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Feast 86: ‘Uni

By Jeff E. Zhorne

PASADENA — *'The high
point of the Feast for many mem-
bers here was the opportunity to see
headquarters for the first time,”
Robin Webber, coordinator of the
Pasadena Feast site, said. “There
was just a desire to soak in as much
as they could.”

One thing that made the Pasadena
Feast site extra special was the
presence of Pastor General Joseph
W. Tkach, according to Mr. Webber.

“Mr. Tkach's involvement at
headquarters was deep, extensive
and personal.” one that “wove the
brethren together as tightly as
ever,” Mr. Webber added.

Mr. Tkach started the Pasadena
site in 1971 with 312 attending
“This year, 4,000 members from
every inhabited continent came to
Pasadena for the Feast.”

“But what the visitors to
Pasadena will probably remember
the most,” he said, “are all the
small, unexpected occasions with
Mr. Tkach — ralking with him
after services, laking pictures with
him, having him sign their Envay,
walking with him through the
campus or responding ‘Hag-
sameach’ [Hebrew for *Happy
Feast’] back to him as he greeted
the audience.”

Mr. Tkach wrote in the Nov. 4

astor General's Report: *I was

Mexican Trip

Pastor General Joseph
W. Tkach traveled to El
Paso, Tex,, and Juarez,
Montaerrey, Guadalajara,
Acapulco and Mexica City,
Mexico, Nov. 9 1o 16. Arti-
cles and photographs
aboul the trip will appear
in the Dec. 1 issue.

able to spend hours cach day just
meeling and fellowshipping with
God’s people after services right
here on the campus.

“1 think I probably met most ev-
eryone attending here. The pure joy
of being a part of the spiritual fam-
ilv God has called us tois immeasur-
ably rewarding."

Leading his first Feast of Taber-
nacles as pastor general, Mr. Tkach
addressed brethren worldwide by
satelliteon the first day of the Feast,
Oct. 18,

Early into his | p.m. address, the

FAMILY TIES — Clockwise from top laft Pastor General Joseph W.

Tkach at a senior citizen's banquet in Pasadena; a choir performs in
Malacca, Malaysia; flags form a2 backdrop in Gold Coast, Australia; a
YOU talent contest winner in Regina, Sask.: matching attire for Feastgo-

pastor general explained that the
family and the Feast are insepara-
ble

*“Does your family exemplify the
peace of God?™ he asked. “Expand
your family this Feast. Work on ex-
pressing yoursell. The Feast is a

{See FEAST B6, page 16}

PERSONAL FROM -

Dear brethren,

What an inspiring and
thrilling Feast of Taberna-
cles this has been!

Reports from our Festival
coordinators around the
world describe a wonderful
atmosphere of unity and
brotherhood among all God's
people at the various Feast
Sites,

Here in Pasadena | have never
witnessed a more enthusiastic,
family spirit, with all joyfully
worshiping God and looking for-
ward with one mind to the glori-

Shaspl Hhask

ous return of Jesus Christ. | had
a wonderful Feast. personally,
spending hours after services
each day meeting and fellowship-
ping with brethren from around
the world here to keep the Feast
in the beautiful seiting of the
physical headquarters of God's
Work.

God has called us to be a part
of His spiritual Family, that we
might be ramed together"
and grow into a “holy temple in
the Lord.™ We are joined to-
gether in Christ for a habitation
of God through the Holy Spirit

|See PERSONAL, page 10
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d love’

ers at Ibadan, Nigeria; Sammy Gatugu displays his YOU jacket in Naro
Moru, Kenya; center, a youth in Eugens, Ore., at a children’'s coloring
contest. [Photos by David Malcomson, Rob Verity, Robert Camp-
bell, Richard Schempp, Lip Siaw Ng, Greg S. Smith and Brooks Tish]

Communities comment on brethren

Feastgoers make impact at sites

By Mark McCulley

PASADENA —“We have never
had a nicer group to stay with us
Everyone was so friendly and the
children were so well-behaved. Our
entire staff enjoyed your members
and many of our employees have
asked me il you'll be returning,”
said the director of sales of the Hol-
iday Inn at Carter Plaza in Chat-
tanooga, Tenn.

Mark McCulley is Festival
planning coordinator.

Similar comments are being re-
ceived in the Church's offices from
public officials and business people
at many of the 93 sites where
Church members observed the
Feast of Tabernacles this year. The
exemplary actions of Church mem-
bers and their families are being
cited time and time again in letters
praising the Church

“Even though we send out news

releases and have meetings at each
site to tell the communities what to
expect, the message doesn’t really
sink in until they see our peaple in
action,” commented evangelist
Larry Salyer, director of Church
Administration.

“Particularly at new Festival
sites the impression left by Church
members can be a major factor in
determining how welcome the
Church will be in those communi-
ties in future years. From the re-
ports I've heard, the members of
God’s Church should be compli-
mented on their outstanding behav-
ior

A city official commented: I
continue to be impressed with the
high degree of organization associ-
ated with the Feast of Tabernacles.
I hope we will have an opportunity
to work with you again in the fu-
ture.”

A sampling of comments {rom
other sources includes the follow-

ing: “We have never hosted a group
so pleasant™; “We certainly hope
you'll come back next year™; and
“They were a most congenial and
delightful group of people.”

By the actions of members at Fes-
tival sites around the world, the
Church has gained a reputation for
being organized and efficient, and
for having friendly, courteous
members.

“The credit falls largely on those
in the Church who have made an ef-
fort to be “the light of the world,” ™
Mr. Salyer continued.

“By doing so, we are backing up
Mr. [Joseph W.] Tkach and the
spiritual Head of the Church, Jesus
Christ, in preaching the Gospel by
our example. A hearty ‘thank-you’
goes 1o all those who participated.™

A comment from a city official
underscored this point: “The
Worldwide Church of God does not
need to be a proselytizing body.”
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1986 Festival: Memories are made of this

Just as it is when you attend your
first Sabbath services after the
Feast, the first few days after our re-
turn to Pasadena, Editorial Services
hums with the exchange of Festival
experiences, anecdotes and lessons
learned.

The staff travels far and wide at
Feast time, gathering material and
experience to better serve the
Church’s publications. Twenty-
eight Feast sites in 12 countries
were attended by Editorial staff
members this year. Let me share
some of those experiences with you.

My wile, Shirley, and 1 enjoyed
the generosity of the Alaskan
brethren the first part of the Feast
and beantiful, peaceful Victoria,
B.C.; the last half,

Just to remind us that even
though it was the Feast and not yet
God’s world, within three days a
suicide, a bank robbery and aterror-
ist attack on the Anchorage, Alaska,
newspaper happened within a
square-block radius of the site of the
Feast,

The terrorist, armed with semi-
automatic weapons and smoke
bombs, was unhappy because the
newspaper hadn’t printed his
grievances against government offi-
cials, With smoke billowing out of
the windows, the police and fire
sirens screaming outside, the man
was finally subdued by the editor
and his daughter.

It shows you shouldn't mess
around with editors, huh!

For my 29 years in God’s Church
I've been exhorted to grow and
overcome. Mr. Armstrong always
used the analogy of the Christian
life being like a fish going upstream,
struggling against the elements.

This year in Victoria, for the first
time we saw the salmon making
their annual run, It was so encour-
aging to see firsthand this inspiring
physical phenomenon of God's cre-
ation,

Also in Victoria, Richard A.
Sedliacik, who works with the Cor-
respondence Course, appreciated
the hospitality of a new b
from the Philippines and two of her
children who are living in Canada.

“It was not your typical dinner in
a restaurant, but rather took place
in their hotel room! We enjoyed
roast chicken, baked potatoes, broc-
cali, carrots and Chinese rice, which
they had carefully prepared.

