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WAS PASSOVER THE FOURTEENTH OR FIFTEENTH? 

by Leroy Neff 

Some of t h e  m i n i s t e r s  have  a s k e d  a b o u t  t h e  Church t e a c h i n g  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
t i m e  o f  t h e  O l d  Tes t amen t  P a s s o v e r .  T h i s  q u e s t i o n  comes a s  a r e s u l t  o f  
c e r t a i n  p a p e r s  t h a t  w e r e  c i r c u l a t e d  t h a t  conc luded  t h a t  t h e  B i b l e  a c c o u n t  
c o u l d  be e x p l a i n e d  i n  a p l a u s i b l e  way f o r  t h e  k i l l i n g  of t h e  lamb on t h e  
a f t e r n o o n  of t h e  f o u r t e e n t h  of N i s a n ,  and t h e n  e a t e n  l a t e r  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  
of t h e  f i f t e e n t h .  Even t h i s  p a p e r  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  i t  c o u l d  n o t  be  proved  
c o n c l u s i v e l y  e i t h e r  way, and t h a t  C h r i s t  k e p t  t h e  P a s s o v e r  on  t h e  e v e n i n g  
of t h e  1 4 t h , n o t  t h e  e v e n i n g  of t h e  1 5 t h ,  s e t t i n g  u s  a n  example t o  f o l l o w  
t o d a y .  

H o p e f u l l y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  comments w i l l  make it clear t h a t  t h e  Church 
t e a c h i n g  h a s  been cor rec t ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of t h e  t e a c h i n g  and p r a c t i c e  of 
J e w s  o r  o t h e r s .  

A p a r t  o f  t h e  problem l i e s  i n  t h e  meaning of t h e  words " i n  t h e  evening ' '  
o f  Exodus 12:6. There  are  t w o  s c h o o l s  of t h o u g h t  a b o u t  t h i s  t e r m  l i t e r -  
a l l y  meaning "between t h e  t w o  e v e n i n g s . "  One i s  t h a t  t h e  " t w o  e v e n i n g s "  
are ' 'noon and s u n s e t " ,  t h e  o t h e r  ' ' s u n s e t  and d a r k " .  The New B i b l e  
D i c t i o n a r y  unde r  t h e  a r t i c l e  PASSOVER states t h a t  t h i s  " c a n  s c a r c e l y  be 
d e t e r m i n e d  by e tymology."  I t  f u r t h e r  s ta tes  t h a t  t h e  t w o  v a r i a n t  r e n d e r -  
i n g s  are "based on  community p r a c t i c e . "  

The s c r i p t u r e s  make it p l a i n  t h a t  t h e  p a s s o v e r  w a s  k i l l e d  - and e a t e n  on  
t h e  1 4 t h .  Exodus 1 2 : 6  shows it w a s  k i l l e d  t h e  e v e n i n g  o f  t h e  1 4 t h  and 
e a t e n  ' ' i n  t h a t  n i g h t "  (verse 8 ) ,  n o t  t h e  n e x t  n i g h t .  The i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  
L e v i t i c u s  2 3  show t h a t  t h e  P a s s o v e r  i s  on t h e  even of t h e  1 4 t h  (verse 5 )  
and t h e  F e a s t  i s  the  1 5 t h  (verse 6 )  which i s  2 4  h o u r s  l a te r .  

I n  Numbers 9 : 5  w e  are t o l d  t h a t  t h e y  k e p t  t h e  P a s s o v e r  ( n o t  j u s t  a p a r t  of 
t h e  r i t u a l )  on t h e  f o u r t e e n t h  day .  The f o l l o w i n g  verses t e l l  of t h e  second 
Passover one  month l a t e r  when on t h e  f o u r t e e n t h  t h e y  are  t o  "keep  ~ - -  it and 
ea t  it. 'I 

I n  t h e  p l a i n s  o f  J e r i c h o  ( J o s h u a  5: lO) t h e y  k e p t  t h e  Passover ( n o t  j u s t  
p a r t  of t h e  ceremony) "on t h e  f o u r t e e n t h  day  o f  t h e  month a t  e v e n . "  The 
n e x t  day  t h e y  a te  un leavened  c a k e s  ( v e r s e  11). 

-- 

-- 

E z r a  r e c o r d s  ( E z r a  6:19) t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  who r e t u r n e d  t o  J e r u s a l e m  " k e p t  
t h e  p a s s o v e r  upon t h e  f o u r t e e n t h "  and t h e n  ( a f t e r w a r d s )  k e p t  the  Feast 
( v e r s e  2 2 ) .  

These  t e x t s  s h o u l d  make it c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  P a s s o v e r  s ac r i f i ce  w a s  o r i g i -  
n a l l y  k i l l e d  and e a t e n  on o r  d u r i n g  t h e  1 4 t h  and t h e n  t h e  F e a s t  w a s  cele- 
b r a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1 5 t h ,  2 4  h o u r s  l a t e r ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of l a t e r  p r a c t i c e  o r  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  
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OFFICIAL R U L I N G  ON 
_I 

PASSOVER 

By H e r b e r t  W. Armstrong 

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  m e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  why s o m e  m i n i s t e r s  ( p r o b a b l y  no 
l o n g e r  w i t h  t h e  Church)  s h o u l d  b e  mixed up a b o u t  whe the r  t h e  P a s s o v e r  w a s  
on  t he  1 4 t h  o r  t h e  1 5 t h  of Abib ( o r  N i s a n ) .  

A s  M r .  Neff  s t a t e s  i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g ,  ' ' c e r t a i n  p a p e r s  w e r e  c i r c u l a t e d  
t h a t  conc luded  t h a t  t h e  B i b l e  a c c o u n t  c o u l d  be  e x p l a i n e d  i n  a p l a u s i b l e  
way" t o  m i s l e a d  t h e  Church. 

