am prepared to give
the ANSW ER - and it is going to
be P L A I N SP EAK I N G . wit hout
pull ing any punches! It 's time for
PLAI N SPEAK ING ! You are betting
y our lif e on someone co ming up.
in time , with the right answer!

T o get to the crux of t he
problem immediately, real ize first
that these existing conditions and
evils are merely the EfFECT! For
every effect, there has to be a
CAUSE. Our problem of immedi­
ate urgency is to find the C AUS E,

not only of present evil condi­
tions, but also o f what is the
not-bei ng-used CAUSE of peace,
happi ness and a bund ant well ­
being! If we arc going to learn
that CAUSE, we need firs t to ask:
Wh at has made MA N as he is?

By Herbert W. Armstrong

How did humanity come to be on
this earth? Or, going baek eve n
further , how d id the earth, itself,
come to be?

T hat may seem like goi ng a
long way back. But this futile
search for PEACE goes a long way
back - as far as history goes ~
or further . Man's troubles, evil s
a nd wa rs extend back to the
beg inni ng - o r pr io r to the
begi nning - of history. To fi nd
the righ t answer, we need to go
back even to PREhist ory! T hat
takes us even to the question of
ORIGINS - of BEGI NNI NGS!

Man y scientists have devoted
their lifetimes to researchi ng and
st udying t h is question. Many
scholarly books have been writ­
ten, setting forth the results of
these lifetime studies . purporting
to tell t he story of the origin of
the earth and of mankind upon it.
Yet is it not significant that thei r
stud ies , theories and hypotheses
fail to tell us WHY man is as he
is, or HOW he got that way, WHY
man seems always to be befud­
d led wit h un solvable problems,
WilY he is always in t rouble, WHY
human ity is harassed with so
many evils and W ilY these evi ls
are fast increasin g?

This is no light matter. Ignor­
ing humanity's present dilemma
will not cause it to go away.
Human SURVIVAL hangs in the
bal ance! We need the right
answer - and we need it NO\ V!

And we can know!

Science to solve problems?

With the eme rge nce of modern
science around the beginning of
t he 19 th ce n tu ry, sc ie n t is t s

assured the world that man had
progressed to the point where he
then could dispense with the
superstitious crutch of relig ion
and belief in G od . N ow humanity
could rely on the new messiah ­
modern sci ence .

"Given sufficient knowledge,"
said the scientists, "we shall solve
all humani ty's problems and cure
all the world's ills."

To replace religion and be lief
in God, sc ientists and ed ucators
had substitu ted the doctrine of
evo lut io n. T he too ls modern
science used in the production of
th is new K NOWLEDG E were a
stepped-up use of those man had
employed s ince the dawn of
history - rejection of revelation
as a source of knowledge and the
use of observation, experimenta­
tion and human reason.

So the production of KNOWL­
EDGE increased at a constantly
accele rating pace. The world ' s
total fund of knowledge virtually
doubled in the I 960s!

But , pa radoxically, as knowl­
edge has incre ased , so ha ve
humanity 's problems, troubles
and evils, at alm ost an equal rate
of acceleration!

W ha t's wrong with the d ic tum
that knowledge is the sole need
for solut ions? W e are face to face
with the stern FACT that increas­
ing evils have escalated alongside
increasing knowledge! That is not
to say that the increased knowl ­
edge caused t he growing evils. It
does mean that the know ledge
produced d id not cure existi ng
evils. or prevent new evils !

T he A NSWER becomes plain .
(Continued on page 26)
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By Richard Rice

ly - analyzed its intricate make­
up and design ?

Did you notice that it had little
ri bs ex tending from its center, to
give the leaf structural reinforce­
ment so it won' t droop or fall
limp? Did you ever wonder what
real purpose the lea f plays and
why each variety of tree has its
own uniq ue ki nd of leaf?

Leaves absorb nutrient s from
th e a ir a nd s u n lig h t to he lp
no u ri s h th e tree. They al so
provid e beauty, shade and variety.
Bu t one of the most im po rtan t
functions of leaves is to produce
oxygen for us to breathe .

S ome leaves change co lors in
the autumn to provide an array of
beauty for man to enjoy . They
also die, fall to the g round and
revert back to fert ile soil.

As you can see, by takin g a
littl e extra time. the keen observ­
er can amass a wealth of know l­
edge. Many people are too busy
o r preoccupied to glean the most
fr o m d a y- to-d a y ex per ie nces .
T hey d ull their mental eyesight
and ability to enjoy life th e way
God intended .

Test your alertness

What kind of an observer are
yo u? Try taking this test to see
how well you measure up. What
was your closest fri end wearing
the last time you saw him or her?
How man y different k inds of
trees g row on your block ? How
man y items could you list in your
own living room?

Do you take the time to tune in
the many sounds of natu re on a
summer evening ? Have you eve r
watched an ts at wor k, a bird
bu ilding its nest or the ant ics of
people at a party?

T he keen observer wi ll do all of
the above. He will become alert
to the whole of his environment.
He is inte rested in j ust abou t
everything and will ask a thou ­
sand questions.

Bei ng o bservant is a simple
way to become a we ll -rounded,
we ll-ed ucated and colorful per­
so n. S tart today to sha rpen yo ur
powers of observation and experi­
en ce a new world of intrigue,
challenge and exci tement. Look
for the elues! 0

ues

There are c lue s to the
myste rie s of na ture even
in a common object like a
leaf . (Photo by Hal F inch)

th e mystery. His a tten t io n to
detail brings surprising resu lts .

W e migh t not have bartling
c rimes to solve, but c are ful
observation can be an easy and
exc iti ng way for all o f us to
learn .

W hat' s even more exci ting is
that becomin g a good observe r
also sharpens your sk ills as a
colorful writer and expert conver­
sationalis t. Skilled obse rvers learn
to paint graphic wo rd pictures
that keep others spellbound with
interest.

Wh y ? Be c au se they h a ve
trained their m inds to go beyond
the surface and see deta ils that
others m iss. They have developed
mental curiosity and a thirst fo r
knowledge.

These astute obse rve rs no t only
look - they sec, observe
and think. They probe into
the whys and wherefores of
nature . s i t ua t io ns a nd
t hi ngs. T hey ask quest ions
and push themselves to find
the answe rs. A vast ne w
world opens up.

Exa mine a leaf

T ake . for exa m ple, an
ord ina ry leaf. H ave yo u
ever taken one into your
hand and exam ined it close-

w al ks
i n to a

Ha ve you ever wished you could be
as sharp and alert as a detective? You can

here's how!

T h e dete c ti ve
p urpo se full y

dimly li t room.
"What 's th is '?" he exclaims

a s he close ly inspects small
frag me nts o f g lass lodg ed in a
crack in the fl oorboards. H e
patientl y sca ns hi s su r ro u nd ­
in gs for add it iona l clues .

He light ly dusts a door handle
and examines it for fi ngerprints.
Scratching his head . he slowly
paces ac ross the roo m.

"Aha!" S too ping down. he lifts
a t iny , pale thread ly ing next to a
cha ir. " T his thread is identi cal to
the mat eri al of the torn coat
d iscovered und er the seat of the
suspect's automob ile !"

T hen, in a series of profound
observations. he cleve rly solves

2 YOUTH 84
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Teenager Is C a
?
•

By Clyde Kilough

I knew He existed, but I couldn't even convincingly explain why I knew.

,

•

ow that' s about the
s t r a n g es t question a

minister has ever ask e d me,
I thought.

H ere , was, a 19 year o ld
wh o h ad g row n up in the
C h u r c h , a n d n ow w h e n I
a p proac h ed a m in is ter a bout
a n important , se r io us s ubject,
he asked me the s im plest of
questions , " Do y o u belie ve
God ex is ts?"

" O f course I do! " I answered,
wonderi ng why he wou ld ask me

something he knew I believed .
"Why do you believe that ?" he

persisted .
" W ell . .. you know," I ner­

vously repli ed, caug ht off g uard .
" You can' t have life without a
Lifcg iver, creation means there
had to be a C reator. matter hasn 't
a lways existed and all the other
thi ngs that prove God exists ."

'That's r ight," he said . "But
what is it deep down inside you
that makes you know - and
kno w that you know - that you
have an unshakable co nviction
t hat God exists ? What is it that

gives yo u a real, perso nal relation­
ship wit h H im?"

Aft er a few minu tes of silent
consideratio n, ] was forced to
admit something vc ry hum iliat­
ing: '" g uess I really don' t know
hov..' to explain that."

This was not proceed ing the
way it was supposed to . , had
a tt e nd ed ch urc h a nd s t ud ied
doc tr ines and sc riptures. yet I
couldn't even convincingl y ex­
plain why I knew God existed . I
knew He did, but why did I
know? How real was He to me?

How real is He to yo u? C an

AUGUST 3
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Now it became
crystal clear,

becau se I was
personally

exa m in in g it, why
the creation has

to have a Creator.

you know God exists ? Can you be
close to God?

You can know!

Yes. you can . You don 't even
have to be an ad ult, be in college
or be a certai n age. Bu t you do
have to work and t h ink .

Ed ucation today often wrong ly
puts emphasis on re peating in for­
ma tion back rather than really
lea rni ng. God wants yo u to learn
about Hi m, not merely memor ize
thi ngs about H im.

Take th e q ues tion of G od ' s
ex is te nce . You t h 8 4 offers a
booklet ent it led Does God Exis t?
that yo u sho u ld get and read . The
evide nce t hat God ex ist s is
irrefutable .

Bu t realize that yo u can read
that book le t , accept what yo u
read and eve n memorize it - but
th at won't a u to ma tica lly m a ke
you closer to God or make God
real to yo u!

That 's what my minister was
trying to get across to rnc. H e
kn ew, and showed me, t hat I had
only memorized the proofs God
exists.

I had believed it, accepted it,
had no questions a bout it, but it
was much like believing and
acce pt ing that man has walked on
the m oon o r that there is a
cou nt ry named C hina.

Do you believe astronauts have
wa lked on the moon, or t ha t
C h ina ex ists? S ure yo u do. Bu t if
you were to walk on the moon
wit h t hose ast ronau ts or spend
two weeks touring China, these
fact s would be real to you . Much
morc real t han seeing somethi ng
o n televis ion or reading abou t it
in a book .

T he same is true wit h yo u and

4 YOUTH 84

God. Yes. there are factual proofs
you can read about concerni ng
G od's existence, but those proofs
need to become living real ity to
you .

H ow? By maki ng those proofs
some th ing you see in li fe around
yo u - t hrough the ex perie nces
yo u have - rather t han just
somet hing you read about.

Y ou might say, "Sure, G od
wou ld be rea l to me if I was dying
and H e instan tly healed me when
I prayed, but I've never been in
t hat s ituat ion ."

There a re teens who have had
prayers dramatically answe red,
and you rs can be, too, bu t d o you
have to wai t for some great event
to come along be fore establishing
a deeper und erstandi ng of G od?

A little wild flower

No, it doesn' t take a dramatic
event or earthshaking ex pe r ience
to make God real to yo u . Bel ieve
it o r not, a tin y, purple wild
fl ower taught me the reality of
God 's ex istence .

A couple of weeks after talking
wit h the minister 1 took a walk
o ut into a field to thin k. I had
prayed before I went out , as king
God to hel p me somehow becom e
more grou nded in t he knowledge
of His existence.

T o make a lifet im e commi t­
ment withou t t hat fi rm founda­
tion - unshakable and unwaver­
ing - would be disastrous. As
my mi nister had explained, trials
will ar ise in life som etimes so
seve re that they can tempt us to
question G od: "00 You exist ? Do
You care for me? Are You really
out there?" H aving that founda­
tion sec u re ly laid is essential for
any C h r ist ia n, age 18 or I I 8.

Still, t he ans wers had not full y
j e ll ed in m y m ind a n d thi s
frust ra t ion was occu py ing my
thoughts as I walked in t hat
field .

Absentmindedly I picked a
little wild [lowe r , in tending to
c hew o n th e s t em . Ins tead , I
began examini ng it very closel y.
T he more I looked a t it, the more
amazed I was.