“But what was most enjoyable
was getting to know one another and
learning about how much we as
families in God’s Church have in
common, regardless of where weare
from!"™ Mr. Sedliacik said.

Mike Hale, art director of Yourh
86, said a minister in Vail, Colo.,
mentioned a sign seen in the moth-
ers room there: “Behold I show you
a mystery. We shall not all sleep,
but we shall be changed!™

In Corpus Christi, Tex., Sheila
Graham, WN senior editor, said
a waitress at the Hershey Hotel
became attached to Mrs. Graham's
mother and was impressed because
from great-grandparents to great-
grandchildren, all were there to-
gether enjoying the Feast.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Graham's
mothers were at the Feast there
with about 30 family members.

“Sui Ching — the waitress —
had only been in the United States
for about four years, and had left

some of her family behind in Hong
Kong," said Mrs. Graham. “When
she found that the Church brethren
wouldn’t be back until next year,
shesaid, "Oh, please, you must come
back sooner, and stay longer." "
Ron Grove, WN graphics editor,
said that in Tucson, Ariz., “on the
Last Great Day as Mr. Burk Mec-
Nair was asking us to put our hearts
into our offerings, my 8-year-old
nephew tapped me on the arm and
pointing to his chest said, ‘I don't

asked: “Could you tell me how late
the band will be playing? I'm hav-
ing trouble sleeping.” The man
replied: “Could you speak up? The
band is playing too loudly. 1 can't
hear you."

One of our Ambassador College
student employees, Arlene Dion,
told of four men at the Mount
Pocono, Pa., site who were host to
*“a fabulous evening of feasting and
fellowship. The men reserved a
quaint little restaurant in downtown

)

By Dexter H. Faulkner

‘want to put my heart into the offer-
ing,”"™
Mr. Grove also said Keith
Walden, pastor of the Midland,
Tex., and Hobbs, N.M., churches,
made his point about upgrading our
lives when after he asked for a show
of hands of those who had not ever
had an expensive bottle of wine,
gave a woman who had raised her
hand an expensive bottle of wine,
“Then he said every man should
have a red silk tie, and asked how
many did not own one. Again, he
chose a man to come up and gave
him a red silk tie. By this time he
had our attention,” said Mr. Grove.
Bill Wilson, art director for the
Correspondence Course, said the
nicest thing to happen to him at the
Feast at St, Petersburg, Fla., was
getting to know some Florida na-
tives from the Orlando and Port St
Lucie churches.

“It’s one thing to meet peaple al
the Feast. It's another to really grow
to know someone that you never
knew befare. This kind of brotherly
contact really does promote family
unity within God's Church,” said
Mr. Wilson.

Maria Stahl, News Bureau secre-
tary, said Philip Gray, assistant pas-
tor of the London and Basildon,
England, churches, asked for short
essays and poems from the YOU at
the Paignton, England, Festival site
about why they wanted to come
back for next year’s Feast.

Mrs. Stahl said one of the win-
ning poems by Gordon Wilson from
St. Albans, England, gave as “one
reason he'll be back for next year’s
Feast is scones with strawberry
jam!™

Our Photo Services manager,
Greg S. Smith, said Naro Moro
River Lodge in Kenya wag not only
the site of the Feast, but of afeast. It
began when Mr. Smith accompa-

Stroudsburg and then invited ap-
proximately 60 people to join them
for dinner.

“Genuine warmth met everyone
at the door,"” said Miss Dion, “as old
acquaintances and literal strangers
became bonded together in new
Family friendships.”

Dan Taylor, one of my assistants,
met Wiktor Przybyla, our first
member from Poland, at the Bonn-
dorf, West Germany, Festival site.
“Mr. Przybyla is an engaging man

and is learning English with a dic-
tiomary and by reading Mystery of
the Ages in English and listening to
it on cassetle tapes provided by a
member in Pasadena,” Mr. Taylor
said.

My secretary, Eileen Wendling,
on the Last Great Day in Corpus
Christi, was looking for some extra
money 1o put into the offering when
she remembered noticing earlier
that a girl about 4 years old was sit-
ting behind her.

*“I turned around and handed her
the money and told her she could
place it in the offering basket. All
excited, she held the money above
her head, showing everyone around
her what she had to give. Later, 1
feit a tap on my shoulder, and the
little girl gave me a gift — a hall’
piece of gum!™

At the Feast in Brighton, En-
gland, Pirog, one of our
editorial assistants, said singles
were encouraged to volunteer one
afternoon to help with a children’s
trip to Drusilla’s Zoo and Adven-
ture Playground. -

Miss Pirog said this allowed the
singles to experience the family at-
mosphere of the Feast firsthand.
*What made it extra special for me
was that | was able to spend the af-
ternoon with my two nephews,
which created wonderful Feast
memories.”

Ta wrap this up, Clayton Steep,
Plain Truth senior writer, has this
antidote for post-Feast blues.

“As | was hauling luggage from
the motel room to the car the morn-
ing after the Feast, | saw a man in
the parking lot lost in thought.
When I wished him good morning,
he langhingly commented that he
was suffering ‘post-Feast blues.'

“We exchanged first names and
then he said to me, still practically a
total stranger, if 1 was passing
through his city on my journey
home, | was welcome in his home!
Thus, perhaps withoul even realiz-
ing it, he used one of the most effec-
tive measures possible to defeat
post-Feast blues, He immediately
got involved serving and helping
other brethren,” Mr. Steep said.

If you have a Festival memory
you would like to share, please write
it briefly in a paragraph or two and
send it to Festival Memories, The
Worldwide News, Box 111,
Pasadena, Calif., 91129,

‘Worldwatch’

To make room for our in-
depth coverage of the
Feast, "Worldwatch' does
not appear in this issue,
The column will be back
next issue when Gene
Hogberg takes a behind-
the-scenes look at what
could be a major step to-
ward European unity.

By John Ross Schroeder g

e |

Ministry of reconciliaEion:
converting the billions

HONG KONG — En route
from Britain to the People’s Repub-
lic of China.

The time: Just before the Feast of
Tabernacles.

‘The subject: How God will teach
His way to the one billion human
beings on the Chinese mainland —
not to mention the other billions of
people around the world who have
not been taught His way of life.

1o us the ministry of reconciliation™
(same verse).

The Church, therefore, is in the
business of reconciliation, of show-
ing people God’s way of life. Not ev-
eryone is being taught now. But still
we are to point people back to God,
to show them the right path.

God is the true author of this pro-
cedure: “God was in Christ, recon-
ciling the world unto himself, not

John Ross Schroeder wrote
this edition of “European Di-
ary* while in Hong Kong on the
way 1o China far the Feast of
Tabernacles.

One day, this whole world will be
reconciled to God and instructed in
His way. But how will this be done?

The apostle Paul’s second letter
to the Corinthian brethren ad-
dresses this subject of reconcilia-
tion. His first letter to these same
Corinthian brethren reflected a
strong rebuke. The church at
Corinth had been full of spiritual
problems.

But II Corinthians clearly shows
that many took the correction.
Much of this epistle speaks of for-

i and

And

nied ber Geoffrey Mukindia to g 2
his mud-and-thatch home to round  though it too contains some points
up his fatted goat, of correction, the weight of the let-

By the next afternoon, Mr. Smith
said, “with majestic Mt. Kenya
serving as a breathtaking backdrop,
the barbecued entree was served
with roasted maize and river-cooled
drinks for a truly fabulous feast,”

Tom Hanson, WV managing edi-
tor, said that in the hotel he stayed
at during the Feast in Ahungalla,
Sri Lanka, he couldn't sleep be-
cause the band in the hotel bar was
playing too loudly. Mr. Hanson was
trying to sleep in his room, not the
hotel bar, by the way.

