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On-site Festival Assistance 

Members should - not go to the Feast of Tabernacles with 
insufficient funds, expecting to receive financial as- 
sistance at the festival site. Only limited funds for 
enuine emer encies will be available there, and then 

h t -  pastor's recommendation. 

c 

Feast Bumper Stickers for Local Church Elders ( U . S .  Churches Only) 

The Festival Office normally mails ministerial bumper stickers for local 
church elders to their pastors for distribution. Due to an oversight, 
there were not enough of these stickers available this week for that mail- 
ing. However, there will be a supply of these stickers at each site suffi- 
cient for all the elders attending there. If you have not received a 
sticker from your pastor, please pick one up at the information booth at the 
site you will be attending. We regret any inconvenience this may have 
caused. 

International News 

From New Zealand August was an exciting record-breaking month for God's  
Church in this part of the world. Mail income reached the highest monthly 
fiqure God has ever blessed us with, posting an increase of 15% over August 
last year. The Eternal also blessed us with more incoming mail than for any 
other month this year, with an increase of 41% over August a year ago. 

Our offering "World Tomorrow" radio listeners in the Auckland area the 
opportunity to phone the office in response to the program is working well. 
More broadcast responses were received during August than in any other 
month this year. Also, responses to the July/August newsstand PLAIN TRUTH 
far surpassed responses to any other issue in 1984. 

August saw our first venture into direct mailing, with a test of some 18,000 
letters being posted. By the end of the month we had received around 800 
replies, already a very fine 4.4% response, with replies still coming in 
stead i ly . 
In September there will be a series of 30-second spot ads for The PLAIN 
TRUTH shown on New Zealand television. This will be our first television 
campaign in several years, so we're eagerly awaiting the results. 
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An advertisement with an insert card for The PLAIN TRUTH and THE SEVEN LAWS 
OF SUCCESS appears in the September READER'S DIGEST. Before the end of Au- 
gust we had already received over 20 responses to this ad, although theore- 
tically it should not yet have been in circulation! 

From Australia and Asia So far this year over 43,500 new readers have been 
added to the Australian PLAIN TRUTH mailing list--a 161% increase in new 
subscriptions over 1983. These new subscribers have come on file primarily 
from the Newsstand and Library/Waiting Room programmes, and from advertise- 
ments in READER'S DIGEST and leading Australian magazines. 

At the end of August the Australian PLAIN TRUTH mailing list totalled 
93,598--a 56.6% increase over the same month last year. 

PLAIN TRUTH circulation now ranks ninth in Australia, out of a total of 
1,400 titles published in this country. In March this year we were ranked 
number 13, but the substantial growth in circulation here in recent months 
brought about a marked improvement in our position. 

In Asia, by the end of August, 24,010 new subscribers had been added year to 
date to The PLAIN TRUTH mailing list. There are now 49,914 subscribers in 
Asia currently receiving the magazine. This represents a 23.2% increase 
over 1983. The bulk of the new Asian subscribers responded to PLAIN TRUTH 
advertisements in READER'S DIGEST in selected Asian countries. READER'S 
DIGEST ads have now been placed in South Korea, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Sri 
Lanka, Malaysia and Singapore. 

Solid growth has occurred in GOOD NEWS circulation over the past eight 
months. By the end of August, GOOD NEWS subscribers in Australia totalled 
10,535--a 40.8% increase over 1983. In Asia, The GOOD NEWS mailing list has 
increased by 54.9% to 1,563 subscribers. 

A total of 23,325 letters were received in August--a 10.4% increase over 
the same month in 1983. Our year-to-date letter count increased by 41.2%, 
while the volume of literature mailed out during the first eight months of 
this year increased by 35.6% over the same period last year. 

We continue to be most grateful for the income that Jesus Christ supplies 
His Church in this area for the preaching of the Gospel. In August, 
members', co-workers' and donors' contributions resulted in a 15.2% 
increase in income, bringing our year-to-date increase to 14.6%. 