F i r s t ,  l e t ' s  g e t  s e t t l e d  once  and f o r  a l l :  HOW HAS JESUS CHRIST, THE 
HEAD O F  THE CHURCH, ALWAYS PUT HIS TEACHINGS AND DOCTRINES I N T O  G O D ' S  
CHURCH? S e a r c h  t h e  book of A c t s .  S e a r c h  t h e  w r i t i n g s  of P a u l .  The 
Church a lways ,  f rom t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  received i t s  t e a c h i n g s ,  d o c t r i n e s  and 
p r a c t i c e s  FROM THE APOSTLES! And where d i d  t h e  A p o s t l e s  o b t a i n  t h e s e  
t e a c h i n g s ?  D i r e c t  f rom J e s u s  C h r i s t  who t a u g h t  them I N  PERSON. J e s u s  
w a s  t h e  PERSONAL Word o f  God. The B i b l e  i s  t h e  WRITTEN Word of  God--the 
same t e a c h i n g s  and t r u t h s  p r e c i s e l y .  Some of  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  and p r a c t i c e s  
i n j e c t e d  i n t o  t h e  Church were o b t a i n e d  by t h e  A p o s t l e s  f rom t h e  PROPHETS. 
The Church i s  founded on t h e  A p o s t l e s  and  P r o p h e t s ,  J e s u s  C h r i s t  b e i n g  
c h i e f  c o r n e r s t o n e .  ALL o f f i c i a l  t e a c h i n g ,  d o c t r i n e ,  and p r a c t i c e  i n  
God's Church t o d a y  h a s  been p u t  i n  t h e  Church by J e s u s  C h r i s t  THROUGH H I S  
CBOSEN APOSTLE! 

- 

Ggd s a y s  H e  i s  a j e a l o u s  God. T h a t  i s ,  H e  does n o t  a l low any o t h e r  
t o  u s u r p  H i s  p l a c e  o r  a u t h o r i t y !  Each of you m i n i s t e r s  s h o u l d  f e e l  t h e  
same way a b o u t  anyone else j e r k i n g  t h e  r u g  o u t  from under  you o r  u s u r p i n g ,  
w i t h o u t  a u t h o r i t y ,  your  p l a c e .  I f ee l  t h a t  way a b o u t  t h e  A p o s t l e s h i p  
J e s u s  C h r i s t  h a s  c o n f e r r e d  on m e .  

Now l e t  m e ,  once and f o r  a l l ,  t a k e  s p a c e  t o  MAKE CRYSTAL CLEAR t h e  
t r u t h  a b o u t  whe the r  t h e  P a s s o v e r  i s  on t h e  1 4 t h  o r  t h e  1 5 t h .  UNDERSTAND 
t h i s !  Teach i t  t o  y o u r  c o n g r e g a t i o n s !  

The c h i l d r e n  o f  Israel  w e r e  s l a v e s  i n  Egyp t ,  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  sec tor  
of Goshen. 
and lead t h e m  o u t  of it. You and I have been  i n  s l a v e r y  t o  SIN. I t  h a s  
been  God ' s  p u r p o s e  t o  l e a d  u s  o u t  of i t  i n t o  the  FREEDOM o f  G o d ' s  r i g h t -  
eousness !  

Through Moses God w a s  a b o u t  t o  d e l i v e r  them from t h a t  s l a v e r y  

Through Moses and Aaron,  God had s e n t  a number of p l a g u e s  on Egypt .  
H e  t o o k  t h e i r  va r ious  objec ts  of worsh ip  and t u r n e d  them i n t o  p l a g u e s  
t h a t  t o rmen ted  t h e  E g y p t i a n s .  I n  God's LOVE f o r  t h e  E g y p t i a n s ,  H e  w a s  
showing them t h a t  t h e i r  f a l s e  gods  w e r e  enemies ,  n o t  b e n e f a c t o r s !  

b o r n  i n  e a c h  househo ld .  H e  gave  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  I s rae l i tes  t h a t  a t  
even  (between t h e  t w o  even ings - - "dusk , "  American J e w i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n )  on  
t h e  1 4 t h  of N i s a n  t h e y  w e r e  t o  k i l l  a l a m b .  
C h r i s t ,  t o  be s l a i n  f o r  o u r  s i n s .  

F i n a l l y  t h e r e  w a s  one  l a s t  p l a g u e .  God would s t r i k e  d e a d  t h e  f i r s t -  

T h i s  l a m b  w a s  a t y p e  of 

They w e r e  t o  t a k e  t h e  lamb on t h e  1 0 t h  day  of  N i san  (Exodus 12:3). 
They w e r e  t o  " k e e p  it up u n t i l  t h e  f o u r t e e n t h  day  o f  t h e  s a m e  month" 
(verse 6 )  and " k i l l  it i n  t h e  evening ' '  (be tween t h e  t w o  e v e n i n g s ,  Margin-- 
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v e r s e  6 ) .  Now w a s  t h i s  the l a t e  a f t e r n o o n  n e a r  t h e  end of the  1 4 t h  day ,  
o r  between s u n s e t  and dark  (dusk)  a t  t h e  beginning? The fo l lowing  
S c r i p t u r e s  make t h i s  abundant ly  CLEAR for t h o s e  w i l l i n g  t o  r e c e i v e  GOD'S 
TRUTH ! 

Next, v e r s e  7 ,  t h e y  w e r e  t o  s t r i k e  t h e  lamb's  blood on t h e  two s i d e -  
p o s t s  and upper doorpos t  of each  house. 

That  n i g h t  t h e  d e a t h  ange l  w a s  t o  come by s t r i k i n g  dead t h e  f i r s t -  
born i n  a l l  Egypt excep t  where t h e  blood w a s  on t h e  house f ron t .  The ange l  
w a s  t o  "PASS OVER" a l l  t h o s e  houses  p r o t e c t e d  by t h i s  blood.  

They w e r e  t o  e a t  t h e  r o a s t  lamb t h a t  n i g h t  w i t h  b i t t e r  h e r b s  and 
unleavened bread.  They w e r e  t o  e a t  it w i t h  s t a f f  i n  hand and prepared  
t o  f l e e .  