He called the front desk and

ter is one of reconciliation.

Paul tells the brethren there,
“And all things are of God, who
hath reconciled us to himself by Je-
sus Christ” (I1 Corinthians 5:18).
The blood of Christ has washed
away the sins of repentant trans-
gressors. They then become true
followers of Christ.

The Church’s job
But God doesn't stop there. He
has given this reconciled Church —
as a body — something to do. Paul
continues, “And [God] hath given

puting their tresy to them™
(verse 19). Remember that God
calls those things that be not as
though they were (Romans 4:17).
Eventually — and this is what the
Feast of Tabernacles and Last
Great Day picture — God will rec-
oncile the whole world to Himself.

But He wants our help. He wants
to use us in His service. Paul then
repeats the Church’s commission:
*And has committed to us the word
of reconciliation” (New King
James, verse 19, last part).

How the ministry of reconciliation?

Each verse of this section of
Seripture expounds this matter of
reconciliation and our part in it alit-
tle more. Verse 20: “Therefore we
are ambassadors for Christ, as
though God were pleading through
us: we implore you on Christ’s be-
hall, be reconciled to God™ (NKJ).

The principles Paul gives here ap-
ply to our modern world today, We,
too, s a body, are conducting a min-
istry of reconciliation. But how? By
unlawful interference in the affairs
of another nation? By sending mis-
sionaries Lo propagate the word? By
making ourselves obnoxious?

No, Paul tells s “we are ambas-
sadors for Christ.” The office of
ambassador automatically restriets
our behavior. We are to observe the
laws of that nation. Our behavior is
to be immaculate. Otherwise God
will hold us accountable.

But then how are we going to get
the Gospel to the whole world — to
every important nation on earth?
The key is we take our cues from
God. We look to our Creator for di-
rection. Remember “God was in
Christ reconciling the world unto
himself.” Ultimately it is His re-
sponsibility. He will show His
Church what 1o do!

Our own spirifual condition

Return to the last part of verse
20. Paul even tells converted
Corinthian brethren, “Be recon-
ciled to God.” Reconciliation is a
process. As we become more in tune
with God's will ourselves, we are
that much better able to conduct the
ministry of reconciliation — to
preach the Gospel around the
world.
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Worldwide family in unity

“The family and the Feast of Taber 1
General Joseph W. Tkach said on the first Holy Day. For eight days 137,205

are i

parable,” Pastor

members of God's Family gathered to observe the Feast of Tabernacles at 93 sites.
In the next eight pages, The Worldwide News presents an in-depth
look at the Feast — God's worldwide family reunion.

TUCSON, ARIZ

Photo by Charles Felabusn CORPUS CHRISTI, TEX.

Members meet at 22 U.S. sites

PASADENA — In the United
States nearly 90,000 members ob-
served the Feast of Tabernacles at
22 “diverse and beautiful sites,
ranging from Anchorage, Alaska,
with 504 in attendance, to Pen-
sacola, Fla., with 7,703, said evan-
gelist Larry Salyer, director of
Church Administration.

“Guest speakers were sent to
each of these sites from Pasadena,
and they report tremendous enthu-
siasm among the brethren and very
vocal support for Mr. [Joseph]
Tkach's leadership,” Mr. Salyer
continued

Lyle Welty, coordinator in
Saratoga Springs, N.Y ., said: “Peo-
ple seemed hungry for instruction.
As soon as they heard it, they ap-
plied it."

‘Millennial-type weather'

Across the United States, God
blessed members with exceptional
autumn weather during the Feast.
Norfolk, Va., Feast coordinator
Robert C. Jones described it as
“‘gorgeous, millennial-type
weather.”

At the Saratoga Springs site, a
SOEgY summer gave way (o sensa-
tional, sunny weather for the Feast.
*“Locals didn't stop commenting on
how unusual the weather was dur-
ing the Feast,” said Mr. Welty.

God blessed the 2,616 members
at the Spokane, Wash., Feast site
with “the best weather ever for a
Feast in Spokane,” according to
Feast coordinator David Treybig.
Clear, sunny skies with cool autumn
temperatures filled the entire Feast.

Beautiful, pleasant autumn
weather welcomed 3,745 brethren
to Tulsa, Okla., where the Feast was
conducted for the first time.

On the third day of the Feast in
Vail, Colo., members were treated
to a foot of snow that trned Vail
into a winter wonderland. Members
enjoyed an afternoon skiing at Key-
stone ski area.

Cities take notice

Around the United States, com-
munities welcomed God's peaple to
their towns.

Steven D. Moody, coordinator of
the Biloxi, Miss., Feast site, said
God has shown members great fa-
vor in the eyes of Biloxi citizens.
“The management of motels and
restaurants alike more than ever be-
fore went out of their way to show
appreciation for our people. Several
restaurants gave out free meals
Motels gave letters of app

to each member, Maids gave post-
cards saying how enjoyable it was to
have us.”

C ity leaders in Wi i
Dells, Wis., presented the Church
with a bronze plague commemorat-
ing the 15th year the Feast has
taken place in the town. Michael
Feazell, ane of Mr. Tkach’s per-
sonal assistants and guest speaker at
the site, received the plague on be-
half of Mr. Tkach.

According to Joel Lillengreen,
‘Wisconsin Dells Feast coordinator:
“As in years past, the local people of
Wisconsin Dells received the
Church members very well and ex-
pressed their positive desire to see
us again next year for Festival "§7.
A number of reports from local
merchants reflected their apprecia-
tion for the honesty and the per-
sonal conduct of both the members
and teenagers from the Church.”

Biloxi site. Guide services were also
provided for blind members.
Sighted members volunteered to
help with laundry, shopping and
providing escorts to services.

At the Norfolk site a Bible study
was given especially for members
who are deaf, and a team of volun-
teers helped disabled brethren from
the parking lot into services.

At the Pensacola site preteens
stationed themselves at the front en-
trance of the Pensacola Civie Cen-
ter to open doors for the elderly and
disabled. Members who had diffi-
culty walking were met at their au-
tomobiles with wheelchairs. Sign
language interpretation was pro-
vided for performances of the Festi-
val choir.

Members at the Wisconsin Dells
site provided transportation for
blind brethren to stores and area at-
tractions.

Special members, special needs God's protection
Specialefforts were made at many God answered prayers and pro-
auas to ammmodatc the needs of  vided miraculous protection for
bers. A ion for bers on many i

blind members and guides took
place Sunday after services at the

during
the Feast. On the first Holy Day,
Betty Bowers, a member in the Big

Young people let lights shine

PASADENA — About 15,000
Church youths at Feast sites around
the world served brethren and at-
tended organized activities during
the Feast, according to the Youth
Opportunities United (YOU) of-
fice in Church Administration,

Many sites had a youth day, with
sermans, special service opportuni-
ties and organized activities tailored
for Church youths.

“Youth day activities were &
great success, with many families in
attendance with the young people,”
said evangelist Larry Salyer, direc-
tor of Church Administration.

“Youth day was designated sev-
cral years ago to emphasize the im-
portance of youths to God's overall
plan,” Mr. Salyer added.

In Dayton, Ohio, about 250
youths attended 2n outing at Ad-
ventureland Golf, a miniature golf
facility.

Ray Meyer, Festival coordinator
for Dayton, said a member reported
that the co-owner told him it was a
pleasure to have the group at the fa-
cility.

“He commented on the respect

they showed for their elders and

each other, He [said] he could not
imagine what would happen with
any other group as large as ours.

