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TO THE MlNlSPWY OF THE 
WORLDWIDE CHURCH OF GOD 

V O L . 2 ,  N 0 . 3  PASADENA, CALI FORN I A JANUARY 1 7 ,  1980 

FROM MINISTERIAL SERVICES 

I t  h a s  been a number o f  y e a r s  s i n c e  a n y t h i n g  h a s  been ment ioned  a b o u t  t h e  
PM s t a t u s  sys tem.  Q u i t e  a few m i n i s t e r s  have  s t o p p e d  s e n d i n g  PM s t a t u s  
n o t i c e s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  f e l t  t h e  sys t em w a s  no  l o n g e r  b e i n g  u s e d .  Though it 
w a s  n e v e r  o f f i c i a l l y  d ropped ,  i t  had  been  a l l o w e d  t o  a t r o p h y  somewhat. 

W e  would l i k e  t o  r e j u v e n a t e  t h e  PM sys tem.  Please b e g i n  s e n d i n g  n o t i c e s  on 
your  PMs i f  you have  n o t  been d o i n g  so.  W e  want  t o  make t h e s e  f i g u r e s  
a c c u r a t e  enough so  t h e y  may a g a i n  be used  f o r  c h u r c h  p l a n n i n g .  W e  r e a l i z e  
t h a t  t h e  "open door" p o l i c y  o f  t h e  p a s t  few y e a r s  h a s  c a u s e d  s o m e  l a c k  of 
c o n t r o l  i n  t h e  PM area.  Even so, w e  f e e l  you can  g i v e  u s  t h e  d a t a  t h a t  i s  
a c c u r a t e  enough t o  b e  u s e f u l ,  though i t  may n o t  be 1 0 0 %  comple t e .  

A PM A d d i t i o n  form s h o u l d  b e  s e n t  f o r  an  i n d i v i d u a l  a c c o r d i n q  t o  t h e  f o l l o w -  
i n g  d e f i n i t i o n - - w h i c h  i s  a l s o  s t a t e d  on t h e  form: "A P M  i s  an  i n d i v i d u a l  
who shows s i n c e r e  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t - i n  t h e  Church,  and by  y o u r  judgment ,  
shows good p r o m i s e  o f  becoming a member i n  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  n e a r  f u t u r e ,  pos-  
s i b l y  w i t h i n  s i x  months t o  one  y e a r .  I' 

If a PM f a i l s  t o  make a d e q u a t e  p r o g r e s s  toward  b a p t i s m  o r  ceases t o  a t t e n d  
c h u r c h  r e g u l a r l y ,  you s h o u l d  s e n d  i n  a P M  D e l e t i o n  form t o  remove him from 
t h e  PM s t a t u s .  A d i s i n t e r e s t e d  o r  h a l f - h e a r t e d  PM n e e d s  t o  be removed as 
soon as i t  i s  clear where he  s t a n d s .  

W e  want  t o  keep  t h e  PM f i l e  act ive and up t o  d a t e .  I f  i t  i s  o t h e r w i s e ,  i t  
w i l l  be of l i t t l e  u s e  t o  u s .  

--Joe Tkach 

N e w s  From t h e  S p a n i s h  Department  

The f o l l o w i n g  r e p o r t  a b o u t  deve lopments  i n  the  S p a n i s h  area o f  G o d ' s  Work 
comes from M r .  Leon Walker who w a s  a p p o i n t e d  head o f  t h e  S p a n i s h  Department  
by M r .  Armstrong on November 1 3 ,  1 9 7 9 .  

--Joe Tkach 

When m o s t  p e o p l e  t h i n k  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Work o f  God, 
t h e y  t e n d  t o  v i s u a l i z e  t h e  v a r i o u s  o f f i c e s  and  r e g i o n s  of t h e  Work of God 
a b r o a d ,  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s .  I t  i s  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  t h a t  t h e  
S p a n i s h  Department  ca r r ies  o u t  a un ique  f u n c t i o n .  

There  are an est imated 2 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  o r  m o r e  Span i sh - speak ing  p e o p l e  w i t h i n  
t h e  b o r d e r s  o f  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  and P u e r t o  R i c o  ( a  U.S. p o s s e s s i o n ,  a lmost  
w h o l l y  S p a n i s h - s p e a k i n g ) .  M o s t  H i s p a n i c s  i n  t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  U.S. are  
c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  an  area s t r e t c h i n g  from Texas t o  C a l i f o r n i a ,  t h e  N o r t h e a s t e r c  
s t a t e s  ( e s p e c i a l l y  N e w  York C i t y )  a s  w e l l  a s  M i a m i  and Chicago .  