Nothing w a s  t o  remain u n t i l  t h e  morning ( d a y l i g h t ) ,  y e t  --- i n  t h e  morn- 
i n g  t h e y  w e r e  s t i l l  there, for  t h e n  t h e y  w e r e  t o  burn w h a t  remained w i t h  
f i r e  (verse 1 0 ) .  Again (NOTE CAREFULLY!) on t h a t  n i g h t  none of t h e  
Israel i tes  w e r e  t o  go o u t s i d e  h i s  house: "and none of you s h a l l  go o u t  of  
t h e  door  of  h i s  house u n t i l  t h e  morning" ( v e r s e  2 2 ) .  

I F ,  as  some would TWIST God's s a c r e d  Word, t h e y  k i l l e d  t h e  lamb l a t e  
a f t e r n o o n  n e a r  the end of the 14 th  day,  t h e n  t h e y  w e r e  t o  remain i n  t h e i r  
houses  a l l  t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  1 5 t h ,  u n t i l  morning, and i n  t h e  morning burn 
what w a s  l e f t  o f  t h e  lamb. HOW, t h e n ,  cou ld  t h e y  have gone o u t  of Egypt 
on t h e  1 5 t h  of Nisan ( o r  Abib) BY N I G H T ?  "For i n  t h e  month of  Abib t h e  
LORD t h y  God brought  t h e e  f o r t h o u t  o f  Egypt - ,  BY N I G H T "  (Deut. 16:l). 

Not ice  Numbers  3 3 : 3 :  "They depa r t ed  from R a m e s e s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  month, 
on t h e  f i f t e e n t h  day of t h e  f i r s t  month: on t h e  morrow a f t e r  t h e  passover  
t h e  c h i l d r e n  of Israel  went o u t  w i t h  a h igh  hand i n  t h e  s i g h t  of a l l  t h e  
-- - -- - 
Egyptians.  

They went o u t  of  Egypt on t h e  morrow a f t e r  the Passove r ,  on t h e  1 5 t h ,  
and BY N I G H T !  

P u t  t h i s  t o g e t h e r .  A t  dusk ,  t h e  beginning  of t h e  1 4 t h ,  t h e y  k i l l e d  
t h e  lamb and s p r i n k l e d  i t s  blood on t h e  d o o r p o s t s  o u t s i d e  t h e i r  houses .  
They remained i n  t h e i r  houses  a l l  t h a t  n i g h t .  T h e i r  o n l y  p r o t e c t i o n  w a s  
remaining I N  THE HOUSE WHERE THE BLOOD w a s  s p r i n k l e d  on the  o u t s i d e  door. 
They D I D  NOT DEPART FROM EGYPT ON THE SAME N I G H T  THEY KILLED THE PASSOVER! 

Next morning, d a y l i g h t  t h e  1 4 t h ,  t h e y  burned t h e  l e a v i n g s  of t h e  
lamb, t h e n  s p o i l e d  the Egyp t i ans ,  g a t h e r i n g  t h e i r  go ld  and si lver.  Then 
t h a t  n i g h t ,  a f t e r  s u n s e t ,  beginning  of t h e  1 5 t h ,  t h e  m o r r o w  a f t e r  t h e  
Passove r ,  t h e y  s t a r t e d  o u t  of Egypt BY N I G H T !  

No t i ce  N u m b e r s  28:16-17: "And i n  t h e  f o u r t e e n t h  day of t h e  f i r s t  
month i s  t h e  passover  of t h e  LORD. And i n  ( n o t  a f t e r )  t h e  f i f t e e n t h  day 
of t h i s  month i s  t h e  f e a s t :  seven days shall unleavened b read  be e a t e n . "  

Now t o  t h e  N e w  Testament.  

Obviously it w a s  IMPOSSIBLE f o r  J e s u s  t o  be  c r u c i f i e d  a t  dusk on t h e  
beginning  of the 1 4 t h  day of  Abib and a l so  t a k e  t h e  Passover--when H e  
changed it i n t o  t h e  NEW Testament Passover - -a t  one and t h e  same t i m e .  So 
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J e s u s  t o o k  t h e  P a s s o v e r ,  INSTITUTING AND SETTING THE TIME OF THE NEW 
TESTAMENT PASSOVER on t h e  e v e n i n g  o f  t h e  14th--same t i m e  t h e  lamb had 
been k i l l e d  i n  a n c i e n t  I s r a e l - - b u t  t h e  ROMANS c r u c i f i e d  H i m  i n  t h e  a f t e r -  
noon o f  t h e  same 1 4 t h  day .  I t  w a s  t h e  ROMANS who d i d  t h e i r  p a r t  ( c r u c i -  
f y i n g )  a t  a d i f f e r e n t  t i m e  o f  day .  But  J e s u s  i n s t i t u t e d  t h e  New Testa-  
ment P a s s o v e r  a t  t h e  p r e c i s e  t i m e  o f  day  w e  t a k e  t h e  P a s s o v e r  t o d a y .  

--- 

But by t h a t  t i m e  t h e  J e w s  had begun t o  c a l l  t h e  seven  d a y s  o f  un- 
l e a v e n e d  b r e a d  by t h e  name " P a s s o v e r . "  

J e s u s  had s e n t  d i s c i p l e s  t o  p r e p a r e  t h e  Passover.  "NOW when t h e  even  
( d u s k )  w a s  come, he s a t  down w i t h  t h e  twelve" ( Y a t t .  26:20). 

Now Mark 1 4 : l - 2 :  " A f t e r  two d a y s  w a s  ( o m i t t i n g  u n i n s p i r e d  i t a l i c i z e d  
words)  t h e  p a s s o v e r ,  and  o f  un leavened  b r e a d :  and t h e  c h i e f  p r i e s t s  and 
t h e  s c r i b e s  s o u g h t  how t h e y  migh t  t a k e  H i m  by c r a f t ,  and  p u t  him t o  d e a t h .  
But t h e y  s a i d ,  ' N o t  on  t h e  f e a s t  day  [ a n n u a l  h o l y  day--Abib 151 l e s t  t h e r e  
be  an  u p r o a r  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .  ' I '  

So n o t i c e ,  J e s u s  w a s  n o t  t o  b e  t a k e n  and c r u c i f i e d  on  t h e  a n n u a l  h o l y  
d a y ,  t h e  1 5 t h .  