“It sounds as if our YOU has
been a fine commercial for the Day-
ton area,” said the member,

About 900 youths and parents in
Wisconsin Dells, Wis., attended a
banquet. Church youths provided
entertainment and spoke on the
topic “Lessons and Values Learned
From the Life and Ministry of Mr.
[Herbert] Armstrong.”

William Rabey, coordinator for
the Victoria, B.C., Feast site, said
youth day was “very suceessful.”

“Virtually all teens served as ush-
ers, helped in the mothers room,
sang in the chorale or performed in
an excellent talent contest that af-
terncon and evening,” he said,

In Pensacola, Fla, preteens sta-
tioned themselves at entrance doors
1o help the elderly and handicapped
brethren, according to Don Water-
house, Festival coordinator.

About 50 youths served 550 se-
niors at a banquet in St, Petersburg,
Fla. Teens and preteens in Baguio
City, Philippines, entertained
brethren at a seniors social,

Photo by Shella Granam ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

Sandy congregation, went into
labor. After 17 hours of labor, her
doctor began making preparations

Photo by Mathan Faulkner

formation booth that they had to
turn donors away after only three
o 5 the > ]

for a cesarean section.

The member was anointed and
her condition was announced to
those attending the Feast on the Big
Sandy Ambassador College cam-
pus. Within minutes, she began
making progress and soon gave
birth naturally to a 6 pound 12
ounce son, Kevin Gregory. Her hus-
band’s name is Greg.

According to Mr. Jones, the co-
ordinator in Norfolk, God pro-
tected a family from the Roanoke,
Va., congregation from tragedy
during the Feast. On their way to
services the family was stopped in
traffic on the freeway when another
driver came up from behind them at
a high speed

At the last minute, the car
swerved out of the family’s lane, hit
two cars in the lane next to them,
passed their car and swerved back
into their lane and hit two cars in
front of them. God completely
shielded the family's car.

According to Steve Buchanan,
Feast coordinator in Rapid City,
5.D., one member could not come
1o the of of the Feast b

more than they necded,” said Feast
coordinator Lawrence D. Nell.

Seniors luncheon

A highlight of the Feast for many
senior members of the Church was
the senior citizens luncheon. In
Chattanooga many seniors com-
mented that the luncheon, prepared
by a gold medal chel, was the finest
meal they had ever had.

Seniors at the Norfolk site were
addressed by World Tomorrow
speaker David Albert. Althea
Jones, of Richmond, Va., was hon-
ored as the oldest member in atten-
dance. She turned 99 Nov. 2.

At the Vail senior citizens lun-
cheon, the Denver, Colo., congrega-
tion's Tyrolean Singers and
Dancers performed a 30-minute
production taken from The Sound
af Music.

What parking problem?
Parking problems have some-
times been legendary at certain
sites. Sometimes, they're legendary
for their shsem:l:.

she suffered a stroke a few days be-
fore the Feast. But after she was
anointed, her doctors released her
from the hospital because they were
unable to find any symptoms of a
stroke. She then went to the Feast.

Mr. Buchanan also said, “There
were far fewer anointings during
the Feast, and fewer health prob-
lems reported from the first aid sta-
tion, indicating better preparation
by God's people to prevent sick-
ness."” He added that “members
were better prepared financially as

A | parking problem at
lh:‘l"wsoo Ariz. su:mporawd in
the face of superb cooperation, ac-
cording to Feast coordinator Carl
McNair. "Everyone cooperated
beautifully and solved our parking
difficulty,” he said.

Mr. Treybig, coordinator of the
Spokane site, said the parking crew
there noted that the parking lots
didn’t empty very quickly after ser-
vices — mainly because members
didn't want to leave. “‘People
seemed 1o be fellowshipping longer
and getting into the spirit of one
family,” Mr. Treybig said.

well — there were no requests for
loans or second tithe at
the site.™

Bonds of mnity

Helping tighten the bonds of
family unity within the Church,
many members performed acts of
love to help make the Feast more
special for their brethren,

Before the Feast, members in the
Chattanooga area spent several days
clearing an undeveloped five-acre
Iot so0 it could be used to park cars
for the Feast. Savings to :

in parking fees was about $8,000.

Members from Norfolk prepared
gifts for first-time Feastgoers. The
congregation also purchased fresh
fruit to give to members at the fam-
ily day activity.

When a member at the Feast in
Sacramento, Calif., had her purse
stolen, “she was ¢ d by

Anchorage, Alaska 504
Big Sandy 5,168
Biloxi, Miss. 3,478
Chattanooga, Tenn. 4,477
Corpus Christl, Tex. 4,835
Dayton, Ohio 4,437
Eugene, Ore. 2,580
Jekyll Island, Ga. 2,817
Lihue, Hawaii 1,398
Mount Pocono, Pa. 4,790
Nortolk, Va. 5,209
Pasadena 4,000

Fia. 1.703
Flapic! City, S.D. 2,457
Sacramento, Calil, 3513
St. Patersburg, Fla. 8,262
Saratoga Springs, N.Y. 2,030
Spokana, Wash. 2818
Tucson, Ariz. 8,159
Tulsa, Okla. 3,745
Vail, Colo. 2,165
Wi in Dells, Wis. 5,281

such generous donations at the in-




4 The WORLDWIDE NEWS

i CHINA*COLOMBIA*COS

Monday, Nov. 17, 1986

AKIA*DENM

IJIsGHANA=GUADELOUPE

i

g S

pap—

T

ik

SAMEER 7 Mt i D

i et i

Bt s

LS

s e L iR TG

(o e

I i gl e

Warmth prevails at Canadian sites

VANCOUVER, B.C
than 12,000 brethren met in five
English-speaking Canadian sites
from Victoria, B.C., 10 Charlotie-
town, P.E.1. according w George
Patrickson, executive assistant (o
Colin Adair, Canadian regional di-
rector

Festival coordinators said that «
spirit of unity and cooperation
among the brethren kept things
running smoothly

Brethren expressed appreciation
for the messages from Pastor Gen-
cral Joseph W. Tkach, noting his
enthusiasm during the messages.

More

“His message on unity, love and
concern [or each other set the tone
for the Feast,™ Mr, Patrickson said

The Behind the Work film, a
high point at each site. gave
brethren the chance to see Mr
Tkach at work around the world, he
noted

Evangelist Herman Hoch, Plain
Truth editor, spoke at the Pentic-
tion and Victoria, B.C., sites. He ad-
dressed the senior citizens in Pen-
tiction as well as the ministers al
both sites.

Lynn Torrance, Big Sandy Am-
bassador College registrar, spoke in

Five French sites promote
growth, family atmosphere

PASADENA — “For the 20th
vear, French-speaking Europeans
were able 1o attend together at one
site,” said cvangelist Dibar
Apariian, regional director.

“All were within walking dis-
tance to services,” Mr. Apartian
continued, “We had 4 most beauti-
ful Feast, a family atmosphere com-
prised of French, Swiss, Belgian,
African and American brethren.

During the Feast in Belgium,
members celebrated the 20th an-
niversary of the Paris, France,
church. Samuel Kneller, Paris pas-
tor, provided brochures filled with
historical pictures and facts of the
church’s past

Mr. Apartian reported that all
five French-speaking sites received
Pastor General Joseph W, Tkach's
first-day message on videotape,
which was simultancously trans-
lated. The other messages and Fes-
tival films were dubbed in French

Halfway through the Feast, Mr.
Apartian and his wife, Shirley, flew
to La Malbaie, Que., where
brethren met in a luxury hotel.
“Again a family atmosphere pre-
vailed,” said the regional director

Sing-alongs around a fireplace
were conducted in the evenings
One member lost his wallet contain-
ing all of his second tithe, but the
wallet was found and returned.