Because of t h i s  r a t h e r  l a r g e  Span i sh - speak ing  m i n o r i t y  w i t h i n  t h e s e  b o r d e r s ,  
t h e  S p a n i s h  D e p a r t m e n t ' s  e f f o r t s  i n c l u d e  a work w i t h i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
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and P u e r t o  R i c o  as  w e l l  a s  i n  Spa in  and L a t i n  A m e r i c a .  I t  i s  i n  f a c t ,  un- 
l i k e  a l l  o t h e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e g i o n s ,  a d o m e s t i c  U.S. work as  w e l l  as an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  one .  

The f o l l o w i n g  f i g u r e s  may s u r p r i s e  some as t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of o u r  work so f a r  
i n  t h e  S p a n i s h  l anguage  w i t h i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  ( a n d  P u e r t o  R i c o )  i t s e l f :  

About 31% of  o u r  -- L a  P u r a  Verdad ( S p a n i s h  P . T . )  s u b s c r i b e r s  and  95% of  o u r  
newss tand  program are w i t h i n  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  and P u e r t o  R i c o .  I n  a d d i -  
t i o n ,  2 5 %  of o u r  m e m b e r s ,  37% of o u r  co-workers  and  4 6 %  of o u r  d o n o r s  are 
i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and  P u e r t o  R i c o .  The re  i s  one  S i jan ish- language  con- 
g r e g a t i o n  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  (Pasadena )  and one  i n  San J u a n ,  P u e r t o  R i c o  
S p a n i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n s  are ava i lab le  on a f a i r l y  r e g u l a r  bas i s  i n  San Diego,  
Dallas,  M i a m i ,  Brooklyn-Queens and San Antonio .  

With t h i s  n u c l e u s  and f o u n d a t i o n  t o  work from, t he  S p a n i s h  Department  i s  
p l a c i n g  newspaper  i n s e r t s  i n  t h e  t o p  t h r e e  U.S. Span i sh - l anguage  newspapers  
--in Los A n g e l e s ,  N e w  York and M i a m i .  A t o t a l  o f  170 ,000  i n s e r t s  w i l l  be 
p l a c e d  as f o l l o w s :  45,000 i n  E l  D i a r i o  L a s  Americas ( M i a m i )  on J a n u a r y  2 7 ;  
4 0 , 0 0 0  i n  L a  Opin ion  ( L o s  A n q e G s )  on F e  

T h i s  ad campaign fol lows t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  l e a d  of t h e  E n g l i s h  newspaper  
i n s e r t s  which w e r e  tested b y  t h e  U . S .  C i r c u l a t i o n  Department  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  
and Kentucky l a s t  y e a r ,  and which are c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  used  i n  D e t r o i t ,  
Chicago  and  Washington ,  D.C .  p u b l i c a t i o n s .  

W e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  i n f o r m  you o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  p romot ion  a s  w e l l  a s  
any o t h e r s  u n d e r t a k e n  by t h e  S p a n i s h  Depar tment .  

1 9 7 9  ENDS W I T H  A MAIL INCREASE 

A b r i g h t  s p o t  i n  Mail P r o c e s s i n g  a t  t h i s  t i m e  i s  t h e  m a i l  c o u n t  f o r  t h e  
y e a r  of 1979. A s  M r ,  Herbert Armstrong moves t o  p u t  a l l  s y s t e m s  of t h e  
Work "back  on t h e  r i g h t  t r a c k , "  the t o t a l  m a i l  count f o r  1 9 7 9  i s  e n d i n g  
t h e  y e a r  w i t h  an  i n c r e a s e  over l a s t  y e a r .  

The amount of i n c r e a s e  i s  n o t  e x t r e m e l y  l a r g e  ( l a g % ) ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  t h e  
f i r s t  y e a r  of i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  m a i l  s i n c e  1973! W e  v i e w  t h i s  as  a v e r y  
p o s i t i v e  s i g n  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  v i g o r o u s ,  dynamic a c t i o n s  
are r e a c h i n g  o u t  and  moving o u r  media a u d i e n c e s .  Much o f  t h e  m a i l  t h a t  
gave u s  t h e  a n n u a l  i n c r e a s e  c a m e  i n  December as  a r e s u l t  of M r ,  A r m s t r o n q ' s  
"semi-annual"  l e t t e r .  