Wr. Armstrong's May, 1984 semiannual letter offering the two booklets WHERE 
IS THE TRUE CHURCH? and THE SEVEN LAWS OF SUCCESS to date has brought in 
8,951 requests from Australian subscribers. This represents a 12.5% re- 
sponse. 

From Asia we are still receiving responses to Mr. Armstrong's November, 
1983 semiannual letter. Responses t o  t h i s  letter so far t o t a l  9,904, rep-  
resenting 26.4% of the mailing list. Approximately 1,600 responses to Mr. 
Armstrong's May, 1984 semiannual letter have reached us from Asian coun- 
tries so far. 

At the end of July, Mr. Bill Winner, assistant to Mr. Morton, conducted a 
Public Bible Lecture on two consecutive nights for PLAIN TRUTH readers in 
Newcastle. The first night Mr. Winner covered the fall of Britain and the 
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United States of America. The second night he spoke on the rise of Europe 
and its significance for the future. A total of 3 3  new people attended 
these lectures--an encouraging 2.9% response. Several of them appeared to 
be very interested in the lectures and we hope their interest in the truth 
will continue. 

NOTICE TO ALL MINISTERS 
(Not - to be Announced) 

Mary Helen Volentine (Smith) is disfellowshipped. She 
is approximately 55 years o l d ,  a Caucasian and is from 
the Shreveport, Louisiana Church area. Should she ap- 
pear in your area, it is imperative that you immediate- 
ly contact Mr. Charles Bryce or Mr. Fred Kellers for 
more detailed information. Church rules regarding dis- 
fellowshipped members should be stringently enforced 
in her case. 

Comments From Monthly Church Reports 

From the United States 

NORTON, VA--GEORGE ELKINS: Mr. Armstrong' s taped sernon on proph- 
ecy was certainly sobering as well as inspiring! It will help 
the brethren come to grips with the truly important things in 
their lives instead of focusing in on the petty and insignifi- 
cant. 

ROCHESTER, NY--LESLIE SCHMEDES: A strong awareness t h a t  we live 
in the end time is beginning to hit home. There is a sober atti- 
tude among the brethren, fostered by Mr. Armstrong's powerful 
telecasts. The brethren are pleased to learn of the impact the 
Church is having worldwide. We are looking forward to hearing 
more messages on prophecy from God's Apostle. 

SALT LAKE CITY, UT--DON LAWSON: We have received many new PM let- 
ters. We also have a number of people who had left the Church 
years ago and now want to come back. There are three attending 
and three more who want to return. 

CORNING, NY--BRITTON TAYLOR: This area is seeing steady PM 
growth, which is very encouraging after so many years of slow 
growth. The economy is definitely improving. All members are 
employed despite the economically depressed areas in which they 
live. 

FORT WORTH (PM), TX--BOB SMITH: We have been pleased with the ma- 
turing of many second generation Church youth, many of whom con- 
tinue faithful in church attendance, and some of whom are active- 
ly seeking baptism. Other PMs continue to be strong, and are 
heeding Mr. Armstrong's admonition to "prove all things" (I Thes. 
5:21). 
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KNOXVILLE, TN--JOHN COMINO: Bible study attendance has increased 
by 50%. We make a determined effort to "advertise" the coming 
study at each Sabbath service. We try to whet spiritual appe- 
tites by asking questions and then telling the members to come to 
Bible study to learn the answers. It seems to be working. 

--Joe Tkach, Ministerial Services 

UPDATE FROM MAIL PROCESSING 

Number of Co-workers Up by One-third 

We are seeing an encouraging increase in the number of co-workers, as the 
following table shows: 

Percent 
1984 Increase - 1983 

New Co-workers (year to date) 15,848 18,308 15.5% 

Total Co-workers 40,752 54,396 33.5% 

The reasons for this fine growth include greater circulation of The PLAIN 
TRUTH and The GOOD NEWS, as well as more people responding to Mr. Arm- 
strong's semiannual letters. With nearly 200,000 - more PT subscribers now 
beginning to receive The GOOD NEWS, we expect the co-worker picture to 
brighten even more in the months ahead. 