“In Juemel, Haiti, we sent four
students from Ambassador College
and a couple of puest speakers who
gave wonderful sermons,” the re-

LA MALBAIE, QUE.

gional director said. *This was the
first time for some of the brethren
to be in such an clegant atmo-
sphere.™

“In 5t Francois, Guadeloupe, we
have been keeping the Feast at the
same location for the past five years,
and it’s a little village where we can
all be together,” said Mr. Apartian,
“It's a typical family atmosphere.”
iilbert Carbonnel, site coordina-
tor, reported, “During the Feast,
links have been tigh d between

Charlottetown und Niagara Falls,
N.Y

An exceptional spirit of love,
warmth and unity prevailed in
Charlottetown, according to Jack
Kost, Festival coordinator and pas-
tor of the Sydney, Digby and Hali-
fax, N.S., churches.

Mr. Kost said that during the
Feast a woman member found
$35,000 left in a mall washroom by a
blind person. She turned the money
over 1o mall security personnel, who
were astonished at her honesty.

She shunned publicity and said
that there were 1,200 others attend-
ing the convention who would have
done the same thing.

In Charlottetown, Linda
Churchill, a member from New-
foundland, was struck by a car and
died from head injuries. Mrs.
Churchill, 34, was baptized Aug. 16
and was attending her lirst Feast.
She is survived by her husband,
Randy (a nonmember), and their
children, Daniel, 7, and Sean, 5.

In Penticton striking civic work-
ers picketed outside the nonunion
hall used for services as a means of
attracting attention to their ongoing
dispute with city hall. Toward the
end of the Feast, the strikers apolo-
gized for picketing, according to
Mr. Patrickson.

Anthony Wasilkofl, coordinator
for Penticton and pastor of the
Penticton and Kelowna, B.C.,

parents and children, who wanted
the Feast to continue.” Youths
served during meals and helped
mothers and the elderly

After the Feast Mr. Apartian
conducted a Pure Verite (French
Plain Truth) Bible lecture in Que-
bec City, Que., Oct. 27.

“We only have a few thousand
subscribers there, but there were 76
new people in the audience,” he
said,

“The churches in the French-
speaking areas are growing and
loyal — first to God and then to
each other,” Mr. Apartian said
“You can see signs of that growth
and fruit being born. The brethren
understand that Christ is really the
Head of the Church.”

Hengalhosl, Belgium 1,265
Jacmal, Haiti 58
La Malbaie, Qus 1077
5L Francois. Guadeloupe 288
Tartane. Martinique a5

Photo by Jeif Patton

hurches, said that the visit by Dr.
Hoeh and his wife, Isabell, was a
high point for brethren.

A family atmosphere was pro-
moted by the brethren, according 1o
Mr, Wasilkoff. He said that a cou-
ple who are grandparents acted as
grandparents for a day for a family
with five children, so the parents
could have an afternoon to them-
selves,

“To quote the father of the five
children, “What an inspiring exam-
ple to us and our children of God's
family in action,” " said Mr.
WasilkofT.

A mysterious “*Mr. Hunter” was
known to make reservations at one
of the finest restaurants in Pentic-
ton for groups of six to 12 people,
sccording to Mr. WasilkefT, He
then dispatched two Church youths
1o search out widows and elderly at
the Festival site. The individuals
would be picked up by taxi for the
restaurant and returned after the
meal,

Upon arrival the women had cor-
sages awaiting them on their plates.
They could order anything on the
menu, and the bill was paid. Many

Feastgoers express appreciation

PASADENA — Brethren from
around the world shared experi-
ences and expressed appreciation
for the messages, activities, service
and meaning of the Feast of Taber-
nacles in comments received here.

It was the first Feast for many
brethren. Here is a sampling of
their comments.

“It has been nn experience far
more wonderful than | ex-
pected | pray that this first
Feast was just the beginning of
many, many more lo come,” said a
member at the Vail, Colo., site.

*This is my first F and my
nonmember wife really enjoyed
herself at all the activities,” said a
member from Kalispell, Mont,

“1t was perfect. | felt so at peace
and surrounded by people of
God | hope 1 will never miss an-
other s Tong s | live, it was so up-
lifting,” said & Feastgoer at the
Sacramento, Calif,, site,

Members noted the unity and
harmony at each site.

“Every year | am able to see

REGINA, SASK.

of these people had not met each
other before the dinner

Tt was a high point of the Feast as
they went home with new friends
and happy memories. The identity
of Mr. Hunter from Alberta is
known only to a few,

*“*Many farmers from rain-
stricken parts of Alberta came to
the Feast leaving their grain crops
out in the field,” Mr. WasilkofT
said. One larmer from central Al-
berta returned to harvest 1,200
acres of crop that he was unable 1o
reap before the Feast.

Some members are predicting a
loss from rot and poor commodity
prices. However, these members re-
main positive, according to Mr.
Admir.

“It was noted by ushers that the
children were quicter and more
well-behaved than in previous years
— a tribute to the parents and chil-
dren,” Mr. Wasilkoff said

Glen Weber, coordinator of the
Regina, Sask., site and Regina pas-
tor, encouraged senior citizens in a
sermon 1o share their maturity and
odd balance by attending activities.
Many more attended family day
and the YOU talent contest.

“It was a welcome sight to see so

God's Family growing closer to-
gether . . God's fruits of Galatians
5:22-23 are becoming so much
brighter as that light on the hill that
cannot be hid.” said a member at
the Eugene, Ore., site.

“This is my 20th Feast and it far
surpasses all others .. 1 have met
many with severe trials and yet they
are here really rejoicing,” said a
Feastgoer in Spokane, Wash. “It 15
so true that the more we do come
and really learn to fear our great
God, the more we are at one with
Him and with one another.”

“There certainly is a spirit of
peace and love prevailing,” said
William Lee, 2 member at the St.
Peter Port, Guernsey, Channel Is-
lands, site.

Brethren cited Pastor General
Joseph W. Thach's messages, the
Behind the Work film, sermons and
special music as inspirational

*“1 and all the rest appreciate very
much [the] messages, most espe-
cially . . .on the Last Great Day,”
said Elizabeth Sy, a member at the

Photo by Richard Schempp
many seniors mixing with the
crowd,” Mr. Weber s

Mr. Weber said that Mary
O'Hara, singer and harpist, who
was in lown for a performance, per-
formed for | 5 minutes at the end of
the YOU talent contest.

In Niagara Falls sunny weather
prevailed for most of the Feast
amidst the rainiest recorded fall in
Omntario.

“Many businesses commented on
how they notice we always bring
good weather,” said Neil Earle,
Festival coordinator and pastor of
the Toronto East and West and
Brampton, Ont., churches.

All the Feast sites were blessed
with fine weather, accarding to Mr.
Patrickson. "Regina, Sask., experi-
enced exceptionally nice weather,
soaking up eight days of sunshine.
This was a pleasant contrast Lo the
last two years, which have seen
Regina receive a blanket of snow
during the Feast,” he said.

Chariottetown, P.E.L 1,185
Niagara Falls, N.Y 5,590
Panticton, B.C 2,259
Regina, Sask 1.830
Victoria, B.C 1,413

Bagiuo, Philippines, site.

“Truly it looks like God is using
|Mr. Tkach] powerfully in unifying
the entire Church throughout the
world,” said Ralph Roach, a mem-
ber at the Lonauli, India, site

Feastgoers also expressed appre-
ciation for family day activities and
for members who served at the ac-
tivities

“One of the highlights here was
family day. How wonderful it was to
bring my family and (o sce the many
other familics participating in the
many sctivities,” said a member at
the Corpus Christi, Tex., site

Some wished that the Feast
would last more than cight days.