A s  of December 3 1 ,  1979 the  m a i l  c o u n t  f o r  t h e  y e a r  s t a n d s  a t  1 ,881 ,832 ,  
compared w i t h  1 ,847 ,652  l e t t e r s  r e c e i v e d  i n  1978.  

- -Richard R i c e ,  M a i l  P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  
MAIL COMMENTS 

M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  t r i p  t o  China  i n  D e c e m b e r  b r o u g h t  a l a r g e  number of 
e n t h u s i a s t i c  l e t t e r s  from Church m e m b e r s  and s u p p o r t e r s .  R e a l i z i n g  t h e  
a t h e i s t i c  s t a n d i n g  of Ch ina ,  many w e r e  c u r i o u s  a b o u t  how t h e  Gospel  
message would be d e l i v e r e d .  Hea r ing  t h e  a c t u a l  r e c o r d i n g s  of M r .  Armstrong 
s p e a k i n g  t o  p rominen t  Ch inese  e d u c a t o r s  w a s  e y e  open ing  and i n s p i r i n g  t o  
t h e s e  p e o p l e .  

- - M a i l  P r o c e s s i n g  Center 
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Enthusiasm Hicrh Over China T r i p  

W e  are c o n t i n u a l l y  t h a n k f u l  t o  God f o r  t h e  s a f e t y  and p r o t e c t i o n  t h a t  
H e  gave you on your r e c e n t  phenomenally s u c c e s s f u l  t r i p  t o  China,  
ve ry  g r a t e f u l  w e  a r e  t h a t  God s t r eng thened  you and i n s p i r e d  you and 
gave you such  f avor  i n  t h e  e y e s  of t h e  l e a d e r s  of China. Thank you 
f o r  t h e  courage t o  speak b o l d l y  and e f f e c t i v e l y  t h e  words of Truth.  

How 

--Charles W.  W i r e  ( B a k e r s f i e l d ,  CA) 

I a m  ve ry  p l e a s e d  t o  h e a r  t h a t  your t r i p  t o  China h a s  been completed 
and t h a t  it w a s  s u c c e s s f u l .  I t  i s  ve ry  e x c i t i n g  t o  see t h e  Gospel 
be ing  t aken  throughout  t h e  world.  I t  i s  a l s o  v e r y  rewarding f o r  m e  
t o  p l a y  a s m a l l  p a r t  i n  t h i s  most impor t an t  work. 

- - M r s .  David L.  I l l i g  ( E .  L ive rpoo l ,  OH) 

M r .  Armstrong 's  v i s i t  t o  China,  made p o s s i b l e  by t h e  power of God's 
Holy S p i r i t ,  p u t s  u s  one s t e p  closer t o  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  of  t h e  coming 
Kingdom. 

- - V a l  D .  Harmon (Birmingham, AL) 

That  w a s  a n e a t  way t o  t e l l  China, an a t h e i s t i c  n a t i o n ,  abou t  t h e  
coming Kingdom! The Tru th  i s  so s imple .  

--John & Cathy Al len  (Tampa, FL) 

H e r e  w e  a r e ,  p r i v y  t o  t h e  i n s i d e  knowledge of an unprecedented journey 
of a r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r  i n t o  t h i s  a n c i e n t  l and .  A t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  of 
- t h e  government of China and [a lmost ]  n o t  - a word i n  any news pub l i ca -  
t i o n s  o u t s i d e  of t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  t h i s  church p u b l i s h e s .  What a 
t h e  w o r l d ' s  news p u b l i c a t i o n s  a r e  mis s ing .  

- - M r s .  L e e  Thurston ( H i l l s b o r o ,  T X )  

Responses t o  China Tapes 

I was so moved by your speech t o  China. I have hea rd  i t  [ t h e  Message] 
a l l  many t i m e s  b e f o r e ,  b u t  hea r ing  i t  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  such an un- 
f a m i l i a r  language seemed t o  mean a t u r n i n g  p o i n t  o r  " g i a n t  s t e p "  i n  
t h e  Work. I a m  n o t  good a t  expres s ing  myse l f ,  and I hope you under- 
stand. I t  gave m e  "goose bumps." 