GOOD NEWS Readers Inquire About the Feast 

A surprising number of GOOD NEWS subscribers have asked for information 
about attending this year's Feast of Tabernacles after reading the Septem- 
ber festival issue. The- articles captured their interest in God's plan and 
inspired them to want to know how they could partake of the Feast experi- 
ence. It is our policy to direct these people to our local ministers for 
more information about the Feast. Following are a few of the comments we 
have received from interested GOOD NEWS readers: 

After reading your September issue of The GOOD NEWS and the Old 
and New Testaments, I am sure that the festivals are a required 
as well as needed religious "booster," so to speak. Could you 
please send me a copy of the sacred calendar and the locations of 
the Feast of Tabernacles this year, as I couldn't find it in the 
magazine and I must start planning for it right away. 

J.C. (Muncie, IN) 

I am an avid reader of The GOOD NEWS and recently received the 
September issue. I would like to know where the Feast of Taber- 
nacles will be celebrated. I would like to attend, but unfortu- 
natelv, I am not aware of where I can participate in my area. Any 
help you can offer will 

I would like to request 
GOOD NEWS has gotten me 
so we'd like to find out 
family and I would like 

be greatly appreciated. 
C.S. (Brooklyn, NY) 

a visit. Reading the last issue of The 
excited about the Feast of Tabernacles, 
all about the Church and the feasts. My 
to be included if possible. 

Mr. & Mrs. D.G. (Canby, MN) 
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Church  L i t e r a t u r e  Helps Those  With  Limi ted  E d u c a t i o n  

Some who b e g i n  s t u d y i n g  o u r  l i t e r a t u r e  have  n o t  had a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  s c h o o l -  
i n g .  Even though t h e i r  f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n  is  l i m i t e d ,  t h e s e  p e o p l e  a r e  e a g e r  
t o  know more o f  God ' s  Word and H i s  ways. They a p p r e c i a t e  o u r  l i t e r a t u r e  be- 
cause i t  is w r i t t e n  i n  a clear and u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  manner. W e  t h o u g h t  you 
would f i n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l e t t e r s  from such  r e a d e r s  i n t e r e s t i n g :  

I would l i k e  t o  s a y  thank  you w i t h  a l l  my h e a r t  f o r  h e l p i n g  m e  t o  
l e a r n  more a b o u t  t h e  B i b l e .  I o n l y  f i n i s h e d  t h e  f o u r t h  g r a d e  i n  
s c h o o l  so my r e a d i n g  and s p e l l i n g  a r e  n o t  t h a t  good,  b u t  I w i l l  
t r y  t o  write t h i s  l e t t e r  t h e  b e s t  I c a n  and t e l l  you how much i t  
means t o  m e  t o  l e a r n  God ' s  Word. Thank you f o r  making i t  e a s y  t o  
read f o r  me and many l i k e  m e .  N o t  t h a t  i t  i s  a l l  t h a t  e a s y ,  b u t  I 
hope  you w i l l  know what I mean. 

T o  write t h i s  l e t t e r  I must  t ake  words o u t  of your  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
c o u r s e  and from l e t t e r s  o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  s e n t  i n .  I hope you d o n ' t  
mind. P lease  g o  o n  w i t h  your  good w o r k  so t h a t  I may l e a r n  more 
a b o u t  God. 