T hat littl e fl owe r was pretty,
b ut more than that , it was highl y
com plica ted in its co nst ruc tion. It

was so f rag ile, t he tiny veins
ho ld ing each littl e transparent
peta l together, ye t per fectl y
for med , perfect ly sym m et r ica l.
O nly a half inch in diameter , it
was int ricate ly and flaw lcssly
designed . T he complex perfection
in s uc h a s im p le flowe r was
st r iking .

Thoughts slowly began to form
and expand . "Hey, look at all t he
ot her life right here as well." I
began to mentally examine the
ot he r plants, the g rass, the trees,
the insects, the an imals and then,
a bove a ll, I began to consider the
human bod y and the hu m an
brai n, t hat fa ntastic compute r
that was allowing me to t h ink in
t he fi rst place!

O ne thoug ht led to anothe r and
f i na lly to a co nc lu s io n : The
harmony o f t he li fe systems on
t h is planet eou ld no t just have
acc identa lly happened .

N ow it became crys tal clear,
because I was personally exam in­
ing it, why the creation has to
have a C reator.

In the days th at followed , the
reality of God deepened in my
mi nd . Romans I :20 was sudden ly
so cl ear: " For since the c reation
of the world His invisible att ri b­
u te s a r c c lear ly s e c n , b cing
u nderstood by t he things that are
made, even H is eternal power and
G odhead ."

It took an in-depth observation
o f a little wi ld flowe r to tr igger a
whole se ries of thoughts in my
mind . By looking at the t hings
th at a r e made, I began t o
understand t he invisible things of
G od in a way I had not seen them
before.

Of course this does not mean
everyone sho uld go rushing out
into the nearest pasture to gaze at
wild fl owers. That is what helped
me, but only because o f a certain
frame of m ind I was in . Differen t
th ings will a ffect diffe re nt people
in diffe ren t ways at d iffe rent
times.

See the proofs in action

What you can do, however, is
become more d eeply aware of life
a round yo u and see how t he
proo fs of God's ex istence really

(Continued on page 29)
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By Clayton Steep

A web of greed and corruption waits
fo r its next victim.

AUGUST 5

Ho llywood - s he's actuall y
the re ! Alone a nd on h er own,
s he se ts o ut to exp lo re and to ok
for a job . But o nly fear a nd
dis il lus io nme nt awai t.

fe ll on deaf cars. T hat's too bad.
T here 's no reason to th ink t hat
S helly wouldn ' t be a live today if
s he h ad stay e d hom e . W h a t
happened ? No o ne kn ows for
sure . S he was fou nd s h ot to
d eat h.

In any case, it seems clear that
she was d rawn to he r end by ever

m ore complica te d
circumstances.

H av ing a rrived
here. Shelly had to
get a s t a r t so m e­
where . After a ll, she
needed so me money
now to pay fo r food
a nd lodgi n g . W h o
wants to live in the
s tree ts'?

O f c o u r se , s h e
co u ld n ' t merel y
walk in to a m aj or
movie stud io cast ing
o f f ic e a n d s ay,

" H e re I a m !" There were
hundreds o f g ir ls , m a ybe
eve n thou sa nd s , w ait in g
breathlessl y for the smallest
parts, hoping the y wou ld

ville. It ' s j us t that it was dull. A ll
t he shows on television and the
ro mance novels made it seem that
way in com parison with the big
c it ies.

Going for lhe big lime

S ome how t he idea of living in a
s m a ll t o w n , nea r fa mi ly a nd
fr iends. pursui ng a
c aree r lo c a ll y o r
worki ng toward get­
tin g m a rr ied a nd
h a v i n g a famil y
became increasingly
le s s int e re stin g .
Shelly was going for
the big time.

H er parents tried
to reason wit h her.
but their pleadi ngs

OLL Y W OO D,
Californ ia - Her

re al name doesn't matter.
What is important is that
S helly is a real person .

Here in H oll yw o od , as in
ot her bi g cit ies, there a re
m any g irls lik e h e r. Y oung .
P retty . Naive . Gul lible . From
a ll parts of the cou ntry they
come w it h stars in t heir eyes .

Many a re runaways . Others
j ust announce t o famil y and
fri end s that they a r e leavin g
home, going out to Califo rnia or
some ot he r destination to make it
big.

Shelly was in her late teens
when she packed a cou p le of
sui tcases a nd le ft beh ind the
small, ru ral com m u nity of
Centerv ille. H ow exciting it Ie
was to a rr ive in the im me nse
c ity of Los An geles. espe­
cially Hollywood itse lf! All
those lights. All that ac tivi­
ty . S omethin g go in g o n
a rou nd t he clock.

C e nte rville was not hing
like th is . Why, back there

< .
.~ t he y used to Joke a b o u t
~ ro lling up the sidewa lks at
s sunset.
~ O h , t h e re was noth in g
o
if reall y wron g wit h C enter -

,
•

•

--- -- - - - . .



Here in Hollywood,
as in other cities,

there are many girls
like her. Young.

P retty . Vulnerable.

lead to stardom. And , whil e
S helly was a beautiful g irl, so
were many ot he rs.

The newspaper cl assified ad­
verti sements o ffe re d little of
interest - except that an adver -
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tisement for a modeling agency
att racted her attcntion. Yes, thcy
would pay her to model. Even
t hough she had no real experi­
ence.

Only to get started

Of course, she found out t hat it
had to be with no clothes on. But
it was a beginning , wasn't it '? It
would only be to ge t s ta r ted . She
would soon be ab le to do things
her o w n wa y o nce s h e wa s
di scovered by a tal ent scout for
some major stud io or go t some
other break.

Her modeling quickly led to

roles in pornographic fi lms. Shc
was making money, but her life
was no longer her own. T o an
increasing ex tent, Shelly became
manipulated by othe rs in a sleazy
world . She was in bad company.
She go t involved in wrong rela­
tionships t hat in el uded sexual
abuse and drugs. There seemed to
be no way to avoid a ll that, now
that s he was in i t. She was
caught. Trapped.

One d ay Shell y must have
decided she had had enough of
this quicksand she had gotten
into. She wanted out. Whoever
pu lled the trigger on the g un
broug ht it all to a swift conclu­
sion.

Avoid the trap

Why mention what happened
to Shelly?

Because she thought such trag­
edies a lways happen to ot he r
people , ce r ta in ly no t to her.
Because modern advert is ing, the
movies and television had lied to
her , making her belicve s h e
couldn't be happy in t he town
where she grew up. Because she
didn't put her own fee lings aside
and listen to reason fro m her
famil y .

Because cer tain selfish ind ivid ­
uals in corrupt circles used her,
pretending to be her fr iends .
Because the promise of money
and fleetin g fame seemed to be so
important. Because it needs to be
told that the glitter and glamour
th is world offers is s ha llow
indeed.

And be c ause m a ybe , just
maybe . some you ng person after
reading about Shelly, may thin k
t wice before leavin g home in
sea rch of g reener pastures, even
though the situation at horne m ay
not be perfect.

It could be worse.
There was no crowd of adm ir­

ers and friends when they put t hc
cask e t ho lding She lly on th e

(Continued on page 27)

The s t re ets o f Ho llywo od g l itter w ith
bright ligh ts . Bu t be h ind the m is a
seamy and so m et im e s deadly tra p tor
the young p eople who e nd up o n the
st re ets .

,
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• Ever since bicycles shed their
huge front wheels and took on
two of the same size, they have

The atomic bla st cre ated a bi zarre barren
world , twi st ing stee l bui lding fra me s into
stra nge. antmar-nke shapes (above) .
Hiroshima's Peace Park (le ft) sta nds a s a
test imony of the fury tha t wa s unle a she d
on that morning in Augu st , 194 5 .

shall not repeat the evil."
Are they hoping in vain? Can

mankind avoid nuclear suicide?
For the excit ing answer write
for our free booklet, World
Peace - H ow It Will Come.
By Tom Delama ter 0

Cycling
Shifts Into
High-Tech

•
Ire

memory of what happened there
makes it, as one write r called it ,
a "ci ty whose tragedy remains a
blot on humani ty's co nsc ience."

The nuclear weapons now
possessed by the world 's
superpowers make the bombs
used in 1945 look like
fi recrackers . So fr ighten ing is
that fact that when the people of
Hiroshima gather at Peace Park
each August, they hope there is
truth to the words inscribed on
a monument there: " Let all
souls here rest in peace. for we

ima's
•
iros

nor
• Hiros hima. The ve ry name of

thi s Japanese ci ty is a reminder
of the awesome tragedy of
nuclear war.

Every A ugu st , t housands of
people assem ble at Peace Park in
Hi rosh im a. T hey gat he r in
remem brance of a day almost 40
years ago, at the end of W orld
W ar II, wh en the course of
history was c hanged .

Short ly after 8 a.m . on Aug. 6,
1945, a U .S . bomber dropped an
atomic bomb on Hiroshima.

The blast flatte ned every thing
within I Yz mi les (2 kilometers) of
the explosion's center, destroying
more than two th irds of all
buildi ngs in the city .

T hree d ays aft e r the
bombi ng of Hirosh ima, the
United States d ropped an
atomic bomb on nearby
N agasak i. The number of
people killed by the explo­
s ions and their immediate
aftermath has been diffi­
cult to determine. Est i­
mate s range as high as
200,000. The to ll in d isease
and suffering was much
higher.

Last December, man y of
g the survivors watched The
-~ Day After, a fi cti onal television
" .gmovie about a nucl ear attack on a

.~ U.S . city . M any of th em said that
~ the ir experience was worse than
~ what the fi lm showed.
Q

~ It took about 10 years after the
, bom bing for H iroshima to
~ rebuild . N ow the population is
! approaching one million, and the
~ auto manufacturing and
: shipbuildi ng industries are
~ thriving .,
~ Although H irosh ima now
!! resem bles any other major
Q

~ industrial city in the world, the

j
I
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~ been pretty reluctant to change
2themsel ves. Oh, people have tried
~ to get them to change. They have
o
~ added doodad s here and
! th ingamajigs there. But the bikes
§ always came out pretty m uch the,
;: same.
~ Not anymore. Some clever
~ inven tors have fi nally backed
if the bikes into a corner and

forced the m to star t
changing .

O ne of these
revo lut ionary innovations is
an automatic transmission.
Frenchman Michel Deal invented
this remarkable device that shifts
to a lower or higher gear ratio as
a rider ch anges the amount of
pressure on the pedals.

A s the rider inc reases or
decreases the pressure, the drive
gear automatically adj usts to
make ped al ing easy and efficient.
Though your bike would st ill look
the same with an automatic
transmission on it , it sure
wouldn' t feel the same. No more
franti c searchi ng for the right
gear - hal fway up a hill.

Other innovations have even
revolution ized the basic bicycl e
design . Recum bent bicycles, for
example, have the rider lie on his
back instead of sitt ing upright.
Designers of this type of cycle
say it is safer and has less wind
resi stance. Studies indicate that
as much as 80 percent of a
cyclist 's effort at 18 miles (29
ki lometers) an hour is used to
fight wind resistance.

One recumbent tricycle that
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carries two riders back to back
has demon strated its superior
aerodyna mics by achieving short
bursts of amazi ng speed ­
more than 60 miles (96
kilometers) an hour!

Another four-wheel,
fou r-passenger recumbent
cycle developed at the

U niversity o f C inc innati,

Meet Pega sus, one of a new
breed of ve hicle s tha t is

changing th e sha pe of
cycling.

•

O hio, em ploys
a sleek fibergl ass shell that
surrounds its riders for
protection from the weather. It
also comes equipped with head
and taillights, hydraul ic brakes
and ventilatio n.

Prices are rather high now.
But, should they catch on, prices
would probably drop.

And as long as there is an
interest in human-powered
transportat ion, you can be sure
that inve ntors will continue to
fi nd ways to im prove the
bicycle. - By Dan Taylor 0

What Employers
RE LYWant

• What are employers looking
for in the people they hire these
days'! Are there skills you can be
learn ing that will help guarantee

•
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" Some sets 01 percentages Wi ll exceed 100 perc ent

since studen ts wIOre a llowed on certain questions to
mak e more than on e c ho,-:e W here the to ter ot the
oercer uaoes 1$ below 100, no t all re sponses are reteo

percent planned to jo in the
mili tary.