- - M r s .  Homer W.  F u r r  (Tampa, FL) 

I w a s  t h r i l l e d  t o  h e a r  t h e  t aped  messaqe of you d e l i v e r i n g  God's 
Gospel message about  H i s  coming Kingdom t o  t h e  Red Chinese l eade r -  
s h i p .  Before  t h i s  y e a r  I c o u l d n ' t  imagine t h a t  t h e  Gospel be ing  
wi tnes sed  t o  Red China would be h i s t o r y  b e f o r e  1 9 7 9  was o u t .  I ' m  
t hank ing  God f o r  t h e  open door  t o  China and for t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  H e  
gave you i n  d e l i v e r i n g  H i s  Message, t h e  same Message H e  s e n t  w i t h  
J e s u s  C h r i s t  1 9 0 0  y e a r s  ago. 

I g o t  c h i l l s  and tears  i n  my e y e s  as t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of God's Message 
be ing  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  t h e  Chinese language sank i n t o  my mind. With 
f i f t y - s e v e n  ambassadors of f i f t y - s e v e n  n a t i o n s  t h e r e  t o  h e a r  your 
second message, t h e  world i s  f a s t  becoming aware of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
Good N e w s  of God's coming Kingdom i s  going t o  t h e  world as a w i t n e s s .  
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Thank you and a l l  t h a - t  made it p o s s i b l e  for us to expe r i ence  t h i s  
his tory-making occas ion  through t h e  t w o  t a p e  c a s s e t t e s  s e n t  f o r  
s e r v i c e s .  

--Kenneth H .  Wil l iams (Pasadena,  CA)  

What r e a l l y  amazed m e  was t h e  way i t  [ t h e  Message] was d e l i v e r e d  w i t h  
s t r e n g t h  and a u t h o r i t y  and y e t  w i t h o u t  o f f e n d i n g  anyone. I know w i t h  
God a l l  t h i n g s  are p o s s i b l e .  

- - M r s .  E i l e e n  L .  L o f t i n  (Richmond, VA) 

I t  was e x c i t i n g  news t o  h e a r  of  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  you had i n  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  
Republ ic  of  China; and i t ' s  a s p e c i a l  moment f o r  m e  t o  h e a r  how t h e  
Word of  C h r i s t  w a s  d e l i v e r e d  b e f o r e  t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h i s  coun t ry ,  which 
d o e s n ' t  b e l i e v e  o r  know about  t h e  g r e a t  God of Heaven w e  are s e r v i n g .  

--Oben M .  Letsela (Manhattan,  K S )  

Congra tu l a t ions  on your s u c c e s s f u l  China t r i p .  I w a s  impressed w i t h  
t h e  way you d e l i v e r e d  o u r  message. 

--Mike Snipes  (Newland, NC)  
- 

W e  had t h e  t a p e  i n  o u r  Sabbath s e r v i c e s  and t o  h e a r  you g i v i n g  t h e  
message t o  t h e  Chinese w a s  a p l e a s u r e .  You sounded l i k e  you d i d  
t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I heard you speak. I t h i n k  you d i d  a b e a u t i f u l  job .  

- -Jerusha Randolph (Trenton ,  N J )  

W e  heard  t h e  t a p e  l a s t  Sabbath ( D e c .  1 5 t h )  of  t h e  powerful  message 
of t h e  coming Kingdom of  God t h a t  you d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  n a t i o n  of 
China. I t  w a s  t h r i l l i n g  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  I w a s  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  a c t u a l l y  
h e a r  prophecy be ing  f u l f i l l e d .  Now w e  can begin  p ray ing  f o r  your 
s u c c e s s  i n  Russ i a  a f t e r  God opens t h e  door  f o r  your w i t n e s s  t o  t h e  
l and  of God and Magog. 

- - Je ra ld  M. Wendelboe ( D e s  Moines, IA) 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  on your t r i p  t o  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  Republ ic  of China. I 
e s p e c i a l l y  enjoyed t h e  t a p e  w i t h  Chinese i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i n t e r p o s e d .  
That  might sound funny,  b u t  h e a r i n g  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  reminded m e  
of your  audience .  I t r i e d  t o  p l a c e  myself i n  your  audience .  I 
wondered what t h e y  w e r e  t h i n k i n g  as t h e y  heard you . . . .  

--Monty Lahr (Bemidji  , MN) 