F.W. ( B u n n e l l ,  FL)  

Maybe y o u ' v e  n o t i c e d  by now--1 keep  s e n d i n g  f o r  more and more of 
your  b o o k l e t s .  I o n l y  comple t ed  s e v e n t h  g r a d e ,  b u t  c e r t a i n l y  
f e e l  t h a t  I ' m  g e t t i n g  a good e d u c a t i o n  now, t h a n k s  t o  God and t o  
you p e o p l e  a t  t h e  Worldwide Church of God. I keep  a l l  my book- 
l e t s ,  magaz ines  and B i b l e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  c o u r s e  l e s s o n s  f i l e d  
away, t h e n  g o  back and r e a d  them o v e r  and o v e r .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  seem 
to  g e t  enough. 

B.C. ( Y a d k i n v i l l e ,  NC) 

I ' m  so v e r y  pleased w i t h  your  T J  program, as w e l l  a s  The PLAIN 
TRUTH. They are  e n l i g h t e n i n g  and m a k e  one  u n d e r s t a n d  how crue l  
t h e  wor ld  h a s  become. You b r i n g  us such  d i v i n e  wisdom and under-  
s t a n d i n g  so w e  c a n  b e  w e l l  aware o f  what  is  g o i n g  on. I o f t e n  
wonder why t h e  b i g  o n e s  i n  Washington ,  as  w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  Kreml in ,  
e i t he r  d o n ' t  care or d o n ' t  have  t h e  common s e n s e  t o  see where  w e  
are g o i n g .  I ' m  j u s t  a l i t t l e  f o r e i g n  b o r n  Dane w i t h  n o t  too much 
e d u c a t i o n  and some lack o f  E n g l i s h ,  b u t  I c a n  s t i l l  see t h a t  
t h e r e  is  someth ing  wrong. 

V . K .  ( L o s  A n g e l e s ,  CA) 

I d i d n ' t  g e t  enough e d u c a t i o n  i n  s c h o o l - - e i g h t h  g r a d e  was t h e  
h i g h e s t  w e  had l i v i n g  o n  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  back i n  1 9 4 0 .  J u s t  l is- 
t e n i n g  t o  you o v e r  t h e  r a d i o  and r e a d i n g  The  P L A I N  TRUTH, The  
GOOD NEWS and your  o t h e r  l i t e r a t u r e  g i v e s  m e  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  I need 
fo r  t h e  wor ld  tomorrow. 

E.C. (Whi te  R i v e r ,  A Z )  

I want  t o  e x p r e s s  my apprec ia t ion  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  who m a k e  a l l  t h e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  p o s s i b l e  f o r  p e o p l e  l i k e  myse l f  and others  t h a t  d o n ' t  
have  a l o t  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  We y e a r n  t o  l e a r n  b u t  it w o u l d n ' t  b e  
p o s s i b l e  e x c e p t  f o r  people l i k e  you Mr. Armst rong  and your  s t a f f .  
I know i t  takes  a l o t  o f  money and people d e d i c a t e d  t o  God 's  w o r k  
t o  d o  i t .  I h a v e n ' t  s e e n  so many ways t o  l e a r n  or so much l i t e r a -  
t u r e  f o r  t h e  a s k i n g  anywhere else. 
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I went to a lot of different churches but it seems that there was 
always something missing. I couldn't understand why I didn't get 
much out of it. They would read the scriptures but couldn't ex- 
plain them so most people like myself could understand. Thank 
God for people like you to show the truth in a way anyone who 
really believes in God can understand, if he takes the time and 
wants to learn. 

W.H. (Clover, SC) 

I am so happy to read your booklets. I am starting a new life and 
you are making things plain to me and I understand. I didn't get 
very far in school, but I do understand your booklets. Pray for 
me as I've been listening to the wrong gospel. 