Careers. Computer-related
careers are indispu tabl y the
most high ly desired occupations
- 16.7 perce nt want to break
into that fi eld . The busi ness
world appeals to 7.3 percent,
while 6.6 percent hope to
become doctors. Teach ing (5 .6),
law (4 .6). engineering (4 .2) ,
accounti ng (3 .8) and
professio nal spor ts (3 .8) also
have thei r fans .

Wor ld problems. For 37
percent , the t hrea t of nuclear
di saster was the world's N o. I
problem. T hreat of World War
III concerns 2 1.3 perce nt ,
poverty J5. 1 percent.
Overpopulation (10. 5) and
environmental problems (6 .5),
the No. I and No. 2 concerns
10 years ago, dropped to fourt h
and fift h place this year.

Life goal. To the q uest ion,
"What is t he one thi ng that you
want out of life '? " 27 .6 percent
ment ioned career success .
Happin ess in general comes in
second wi th 25.7 percent,
fo llowed by marriage a nd fa mily
(20 .8) , general success (9 .8),
fi nancial success (7) and a long,
e njoyable life (4.2) . - By
Robert C. Taytor 0

•
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Researchers asked 1,50 0 young people w hat they tho ught
abo ut e ve ry t h ing f ro m hobbies to world prob lems. (Photos
by Nathan Faulkner, fa r left . and Youth 84)

concern and
kindness (18 .2) and
good altitude and
friend li ness (15 .7) .

Hohbies. T he
hobby enjoyed by
most of t he
st ude nts (64. 9

percent) is sports an d fitn ess.
Other favo rite hobbies are
reading (49. 1), video games
(47 .1), music (43 .8), cooking
(39 .9), collect ing th ings (39.8) ,
art (32.9) , computers (27 .3) and
danci ng (23.4) .

After graduation. More tha n
hal f plan to go on to a fou r-year
college. About 36 percen t wi ll
get full-t ime jobs. 14 .8 percent
w ill go to j unior college and

14 .8 percent wi ll altend
vocational or trai ning school.
Marriage was marked by
13.3 percent. whi le ILl

Los A ngeles, California, school
board , " T he ability to learn is t he
hall mark of the successful
e m plcycc."

T he report d id not cr it icize
h igh sc hool vocational or
techn ical courses, but said that
they cannot take the place of a
so lid backgrou nd in the basics .
By Lowell Wagner Jr. 0

* " H gh School,; ,n Ihe C hanging w o uc oro ce" Nauoria l

Academy ot Sciences. W ashing lo n , D .C

I

skills most sought after by
employers. If workers can learn
quickly, they will be able to adapt
to new job sit uat ions a nd "master
new skills as needed t h ro ughout
their 40- to 50-year worki ng
lives." If th ey a rc well-grounded
in t he basics, they wi ll learn quite
easi ly how to hand le new
technologies as they come a long.

According to pan el member
Rita Walters , a member of t he

• Do you th ink t he grading
system in your sc hool is fair'? Do
yo u listen to your rad io about
t hree hou rs each day'? A nd if
some money sud de nly appeared in
your life, would you just as soon
save it as spend it ?

Yes, yes a nd yes ~ at least
according to a new su rvey of
1,500 teenagers. The su rvey.
" T he Mood of Ameri can Youth,"
was com piled by the N at iona l
A ssociation of Secondary
School Princi pa ls . It
concentrates on sc hool, bu t
also takes a look at a wide
ra nge of subjects . Here a rc
some of the high lights .

Sebool. More than 70
percent* o f th e s tude nts
said one of the thi ngs
they e njoy most abou t
school is t heir fr iends.
Other th ings t hey say they
enjoy arc sports (31 .2
percent) , learning (1 7.1) ,
socia l act ivi ties (16) ,
t eac hers ( 15.1) and classes
(10.2 ) .

Teachers. Nearly one t hird
of the s tudents say the abi lity
to explain t hings clearly is one
of the most importan t
quali t ies of a good teacher.
O t her quali ti es ment ioned are

,

•

•

•
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By Bob Regazzol;

Dealing with a parent isn't
always easy , But what If you now have a stepparent?

ing increasingly common to have
a s te ppare nt. For instance, in the
U n ite d State s , t he r e a r e a n
estimated 40 mill ion stepparents .
That's a lot of families!

The condit ions before your
parent' s rem ar ri age were no
doubt traumatic. The fami ly uni t
you once had was shattered , and
as a young pe rson, you fou nd
yourself more depende nt on your
sing le paren t. You needed the
warm th, security , attentio n and
love of thi s paren t.

But as your parent begi ns to
date and s how an interest in
anot her person, you may feel
threatened, eve n rejected. T his
other person may not be qu ite
w ha t you had in m ind as an
addit ion to your fami ly,

But what can you do to enjoy a
be tt er re la t io ns h ip with yo u r
stepparent '! Here arc some t ips.

Beco me better acquainted.
After a ll , t he s te pparen t is a
stranger coming into the fam ily,
and it will take time and coopera­
tion for everyone to get to know
each othe r better.

What is it about th is person
that caused your parent to love
him or her ? You are going to be
spending a lot of time together in
the future, so get to know each
ot he r . You can reall y g row to love
this person .

Accept your stepparent. This
person is going to be a major
infl uence in your life, and even
th ough yo u a re not a direct
physical descendant, you are now
a part of the same family.

Family toge the rness is vita l for
our happiness and sec urity. Your
ste pparent can be a sym pathetic ,
understandi ng parent and coun­
se lo r . Beco min g b c t t c r ac­
quainted is necessary for this
acceptance. We often fear and
reject the unknown , so com ing to
know a person well increases our
acceptance .

Rather than making life d iffi­
cu lt for each othe r through
rejec tion or hesitancy, do what
you can to develop a close and
loving com pa nionship with both
of your parents .

A void making comparisons. N o
two peopl e are alike, and in a

(Continued O il page 29)

or father has remarried , and you
now face the uncert ain t y of
getting to know a stranger in your
home, What is you r life goi ng to
be like now'! Man y young people
today face this question .

This ne w parent isn't entirel y a
st ranger to you . You possib ly
were able to get acquainted while
your parent was dating your new
ste pparen t. However, you proba­
bly didn't have a great deal of
t ime to reall y get to know him or
her.

How do you get along with a
stepparent '! In chi ldren's sto ries ,
ste pparents are n't generally re­
garded very highly. Somet imes

they are described as
being really nasty
and mean . Are all
s t e p pa r e n t s t h is
way?

C e rta i n ly not.
Some of our readers
kn ow th ey arc not,
and do enjoy a good
relati onship. Othe rs,
however , may find
difficu lties at times
wit h a s te pparent.
Most c hi ld ren and
teens arc going to
have di ffi cult ies oc­
casionally with the ir
natural pare nts! S o
it sho u ld n ' t be a
su rprise that t hi s
ne w rel at ion s h ip
may provide a chal­
lenge.

In man y West ern
nat ions it is becom-

inYour Family

Getting to Know the

our heart is pounding,
Y ou wait som ewhat

nervously as your mother
walks up the driveway with
someone you st ill consider a
stra nger, although you've
seen h im many times.

T he door o pe ns a nd there
yo u stand, face to face w it h
the o ne w ho is now going to be

•-' a regular m e m ber of y ou r•
~ household .
~ W ho is he'? He 's your stc pfa-
: ther.
~ Because of the death or divorce
o
:f of a natural parent. your mother

I

I
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By Bernard W. Schnipperl
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was sad d e n e d . Stu n n e d . S hocke d .
B e w ildered. Dismay ed.

A nd I had good reason to be . M y
parents had j ust told m e that one o f m y bes t
fr iend s was d ying o f leukemia. A nd he was
go ing to die soo n. Very, ve ry soo n.

But my grief was espec ially sharp because of
an incide nt th at had happe ned the previous day
between this fri end, Marty, and me. It was when
I told my parents about it that they decided to
finall y tell me all the bad news about Marty's
illness.

You see, I had real ized that Marty was sick. It
was no secret in the neighborhood . Besides, you
just can' t have a good fri end ill and not know
about it.

Yes , I knew he was sick. I Ju st d id n't know
that he was that sic k.

Why didn 't I realize?

It seems st range now, looking back, that I
didn 't reali ze how sick Marty was. But for some
reason , wh en you are 14 , life seems like it is
forever. So do fri endsh ips. It just didn't dawn on
me that M arty wouldn' t always be there, no
matter what was wrong with him .

I was so naive that whe n someone asked if
Marty had leukemia, I laughed it ofT as abs u rd .

Y es, I reali zed that M arty was sick, but s ince I
didn ' t dream he was that sic k, I did little to
change the way I treated him.

Now, don 't get m e wron g. I didn't treat him
poorly all the time. N o. I liked him. So I treated
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The mernor-ies you will want to
have of your friends are the good times,

the fun and the sharing and caring.

I

him the way I treated all m y friends, the way
most people treat their friends - som etimes
well , somet imes poorly, usually j ust OK.

But this day, the day my parents told me he
was near death , I wasn't thinking of the times J
treated h im well, or even just OK, but the times I
treated him badl y. Like the day before.

Our last argument

I don 't remember now exactl y what caused our
argum ent that day. But I do remember where it
happened. It was at a lake where we had been
fi shing and cam ping. (Marty had good spurts
even up to the last when he felt better, and
during these times hi s parents would let him be
fairl y ac t ive. )

I also remember that we took to shoving each
ot her a bit , and talking tough . And I remember
that it had almost become a full-blown wrestling
match .

Alm ost , but not quite. Although I didn 't
realize how siek he was, I did know that Marty
didn 't have his normal st rength, and I felt just a
little guilty about gett ing into a shoving match
with someone who wasn't well. So, som eho w, I
don 't remember how, we managed to stop short
of actual blow s.

I su ppose it was guilt th at caused me to
m enti on to m y pare nts, as 1 sat watchin g
television the next night, that I had almost come
to blows with M arty.

My parents' response surpr ised me. They g rew
strangely quiet. Then they cautioned me in sobe r
whispers that M arty was very sick and to be
care ful how I treated him. And then, after some
hu shed counsel between themselves, they decided
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to tell me everything about how sick he was.
I was stunned. Although I was sitting in front

of the television , I no longer saw it. My thoughts
drifted to the day before.

Now , m ore th an e ver , I regretted th e
argument. I regretted every argument. every
cross word, every time I was se lfish, every time I
teased or taunted him or talked abou t him behind
hi s back.

For I had treated his friendship lightly. I had
taken his friendship for granted . I had assumed.
that friendship was forever.

I was wrong. Marty died within weeks.

Treasuring friendships

Now, as an adult, I look back at a ll the
fr iendships that I had and reali ze that hardly any
have been foreve r. No, o ver the years most
friends have come and gone.

I am not alone in this . In spite of our best
efforts, our friends wind up in other classes , other
schools , o ther states . Friendships arc broken by
time, by m oves, by changes in interests and by
death . They are broken for a thousand different
reasons, in a thousand different ways, but they
arc broken time and time again .

Does this decrease their value ? No, it means
we need to treasure OUf friendships even more for
the time th at we have them. Treat your friends ,
not poorly, not merel y OK, but the best you can
every time you are with them . Let them know
that you va lue their friendship.

For , whil e fri end ships arc not foreve r ,
memori es are . And the memori es you will want
to have of your friends are the good times, the
fun and the sharing and caring.

It's funn y, but of the hundreds of hours I spent
with Marty, I remember most vividl y ou r final
argument. And , although I remember with
sadness the pushing and shoving, I remember
with sat isfac tion the one thing I did not do - I
d idn 't hit him . And he didn 't hit me.

I suppose the reason was that, deep down
inside both of us, even deeper th an our temporary
mi sunderstanding, was the reali zation that we
shouldn't be mean to each other, for we were
fri ends.

A t least for a while. D

Friend ship s see m like they'll go on for e ver.
But wh at about wh en they don 't ?



potential of becoming literal so ns ~

and d aughte rs of G od ( II Cor in- ~
t hians 6: 18) , with t he in c redible ,

c

power a nd ab ilit ies th at He has. ~
God 's plan is to reproduce H im - .s
self in us if we will learn to live ~
t he happy a nd g iving way H e Q

Hi mself lives.
You need to kn ow more about

the purpose of your life . Perhaps
you wo u ld give everything to save
you r life. H ow much wou ld you
g ive to fi nd out what to do with
your life after you had saved it ?