Now n o t i c e  L u k e ' s  a c c o u n t .  "Then came t h e  day  o f  Unleavened Bread ,  
on which t h e  p a s s o v e r  lamb had t o  b e  s a c r i f i c e d "  (Luke 2 2 : 7 ,  RSV). I t  
d o e s  n o t  s a y  " F e a s t  of Unleavened Bread" b u t  "day"  - of  un leavened  b r e a d .  
Unleavened bread w a s  t o  be used  a t  Passover, b u t  un leavened  b r e a d  w a s  NOT 
t o  b e  removed from t h e  house  u n t i l  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  day- - the  " p r e p a r a t i o n "  
day  b e f o r e  t h e  a n n u a l  S a b b a t h .  

And when t h e  hour  w a s  come, J e s u s  sa t  down w i t h  t h e  d i s c i p l e s .  A t  
t h i s  l a s t  Passover t h e y  p a r t o o k  o f  roas t  l a m b  and  a m e a l .  But  a f t e r  t h a t ,  
s a m e  e v e n i n g ,  J e s u s  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  NEW TESTAMENT service o f  t h e  b r e a d  
and wine.  

A f t e r  t h i s  P a s s o v e r ,  b e g i n n i n g  cf 'he  1 4 t h ,  a f t e r  s u n s e t ,  J e s u s  a n a  
t h e  d i s c i p l e s  went  o u t s i d e .  L a t e r  t h a t  n i g h t  t h e  b l o o d t h i r s t y  men, headed 
by J u d a s  I s c a r i o t ,  came and s e i z e d  J e s u s .  

A l l  t h r o u g h  t h a t  n i g h t - - t h e  1 4 t h - - t h e  n i g h t  before  t h e  a n n u a l  S a b b a t h ,  
t h e y  t o o k  J e s u s  t o  b e  t r i ed  b e f o r e  one judge  and a n o t h e r ,  F i n a l l y ,  by 
d a y l i g h t ,  s t i l l  t h e  1 4 t h ,  J e s u s  w a s  b r o u g h t  before P i l a t e .  U n b e l i e v i n g  
J e w s  c r i e d  o u t  f o r  His c r u c i f i x i o n .  

F i n a l l y  t h a t  morning ,  t h e  1 4 t h ,  J e s u s  w a s  s c o u r g e d ,  b e a t e n  s e v e r e l y  
w i t h  s t r i p e s ,  t h e n  o r d e r e d  t o  c a r r y  h i s  own cross t o  Golgo tha  o u t s i d e  t h e  
c i t y  w a l l .  H e  w a s  c r u c i f i e d  a t  a b o u t  9 a . m .  H e  d i e d  a t  a b o u t  3 p.m. 
Joseph of Ar imathaea  took H i s  dead  body. H i s  own new and  u n f i n i s h e d  tomb 
w a s  d i r e c t l y  below Golgotha .  H e  had t o  h a s t e n  t o  have  the  body p r o p e r l y  
p r e p a r e d  and  b u r i e d  before t h e  h o l y  day  came on a t  s u n s e t .  

I t h i n k  t h i s  sets t h e  record s t r a i g h t .  The Passover,  o f f i c i a l l y ,  
i s  t h e  eve o f  t h e  1 4 t h  day- - the  n i g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  day  f o r  t h e  
a n n u a l  h o l y  day  which comes o n  a t  s u n s e t .  

G o d  commands u s  t h r o u g h  P a u l  t h a t  w e  a l l  s p e a k  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g  ( I  C o r .  
l:lO), t h a t  t h e r e  be no d i v i s i o n s  among us!  
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Judaism today  keeps ONLY t h e  F e a s t .  They r e j e c t  C h r i s t ,  so could 
n o t  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  memorial of H i s  dea th .  B u t  t h e y  c a l l  it "Passover . "  

IMPORTANT B I L L  BEFORE CALIFORNIA STATE LEGISLATURE 

The C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i s  c o n s i d e r i n g  a b i l l  t h a t  would v i r -  
t u a l l y  e l i m i n a t e  a l l  t h e  " s u p e r v i s o r y  powers" which t h e  At to rney  General  
has  been c l a iming  i n  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Corpora t ions  Code ( n o t  t h a t  he has  
a c t u a l l y  had them under t h e  h i g h e r  law of t h e  f e d e r a l  C o n s t i t u t i o n ) .  A s  
you w i l l  r e c a l l ,  h i s  claims w e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  based on a p o r t i o n  of t h e  
C a l i f o r n i a  Corpora t ions  Code ( s e c t i o n  9 5 0 5 )  which became infamous when 
it w a s  used a g a i n s t  God's Church i n  January  1 9 7 9 .  

S t a t e  S e n a t o r  P e t r i s '  b i l l  (which i s  a p o l i t i c a l  h o t  p o t a t o )  would, if 
passed ,  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h a t  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  l e g i s l a t u r e  r e a l i z e s  t h a t  t h e r e  
has  been a g r o s s  ove r s t epp ing  of t h e  law. The b i l l  i s  s t r o n g l y  suppor ted  
by o t h e r  C a l i f o r n i a  churches  and t h e  ACLU who a r e  alarmed by t h e  invas ion  
of The Worldwide Church of God i n  1 9 7 9  and t h e  At to rney  G e n e r a l ' s  con t in -  
ued a t t e m p t s  t o  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  Church 's  i n t e r n a l  workings.  

Following i s  an  a r t i c l e  from t h e  Pasadena S t a r  N e w s  ( d a t e d  March 20th)  
which r e p o r t e d  on t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  b i l l  des igned  t o  r e p e a l  p a r t  of t h e  
C a l i f o r n i a  C o r p o r a t i o n ' s  Code. 