B.T. (East Cleveland, OH) 
--Richard Rice, Mail Processing Center 

ON THE WORLD SCENE 

KREMLIN INFIGHTING; THE "COLD PEACE"; WHO WANTS 
A UNITED GERMANY? (NO ONE OUTSIDE GERMANY, APPARENTLY) 

Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko, it has been announced, will be 
meeting with President Reagan on September 2 8 .  This hardly represents a 
thaw in Soviet-American relations, but it might help Mr. Reagan in overcom- 
ing the image some have of him as a "cold warrior." Meanwhile, the top ech- 
elon of Soviet leadership appears to be stumbling along in fits and spurts, 
lacking a firm grip at the pinnacle of power. A s  Robert C. Toth reported in 
the September 14 LOS ANGELES TIMES: 

Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei A .  Gromyko's scheduled visit to 
Washington represents not only a surprising windfall for Presi- 
dent Reagan's reelection campaign but also one more sign that the 
Kremlin is wracked by a degree of political turmoil not seen for 
a generation. Gromyko's decision to accept Reagan's invitation 
to a White House chat Sept. 28...followed the dramatic dismissal 
last week of the top Soviet military officer, Chief of Staff 
Nikolai V. Ogarkov. 

"I feel strongly that we're in one of those periods of vicious 
infiqhtinq among the Soviet leadership," said Paul Henze, a Rand 
Corp. analyst here.... "But we know so little that it's like 
watchin the water surqe and roll without seeinq - the sharks 4 beneath - the surfacc he added. "Only when 2 -- dead one 
floats - -  to the top - do we learn something about what's happen- 
g.". . . 
A Soviet diplomat here told a State Department official last week 
that Ogarkov was ousted for "unpartylike tendencies" and for 
"getting too big for his britches." "Unpartylike" could mean 
Ogarkov continued to oppose Politburo policy decisions, presumab- 
ly on defense budgets. However, it could also mean that he was 
guilty of a more serious breach; the three men who sought without 
success to overthrow Khrushchev in 1957 were called an "anti- 
party group" after they were dismissed and stripped of powers.... 
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The suspicion is that he [Ogarkov 1 began to take sides in the 
never-ending plots to choose a new leader--perhaps by forcing the 
retirement of the aging and ailing president, Konstantin U. 
Chernenko, 72, instead of letting him die in office, as his two 
predecessors did after illnesses that resulted in the immobility 
of the Kremlin's leadership.. . . 

President Reagan is constantly beset upon by his critics to virtually beg 
the sulking Soviets to come back to the arms bargaining talks they left in a i  
huff. Democratic presidential candidate Walter Mondale has made arms nego- 
tiations a top priority; he has even proposed a temporary U.S.  nuclear 
freeze as one of his first acts as president. The editors of THE NEW REPUB- 
LIC (October 1, 1984), however, saw no real danger in what they referred to 
as the "Cold Peace" between Moscow and Washington. Beneath the frosty re- 
lations lies, they said, considerable geopolitical calm: 

Tass spelled it out in a recent commentary: relations between the 
superpowers have fallen to "the lowest level in their history." 
This assessment of U.S.-Soviet relations, even if true, may not 
be cause for automatic celebration in the West, but we find it 
hard to share the despondency--and worse, the fear--it seems to 
occasion among many.,.. 

T h e  Soviets h a v e  d e c i d e d  to c u t  off almost all high-level commun- 
ication with the West.... Relations here means diplomatic rela- 
tions: exchanges, talks, visits. And, yes, on that plane, things 
look glum. But in the real world--on the ground beneath the dip- 
lomatic atmospherics--there is another kind of relationship be- 
tween the superpowers. This is the geopolitical relationship, 
and today it appears remarkably, even astonishingly, stable. 