Is the price o f a postage sta m p
too m uch ? W hy not mail us a
lett er an d as k fo r o ur free
booklets , Why We re You Born?
a nd Your Awesome Fut ure?
Th ey g ive mu ch m o re d etail
about th e wonderfu l t hi ngs God
has in s tore for humanity a nd for
yo u. Just fo r the pri ce o f a
pos tage stamp.

And in the U ni ted S tates and
Canada, it is even easier. J us t
telephone us toll-free and ask for
these free book lets. See ins id e t he
fron t cover for th e addresses and
phone numbe rs. 0
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a no t her war.
C harl ie went where t he act ion

was. T he las t I knew, he was
thinking about fig ht ing against
t he R uss ians in A fg hanistan.

Whe n yo u t a l k ed t o h im.
C harlie seemed to be a nice guy,
bu t I was n't able to fo rge t that he
was a paid killer. H e seem ed to
value human life about 10 cents
- the pr ice of a bullet.

What's it r e a lly worth?

How m uch is a h u man life
reall y worth? Most of us va lue it
mu ch more than t he pri ce of a
bullet. We would give a ll we ow n,
a nd more, to save o ur lives. But
we d on 't know why .

Why is life va luable? What is
life for? Most people don't spe nd
a lot of time think ing about it ­
t hey just t ry to add some fun and
excitement to t hei r ot herwise dull
l ives w it ho u t thin ki ng about
where they arc h ead in g . T hey
have no goal and t hey see no
meaning to the ir lives.

But t here is a reason for human
existence - a purpose fo r you r
life that science has not discov­
ered, educat ion does not teach ,
religion has not revealed . Y our
purpose is incred ibl y more than
most people imagi ne. Your life is
wo r t h mu c h m or e tha n a ny
human could pay.

T he C reator God d es ig ned t hat
awesome purpose. In t he Bibl e
H e r eveals t hat we have th e

By Michael Morrison

A paid killer

W hen opportu nity came, Char­
lie responded . In Vietnam, he
operated behi nd enemy li nes on
mi ssions so secre t that he ki lled
anyone who saw him - whether
m ili tary or civilian.

Later he went to the N ige rian
c ivil war. where he killed even
mo re p eopl e , o n both s ides .
Ignora nce was a fatal mistake if
you were near C harl ie. He had no
loyal ty except to himself.

In N iger ia, C harlie fought on
the losing side, but he d id n't care.
He just fought for the thrill of it.
Even before the war was over, he
h ad a lready go ne to fi ght in

To Charlie, all your life would be worth
is the price of a bullet.

will never forget C ha r­
lie . Neither would you.

He looked like a modern­
day pirate, a nd he was.

A ro w o f n eatl y a r ranged
bullets sa t o n C har l ie's d esk .
He was an am m uni t io n expert ,
a n d h is livel ih ood - h is life
- depe nded o n kno win g bul­
let s .

He kn e w how m u e h t h e y
weighed, what they were made of
a nd which gu ns they were for.
A nd he kn ew how to use th em .

C harl ie was a soldier- fo r-h ire,
and he wou ld light for wh oeve r
paid h im. H e fought, not for love
of country, but rather fo r t he love
of fight ing. T he power of life and
deat h was in hi s hands.

•
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By Robert C. Taylor

I see a bridge bef ore me
It crosses every sea
A golden bridge that guides me
To a world that's good and f ree
We can walk together in peace and harmony

- From "You're M y Brother"

hat's it like to board a plane b ound
for a p lace nearly half the world

a w a y? A place where l a n g u a g e a n d
c ustoms a re strange, a place far a w ay f rom
h ome?

For 27 d ancers and musicians from C h ina ,
ag es 7 to 16, this M ay was the time to find ou t.
That was when the Little Ambassadors of
Shang hai cro ssed the Pacific Ocean fo r a
th ree-week mus ical tour, becoming the fir st
c h ild re n's g rou p from China to tour the U n ited
States.

They were greeted in their first stop, Californ ia,
by un familiar scenery, strange faces , funn y- looking
food and peculiar customs. But all this did n' t keep
the S hanghai young people from making many
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fr iends among the Americans they met.
A s part of thei r first performance, the C hinese

musicians were joi ned by a group of students, ages 6
to 13, from Imperial Schools in Pasadena, California.
While practicing the two songs they would sing
together and while tou ring Im perial Schools, the
young people from opposite ends of the earth quickly
we re smiling, laughing and exchanging souvenirs .

" They taught us a few C hinese words and we
taught each other games," said S tephen McN eil, an
Imperial student, explaining how they broke the ice
to get to know each other in spite of language
barriers.

" When we first met I felt uneasy. Then I met one
of the older girls [Yu Hong] and became really close
to her," added I3-year-old Jennifer Scott.

Music and dance

The concerts includ ed m us ic per formed on
Chinese instruments with names like er hu, 1iu qi n,
pi pa and the zheng . W hether on these instruments
or on the pia no or violin , the you ng C hi nese
musici ans im pressed the audience with their talent
and evidence of hundreds of hou rs of pract ice.

The dancers were also crowd pleasers, with
graceful movements and colorful costumes adding
excitement to the program.

As a finale for the Pasadena performances, the
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M a .Jun-y t, age 12,
displa ys his skill on
th e vio lin (far left) .
Dancers perform
"Bea utiful Littl e
Peacocks" (center
left) . Instruments from
China (upper right) .
The talented yo ung
pe ople from Shanghai
quickly won the hearts
of American
audiences a nd the
yo ung peopl e who
performed with them .
A sad fare well after
their la st performan ce
together (top cente r
right) .

(Photos: dan cers ,
ce nter left , ph oto
c ourte sy the Chinese
gove rnme nt; top
ce nte r right, Hal
Fin ch; all others,
W arren W atson)

American students joined all the Chinese musrcians
and dancers on stage to sing two special songs
"ded ica ted to the go lden br id ge of friends hip
between C hina and America."

T he songs, sung in both Engli sh and C hi nese,
wcre com posed by Canadian Warre n Dyck and are
called "Child ren Were Madc for Love" and " You're
M y Brother."

To the thu nderous applause of the audience, the
Chinese and American students joined hands an d
raised the m high.

T he fr iends hip and th e per formance we re so
inspir ing that Youth 8 4 Editor-in-Chief Herbert W .
A r mstrong a rranged fo r the Im peri al Sc hoo ls
studen ts to join the Little Ambassadors of Shanghai
in their performances in San Francisco, California,
a nd Was hington, D. C. , as well. The Litt le
Ambassadors' tour of the U n ited States was
sponsored by M r. Armst rong through the Ambassa­
dor Foundat ion he head s.

International friendship

Ma J un-y i, a 12-year-old violinist, expressed the
sentiments of the Li tt le Ambassadors as he spoke
through a t ranslator:

" Before [ came to the United States [ felt a bit
nervous because this was my first tri p abroad. and I
did not know m uc h about this country . A nd also 1

missed my parents." He we nt on to say that all of the
Haunts, uncles, brothers and sisters" - the friends
he met in A merica - made him fee l comfortable
and welcome.

The visit helped develop mutual fr iendship and
underst anding. Billy Schuetz, 12, had high praise for
his newfound friends. "The C hinese arc nice. Thcy
like to play games - they are n' t serio us all t he lime.
T hey're j ust like any other kids!"

After their last performan ce together in W ashing­
ton, D. C. , came a moving good-bye. When these
friends who had met on ly a few weeks befo re
realized thcy would probably not see each other
again, there were few dry eyes. Their friendships had
crossed the cultural and lan guage barriers.

True friendships among nations arc rare these
days. But we can all look forward to a t ime whe n
the re will be go lden bridges of friendsh ip between all
countries . When that happens, the child ren of all
nations will be able to si ng together and become
friends .

You can read more about this coming world of
peace, happiness and friend-
ship in our free book, T he
Wo nderfu l Wor ld T o­
m orrow - Wh at II Wi ll
Be Like.

Just write or call our
office nearest you for
your free copy. The
addresses and phone
numbers are listed on
the in s ide front cov­
er. 0
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What's It Like to Be a
GUYANA?

Come with us as we visit

several widely different parts
of the South American

country of Guyana and meet
Sunita, Denise and

Stephanie!

By Paul Krautmann

I m a g ine living on the
banks of a river in an
area where there are no

roads . To go shopping,
attend school or visit your
neighbors , you have only
one means of transportation
- a small wooden boat.

At 15, Sunita Persaud has
m an y years ' experience at
leaving home around 8 a.m . in
the fa m ily ' s six-seat boat.
W ith her brother and sister ,
she paddles for half an hour to
sc hoo l in the village of C hari ty
on th e Po meroon R iver , G uy­
ana .

T he children livi ng along the
Po meroon an d many ot her rivers
in G uyana become ex per t swim­
mers and boat handle rs by ag e 6.
The river is their home .

O the rwise, they are m uc h like
yo ung people anywhe re in the
world . S unita, for ins ta nce, enjoys
ga mes and sports such as roun­
ders, long an d high jum p and
r u nni ng . S u bjec ts at sc hoo l
include mathematics , E ng lish,
science and soc ia l studies .

Meals consist mo stly of rice,
eddoe, yam, sweet potato, plan­
tain and greens, with chicken or
beef whenever available. Sunita's
favorite dish is rice and curried
ch icken .

~ When at home she helps with
~ the ho usework an d also with the
~ fam ily's 10-acre farm . Naturally,
~ when t ir ed of weed ing, she and
:3 her brother an d sister are quick to
~ pick some of th e man y kinds of
~ fruit growing on the fa r m : man­
~ go , banan a, golden apple, goose­
~ berr y an d cherry to name just a
~ few .
.s . As they live in an isolated area,
~ S unita and her family, lik e many
it ot hers living in t he hin terland

16 YOUTH 84

areas of Guyana, look forward to
visi t ing Georgetown, the capital
and maj or ci ty of Guyana.

City below sea level

Denise, 14, lives in George­
town, a city of about 170,000. It
is a picturesque city with many

wide streets lined with flowering
t rees . As it is below sea level, the
city has a complex system of
drainage canals that run alongside
the streets. Many small children
like to fish in the canals and even
swim in them.

There are no televis ion stations



1een in
in G uyana so Denise has plent y of
time to "gaff" (talk) with her
fam ily and fr ien ds. Ci ne mas may
be found in ab u ndance, bu t
Deni se finds only a few films are
wor th watching . H owever, she
enjoys the movies fro m Ind ia as
they usu ally include mu ch sing­
ing and dancin g .

Now and the n Deni se ge ts th e
chance to visi t ot he r young peo ple
who live in the mining town of
Linden about 65 miles (105
kilometers) inland from George­
town . Here ba u x it e , one of
Guyana's chief exports, is mined

The Potaro River (far left) twists it s
way th rough Guyana 's va st interior. At
one spot (above left) , it takes a
majest ic 741-foot (226 meter) leap
over Kaieteur F a lls . Denise (be low left)
li ve s in the country 's busy capital ,
Georg et own. In the open country of the
Rupununi s av an nah (bel ow rig ht) , many
o f the area' s orig inal inhabitants, the
Amerindians , live in traditional homes.

on a large sca le. Du st fro m th e
mining operat ions often blankets
the town , so it is hard to keep
anything clean .

Den is e a lso tr avel s to t h e
Corentyne area near th e border
with Surinam. This is a major
rice-growing region . It also pro­
duces much of th e vegetables for
th e city dwellers in Georgetown.
T o reach th e Corentyne, Den ise
m us t t r avel b y ca r o r bu s ,
cross ing three river s by bridges,
and one, the Berbice Ri ver , by
ferry .

Guyana has man y rivers and
sma ller creeks. The very name
Guyana me ans " land of wat er s."
It is also a land of peopl es from
areas around the world - from
Indi a, A frica, C hina and Por tu ­
ga l. The nati ves of the area are
ca lled Amerindians (American
Indians) .

The vast interior

The Amerindians live mostly
in the vast interior area of the
country, in the dense t ropical
forest or in th e cattle-raising
ar ea of the Rupununi savan­
nah s near th e bord er with
Brazil. These people belong
to a num ber of tri bes each
speaking its own language,
although many also speak
English.