Church chiefs back 
probe-law repeal 

SACRAMENTO (AP) - A group of religious 
leaders, representing major Protestant and Jewish 
organizations, backed legislation Wednesday to 
repeal a new law giving the state attorney general 
power to inspect church records. 

The churchmen were backed by Brent Barnhart, 
a lawyer for the American Civil Liberties Union. 

At a Capitol hews conference, the group an- 
nounced support for SB1493 introduced by Sen. 
Nicholas Petris, DOakland, which would repeal a 
law effective since Jan. 1 giving the state attorney 
general power to examine church records when he 
determines there are "reasonable grounds." 

The new law was part of a massive rewrite of the 
statute concerning non-profit corporations, which 

was passed by the Legislature last year with the 
backing of the State Bar. Barnhart said the provi- 
sion about church inspections attracted little no- 
tice. 

It was under the former law that records of the 
Pasadena-based Worldwide Church of God were 
placed in receivership by the Los Angeles Superior 
Court in January 1979 in a state investigation of 
alleged misuse of church funds by church leaders. 

The church has the case before the 9th U.S. Cir- 
'cuit Court of Appeals claiming an unconstitutional 
violation of freedom of religion. 

The attorney general brought suit against the 
church and church leaders, claiming church funds 
are a charitable trust governed by state law and 
which the attorney general must protect. 

It is not certain whether the new state law or its 
repeal would have an effect on the state's case 
against the Worldwide Church of God since the at- 
torney general's action was based on the former 
law. 
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FROM MINISTERIAL SERVICES 

With t h e  Passover f a s t  approaching,  several men have been a sk ing  about  
whether o r  n o t  c h i l d r e n ,  t e e n a g e r s ,  p rospec t ive  members or  i n t e r e s t e d  
unconverted i n d i v i d u a l s  could  a t t e n d  t h e  Passover service. M r .  Armstrong 
has  i n s t r u c t e d  u s  t h a t  __c on ly  bap t i zed  members are t o  a t t e n d  - o r  p a r t i c i p a t e  
i n  t h e  Passover  service. 

Once a g a i n  s e v e r a l  Pasadena m i n i s t e r s  w i l l  be a b l e  t o  v i s i t  s o m e  of  t h e  
f i e l d  churches  du r ing  t h e  Days of  Unleavened Bread. On t h e  f i r s t  day of 
Unleavened Bread, M r .  E l l i s  L a R a v i a  w i l l  speak t o  t h e  combined services 
of t h e  Tampa, S t .  Pe t e r sburg ,  and Lakeland, F l o r i d a  churches;  M r .  Dean 
Blackwell  w i l l  speak t o  t h e  Peoria,  I l l i n o i s  Church; M r .  Burk M c N a i r  w i l l  
speak t o  t h e  Rochester ,  New York Church, and M r .  Dick Ames w i l l  be speak- 
i n g  t o  t h e  B a k e r s f i e l d ,  Fresno and V i s a l i a  churches.  

The schedule  f o r  t h e  l a s t  day of Unleavened Bread i s  as fo l lows :  

M r .  Dave A l b e r t  Midland, T X  

M r .  Greg Alb rech t  R i v e r s i d e ,  CA 

M r .  Richard Ames Santa  R o s a ,  CA 
Modesto, CA 
F a i r f i e l d ,  CA 
Sacramento, CA 

M r .  Dean Blackwell  Sioux F a l l s ,  SD 
Watertown, SD 

M r .  George G e i s  L a s  Vegas, NV 

M r .  C a r l t o n  Green Garden Grove, CA 

M r .  John Halford F a y e t t e v i l l e ,  AR 
F t .  Smith, AR 
Mena, AR 

M r .  Burk M c N a i r  Houston, T X  

M r .  Raymond M c N a i r  Chicago, I L  

M r .  Leroy Neff 

M r .  Richard R i c e  

N a s h v i l l e ,  TN 
Cookevi l le ,  TN 
Murfreesboro, TN 

Baton Rouge, LA 
LaFayet te ,  LA 
N e w  Or leans ,  LA 

Scheduled f o r  t h e  Sabbath of A p r i l  5 t h  are: 

M r .  Herber t  W. Armstrong Chicago, I L  

M r .  John Hal ford  J o p l i n ,  MO 
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M r .  Burk M c N a i r  

M r .  Leroy Neff 

Lake Char l e s ,  LA 
Beaumont, T X  

Dickson, TN 
Jackson,  TN 

P lay ing  M r .  Armstrong's B i b l e  Study Tapes 

M r .  Armstrong i s  making t h e  B ib le  s tudy  t a p e s  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  u se  a t  B i b l e  
s t u d i e s ,  r a t h e r  than  Sabbath s e r v i c e s .  H e  f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  b r e t h r e n  need 
t o  hea r  t h e i r  p a s t o r  speak a t  s e r v i c e s .  The t a p e s  should be used a t  B ib le  
s t u d i e s  and e v e n t u a l l y  a l l  of  them should be played.  

Th i s  does n o t  mean, however, t h a t  t h e y  must be  played every  week. There 
are o f t e n  s t u d i e s  t h a t  a p a s t o r  needs t o  b r i n g  t o  h i s  congrega t ion  on a 
s p e c i a l  s u b j e c t ,  or a t  a p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  
d o n ' t  worry about  it. J u s t  p l a y  them i n  t h e  c o r r e c t  o r d e r  and as  o f t e n  
as  i s  p r a c t i c a l .  The t a p e s  are  ve ry  impor tan t ,  c o n t a i n i n g  much v i t a l  
i n s t r u c t i o n  and teaching .  Don't  n e g l e c t  them. But M r .  Armstrong d o e s n ' t  
want you t o  n e g l e c t  t h e  s p e c i a l  needs of your p a r t i c u l a r  congrega t ion  
e i t h e r .  Both are extremely impor tan t  t o  t h e  growth of God's people .  