“1am looking forward 1o the time
I'don’t have to return home after the
Feast — the happy lile with every-
one happy and enjoying life with
God,"” said a member in Eugene.

“It didn"t last long enough,” said
one Feastgoer in Spokane, “but
Giod in His wisdom knew we would
cherish it more because it was so

short.™
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British sites feature unity, peace

BOREHAMWOOD, England
— The English-language Feasts in
Europe went extremely well, re-
ported Paul Suckling, director of
Church Administration here. “At-
titudes of cooperation and unity
were evident everywhere. The
brethren really took to heart Mr.
[Joseph W.] Tkach's admonition.™

For the first time as regional di-
rector, evangelist Frank Brown was
a guest speaker in Australia. The
British Office also coordinated
Feast sites in Ireland, Denmark and
East and West Africa.

Europe
Evangelist Gerald Waterhouse
and Steven Botha, pastor of the
Manhattan and Westchester, N.Y.,
churches, were guest speakers in

the United Kingdom.
Members at the Brighton, En-
gland, site attended three “magnifi-
cent, never-to-be-forgotten™ ban-

quets in the King's Banqueting
Room of the Royal Pavilion Estate,
according to John Meakin,
Brighton coordinator,

“The poor weather encouraged
our brethren to participate even
mare fully in planned activities, es-
pecially the lunches we had pro-
vided each day,” Mr. Meakin said.

In Bredsten, Denmark, the an-
nual Scandinavian Spokesman Club
ladies night took place, reported Pe-
ter Shenton, site coordinator. It is
the only meeting during the vear, he
said, with men giving speeches in
English (English is not their first
language).

Parallel with the ministerial
speaking schedule was a schedule of
interpreters who interpreted ser-
vices into one of the Scandinavian
languages, “As a result of Den En-
kle Sannhet, there is a growing
number of members who speak no
English at all," he said.

“We have a standing joke at the
Feast about an incurable disease
that the ministry do not ancint for,”
Mr. Shenton added. “It is called
Agape Scandinavium [Scandina-
vian love], which spread this year
through the entire Festival.”

A woman from the Manchester,
England, church who was unable to
attend the Feast in Dunoon, Scot-
land, received more than 100 cards
and bunches of flowers from Feast-
goers, said site coordinator David
Sileox.

Anthony Goudie, coordinator of
the Kenmare, Irish Republic, site,
noting the examples set by the
brethren there, reported, “Love and
concern did not need to be orga-
nized on a church basis.”

The Beverley Park caravan site,
used by half the members in Paign-
ton, England, was bracing to wel-
come 2,000 children for an interna-
tional competition after the Feast,

“C ing on the difference

German areas experience

‘love like in a close family’

BONN, West Germany — “The
spiritual food was of very high qual-
ity, and also from a physical view-
point, the Fall Festival .. . was re-
ally the best ever.

“There was a definite feeling of
warmth and love like that experi-
enced in a close family,” said Frank
Schmee, director of the German Of-
fice, about the Feast sites in Bonn-
dorf, West Germany, and Brno,
Czechoslovakia,

More than 1,300 German-speak-
ing brethren and visitors attended
the sites.

Taped messages from Pastor
General Joseph W. Tkach, which
allowed brethren to become better
acquainted with him, were high-
points at both sites, according to
Mr. Schnee.

Mr. Schnee spoke in Bonndor{
and Brno. David Wainwright, a
Pasadena Ambassador Caollege pro-
fessor, also spoke at both Festival lo-
cations.

Nine hundred ninety-six Feast-
goers in Bonndorf, including more
than 300 overseas brethren, cele-
brated the 10th anniversary of the

BONNDORF, WEST GEAMANY

Bonndor{ Feast site. The mayor of
Bonndorf welcomed the group and
presented a cake commemorating
the anniversary. Wiktor Przybyla,
one of two members in Poland, at-
tended the Bonndorf site.

Thomas Lapacka, Festival coor-
dinator and pastor of the Stuttgart,
West Germany, and Basel and
Zuerich, Switzerland, churches,
said that the Festival was the
smoothest-running Feast he has or-
ganized — made possible by a spirit
of unity and desire on the part of all
to make it work.

Brno Feastgoers visited Zidlo-
chovice hunting lodge, where they
ate a hot meal of pheasant and
venison and were entertained by a
string quartet.

In every Feast activity partici-
pants were treated like kings, Mr.
Schnee said.

Thirteen East German brethren
attended the Brno Feast site.

Bonndorf, West Germany 806
Brno, Czechosiovakia as

between us and them, one of the
camp’s personnel said, *We know
you people were sent by God. Next
week we have some people from the
other place,’ " according to Melvin
Rhodes, coordinator.

David House, coordinator in
St, Peter Port, Guernsey, said
“Considerable confusion and diffi-
culty were caused when a strike
disrupted ferry services from En-
gland shortly before the Feast.

BRIGHTON, ENGLAND
Photo by Maryann Pirog

However, in spite of severe prob-
lems, everyone who wanted to
was able to get there by various
means.”
East and West Africa

For the first time, the Festival
took place at two locations in Nige-
ria — Ibadan and Nsukka, both in
the south.

Curtis May, an associate pastor of
the Pasadena Imperial A.M. con-

Photo by Thamas Erz

gregation, and his family traveled to
both sites, where Mr. May was guest
speaker. David Bedford, pastor of
the Cambridge, Northampton and
Nottingham, England, churches,
was sent to the two Nigerian sites
from the Borehamwood Office.
Brethren in Nsukka “sensed a
new dimension being given to the

PAIGNTON, ENGLAND

Church to further prepare a people
for God's Kingdom,” according to
coordinator Lateel Edalere.

**Because of growth in the
Church in Kenya, a new site in
Mombasa was necessary this year,
in addition to the usual site at Naro
Moru,"” reported Owen Willis, co-
ordinator for both sites.

Brethren attending the Mombasa
site “*were thrilled to relive Mr.
Tkach's August visit to Kenya, by
means of Behind the Work — A
New Chapter. They appreciate
their role in the worldwide work.”

Brethren from Uganda who
planned to keep the Feast in Naro
Moru did not arrive because of
problems at the border crossing,
Mr. Willis said.

Abner Washington, pastor of the
Los Angeles, Calif, church, and his
wife, Sharon, visited isolated
brethren at the Cape Maclear,
Malawi, site, according to Mr.
Willis, site coordinator.

“There was a tremendously
warm and positive family atmo-
sphere throughout, despite no run-
ning water duc to pump failure,”
Mr. Willis said.

The Festival films shown outside
attracted nearby villagers. Mr.
Willis added that the Feast provides
the year's only opportunity for iso-
lated brethren to assemble and fel-
lowship as a whole.

Diane Kinder, 2 1980 Pasadena
Ambassador College graduate
working in the Church's Mail Pro-
cessing Center, attended the Feast
in Ghana.

“The Ghanaians are still recover-
ing from drought and are having
trouble finding food and other basic
necessities,” said Miss Kinder.

“And when they were told that
brethren in Pasadena and around
the world pray for them, they were
deeply moved and brought to
tears,” she continued. “They men-
tioned that they pray very diligently
for brethren in Pasadena and
around the world.”

International guests were asked
to bring teys for children at the
Feast, “and that made the Feast re-

Pnoto by Barry Stahl
ally, really special for the children,™
according to Miss Kinder. “They
don't often get a chance to play to-
gether like that.”

In Ghana, where Mr. May and
his family observed the Day ol
Atonement, “we found the brethren
very warm and loving and very
much behind the work."