If Su n i t a and Denise
wished to visi t Stephanie, an
Ame r indian tee nage r who
lives in th e Rupununi area,
they would have to fly by
light airc raft more than 200
miles across the forest-cov­
ered mountains of the interior.
Such trips are expensive bu t
exciting. On the way, they would
stop at Kaieteur Falls, five times
higher than Niagara Falls, in the
midst of unspoiled, forested val­
leys and mountains.

Stephanie, 12, lives at Parama­
katoi, high up in the Pakaraima
M ountains. S he speaks English as
well as her native Patamona
language . Called the "Gentle
Peopl e," the Patamonas lead a
qui et ex istence growing giant
yams and ot her pr oduce on their
hillside farms an d making handi­
crafts or searching for gold .

There are no cars or buses in
their area. Actually, there are no
roa ds, bu t win ding tracks along
which the people walk often for
days at a t ime carrying their loads
on th eir backs.

Before and after school, Steph­
anie helps he r mother prepare
meal s for the fam ily, washes
clothes in a nearby creek and
fet ches water to the home.

Every two weeks an aircraft
lands at the village bringing mail
and news from the outside world .
For Stephanie and the other
children, it is a special day. They
all gather to welcome the plane.

Although she has not been to
Georgetown, Stephanie hopes to
be able to go there and see all the
things we take so much for
granted - cinemas, cars, buses,
trucks, shops, telephones, modern
buildings and all kinds of people.
She also looks forward to meeting
other young people such as
Sunita and Denise.

Guyana is a land of contrasts,

of many waters, and many
peoples separated by geographical
barriers, but for Sunita, Denise
and Stephanie it truly is, as the
nation's motto states, "One
people, one nation, one desti­
ny." 0
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Here are some tips on how to look your best for less.

t's time fo r ne w clothes.
School is start ing up
soo n for many in the

N orthern Hemisphere, a nd
besides, many o f the things
you wore last ye a r a re too
sm a ll or they've worn o u t.

But maybe yo u don 't have a
la rge clothing budget. With
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pr ices goi ng up a nd money
hard to come by, you need a
way to improve yo ur wardrobe
without losing your shirt.

Dressing well is a skill and a
challenge. And doing it on a
limit ed budge t is a n added
challenge. But there are tips that
can help you make the most of
your money.

Before you enter the war zon e
(t he sto res ) , yo u need to go
through a little basic training.
Otherwise someone is likely to
make a killing oIT you.

Before you go shop p ing

So where do you start? Your
closet! No. don't hide in there.
You explore your current sup­
plies - the clothes that you can

•
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s till wea r. Some of t hem may
need to be mended or to have
spots removed . But t his wi ll be
less expensive than trying to star t
com pletely ove r .

By add ing new clothes that you
can mix and m atch with t he ones
you al ready have, you can seem to
have a larger ward robe than yo u
rea lly have.

You need to make a master
plan. Look at you r act ivities for
the year and see what you' ll be
need ing. For example, you may
need clothes for sc hool, exercise,
c hu rch, dances, work and around
the house .

The n get spec ific a nd write
down the items you don 't have
that you really need. You may not
be able to get t hem all at once, so
you'll probably have to narrow
this list down to what you reall y,
really need .

O ne ti p is to build a basic
ward robe of colors and styles th at
go toget her and that arc a lways in
style. Then you probably won' t
have as m uch problem next year
because you' ll be able to mi x and
match.

What yo u do n ' t know . , ,

If you don't kn ow what colors
and styles look best on yo u, try to
find out before you go shopping.
Don't let a salespe rson pressure
you in to somet hing yo u' ll find
you don't need , want or like.

Another tip is to know some­
t hi ng a bou t fa b r ics . Eve ryday
clot hing sho u ld be of a stronger
fab ric t han clothing fo r formal
occas ions. Be aware of what kind
o f care different fabrics req uire :
Docs t he label say it needs to be
hand washed or d ry-cl eaned, and
are yo u wi ll in g and a b le to
provide that care?

It 's a lso good to know how to
check the quality of a garment.
What good is it to buy clot hes
that will fall apar t after a few
was hi ngs! A few quality items
a re a better investment t han a lot
of cheap, shoddily made clothes
tha t look good only t he first few
times t hey are worn.

Look at clot hes you've bought
that have wo rn ou t fast and try to
see why. W ere t he scams in tact,
the bu tton ho les sewn fi rml y to

prevent fraying, t he bu ttons sewn
on well, the edges fi nished neat­
ly? Th ings like linings , ext ra
buttons, st raight hems and 100
percent natural fab rics are often
signs of a q uality garment. If you
know what to look for. you won' t
be fooled .

C hecking catalogs and adver­
tisemen ts in ad vance can give you
a general idea of what you will
have to pay. But if you check
around , you will probably find a
wide variety of prices - a ll the
more reason to look around for
the lowest one. Be su re to be on
t he lookout for seasonal clearance
sales.

How can yo u fi nd the right
places to shop? Some places to
find exceptional bu ys a re factory
ou t le t s, bargain basemen ts o f
maj or department stores and the
sale rac ks of th ose expe nsive
shops you were a lways afraid to
go into because you knew yo u
cou ld n't a fford to buy anyt hi ng .

Do n ' t wr i t e of f preow ned
c lo t h i ng , wh et h er h and - me­
downs or from second hand stores.
Often q uality items are g rown out
of before they wear out, and with
tig ht budgets this is a necessity
for many of us.

Buyer beware

After doing all this research,
yo u' ll b e r e ad y to face t he
marketplace with a ll its hidden
dangers.

You'll know what you want
and won 't be in t im ida ted by
pushy salespeople who want to
se ll you som et h ing they have
(even if yo u d on ' t need it) . You
won' t be fooled by shoddy work­
manship and Ilashy fads t hat will
soon be out of sty le. Yoo won' t
buy on im pulse and end up wit h
six be lts and no money to buy
pants (t rousers) .

When you go sho pping, d ress
in clothes that are easy to change
because you will want to tryon
everything before decid ing which
items to buy. Even when marked
sizes are the same, t he real size
can vary great ly.

When tryin g some t h ing on,
check to make su re it fastens and
unfaste ns easily, t hat t he wais t­
line is at the best locat ion for you,

With p r ices going
Up .. . yo u need a

•w a y to Improve yo u r
wardrobe w ith o u t
losing yo u r sh ir t .

that the fabric will not st ra in
when yo u sit or walk and that
there is enough materia l hemmed
u p to a llow yo u to lengthen the
garmen t if you grow an inch or
two during the year.

Even if you fi nd wh at yo u want
at t he firs t store, don' t buy it ye t.
Keep looking and you' re a lmost
su re to fi nd t he same thing or
somet hing even better at a better
pnee.

Even if you don't, yo u' ll know
th a t you fo und t he bes t deal
because you will have checked .

Decisions, decis ions

Be fo re yo u buy so met h ing ,
why not ask yourself these q ues­
tions '?

• W here can I wear th is and for
how many seasons of t he year?

• W hat do I a lready have or
plan to buy that will coo rdi nate
with it ?

• Do the color and style look
good on me (not t he model in t he
adver tisement) ?

• Does it fit just r ight ?
• Docs it have flaws or is it of

quality workmansh ip ?
• Is the salesperson pressuring

me into t his deci sion? ( If so, why
no t leave a nd th ink abo ut it
before yo u decide ?)

• Is t his a fad item I will fee l
foolish weanng in a couple of
mo nths ? (R emem ber, often even
the wealthy can' t keep u p wit h
the fashion designers.)

• Does this reall y fi t into my
budget and needs or am I just
buying it to impress ot he rs ?

• Does it require specia l care?
• Cons ider ing the other things

I need to buy, can I afford this ?
Happy shopping! 0

T h is articl e was co m p i led
f rom reports by Kerri Miles,
Linda Moll Smith, Edie Weaner
and Jeff Z horne.

AUGUST 19

•

-



I

I
!

I

•

Fireworks
on Wings
From a distan ce , the tree seems
to be on fire . Bu t as yo u get
close r, you see that it's not
burning so much as flashing .
It 's full of th ousands of fireflies '

In some parts of
Asia, male firefli es
cI li st er o n cc r ta i n
t rees and flash to­
g e t he r t o a tt ra c t
f em al e s sea rc h ing
for a m at e . T h e
trees' g low ca n be
see n up to half a
mil e away .

T he fi re fl y fasci­
nat es people w her­
ever it lives, wh ich is
qui te a few places.
Wh er e th er e is
warm 1h and mo is­
ture, yo u' ll probably
fi nd fi re fl ies. (There
arc a few exce pt ions ,
like the West C oas t
of t h e U n it e d
S tates.)

T he J apanese have
fi refly festivals each
sum mer. T he hi ghlig ht of these
festi vals comes when thousands of
fi reflies are released at the same
ti me, fi lling the night sky wit h
gem like sparks .

For ce nturie s, men have used
fi re flies to help light their
homes. In the O rient, fi reflies
were often put in la m ps and used
to read by. T he story is told ofI C h'c Yi n. a C hinese scholar who

~ lived in the A .D. 300s, who had
, to rely on thei r light to get
~ through school. He was too poor
~ to buy lamp oil wh en he was a
g stude nt, but fi reflies we re free !
<
~ Unlike light bulbs, the glow
~

" from fireflies (also called
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PLUS
lightn ing bu gs) is produced wit h
virtually no heat. This is because
the fir efly's lig ht- prod ucing
system is nearl y 100 percent
effici ent - near ly all the energy
used is tu rned into light , wi th
litt le wasted as heat.

T he light is sparked when the
chem icals luciferin and

lu ciferase, fou nd in t he fire fl y's
body, are mixed with an
energy-supplying substance
ca lled AT P (adenosine
tr iphosphate) .

N erves carry the light-up
m essage to cells in the fi re fl y's
tail. When the message arrives,
the cells rel ease a tiny amount
of A T P int o the surround ing
cells t hat co ntain lueifer in and
luciferase. T he three chemicals
react wit h each other, releasing
a b right fl ash of light.

The light is used by the males
to identify themselves to fem ales
of their part icul ar firefl y spec ies.
When the fem ale sees a flash

from a m ale of her species , she
returns it with a specia l fl ash
that the m ale recognizes .

He is now sm itt en, and flies
in for a closer look. A ll the
time , th e two are sending coded
flashes back and forth . By the
time they meet, they know each
other ra ther well and want to

spend the rest of
their lives together.

Well, m aybe yo u
thi nk t hat doesn 't
sound too romantic ,
but you ' ll have to
admi t it 's more
effi c ient th an

dating! - By
Peter Ditzel and

Lowell Wagner
Jr. 0

ATaleof
TwoBall
Games

It 's got a bat and a ball , innings
and run s, fiel ders and umpires,
hits and outs . It 's baseball, r ig ht?
Well, maybe. It's a lso cr ick et.

The two po pular sum mert ime
games are fi rst cousins and their
sim ila rity comes from a com mon
ancestry that goes back centuries.

C ricket probably had its
or ig ins nearly 1,000 years ago
among chi ld ren of southeas tern
E ng land . In t heir game, played
much as it is today, one ch ild
would t hrow a ball at some st icks
placed upri ght in t he ground ,
trying to knock them over.
A nother one, using a th ick piece
of wood, would try to h it the ball

•
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of t hem gett ing stuck wit h a ll
the work if you get bored wit h
your new friend . Assure them
t hat yo u will be responsible for
you r pet's care. Bu t be
absolute ly sure you can live up
to yo ur promises. If yo ur mom
has to cl ean up afte r your new
puppy all the time, yo u can be
sure yo ur promises will come
back to haunt you.

• Don' t buy a pet on impu lse.
That cu te, fl oppy-cared puppy in
the pet shop window won't stay
that way for long . W ill yo u be
able and willi ng to take care of
it once it becomes a large dog ?

• Find out as much as you can
abo ut d iffe rent ki nds of pets. If
you kn ow what's available, you
will be ab le to get the pet you
reall y want and are able to care
for.

• Before you get yo ur pet,
a rrange for housing , food , bowls,
bed s , g roo mi ng
items and all the
o t he r t h i ngs
yo ur pet will ':::=::
ne e d t o be
happy.

• How much
ti me will it take to
exercise, train and
care fo r yo ur pet?
Di fferent animals

without caus ing
problems.