Look around the world.... The present stability contrasts sharply 
with the tensions over Cuba in the early 1960s, in Indochina in 
the late '60s and early ' ~ O S ,  in the Mideast in 1973, and in the 
Persian Gulf in the late '70s. Moreover, the United States is 
engaged militarily nowhere in the world. The closest it comes to 
direct intervention is in arming the Nicaraguan contras. The So- 
viets, for their part, are directly engaged in Afghanistan, but ... that war poses no threat to world peace.... 
Another index is the absence of the word "crisis" in foreign news 
reports. It is used almost exclusively to describe the internal 
problems of places like the Philippines, Chile, Sri Lanka, India, 
and so on down the roster. In consonance with the first law of 
thermodynamics, the violent energies of the world, prevented from 
crossing inter-bloc lines, are being directed inward.... The more 
developed countries of the Third World are preoccupied with their 
economies: in Latin America with digging themselves out from un- 
der a mountain of debt, in the Pacific rim with trying finally to 
enter the ranks of the developed world. 

And even where there are regional conflicts, it's becoming harder 
and harder to see them as a new world-threatening Balkans. Only 
a few years ago we were convinced that the Persian Gulf was the 
cockpit of t h e  world. Now it's a free-fire zune.... And even in 
Southern Africa, some of the world's most militantly Marxist 
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countries, in order to cut off local insurgencies, have sued for 
peace.. . . 
Having reached the outer limits of their international expansion, 
which took place during the relative weakening of the West in the 
1970s, they [the Soviets 1 are increasingly preoccupied with hang- 
ing on to their gains. It is not that they have lost their appe- 
tite for conquest, but that they have much to digest .... In the 
inner sphere of European satellites, the Soviets have their hands 
full just keeping things under control.... 

The final, perhaps most important, level of consolidation in the 
Soviet bloc is taking place now at headquarters. The Kremlin - has 
fallen -- into the habit of choosing leaders -- who are half-dead. 
It's not even quite certTin who is running the Soviet Union now. 
Uncertainty at the top means that bureaucrats move cautiously. 
The lack of strong leadership is undoubtedly another reason for 
the profound conservativism of current Soviet foreign policy. 

So much for the new cold war.... After all, what are relations? 
Todzy there are not as many scientific exchanges, diplomatic ex- 
travaganzas, Apollo-Soyuz lovefests...and genuflections to peace 
as there were in the mid-'70s. So what? In the middle of all 
that hoopla, the United States went to nuclear alert to prevent 
Soviet intervention in the [19731 Yom Kippur War.... 

The obsession with atmospherics, with enqaging in talks for their 
own sake, regardless of what one may hope to gain from them of any 
substance, mistakes means for ends. And it may actually damage 
the pursuit of those ends, since improved atmospherics often re- 
quires first the sacrifice of some real asset on the ground. If 
the new cold war is the price we pay for Soviets reaching the 
outer limits of their expansion and hunkering down for a little 
digestion and reflection, then so be it. 

The men in the Kremlin, writes Patrick Buchanan in the September 18, 1984 
LOS ANGELES HERALD EXAMINER, have a lot on their minds these days. More- 
over, says Buchanan, history shows that the Russians have made major 
changes only when forced to by crises and national reversals. One must keep 
this in mind when considering the changes necessary to pry Eastern Europe 
out from under Soviet domination. Mr. Buchanan elaborates further in his 
article entitled "Gromyko Needs Reagan--Not the Other Way Around. " 

While the West appears headed for a boom, led by the tremendous 
U.S. recovery, the Eastern bloc is in an economic slough... . And 
Soviet society is sick. Alcoholism is rampant; the Great Rus- 
sians are not reDroducinq themselves. More die each year than 
are born. estimated & have 
between --- five and 10 abortions -- in her lifetime.... Meanwhile, the 
Americans have regained their pre-Vietnam self-confidence; and 

A Rusiian woman, on the average, 

Reagan appears headed for a political triumph. 

With the empire in crisis and Gromyko en route, two courses will 
be pressed upon the president. The first will argue that now is 
the ideal time to strike a deal, that Moscow's need for trade, 
technology, new credits, a relaxation of tensions, is so great 
that the "carrots" of coexistence can be exchanged by the West 
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for a new arms control agreement and a return to the balmier days 
of detente, The other view--more difficult for the president 
politically--will be to continue maintaining the pressure upon 
Moscow until...as the Soviet empire approaches the edge of crack- 
ing, the ruling elite is forced for its own survival to modify 
the system, out of which its imperialistic policies naturally 
flow. 