“The Ghanaian economy is
chaotic,” he continued. “*Each
month people don't know what
they’re going to be paid, because of
the fluctuating inflation rate.”

*But they wanted me to convey to
Mr. Tkach that they arc behind him
100 percent,” Mr. May continued.
*“Some of the brethren are poor, but
they’re spiritually rich.

*I found the same atmosphere in
Nigeria and my experience there
was very rewarding, deeply mean-
ingful.”

NARO MORU, KENYA
Photo by Greg 5. Smith

Brighton, England 1,087
Dunoon, Scotland 640
Paignton, England 1,686
SL. Peler Port, Guemsay 975
Bredsten, Danmark 280
Kenmare, Irish Republic 325
Ako Sombo, Ghana 400
Cape Maciear, Malawi 124
Ibadan, Nigeria 273
Mombasa, Kenya 103
Naro Moru, Kenya 103
Nsukka, Nigeria 212

Italians, Maltese meet at Swiss site

PASADENA — Lugano,
Switzerland, was the assigned Feast
site for brethren from ltaly, Malta
and Greece. Many of the brethren,
including transfers from MNorth
America and England, stayed in ho-
tels overlooking Lake Lugano, ac-
cording to Carn Catherwood, re-
gional director for Italian-speaking
areas.

“Brethren from Italy and Maha
were especially moved by their first
opportunity to see and hear from
Pastor General Joseph W. Tkach,”
said Mr. Catherwood.

An outdoor family picnic for Ital-
ian brethren early in the Feast
“quickly became a daily midday
event," he said. “A spread of tradi-
tional Ttalian breads, cheeses, wine
and local fruit provided a backdrog

“The warmth, unity and conta-
gious enthusiasm generated at these
get-togethers truly made them a
highlight of the Feast," Mr,
Catherwood continued.

Site coordinator David Stirk and
Michael Caputo, pastor of the
Rome, Milan and Catania, Italy,
churches, performed five baptisms
on the last day of the Feast.

“The number of Feastgoers at-
tending from ltaly this year was 120
— approximately double the num-
ber of those attending the Feast of
Tabernacles last year,” said Mr.
Catherwood.

According to Mr. Stirk, three
halls were used in turn for services.
One (a casino) was reached by boat
across Lake Lugano.

1t:

Italian-| ser-

Day and on Thursday, Oct. 23,
said Mr. Stirk. *At all other com-
bined services, translation services
were provided,

*Overseas visitors were com-
mended for their willingness to fel-
lowship with the Italian brethren, in
spite of the language barrier,” he
added.

Donna Patillo, secretary for evan-
gelist and Church treasurer Leroy
NefTin Pasadena, and her husband,
Jerry, attended in Lugano, where
Mr. Patillo was an usher.

*Jerry had taken aclass in ltalian
last spring, so the brethren appreci-
ated being able to talk to people
from other arecas who spoke Ital-
ian,” said Mrs. Patillo,

for truly memorable and meaning-
Tul fellowship.

vices were arranged for the [talian-
speaking brethren on the first Holy

Lugano, Switzarland
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Festival in Australia, Asia:
Mr. Tkach’s theme pervades

BURLEIGH HEADS, Aus-
tralia — The theme of love and
unity set by Pastor General Joseph
W. Tkach for the 1986 Feast of
Tabernacles pervaded the Festival
sites in Australia. Asia and the
Solomon Islands, according to
Robert Morton, regional director

Mr. Morton said that many
brethren commented on the spirit of
unity and family togetherness that
helped make this the happiest Feast
they experienced

In Australia 6,079 people ai-
tended seven Feast sites. Nine hun-
dred 1wenty-nine people attended
the five sites outside of Australia
administered by the Australian Of-
fice

Fes coordinators reported
that it was a virtually hassle-frec
Feast, with few problems experi-
enced At their sites. There was less
iliness among Feastgoers than in
Previous years

Ciuest speakers in Australia were
evangelists Frank Brown, regional
director of the British Office, and
David Hulme, director of Commu-
nications & Public Affairs in
Pasadena. Gene Hogberg, Plain
Truth world news editor, spoke a1
the Feast sites in India and Sri
Lanka.

Ministers in Merimbula, Aus-
tralia, received many reports of how
imy d the busi ity
was with God's people. In one inci-
dent 1wo young people were shop-
ping and accidentally dropped a
container of cream. The shopkeep

and Last Great Day messages.

In northern Burma about 60 peo-
ple met in Kya In village, where
deacon Thomas Tial Hoe translated
material from Saw Lay Beh.

Terence Yilliers, pastor of the
Sydney, Australia, North church,
said that activities and services at
the Gosford, Australia, Feast site
were marked by a special and
deeper peace, unity and carnest par-
ticipation than ever before.

The Gosford Srar published an
article ntled “Solving the Mystery
of the Tiny Green Stickers,” about
the Feast bumper stickers used in
SHMIC Arcas.

In Caloundra, Australia, Rodney
Dean, pastor of the Brisbane North
and Caboolture, Australia,
churches, noted a warmth and gen-
uineness of caring among the
brethren that indicates their desire
tocreate the unity of a loving family
as Mr. Tkach exhorted.

“The Feast in Malaccn [Malay-
sia) portrayed a family stmosphere
where black, white and yellow races
from nine countries showed respect,
friendliness, love and concern for
ane another,” said Yong Chin Gee,
pastor of the Johor Baharu and
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia,
churches

wias amazed that they not only
cleaned up the mess, but purchased
tissues o do so.

God miraculously protected a 5-
year-old at the Merimbula site, who
fell from a window. Two families
gathered for food and fellowship
As the children played in one of the
bedroams, one of the boys opened a
window. Jonathan Jackson, 5. stood
on the bed and placed his hands on
the screen. The screen gave way,
and Jonathan tumbled to a paved
area |2 feet below.

His father raced downstairs and
found his son unhurt but slightly
shaken, promising he wouldn't “da
it again, Dad."

Brethren in Ahungalla, Sri
Lanka, showed concern, service and
warm hospitality toward each other.
They were a tremendous example to
the community in times of tension,
distrust and hatred in Sri Lanka, ac-
cording to pastor Mohan Jayasck-
ern. The Feast site was in south-
weslern Sri Lanka, away from the
violence that plagues the northern
part of the country.

Seven peaple were baptized at the
Sri Lankan site, bringing member-
ship there 1o 49.

For the first time the Indian site
(Lonauli) received all videotaped
Feast messages during the Feast, es-
pecially important since many of
the members live too far away to at-
tend regular Sabbath services.

One employee of the Fariyas
Huoliday Resort. where many of the
brethren stayed and where services
touk place, asked one member how
he could join the Church.

Scattered Pacific island brethren
met in Honiara, Solomon Islands,
along with international visitors,
making for a total attendance of 82,
For some it is the only time of the
year they can meet with other mem-
bers. During island night festivities
brethren prepared food in the tradi-
tional manner by cooking it in the
ground.

Preliminary reports indicate that
about 40 brethren attended
the Feast in Sa Khan Gyi, Burma,
the home village of pastor Saw Lay
Beh. Brethren there heard tapes
of Mr. Tkach's opening night

Caloundra, Australia 1.202
Gold Coast, Australis 1.620
Goslord, Australia 912
Hobart, Australi 387
Merimbuls, Australin 638
Perih, A ! 578
Ulladulla, Australia 742
Anungalla, Sri Lanka 123
Honiara, Solomon Islands 82
Kya in, Burms ]
Lonaull. India 210
Malacca, Malaysia 414
Sa Khan Gyi, Burma 40
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Philippine sites prove ‘motivating’

MANILA, Philippines — “A
year of exceptional growth and ac-
tivity culminaled in a most inspiring
and motivating Feast of Taberna-
cles,” reported Guy Ames, regional
director in the Philippines.