Occas iona l ly  you may want your whole congrega t ion  t o  h e a r  a p a r t i c u l a r  
B ib le  s tudy  t a p e ,  because of i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  it t h a t  you f e e l  a l l  t h e  
b r e t h r e n  r e a l l y  need. I n  a case l i k e  t h a t  it i s  f i n e  t o  p l a y  t h e  t a p e  
f o r  Sabbath s e r v i c e s .  A f t e r  a t a p e  i s  p layed ,  it should be p laced  i n  t h e  
Church l i b r a r y  f o r  f u t u r e  r e f e r e n c e  by t h e  b r e t h r e n .  

I f  any o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  a r i se  concerning M r .  Armstrong 's  B ib le  s tudy  t a p e s ,  
p l e a s e  w r i t e  i n .  

More Good N e w s  From Canada 

I f  you g e t  behind on t h e  t a p e s ,  

And everyone thought  January  w a s  a b i g  month! Once a g a i n  February 
produced record-breaking f i g u r e s  all around. Incoming m a i l  shows a 
2 6 4 . 5 %  i n c r e a s e  over  t h i s  p e r i o d  l a s t  year .  Responses t o  t h i s  y e a r ' s  
s p e c i a l  newspaper f l y e r  campaign have pushed t h e  year - to-da te  f i g u r e  fo r  
ad responses  3,066% ahead of  l a s t  year! I n  t h e  f i r s t  t w o  months of 1980, 
t h e  o f f i c e  has  r ece ived  82,025 ad responses--more than  t h e  combined t o t a l  
of t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s .  Every o t h e r  ca t egory  of incoming m a i l  a l s o  
shows a p o s i t i v e  i n d i c a t o r .  Regular m a i l  i s  up 6 1 . 9 % ,  donat ion  ma i l  9% 
and t h e  v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n d i c a t o r ,  income, i s  up 2 6 %  g i v i n g  a year- to-  
d a t e  f i n a n c i a l  i n c r e a s e  of 2 0 % .  

A change f o r  t h e  b e t t e r  i n  t h e  number of newsstand responses  h a s  been 
noted  ove r  t h e  month. The f i r s t  32-page newsstand i s s u e  f o r  February/ 
March has  y i e l d e d  f o u r  t i m e s  t h e  number o f  responses  normally r ece ived  
i n  one month. S ince  t h e  Canadian newsstand v e r s i o n  i s  now bi-monthly, 
t h e  f i g u r e  i s  expected t o  climb y e t  more. The cover  f e a t u r e d  a Canadian 
s k i e r  and t i e d  i n  w i t h  t h e  Winter Olympics. A T.V. ad p l aced  i n  t h r e e  
p rov inces  produced 500 t o l l  f r e e  c a l l s  and gave added f a m i l i a r i t y  t o  t h e  
magazine 's  cover .  
Increases Continue i n  t h e  United Kinadom 

The Adver t i s ing  Program i s  o f f  t o  a ve ry  good start.  On t h e  9 t h  of  
February,  a new yea r  of newspaper a d v e r t i s i n g  w a s  begun w i t h  an a d v e r t i s e -  
ment on page 9 o f  t h e  Dai ly  Mail--a middle class newspaper which t e n d s  t o  
avoid t h e  w o r s t  g o s s i p  r e p o r t i n g ,  y e t  w i thou t  being t o o  d r y  and formal.  
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Unlike l a s t  y e a r ,  i t  was dec ided  - no t  t o  u s e  a book le t  t o  i n t e r e s t  people  
and t h e n  l a t e r  send them t h e  P l a i n  Tyuth,  b u t  t o  push t h e  magazine d i -  
r e c t l y .  The f e e l i n g  was t h a t  t h i s  cour se  would prove more e f f e c t i v e - - a n  
approach p o s i t i v e l y  confirmed by our  new a d v e r t i s i n g  agency i n  England 
which s p e c i a l i z e s  i n  d i r e c t  r e sponses  ( i . e .  where a coupon h a s  t o  be re- 
t u r n e d ) .  

Looking a t  t h e  ad r e a l i s t i c a l l y  caused apprehens ion .  Even though t h e  new 
adve r t i s emen t  had an e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  approach ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  i t  was f e l t  
t h a t  a n t i c i p a t i n g  a cos t  p e r  response  of under 3 : O O  pounds may be ove r  
o p t i m i s t i c .  These worr ies  w e r e  g round les s .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  have 
been exce l l en t - -wi th  w e l l  ove r  2 , 0 0 0  r e sponses  t o  d a t e .  The c o s t  p e r  
response  now s t a n d s  a t  j u s t  0 . 7 2  pounds and i s  s t i l l  f a l l i n g  as t h e  l a s t  
r e p l i e s  t r i c k l e  i n .  

A l l  are e a g e r l y  look ing  forward t o  t h e  campaign s p r e a d i n g ,  n o t  o n l y  t o  
o t h e r  newspapers i n  t h e  U . K . ,  b u t  t o  t h e  res t  of Engl i sh-speaking  Europe. 

A s  mentioned p r e v i o u s l y ,  January  s a w  a record-breaking  i n c r e a s e  i n  m a i l  
income of  39% ove r  t h e  same month l a s t  y e a r .  T h i s  i n c r e a s e  was t h e  
h i g h e s t  e v e r  i n  t h e  U . K .  up t o  t h a t  d a t e .  However, January  d i d n ' t  ho ld  
t h e  r e c o r d  f o r  v e r y  long! February  w e l l  exceeded it w i t h  a 50% i n c r e a s e  
i n  income over February of  a y e a r  ago. 

These f i g u r e s  i n d i c a t e  a genuine t r e n d  toward r e d e d i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  job  a t  
hand. And though t h e  f i n a l  i n c r e a s e  i n  March i s  n o t  expec ted  t o  be n e a r l y  
as g r e a t  i n  pe rcen tage  terms--due t o  an e x c e p t i o n a l  30% recorded  l a s t  y e a r  
--the upward t r e n d  of t h e  income i t s e l f  seems t o  be  con t inu ing .  