The second course is argued by Richard Pipes in FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
[the U.S. political science quarterly]. As Reagan's former So- 
viet adviser points out, -- it is only when Moscow has experienced 2 
great crisis and national reversal that major course corrections -- are made b~ the re ime. Following the debacle in the Crimea, the 
serfs were G e h l l o w i n g  the humiliation by Japan in 1904, 
Nicholas I1 liberalized his autocratic rule. Following the near 

' collapse of his regime in 1921, Lenin turned to the West for eco- 
nomic assistance to save his regime and prevent total collapse. 

"Russian history thus strongly suggests," Pipes writes, "...that 
such changes for the better that one can expect in the nature of 
the Soviet aovernment and in its conduct of foreiqn relations 
will come agout on1 
= a p s e a n a t  --- d =wing confidence and sense - ofsecurity. 

from failures, instabilities and 1 fears of 

"This assessment is antithetical to the one that underpinned de- 
tente and that continues to dominate thinking in the foreign ser- 
vices and liberal circles in Europe and the United States--that 
the more confident and secure the Soviet elite feels, the more 
restrained its conduct will be. The latter thesis cannot be sup- 
ported by any evidence from the past." 

THE FINANCIAL TIMES of London pointed up an overlooked anniversary in its 
September 12 edition entitled "The Real Lessons of Sarajevo." In the 
article, the author showed that superpowers can get trapped in the webs of 
their own alliances, presenting a greater danger than direct competition. 

The 70th anniversary -- of the assassination of Archduke Franz Fer- 
dinand in Sarajevo has come and qone without exciting much dis- 
cussion. Yet it was arguabrthe most important even- this 
century--triggering World War I and all that followed: the Rus- 
sian revolution, the Great Depression, Hitler, and World War 11. 

The conventional wisdom is that World War I was inevitable be- 
cause of deep hostility between the two great powers which 
started it, Russia and Germany, Indeed, it has been suggested 
that current U.S.-Soviet hostility has created a pre-war situa- 
tion comparable to that existing in 1914. Both propositions are 
wrong. What brought on war in 1914 was less the hostility be- 
tween the great powers than instability in relations among the 
lesser powers to which they were allied--compounded by the mili- 
tary instability generated by hair-trigger mobilisation plans. 
These problems exist again today, and the lesson of 1914 is that 
we should focus more on resolving them than on the ups and downs 
in our relations with the Soviet Union. 

- 
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Russia and Germany had no bilateral disputes in 1914. Nor did 
they have any difficulty communicating with each other; their 
rulers met from time to time (as at a family wedding in 1913) , and 
they wrote to each other frequently via the famous "Willy-Nicky" 
letters. They were drawn into conflict because they were allied 
to Austria-Hungary and Serbia, respectively, which were in bitter 
dispute over the Serb desire to detach Austria's South Slav pro- 
vinces from Hapsburg rule .... 
When the Austrian government,.helieving that the only way to 
eliminate Serbian subversion in its South Slav provinces was to 
eliminate Serbia, used the Archduke's assassination at Sarajevo 
as an occasion to declare war on Serbia, Russia mobilised in de- 
fence of its ally and Germany felt that it had to attack Russia 
before this mobilisation could be completed .... 
Mr. Dean Rusk, U.S. Secretary of State, used to say that the two 
superpowers were not likely to fight over polar bears--the only 
creatures in the areas where their borders intersect. If these 
two countries fight at all, it will be because they are dragged 
into war, as were Russia and Germany in 1914, by conflict in 
other areas.... The fact that the U.S. and the Soviet Union had 
been making a vigorous attempt at detente at Geneva in 1956 did 
not prevent the outbreak of the Suez war from pitting them 
against each other, any more than close contacts between Hohen- 
zollerns and Romanovs prevented war in 1914.... 