For the first time attendance
passed 4,000, climbing to 4,440,

Evangelist Raymond McNair,
deputy chancellor of Pasadena Am-
bassador College, and his wife, Eve,
were “our special headquarters
guests,” Mr. Ames said.

*“For the first time, the uplifting
Cebu Plaza Hotel ballroom was
used as the venue in Cebu,"” said the
regional director. “Some brethren
satid it was the first time they had set
foot on carpet.”

Brethren uplifted at Feast

in New Zealand, Pacific

AUCKLAND, New Zealand
The Feast in New Zealand and the
South Pacific was kept at Rotorua,
New Zealand, Pacific Harbour,
Fiji, and Mu'a, Tonga.

“Brethren at each site reported
an edifying and uplifting Feast of
Taberniacles,” said Peter Nathan,
regional director for the Church in
those areas,

Evangelist Harold Juckson was
the guest speaker and spoke at all
three sites throughout the Festival
senson. “The warmth, wisdom and
dedication of the Jacksons to God's
work was added to by the presence
of some of their family, who were
able to keep the Feast in New
Zealund with them,” Mr. Nathan
said.

Many Feastgoers in Rotorua
commented on facing trials before
the Feast that could have dampened
their enjoyment or kept them from
attending had God not intervened,
according to Don Engle, Feast coor-
dinator

Messages [rom Pastor General
Joseph W. Tkach helped breth-
ren to identify with him as pastor
general in o concentrated man-
ner, Mr. Nathan said. “Their
prayers for him will be greatly en-
hanced.™

Currency NMuetuations between
Australia and New Zealand meant
that fewer Australian brethren trav-
eled 10 New Zealand or Fiji this
year, while the strong LS. dollar al-
lowed more Americans to attend
the two sites.

Owerseas visitors brought gifts of
clothing and Church literature to
Fiji. Toys were distributed to the
children on family day.

ROTORUA. NEW ZEALAND
Photo by Kerri Miles

Aotorus, New Zealand 1,401
Mu'a, Tonga 58
Pagcilic Harbour, Fiji 305

A typhoon threatened the Naga
site garly in the Feast, **but the
prayers of the brethren brought a
sudden abatement 1o the wind and
driving rain on Sunday evening.”
according to Mr. Ames. “For the
remainder of the week the weather
was perfect.”

In Baguio services took place
simultaneously in two halls.
Scheduling the speakers allowed
brethren in both halls to hear the
same messages by the end of the
Feast, according to Jose Raduban,
site coordinator and pastor of the
Manila church

One member at the Cebu site lost
a piece of luggage while traveling to
the site, and was so discouraged that
he thought of returning home, ac-
cording to Pedro Melendez Jr., site
coordinator and pastor of the Que-
zon City, Philippines, church
However, several brethren came to
his aid by providing extra clothing
and food.

Edmond Macaraeg, pastor of the
San Pedro, Imus and Victoria,
Philippines, churches and coordina-
tor of the Cagayan de Oro site, re-
ported that less than five minutes
after people left the hall after
watching the Festival entertain-
ment film Oct. 23, “large pieces of
broken glass began falling from the
ceiling light installations about 50
feet above.”

“Gol spared some people from
serious injury or even death,” said
Mr, Mucaraeg,

Services there were translated
into the Cebuano dialect for about

300 brethren

*My wife and | thoroughly en-
joyed keeping the Feast with the
Filipino brethren,” Mr. McNair re-
ported. “They are certainly some of
the warmest people on earth,

“By speaking al a combined
Church service in Naga on the Sab-
bath before the Day of Atonement,
and another group on Atonement, |
was able to speak to the entire mem-
bership in the Philippines during
our two-week stay,” Mr. McNair
continued.

“The Philippine churches cer-
tainly exhibit loyalty toward head-
quarters and a spirit of unity with
God's Family."

CAGAYAN DE ORO, PHILIPPINES
Photo by Rafasl Uy

Baguio, Philippines 2,119
Cagayan de Oro. Philippines 1,082
Cebu, Philippinas ara
Naga, Philippines 380

Feast features family fun

PASADENA — Family days at
Feast sites around the world offered
a variety of activities

In Big Sandy cach church area
assigned to the site was responsible
for a game booth. The booths of-
fered a variety of activities includ-
ing guessing games, ring toss, dart
throwing and an obstacle course.

At the Paradise Island, Bahamas,
Feast site family day took place on
the beach, where futuristic world
tomorrow sand castles were con-
structed by groups of five and 10
people. Games and ruces were avail-
abile for children.

In Livingstone, Zambia, mem-
bers worked 1o produce a nonsport-
ing family day when all sporting ac-
tivities were canceled by the
government after Samora Machel,
president of Mozambique, was

killed in un hirplane crash.

Seven thousand eight hundred
brethren in Pensacola, Fla., visited
the Pensacola Naval Air Station on
family day. Captain Walker of the
air station said he was impressed
with the cordial people and how
neat and clean they left the grounds
He extended an invitation for next
year

A helicopter dropped thousands
of plumeria blossoms on family day
activities in Lihue, Kaua, Hawair,

Riverfront Park, site of the 1974
World's Fair in Spokanc, Wash.,
was the site of family day there.
YES-age children won more than
7.000 prizes, and members thrilled
to a simulated ride on the space
shuttle at an IMAX theater, Teens
served the elderly and disabled at
the family day barbecue lunch
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Spanish sites emphasize caring

PASADENA — “The central
theme that seems torun through the
Festival reports from the 10
Spanish-speaking sites is that of a
family atmosphere,”™ said evangelist
Leon Walker, regional director in
Spanish-speaking areas.

Brethren from the United States
and Canada transferred to Spain,
Puerto Rico and Mexico. Transla-
tions were provided for services.
“Even though most of them could
not speak Spanish, they made a spe-
cial effort to fellowship with their
Spanish-speaking brethren,” Mr.
Walker said.

This was the first year the Feast
was conducted in Venezuels. One
member, Hilda Belli, housed 14
people at ker home. “In addition she
had everybody over for & meal at
least once during the Feast,” said

Reginald Killingley, Festival coor-
dinator and pastor of the Bar-
quisimeto church.

In Acapuleo, U.S. and Canadian
brethren invited Mexican members
out to meals and paid their way for
some activities, according to
Thomas Turk, Festival coordinator
and pastor of the Mexico City,
Mexico, church. Some brought toys
and clothing for distribution among
the Mexican brethren and children.

Seventeen brethren were bap-
tized during the Feast in Antigua,
Guatemaia, according to Herbert
Cisneros, Festival di and

Mauricio Perez, Festival coordi-
nator and pastor of the San Jose,
Costa Rica, church, reported that
brethren at the Liberia, Costa Rica,
Feast site gave a generous offering
for the brethren in El Salvador who
lost homes in the Oct. 10 earth-
quake. (For more information on
the quake and how it affected
Church members, see “Scattered
Brethren,” page 16).

*Though there is much poverty
in Peru, God's people here are typi-
cally rich in spirit. A friendly, Jov-
ing and united caring atmosphere

pastor of the San Salvador, El Sal-
vador, and Guatemala City,
Guatemala, churches. Emphasis
was putan youths because they have
few opportunities to get together
during the year.

p led th hout the Feast,”
said Wilfredo Saenz, Festival coor-
dinater in Trujillo, Peru, and pastor
of the Lima and Huaraz, Peru,
churches.

A record 50 new people attended
the Feast in Maitencille, Chile.

CULLERA, SPAIN

Four new members were baptized.

In Cullera, Spain, three weeks of
torrential rains stoppe