Th ere are several
things to cons ider before
gelling a pel.

• First. consider your
parents. They might like
the idea of yo u having a
pet, too, but not t he idea

Pets easily become big parts of
ou r lives. T hey give us much
friendship and affection in return
for a little good care.

But that good care doesn 't j ust
happen by accident. It takes
some work before your pet
comes home . If you're thinkin g
of gett ing a pet , plan ahead to
m ake sure it fi ts into your family

away, keeping it from tumbl ing
th e st icks.

Ad ults didn' t play the game
much until the 1600s. O nce t hey
became inte rested in the game,
cricket began to take on its
modern for m. By the end of the
1600s, cricket became so popular
that crowds gathered when
matches were played.

It was in the 1700s that
cricke t, after it had permanently
established its place in England,
began to move aro und the world .
As t he Bri tish Em pire expanded,
cricket went with it.

O ne of c ricket's new homes
was the U nited S ta tes . Eve n as
late as t he m id-1 800s, it looked
like cr icket would become
America's nation al game.

But a new game swept into
the limelight , leaving cr icket
beh ind .

By the early 1900s, when
baseball was fi rm ly established
peo ple wo ndered j ust where it
came from . A legend grew that
in the 1830s, a young m an
named Abner Dou bleday wen t
out on e day and invented it.

T his appealed to many
A mericans because it supposed ly
showed tha t t he game was
com pletely A merican. So the
legend flourished . But re­
search showed that Abner
Do u bleday had a bo ut as
much to do with inventin g
base ba ll as yo u r U nc le
Jake.

Baseball actuall y came
from a blending of ano ther
ancie nt English ch ild ren's
game, called rounders, wit h
(Continued on page 22)

,
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(Cont inued from page 21)
man y of the rules of cricket.
Americans loved it and it
flourished.

Like cricket, baseball soon
spread from its mother
country. Today, Cubans,
Japanese, Itali ans, Mexicans
and people from many other
nations are shouting , "Batter

I"up.
Those shepherd boys of

southeaste rn E ng land would
probably be surprised at what
they sta rted. They would be
amazed to hear the crack of
bats and balls echoing through
cricket grounds and baseball
diamonds around the world.
- By Lowell Wagner Jr. 0

Two Games

extracurricular activities, giving
them the kind of attention they
need to be able to give you the
most.

You have a chance for a fresh
sta rt this sc hool vear. It's a-brand new oppo rtunity to apply
yourself toward a good
education . Whether you are
looking forward to attend ing
college or beginning a career. a
good foundation of knowledge
will always be your all y. (Sec
"What E m ployers R eally Want,"
page 8, for a look at what
employers feel you shou ld know
to be a good employee .)

Some of yo u will be beginning
your secondary ed ucation and
have a once-in- a-li fetime
opportunity heading your way.
T hose of you in your last year
are in the homestretch . G ive it
a ll you've got.

Wherever you are in your
education , our free booklet , The
Seven Laws of Success , will help
you achieve your goals. It
contains man y tips and principles
that can hel p you have an
outstanding school year. Write or
call today for you r copy. Our
addresses and phone numbers are
on the inside of th e front cover.
- By Jim Rober ts D

Proverbs for
Today: Apply
Nowfor Success

You're probably having a great
summer (at least those of you in
the N ort hern Hemisphere!) and
not thinking much abou t school.
But have you noticed those
back-to-school advertisements are
beginning to sneak back into the
newspapers already? Besides a
new Flintstones lunchbox, a
deluxe se t of 64 crayons or a
new pencil box. what one thing
do you think will help you have
the best sc hool year ever?

How about some good advice
from a king ? Solomon wrote
many proverbs about the value of
acq uir ing knowledge . In one of
these, his counsel is as simple as
it is timeless: Apply yourself.

"Apply your heart to
instruction, and your ears to
words of knowledge" (Proverbs
23: 12) .

What does it mean to apply
yourself to someth ing? It means
more than just show ing up in
class each day. I t means more
than just enduring school until
you graduate . It means diligently
digging into your studies and

JULY

. .-,~

a lot of t rouble to provide it
wit h fresh gazelles for breakfast
every morning. Choose an
animal that you will be able to
care for in the best possible way.

have wildly different needs. If
, .

you re set on owning a
three-toed sloth, you won't have
to worry much about exercise .
But if you'd like to keep a pet
cheetah, you may have to go to
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• Can you
afford a pet ?

There are many
expenses involved in keeping a
pet : licenses, shots , equipment
- not to mention food! And
if it becomes ill, it may
require the attention of a
veterinarian and perhaps even
a stay in an animal hospital.
This all costs money. U nless
you intend to pay for
everything yourself, you must
make sure your parents are
willing and able to cover the
costs of a pet. Discuss this
with them before you buy a
pet.

Some careful planning
before you bring your pet
home will ensure years of
happi ness - for both you and
your pet. - By Tom
Delamaler 0
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Hi s examp le prayer over a nd over a ga in, o r
did He t ell th em to pray in a similar w ay ?
M allhew 6 :9 . Had He j ust De fo re thi s -t e ld
th em not t o re p ea t the exact same pray er, .
every t ime ? V e rse 7 .

Christ w as simply outl ining t he correct
approac h to God in p ra yer and the b as ic
things w e should include in our prayers .
L et' s s tudy Christ's inspi red g uide to prayer
a nd learn how to talk to God .

6. D id Jesus say to pray in a private
plac e? M atthe w 6: 5 -6. And did He set an
e xamp le b y spending the first p art o f His day
in p raye r - before anyt h ing e lse c ould
inter rupt? M ark 1:35 .

It is import an t to pray in a priv ate pl a c e ­
p erhaps in a b edroom , a spare room in th e
atlic o r even a c loset. One should a lso set
as ide a reg ul ar t ime to pra y . For many
people the morning is best - before th e
school o r work day gets sta rted,

7. Notice how Jesus began Hi s sample
prayer. To whom d id He say we should pray?
Matthew 6 :9.

Jesus c a me to reveal the F a th er to us
(J ohn 1: 18) , and He a lways addressed the
F athe r in His prayers.

God th e Father s its on a majestic th rone
in heaven __.SJ!f!g u nde d by dazzling beauty
(s ee Re vela tion 4 : 1- 11). Wh en w e · ta lk to
Him, w e a re having a personal a ud ience w ith
th e S upreme Ru ler o f the univers e !

8. Should w e " hallow, " o r hon or , th e
F a th er 's na me w he n we p ray t o H im ?
Matthew 6:9, last part. D id David, a man
a fter God's own heart (Ac ts 13 :22) , address
God in an attit ud e of praise, worshi p a nd
adorat ion? Psalm 18: 1-3 .

As we begin o ur prayers. we should not
only add res s and th ink of God as our Fath er ,
but als o honor and praise His name, His
office , H is character a nd His g reat love for
mankind . We should b e sure to thank Him for
our very ex istenc e, for our pare nts and the
mate rial th ings we possess.

9. H ow did Jesus cont inue His sa mple

~----------------':-_--------~--~--

By Richard A. Sedliac ik

.-

Here's How to Talk -"
to God

Did you kn ow th a t God is eager and
anxious for you to t alk t o Him?

God ta lks to us throu gh th e Holy Bible.
But communication is a two -w a y st reet . God
also want s us to talk to Him.

Bu t how? Throu gh p ra v er t Pra y er is
persona l, intimate, understan ding comm uni ­
ca tion with the Sup reme Power ot th e
universe ,

In t h is stu dy, you wi ll le arn h o w t o
establish di rect, pers on al contact wit h God.
You' ll learn step- by-step how to talk to God
in a meaningful and effective manner.

But befo re yo u begin , be sure to get your
Bib le, a p en or pencil and s ome paper.
Reading a nd writing out th e Bible verses
that a nswer th e questi ons aske d in th is
s t udy w i ll h elp yo u t o re m e mber th e
important prin c ipl es you wi ll be learn ing .

1. Does God w ant us to seek Him and
ma ke o ur reque st s known? Isa ia h 55:6-7 .
Philipp ians 4 :6.

God wants us to tell H im, a s we w o uld a
close friend , how we feel and what we think.
We do t his t hrough heartfelt p rayer.

Pra yer is s im ply our part of a two-way
conversa tion with God. God speaks to us
th rough t he B ib le a nd we speak to Him
thro ug h praye r. In th is w a y w e get to know
God , a nd H e c ome s to kn ow us .

2. Does God hear and de l ight in t he
prayers of th os e who seek t o pleas e Him
and d o His wi ll? I Peter 3: 12 , Ps alm 3 4 : 17 ,
Proverb s 15:8, I John 3 :22,5:14-15 .

3. Did J esu s Christ, who talk ed o fte n to
Hi s heave nly F ather, have absolute confi­
dence tha t God a lways h eard His prayers?
John 11 :41 -44.

4_ Did one o f Christ's disciples , w ho was
well aware o f His cl oseness to t he Fath er ,
ask Him to teach them how to pray? Luk e
11 : 1. (Christ's inst ructions on praye r are
found in Luke 11 and Matthew 6.)

Jesus gave His disciples a model prayer
a fter which to pattern th e ir own prayers .

5. Di d J esus tell Hi s d is ciples to repeat



o f o ur s ins? M atthe w 6 : 12 . (The w ord debts
here refers t o s ins.)

A ll o f us s in d ail y b y b rea k ing God 's
comm a nd ment s in o ne w ay o r a nother . W e
need to recogn ize a nd re pe nt of o ur d a ily
s ins, a nd th e n ask o ur loving and merc ifu l
F ather to forg ive us (Ps alm 86:5) . - -

13. But must w e a lso be forg iv in g tow ard
ot hers? "Matthew 6 : 12, 14 -1 5.

Re membe r tha t God will fo rg ive us only if
w e a re willing t o forg ive o t he rs . So w e
should ask God to h elp us b e fo rg iving and
m e rc if u l, e specially t o th o s e who m ay have
o ff e nd e d o r hurt us in some w ay.

14. W hat is th e last request o f J e s us '
e xamp le p ray e r? M atthew 6: 13 , fi rst se n­
tence . B,ut doesn't th e B ibl e s tate th at God
d o e s not tempt a ny on e? J ame s 1: 13 . Is it
ra ther the d ev il a nd his demons wh o a re o ut
t o t empt a nd ha rm us ? I Peter 5 :8.

Jes us' s ta tement in Matthew 6 : 13 is
b etter tra nsla te d : "Bri ng us no t int o s o re
t ri al , b ut de liver us f ro m th e evil o ne [ Sa tan
th e d e vil] ."

W e s hould pra y d aily and earn est ly that
God w ould not a llow us to be brought into
a ny severe trial o r temptati on , a nd that He

w ould g ive us th e help t o m a ster
wron g d e sire s a nd to d o His w ill.

15. Before c los ing o ur pra y ers, in
wh o s e nam e s ho u ld w e a cknow l­
e d ge t ha t w e a re p ra y ing ? J ohn
16 :2 3 , seco nd sente nce .

•A ll o ur re q ue sts s ho uld be m a d e
in Jes us ' na m e . W e can rightfully
ask the Father for things " in Je sus'
name" when we know it is H is wi ll ­
th a t H is authority s tands b e hind o ur
requests!

16. Ho w d id Jesus sa y w e s hould
close o ur pra y ers to th e Father?
Matthew 6 : 13 , la st p art.

Jesus' inspired o ut line o f pra yer
e nds w ith prai s e a nd a dora t ion o f
the Father j ust as it b egan. Th is
rem inds us o nce again to wh om w e
are praying and o f th e c haracter a nd

office o f t he true God wh o rul e s H is vast
c re a t io n.

Finally , a s J e su s s hows b y th is exa mp le
pra yer, we are to concl ude wit h th e w o rd
amen. Amen simp ly m e a ns " be it so."