--Joe Tkach, M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  

FEAST ADVISER SELECTION 

J u s t  a reminder  t o  t h o s e  m i n i s t e r s  who have 
n o t  y e t  mai led  t h e i r  f e a s t  a d v i s e r  s e l e c t i o n s  
t o  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s .  Please do so a s  soon 
as  p o s s i b l e  a s  w e  p l a n  t o  p r i n t  t h e  a d v i s e r s '  
names on t h e  f e s t i v a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  The a p p l i -  
c a t i o n s  are scheduled  t o  be mai led  on A p r i l  3 
and 4 .  Thank you f o r  your coope ra t ion !  

- - F e s t i v a l  Opera t ions  

- 

MAJOR BREAKTHROUGH I N  P R I N T I N G  THE PLAIN TRUTH 

W e  have a n o t h e r  b i g  s t e p  forward t o  r e p o r t  i n  t h e  P u b l i s h i n g  S e r v i c e s  area 
of  God's Work. Beginning t h i s  month w e  a r e  s t a r t i n g  a new magazine pro-  
d u c t i o n  procedure  f o r  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  P T ,  normally p r i n t e d  i n  Manila ,  
and f o r  t h e  Caribbean PT,  normal ly  p r i n t e d  i n  Bogota, Columbia. 

Th i s  month w i l l  be ou r  f i r s t  run  h e r e  i n  t h e  United S ta t e s  w i t h  what w e  
r e f e r  t o  as  "compat ib le  p r i n t i n g . "  W e  i n  P u b l i s h i n g  are v e r y  e x c i t e d  about  
t h i s  because  i t  i s  something w e  have worked on w i t h  t h e  v a r i o u s  PLAIN 
TRUTH e d i t o r s  s i n c e  1 9 7 1 .  Now, through t h e  h e l p  of D r .  Hoeh and D e x t e r  
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Faulkner  and t h e  coopera t ion  of t h e  ove r seas  e d i t o r s ,  we  w i l l  r e a l i z e  %he 
f r u i t i o n  of n e a r l y  t e n  y e a r s  of work. Compatible p r i n t i n g  i s  v e r y  simple 
b u t  i nvo lves  a ve ry  c l o s e  team e f f o r t  between E d i t o r i a l  and Product ion .  

Simply s t a t e d ,  c o m p a t i b i l i t y  means t h a t  each d i f f e r e n t  v e r s i o n  of t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  PLAIN TRUTH ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  f o r e i g n  language v e r s i o n s )  u ses  
t he  same color p i c t u r e s  i n  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  same p o s i t i o n ,  t h e  only  t h i n g  
t h a t  changes i s  t h e  t e x t .  Bel ieve  it o r  n o t ,  w e  do have about  1 7  d i f f e r -  
e n t  v e r s i o n s  of t h e  P L A I N  TRUTH around t h e  world.  A l l  of  them are p u t  
t o g e t h e r  here  i n  Pasadena. Imagine t h e  tremendous amount of t i m e  and 
money t h a t  would be consumed i f  each of t h e s e  v e r s i o n s  used d i f f e r e n t  
p i c t u r e s  and l a y o u t s .  W e l l ,  t h a t  w a s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  p a s t !  Now w e  
n o t  on ly  have a c o n s i s t e n t  message, b u t  a l s o  a b a s i c  approach t o  PLAIN 
TRUTH product ion  worldwide. 

- 

Compa t ib i l i t y  i s  ve ry  impor tan t  t o  t h e  Work because for  the  f i r s t  t i m e  
ever it enab les  .areas l i k e  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  and t h e  Caribbean,  each w i t h  
i t s  own ve ry  s m a l l  budget ,  t o  t a k e  advantage of t h e  long  U.S. PT p r i n t  
run. Having t h e i r  32-page PT tagged on t h e  end of  t h e  U . S .  PT e d i t i o n  
p r i n t e d  h e r e  i n  t h e  United S ta tes  saves  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  amount of money. 

Compatible p r i n t i n g  a lso b e n e f i t s  t h e  32-page e d i t i o n s  of t h e  Dutch, 
German, Spanish  and French P l a i n  Tru ths  which can now b e  p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  
same way; e i t h e r  h e r e  i n  t h e  United States  o r  a t  ou r  Ambassador Press i n  
t h e  United Kingdom. Compatible p r i n t i n g  w i l l  save God's Work many man 
hours  and consequent ly  thousands of d o l l a r s  p e r  y e a r ,  and w i l l  e s p e c i a l l y  
b e n e f i t  t h o s e  ove r seas  areas w i t h  l i m i t e d  r e sources .  

- -Publ ishing S e r v i c e s  

MAIL COMMENTS 

This  week ' s  m a i l  comments begin  w i t h  e n t h u s i a s t i c  comments about  M r .  
Armstrong's " p a r a t r o o p e r s , "  t h e  teams of m i n i s t e r s  from Pasadena who have 
been speaking i n  l o c a l  church areas i n  t h e  Sou theas t  and showing t h e  doc- 
umentary f i l m ,  THE FIRST AMENDMENT: CHURCH VERSUS STATE. Then WORLDWIDE 
NEWS s u b s c r i b e r s  expres s  h o w  much they  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  up-to-date coverage 
of Church news. F i n a l l y ,  l i s t e n e r s  remark about  how The WORLD TOMORROW 
b roadcas t  con t inues  t o  c a r r y  a s t r o n g  warning message t o  t h e  world.  

- - M a i l  P rocess ing  Center  

G - I 1  Tours Receive Posi t ive Response 

L a s t  Sabbath w e ,  t h e  members of t h e  G a i n e s v i l l e ,  F l o r i d a  Church, had 
t h e  honor t o  h e a r  M r .  N e f f  and M r .  Snook and t o  see t h e  f i l m  of ou r  
c o u r t  case and l e g a l  a c t i o n .  I t  w a s  a b l e s s i n g  t o  hea r  one of God's 
e v a n g e l i s t s  and t o  be drawn n e a r e r  t o  headquar t e r s  and you, God's 
a p o s t l e ,  as a r e s u l t .  Thank you f o r  t h e  v i s i t i n g  program you have 
i n s t i t u t e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  cement t h e  temple " t i g h t e r "  t o g e t h e r .  