The U . S .  is about to enter an election debate about foreign poli- 
cy, one in which Western Europe will also play a part. The temp- 
tation will be to focus this debate largely on detente and the 
cold war. This would be wrong. The Russians and the U . S .  will 
remain vociferous competitors, give or take a few decibels, for 
the foreseeable future. 

The one area of competition that could flare up to a crisis is Nicar-qua. 
In the face of stern U . S .  opposition, the Communist regime there is per- 
sisting in its efforts to deploy advanced fighter planes, which could be a 
threat to the entirety of Central America. Here is a report in the Septem- 
ber 20 LOS ANGELES TIMES: 

Despite U . S .  objections, Nicaragua will never renounce the right 
to create a modern air force, including up-to-date Soviet MIGs or 
other jet fighters, according to Nicaraguan Defense Minister 
Humberto Ortega. He said construction of a new airfield able to 
accommodate modern jet fighters will be completed by early next 
year. The field, which will have runways up to 13,200 feet long, 
is at Punta Huete--on Lake Managua about 13 miles northeast of 
Xanagua, the Nicaraguan capital .... 
The possible deployment by Nicaragua of modern warplanes such as 
Soviet MIG-21s has been a subject of deep concern to the Reagan 
Administration because, American spokesmen have said, their in- 
troduction into Central America could significantly alter the 
balance of power in the region. U . S .  officials have said the 
United States will permit no "advanced-performance aircraft"-- 
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such as MIGs or French Mirages--to be based in Nicaragua and have 
hinted that the United States would take action to destroy such 
planes. ... Ortega ... said the Reagan Administration is seeking to 
convert the issue of jets for Nicaragua into a modern version Of 
the Cuban missile crisis of October, 1962. 

Until the U.S. took action in late 1983, Grenada was on its way toward be- 
coming another Soviet client state. The State Department has released some 
information, published in the September 18 LOS ANGELES TIMES, on just how 
far along Grenada was down the Communist path: 

A year before the U.S.-led invasion of Grenada, then-Prime Minis- 
ter Maurice Bishop outlined in a secret speech his strategy for 
establishing a Marxist-Leninist state but warned that the plan 
m u s t  remain confidential lest it provoke American military ac- 
tion. Accordingly, Bishop said, he had invited a number of 
"bourgeois" elements to join his government so that the United 
States, mindful that "some nice fellas" had joined the revolu- 
tion, "wouldn't think about sending in troops." 

The speech was purportedly delivered before a closed meeting of 
his New Jewel Movement on September 13, 1982. American officials 
said it is the lead item in a compendium of documents captured on 
Grenada that the Reagan Administration plans to release shortly. 
In the speech, Bishop emphasized that the alliance with "bour- 
geois" elements was tactical. "They are not part of our dicta- 
torship," he said. "They are not part of our rule and control. 
We bring them in for what we want to bring them in for." 

Meanwhile, no one, it seems, wants to upset the stable "apple cart" in the 
center of Europe. A united Germany is still in no one's best interests, 
East or West. In early September, Italian Foreign Minister Giulio Andreot- 
ti, in a speech given at a Communist Party festival in Italy, said: "Pan- 
Germanism is something that must be overcome. There are two German states, 
and there must remain two German states." The remark, made at a time of 
warming relations between East and West Germany, caused outrage in Sonn. 
Andreotti later explained that he was referring to an incident in Austria, 
where protesters called for return to Austria of Alto Adige, a German- 
speaking area in northern Italy. He said he supports the long-term goal of 
German unity. The West German government said it accepted Andreotti's ex- 
planation. But it fooled nobody. The two German states he had in mind were 
certainly not Austria and the German-speaking South Tirol (Alto Adige) in 
Italy. 

--Gene 8 .  Hogberg, News Bureau 