If you hav en ' t begun to do so, s ta rt now to
esta b li sh d ire ct contact w ith th e Creator ,
R uler a nd S us ta iner of th e e ntire un ivers e .
Ta lk t o God every day . You'll b e g in t o
e x perie nce the t ru ly s uc c essful life G o d
wants you to e njoy . F or God ta k e s great
d elight in a ll th o s e w ho tal k to Him! 0

God wa nts us to talk to Him ­
to te ll Him , a s w e wou ld a c los e
fri end . how we feel and what we
th ink . (Pho to s by Nathan
F au lkner)

p ra ye r? Matthew 6: 10 , firs t sentenc e .
W he n we p ray " Y o ur ki ng d om come," w e

are asking fo r a nd lo o k in g fo rward to th e
time w hen G o d ' s li t e ral g ove rnment w ill b e
est a b lished o n thi s eart h throu gh the re turn
o f J e sus C h ris t as "King o f k ing s a nd L ord
o f lo rd s " (Re vela t ion 19 : 16) . The re w ill b e
p e a c e , h a ppiness a nd prosperity in t h e
w o r ld tomorrow b e c au se a ll mankind will
know and follow God 's way (Isa iah 1 1:9 ) .
Th e Te n C ommandment s w ill th e n b e t he
s tandard for d aily life e ve ryw here .

10. What d id Jesus s ay in t he second
p a rt o f Matthew 6 : 1O?

B e s u r e t o ask G od t o h e l p yo u
unde rstand a nd d o His wi ll. A sk Him to help
yo u s t udy a nd understand th e B ibl e , which
re ve al s what we a re, w hy w e a re a nd how to
l i v e so we m a y a ch i e v e H is a wesome
p urpo se for ou r lives .

11. What is th e next reque s t of J e su s '
samp le p ray e r? M atth ew 6 : 1 1. C an w e ask
thi s in con fid e nc e if w e a re s eek ing to d o
God's w ill t o th e b e s t o f o ur a bi li ty? M atthew
6 :3 3 , I Joh n 3 :2 2 .

W e ne ed to ask God to s up p ly ou r d a ily
ne e d s . Go into d etail a bout what they a re .

B e s ure to ask God to ble s s your p arent s so
th ey m ay provid e th e famil y w ith a deq ua te
fo od , c lo t h ing , s helte r and o t her nece ss i ­
ti e s .

Go d knows o f th e se ne e d s even b efore
w e ask Him (M a tt he w 6 :8 ) . Howe ve r, He ha s
not p ro mis ed to automati call y s upply what
w e do not ask for (James 4 :2-3) .

Chris t set the exa mple o f p raying for
o thers ' ne e d s a s we ll ( John 17 :20) . Thi s is a
vit a l part o f God 's way of g ive.

12. Sh ou ld we a lso ask G od to forgive us

,
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Practical Bible-based answers to the problems
of growing up.

DearYouth84,

- ---
.-
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designer c lot hes and not enough
on wh at kind of person yo u are. If
you've done what yo u can (for
some mon ey-saving tips, see the
artiele on page 18), then the next
step is to look a t the reasons for
embarrassment. Ofte n it is caused
by m isco nceptions.

One m isconception comes from
assum ing there is a reason to be
embarrassed when othe rs don't
even notice or really care . We
often j udge oursel ves more harsh­
ly than ot he rs do.

But even if ot hers do notice
whatever is embarrassing to you
and make cutt ing remarks, is that
a reaso n to be embarrassed ? O r
are they j ust trying to boost t he ir
own egos by run ning som ebod y
else down? T his type of person
will a lways find someth ing nega­
t ive to say about you. no matter
what you wear.

O f course , saying yo u don't
need to be em barrassed d oesn 't
take the embarrassment away .
Confi de nce does, so wo rk on your
st rong points, develop yo ur tal­
ents and ab ili t ies . R emember,
mere stylish dressing does not
determine a person 's true worth .

For more abou t the subject of
personal appearance. see page 28.
" By t he W ay ... ' 1 Don 't Like
the Way I Look.''' 0

IVe welcome y our questions and
will excerpt as m any as possible.
S orry we can 't answer t hem all.
Answers are prepared by Ber­
nard W . S chnippert , a minister
of th e Worldwide Ch urch of
God. Address your questions to
"Dear Yout h 84 , " 300 W. Green
Street. Pasad ena . C alifornia .

911 29.

life . C hoose God's way and you
won't regret it!

God tell s us: "I will not leave
you nor forsake yo u ... O nly be
strong and very courageous, t hat
you may obse rve to do accordi ng
to all t he law" (Joshua 1:5, 7) .
You can resist doing what you
know is wro ng and harm ful with
God 's help.

Look back throug h You th 84
art icles for specific suggestions
on how to have happy, wholesome
dat es and to s t re ng t he n yo ur
resolve to do things God 's way. It
is di ffi cul t in ou r soci e ty, so
remember to cl aim t he promise of
God's help so yo u can " be strong
and very courageous" !

Q. Most of the parents of the
kids I gn to school with have lots
of money and s pend what must be
a fortune on clothes for their
children. M y famil y is not rich,
and although I hale nice clothes, I
cannot afford to keep up with all
the styles like the kids at school.
How can I not be so em ba rrassed
about the way I must dress?

A. W e have all been embar­
rassed at one time or anothe r for
one r eason or anot her. It is not a
comfortable feeling. But most of
the time it is an unnecessary
emotion that can be erased if we
approach it t he r ight way.

M any t imes, today, too much
s t r c s s is pl aced o n

Q. I'\'c been dating a guy I like
very much. H e is popular and
good-looktng and I am very lucky
that he likes me so much. But he
has threatened 10 qui I daling me
unless I hal e sex with him. I am a
\'irgin and want to stay that way,
bUI I don't want In lose Ihis guy
and I ca n fe el myself starting to
weaken. Please help me.

A. Pre ma ri ta l sex is agai nst
God 's law fo r good reason (Exo­
dus 20 :14, I Corinth ians 6: 18) .
Judging by t he many sad letters
we rece ive, it 's a mistake you' re
sure to deeply reg re t lat e r in life .
Look a t this letter, for exam ple :

'" a lways t ho ug ht of myself as
a nice gi r l because I wouldn't go
'all th e way.' With every new
boyfr iend, necking became just
t he t hing to do. But a lso wit h
each it becam e less excit ing ...

" A bout four years a fte r los in g
my virginity I met th e rua n who
wo u ld become m y husband. I
cannot put int o words how m uch
I love this man . H owever , there is
a maj or prob lem. Because of m y
previous sexual experience. my
senses a rc deadened . N ow I wish
I co uld go back and erase all the
relations hips I had with ot he r
men . W hat a true blessing it must
be to have a wonderful sexual li fe
with your mate!"

G od places high value on the
prec ious g irt of sexuality He gave
to us to be saved until m arriage.
He wants us to value it highly as
well.

If t he yo ung m an yo u are
dati ng doesn't respec t your values
and t hreatens to q ui t dat ing you,
how m uch do you th ink he rea lly
ca res abou t yo u ? R cal love
incl udes respect and concern for
ano ther. You will have to decide
what you shou ld value more ­
t he tem porary (and they will be)
a ttent ions o f a popular yo ung
man or God's precious way of

I
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By Monty DiGiacomo

READER BY--LINE
Adopting a Parent
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The KEY
(Contin ued from page I )

There was someth ing wrong wit h
the knowledge being produced , or
else the needed MISSI N G DI M EN ­

SION in knowledge was not being
discovered.

To the dictum of scie nce that,
g iven sufficient knowledge, man­
kind's problems would be solved
and humanity's ills cured, I add
this: S olutions co me from the
righ t knowledge that su pplies the
righ t answe r - the true CAUSE of
both the evils and the CAUSE that
would produce peace and joy and
every GOO D result; and, second ly,
so lutions come from the applica­
t ion of that kn owledge.

Could it be possible for the

" W hat right do you have to
tell me what to do? You 're not
my real fat her anyway!" I said,
as I ran into the bedroom and
sla m med the door behind me.

M y mother's di vorce was very
confusi ng to me, but her remar­
riage affected me far more than
I wanted to admit to myself.

As far as I was concerned, he
was my mother's husband and
nothing more. Never would I
a llow him to take the place of
my natural father. No sir, he
wo uld never be my dad!

Well , it didn't take me long to
figu re out that I couldn't live
like that. But what was I to do ?
There I was, a confused little
boy wit h two fathers. One who
never seemed to have time for
me, and one I really didn't want
- or did I'!

It 's not so easy to j ust accept
anyone as your parent. Especia l­
ly someone yo u don't even know
that well.

Adapting to a new parent can
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most highly educated minds to
have been intellectuall y misled or
deceived '! Could they, viewing
only one side of the question, be
infall ible, enti rely above making
mi stakes?

Is it not human to err?

For many years now, I have
o bse r ve d that e r ro rs a lmost
al ways com e when a person starts
with a fal se basic p remise ~
carelessly assumed as self-ev ident
and taken for g ran ted without
question - and then builds on
that false basic hypothesis.

Suppose we now appropriate
the academ ic freedom to question
that which educato rs have d is­
missed witho ut examin ation .

Is it possible for us to fi nd the
EX P LANAT ION of why MAN is as

be d ifficult. It ' s no wonder so
m any have a hard ti m e.

If you' re having problem s
with a ste pparent, or a natural
paren t , or both, here are four
s t eps I ' ve le arned t hat ca n
help.

1. Learning to communicate is
the first st ep and somet imes the
hardest. Many ti m es lack o f
communication causes problems
a nd mi sund er st andin g s . If
yo u're havin g problems with
your stepparent , com m unication
can be the main key in solving
them. Bring your problems to
yo u r ste ppare n t a nd di scuss
them respectfully . Rem ember
that a rg uing is not com m unicat­
mg.

2 . Put the past aside, Holding
a gr udge won 't get yo u any­
where. Everyon e m akes mis­
takes . Don"t concentrate on past
mistakes, but rather on how to
solve ongoing problems.

3. Pray about it. I remember
when I was having problems

he is, W HY the world is filled with
evils'! Is it possible for us to
discover the CAUSE of all human
su fferi ng, anguish, unhappiness
a nd inequal ity? Is it possible to
find the C AUSE that would pro­
duce peace, happiness, abundance
and prosperity - the CAUSE that
wor ld leaders have apparentl y
ove rlooked'! Is it possible to find
the key to human su rvival?

T he a nswer to t he preced in g
qu e s t ions is YE S! Y es, it is
possi b le to a nsw er these bas ic
q uestions t hat have haunted m an
as long as he has existed . Yes,
th ere is a n a nswer t o these
questions that d eal wit h m an's
ve ry s u r v iva l. I f yo u wan t
ANSWERS to these questions . w r ite
for our bookle t Why Were You
Born ? It 's free. 0

with m y stepfa t her, I needed all
the help I could get. When I
prayed about my situation, I got
that help. T hings wo rked out
better for me.

4 . Don't give up. S ometi mes
things don't change as quickly
as we want them to, but, if yo u
want to speed up the process,
here 's a hint. Meet yo ur parent
halfway. When he or she sees
you putting forth effor t, it will
encou rage him or her to do t he
same.

You have a choice: You can
work to solve your problems, or
yo u can add to them. A fri end of
mine added to his. He is now ou t
of a home, out of money, but
most of all, out of a mother and
father.

So whether yo u have one, two
or even three parents, if they're
stepparen ts or natural , work for
a better relationship wit h them.
Don 't sett le for less. 0

E d itor 's note: The author,
age 16, is from Yard ley. Penn­
sylvania. For m ore about this
subject , see the article on page
10. If you would lik e to subm it
an article f or this section, send
it to: "R eader By-Line," Youth
84, 300 W . Green s i., Pasa­
dena, California , 91 129.



forced to become a prostitute. If
they don't do what they are told,
t hey are beaten and th rea tened,

some more. Drugs arc used to
c hain the runaway even more
fi rmly to the " pimp."

This happens every day!

How to cope

Runni ng away fro m a problem
at home is not the
way to cope. But
what a re t he so lu­
tions '?

S uppos e y o u
d on ' t g e t alo ng
wit h your paren t
or pare nts . H ave
you tr ied ta lki ng
o u t t he prob lem
wit h them, calmly
and wit h respect?
Mos t si m p ly as­
sum e, because of
pa s t m is unde r­
s t an d i ngs , that
t heir pa r en t s
wo n' t listen . Bu t

these misunde rstandings can
be worked ou t.

Try sincere ly, openly and
honestl y to talk to yo u r
pa re nts . Don' t do it when
you or t hey a re upse t, but
when everyone is calm and
has t he t ime. You wi ll be
su r pr ised how much th is
will achieve.