--Gary Bast ie  (Ocala, FL) 

I r e a l l y  enjoyed t h e  s p e c i a l  Sabbath s e r v i c e  we had i n  t h e  S t .  
Pe t e r sburg  Church when M r .  Raymond M c N a i r  and M r .  Joe Kotora v i s i t e d  
us. The whole service was very  i n s p i r i n g  and u p l i f t i n g .  Thanks f o r  
making it p o s s i b l e .  The G - I 1  i s  r e a l l y  a g r e a t  b l e s s i n g  t o  t h e  Work. 

--Lavene V o r e l  ( S t .  Pe t e r sburg ,  FL)  
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L a s t  S a b b a t h  w e  had t h e  team from Pasadena  w i t h  t h e  documentary f i l m .  
M r .  R icha rd  R i c e  gave  a wonder fu l  sermon on u n i t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  s c r i p -  
u r e s  you want u s  t o  b e  f ami l i a r  w i t h .  I t  i s  good t o  have  them v i s i t  
w i t h  t h e  c h u r c h e s  and  b r i n g  your  message t o  u s .  

--Marcheta Godwin (Madison,  FL)  

W e  had t h e  documentary f i l m  and t h e  sermon by Mr. Tkach l a s t  Sabba th  
and j u s t  wanted  t o  l e t  you know I t h i n k  b o t h  w e r e  j u s t  g r e a t .  

- - M r s .  A r t h u r  T a i t  ( P u n t a  Gorda, F L )  

M e m b e r s  Atmreciate W o r l d w i d e  N e w s  

The WORLDWIDE NEWS i s  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g - - a t  l e a s t  w e  c a n  b e l i e v e  what  
w e  r e a d  i t  it! 

- - M r s .  G e r a l d  Shireman ( R i c h l a n d  C e n t e r ,  W I )  

The J a n u a r y  2 8 t h  WORLDWIDE NEWS w a s  e n c o u r a g i n g .  Your [ M r .  Arm-  
s t r o n g ' s ]  page  o n e  a r t i c l e  w a s  an  e x c e l l e n t  p roo f  of y o u r  v i t a l i t y .  
The a r t i c l e  w a s  s u p e r b l y  w r i t t e n .  Keep up t h e  good work. 

--Michael Mor r i son  ( O t t a w a ,  K S )  

I j u s t  comple t ed  r e a d i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  WORLDWIDE NEWS and  w a s  g r e a t l y  
i m p r e s s e d  by t h e  many f i n e  a r t i c l e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  one  c o n c e r n i n g  
t h e  China  t r i p  and  t h e  S t a t e  v e r s u s  Church i s s u e .  

- -Kei th  C r o c k e t t  ( S t .  J o s e p h ,  MO) 

I do  e n j o y  M r .  R a d e r ' s  answers  i n  t h e  "Forum." I t  g ives  u s  m o r e  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  Work and how t o  p r a y  b e t t e r  f o r  t h e  Work. 

- - M r s .  M y r t l e  H a r e  (Morgantown, WV) 

L i s t e n e r s  L i s t e n  t o  B r o a d c a s t  

I w a s  d r i v i n g  l a s t  n i g h t  when I h e a r d  you on t h e  r ad io .  You w e r e  
d i s c u s s i n g  how a l l  c h u r c h e s  p o s s e s s  s o m e  t r u t h  b u t  no o r g a n i z e d  
c h u r c h  i s  t h e  t r u e  c h u r c h .  I r e a c h e d  down t o  change t h e  s t a t i o n  
because  I e x p e c t e d  you t o  b e g i n  a f i r e  and b r i m s t o n e  harangue  a b o u t  
how s i n f u l  I w a s  and how I must  t u r n  my l i f e  over t o  J e s u s  t o  be 
saved. Bu t  t h e n  I n o t i c e d  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  some of your  o r a t o r i c a l  
t e c h n i q u e s  w e r e  t h e  s a m e  as  t h o s e  u s e d  by f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  p r e a c h e r s ,  
your  message w a s  c o m p l e t e l y  d i f f e r e n t .  I a m  v e r y  g l a d  t h a t  I d i d  
n o t  change  t h e  s t a t i o n  b e c a u s e  what f o l l o w e d  w a s  t h e  m o s t  s a t i s f y i n g  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of J e s u s '  t e a c h i n g s  I have ever h e a r d .  

- - W i l l i a m  C o u l t e r  (New Albany,  I N )  

I have  h e a r d  you on r a d i o  from WPLD, A t l a n t a  f o r  t h e  l a s t  few 
n i g h t s .  Man, you w e r e  r e a l l y  sound ing  a n  alarm. Keep up t h e  good 
work. The re  are so f e w  t h a t  a r e  t h e s e  d a y s .  

- - M r s .  Faye Goolsby ( D o u g l a s v i l l e ,  GA) 

I h e a r d  y o u r  sermon over s t a t i o n  WCKY,  C i n c i n n a t i ,  and i f  t h e r e  e v e r  
w a s  a h a i r - r a i s i n g  sermon t h a t  w a s  it. I w i s h  e v e r y o n e  c o u l d  have 
h e a r d  i t .  I t  s u r e l y  would g i v e  them someth ing  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t .  But  
m o s t  p e o p l e  j u s t  go a b o u t  t h e i r  d a i l y  r o u t i n e  n e v e r  g i v i n g  a t h o u g h t  
as t o  wha t  i s  l u r k i n g  i n  t h e  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .  They w o n ' t  l i s t e n  o r  
heed  t h e  warn ing .  

- - M r s .  J .  W .  War r i ck  ( M o r r i s o n ,  TN) 