But what if the sit uat ion
a t h ome is co m pl e t e ly
unbearable? Some parents,

-.. un fortunately, bea t or mo­
lest their child ren .

S h o uld yo u r un away
then? We have a lread y seen
the result of t hat act ion .

Instead , talk to someone
who can help - pe rhaps a

min ist er o r sc hoo l off ic ia l.
Expla in to him or her what the
sit uation at home is like, and he
or she can help you find a way to
dea l wit h it. T hen you will be
prov ided shelter and food if it is
necessary for you to Icave home.

T here is hope for t hose who are
t hi n king abou t run n ing away
from home. T he good news is that
yo u don't have to. T here a re
better ways to cope until you a re
old enough to live on you r own.
- By Eli Chiprout 0

In many major c ities there arc
ce rtain people wai ting a t the bus
term ina ls. A ru naway is oft en
easy to recognize. Carrying some
kind of kn apsack or d uffel bag, he
or she usually looks fr igh tened
and ti red .

T he wait ing strange r comes up
a nd o ffe rs hi s s moo t h lines:
"You ' r e bea u t iful .. . Y ou 're

smar t. Don't worry, I' ll take care
o f yo u . Y ou 'll ha ve a n ic e

. "apart ment , a nice ca r.
M any fa ll for wo rds like these.

When you' re des pera te, yo u' ll
listen .

R u naways, especially g ir ls, b ut
a lso boys, g e t led away to a
strange apartm ent. T here they
are g iven a lcohol and drugs, and
wh en they are weak, the stranger
abuses them and threatens them.

A few d ays la t e r t hey a re
pushed ou t on th e st reet and

[Cont inued from page 6)

plane. Those who used her were
not there. O nly one fam ily mem­
ber was with her w hen, so soon
afte r she a r rived in Holl ywood
wit h stars in he r eyes, Shelly
we nt baek home to stay. 0

Bright Lights...

What d o you d o when y our
money runs ou t? On the

streets . the s lea zy st ra ngers
w it h money a nd pro mise s w ill

q uickly descend o n a
vulnerab le runaway .

T here are few teenagers
who at one t ime or ano the r
have not considered packi ng
up and moving out. Some­
ti mes troubles a t home can
become so great that it looks
like t he only way to cope.

Mill ions of young people
worldwide run away from
ho me each year, u p to two
million in the U nited States
a lone. A nd the numbers are. .
mcrcasmg .

Bu t few are aware of what
awai ts them ou t o n their
own.

H e r e ' s wh a t i t ' s l i ke
accord ing to runaways we
talked to in H o ll y wood ,
California.

O n t he s t reets

Many runaways end u p
on t he stree ts wit h no place
to go . Housi ng costs money,
and few runaways have enough
money to last more than a shor t
t ime.

M ost a re b roke a nd can' t get a
job. C hild labor laws and lack of
job exper ience make it d iffi cul t to
land a legal job. It is hard to even
look fo r a job wit h the tatte red
cl ot hes most ru naways have after
a few days. They usuall y have no
p lace to bathe , launder their
clothes or even sleep.

Bu t the worst t hing is, ru n­
aways are " sitt ing ducks."

•
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BY THE WAY...

powcr fu l enough to ru le a
ki ngdom. But God told him
this wasn 't the one.

" Bu t the Lord s a id to
Samuel, 'Do not look at his
appearance or at the height of
his statu re, because I have
refused him. For the Lord does
not see as man sees; fo r m an
looks a t the outward appear­
ance, but the Lord looks at t he
heart' " ( I Sam uel 16:7).

Real beauty

True beauty, t hen, isn' t only
skin deep . Real beauty act ually
co mes from within!

1\ rad iant smile and fr iend ly,
outgoi ng personali ty add beau­
ty to a face that, w ith a frown,
m ight be considered plain . A
posit ive att itude and willing­
ness to do what we can to
Im prove OUf appearance can
make a real difference .

A lo ng w ith o u r facia l
expressions, some things

about our appearance
we can and should do
somet h ing about. We

can Improve our pos-
t ure and shape up our

bodies wit h hea lth ­
ful d iet and cxer-.

cise.
Se lecti ng c loth­

in g a nd hairsty les
becoming to our bod­

ies also hel ps . Being
sc ru pulous ly cl ean and

eati ng a well-balanced d iet
add to ove rall health, and
improve the complex ion.

,..,.,~ -~ ~ry ing to .cover up blc~ ­

~ ' -~ ishes w it h cosmet ic s
only adds to complex ion

problems.
"Talk with your parents and %

ot hers about other ways you ~
•can Improve you. ~

Bu t , some th ings you can't ~
.c

change, so it's probably best to §
get yo ur m ind off o f them. ~

•
(Cont i nued on page 29) ~

to go to a certain hou se and
there he would fi nd t he man
God wanted to be the next
king. W hen Sam uel got t here
and saw Eliab, he was sure he
had found the one. You see,
Eliab was a tall and handsome
man, someo ne who loo ked

tant? Not to God t hey aren' t.
He says He j udges by what 's
on the ins ide - to Him, what
you think is far more impor­
tant than what you look like .
Let's see an example
of t his in the Bible.

God's prophet,
S amuel , was told

By Dexter H. Faulkner

on't Like t
aylLoo '

'I

"I have a self-cente red
prob lem, bu t it ' s a

problem neverth el ess .
"I have been told that I have

li ttl e se lf-con fide nce and a
poor self-image. I kn ow that I
should love t he body that God
has g iven me, bu t I don't know
h "ow .

T he wri ter o f this Ictter to
Youth 8 4 is not alone. Most
peo ple arcn ' t comp lete ly
happy wit h the way they
look .

Jokes that hurt

When d id it start? W as
it whe n the othe r kids in
e le mentary schoo l m ade
jokes about your nose,
how tall (or short) yo u
we re, your we ight or
your com plexion ? Maybe
yo u la ug hed a long with
the m , but dee p ins ide it
hurt. A nd it le ft a last ing. .
impression.

We always compare our­
se lves to th e "beau t ifu l
people ," the people who are
good-look ing and popula r.
If o n ly we looked like
th e m, we woul d have it
made . But we realize we
can' t look like th em , so we
might as well gi ve up - we' ll
never be accepted.

Wh y does everyone judge
looks so h ighly '! In adver tise­
ments , the models have "the
look," an unatta inable standard
for the majority of humanity.

Are looks reall y that irnpor-
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Way I Look
(Continued from page 28)

Others don't thi nk a bout wha t
yo u consid er you r physica l lim ita­
tions ncarly so often as you do.
Besides, t hey a re probabl y too
b usy worryin g t hat yo u w ill
notice their prob lems!

Don't t ry to be someone e lse .
Peop le will accept you more as
yo u accept yo u rself. When you
know you arc improving yoursel f
and you r person al it y, yo u will fee l
bette r abou t yo u.

By the way . . . since yo u kn ow
what it's like to be teased abou t
you r loo ks, be carefu l not to
offend others. W hy not , ins tead ,
make it a pract ice to compliment
others when they d ress nicely, fi x
the ir hair in a becom ing way and
w hen a s m ile lig h t s up t he ir
face?

What you see , , ,

The truth a bout beauty or good
looks is ~ what yo u sec is not
a lways what you get. T he trick is
in look ing for t he gold in other
people, and in d eve lopi ng some of
you r own. When yo u do th is , you
wi ll lea rn to like people for w hat
t hey a re, and people will like you
for what y o u arc.

He re are so me tips on how you
can become a beautiful pe rson all
the way t hrough .

• Be dependa b le . W he n you
promi se you ' ll do somet hing , do it
and do it r ight.

• Have a litt le se lf-co ntro l.
Don' t speak out of turn ; learn not
to get a ng ry qu ickly .

• S hare some of yo ur time and
ta lents wi t h less for tunate people .
Encouraging others is encourag­
ing to you .

• W ork a t be ing und erstand­
i ng . P ut yo u rs el f i n o t he r s'
shoes.

• Be fr iendly. " Love your ene­
m ies" ( Matt hew 5:44) .

• Te ll the t ru th , th e w hole
truth , and not hing bu t t he t ru th .
Try not to h urt fee lings when you
do it.

• Take time to show outward
concern for othe r peopl e.

Most of a ll, love God and seek
I l is hel p in eve ryth ing , 0

DOES GOD EXIST?
(Continued f rom page 4)

d o rel ate to yo u persona lly . For
ex ample, maybe yo u live on a
farm. The next time you see a calf
born , take t ime to t hink a bout
t hat. A few mont hs before, that
newborn was not eve n vis ible to
th e naked eye. Can that life have
come from nonli fe?

Maybe you have a telescope or
can look t hroug h one on a fi eld
tr ip to a planeta r iu m . As you look
into t he heavens ask you rsel f
q uestions abou t t he desig n of
what you're view ing . the order,
how it is sus taine d , the laws
governing the as t ral bodies, the
uniq uen ess o f planet earth. How
d id it a ll ha ppen?

Maybe you 'll have a chance to
travel in the world and view ruins
of places such as Babylo n, Ekron,
As h d od , As h ke lon o r Sido n .
Don't thi nk, " T hese arc inte rest­
ing ru ins ," and let it pass from
your mind. Consider the prophe­
c ies that were fu lfilled at these
places and real ize God has t he
ability to forete ll t he future and
make th ings corne to pass. W atch
how prophec ies are coming to
pass in today's news.

M aybe you' ll be studyi ng phys­
ics or ex perimenting in biology.
Don't approac h it merely as a
cl ass ass ig nme nt. Connec t those
phys ical laws you sec at work,
t hat caterpillar yo u see change
in to a beauti ful b utterfly, th ose
fro g s yo u d issect - a ll th e
experiments you do - w it h a
g reate r questio n. D id this j us t
ha ppen '? W as it acc identa l? Did
it j ust evo lve?

Maybc your inte re st lies in
co m p u te r s . T h ink a bo u t how
fasc inating these mac hines arc.
Bu t un d erstand as we ll that the
most comple x co mpute r is still
g reatly in fe r -io r to man's brain.
Tie that in with t he thought that
man has never been able to c reate
a ny t h ing th at is s u pe rio r to
himsel f. Then as k you rse lf if yo u
bel ieve that any power or force o f
less intel lige nce than yo u r m ind
produced you!

T hese arc just a few examples.
In othe r words, if you take ti me

to re all y look at life, you see t hose
proofs in act ion a rou nd you . T hey
become i i vi n g p r o o fs . G od
becomes more rea l in your under­
stand ing .

You ' ll fi nd that when G od is
more real to you . you'll draw
cl oser to H im in yo ur praye r,
you r Bible st udy, you r liste ning
to His W ord in c hurch and your
obse rvance of H is way of life ,

As I T hessalon ians 5: 2 1 says,
"Prove a ll thi ngs; ho ld fas t t hat
which is good" (A ut hor ized Ver­
s ion) . You can read a bou t the
proofs God ex ists, but go one step
beyond that. P rove t hem in you r
life , M ake them real t hrough t he
things you expe rience.

Whethe r you a re 13 o r 18, you
can prove God exis ts - and you
can prove it so d ee ply to yourself
that you will always ho ld fast to
t he bel ief and noth ing will ever
shake it. 0

ST RANGER
[Continued f rom page 10)

fam ily s ituation like this, it is
easy to make comparisons with a
d ivo rced o r de ceased pa re n t.
Respect each pare nt for the way
he or she is, and benefi t from the
unique att ributes of th is person.

Become friends, It is good that
we develop a friendshi p with our
parents, and we can do that and
s till maintain respect for the m.
But to make friends, we need to
be frie ndly ourselves.

A r e a l f r i e n d ca n b e of
im men se benefit. and a good
friend can eve n do more than
so meone who is a blood relat ive
( Prove rbs 18:24) .

Eve ry expe rience in life can be
a g row t h ex pe rie nc e for us .
Fami ly life will prov ide us wit h a
stable fou nd ation for the rest of
our lives .

Even if our lives have been
rocked by fami ly t ragedy, and a
new fa mily unit has been esta b­
lished, it too can be a sec ure and
happy have n for us in an ever­
chang ing soc iety.

If you 'd like to read more
about s tcpfum ilies , another article
a ppears in th e " Reade r By-Line"
sec tion, page 26 . 0
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