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A FIRST i n  t h e  C o l o s s u s  of CHINA! 

by H e r b e r t  W .  Armstrong 

The v i s i t  t o  Communist PEOPLES' REPUBLIC O F  C H I N A  w a s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  
FIRST! I t  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a w o r l d  church  l e a d e r  from t h e  wor ld  o f  
C h r i s t i a n i t y  had  been i n v i t e d  t o  v i s i t ,  speak  p u b l i c l y ,  and  m e e t  p r i v a t e l y  
w i t h  l e a d e r s  of  t h e  v a s t  P e o p l e s '  Repub l i c  o f  China .  

These  Ch inese  l e a d e r s  w i t h  whom w e  s p e n t  f o u r  jam-packed d a y s  rep-  
r e s e n t  a n d  r u l e  o v e r  ONE B I L L I O N  PEOPLE--A THOUSAND MILLION--one-fourth 
of  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  on e a r t h !  

I myself  had n o t  r e a l i z e d  before t h a t  China  o c c u p i e s  even  m o r e  
s q u a r e  m i l e s  o f  l a n d  area t h a n  t h e  U n i t e d  States! 

Excep t  p o s s i b l y  o u r  many v i s i t s  t o ,  and  f r i e n d s h i p s  made i n  ISRAEL, 
t h i s  w a s  t h e  MOST IMPORTANT, and  t h e  m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l  t r i p  ever made o v e r -  
seas. W e  w e r e  r o y a l l y  r e c e i v e d  and t reated.  

A f u l l  r e p o r t  of o u r  v i s i t  w i l l  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  F e b r u a r y  PLAIN TRUTH, 
and  p e r h a p s  t h e  s a m e  r e p o r t  e a r l i e r  i n  e i t h e r  t h e  GOOD NEWS o r  t h e  World- 
w i d e  N e w s .  

W e  a r r i v e d  Tokyo F r i d a y ,  November 30.  F l e w  on t o  Pek ing  Sunday 
December 2 ,  a r r i v i n g  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n .  Three  government  l i m o u s i n e s  w e r e  
d r i v e n  up t o  o u r  p l a n e  on l a n d i n g  and a r e c e p t i o n  committee w a s  t h e r e  t o  
w e l c o m e  u s - - i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  and  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  government  
l i b r a r y  and  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys t em.  A woman i n t e r p r e t e r  w a s  a s s i g n e d  t o  u s ,  
who r o d e  w i t h  M r s .  Armstrong and m e  t o  t h e  government  g u e s t  S t a t e  House. 
T h i s  i s  an  a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g  m a i n t a i n e d  f o r  government  g u e s t s .  Nrs. 
Armstrong and I w e r e  g i v e n  a three- room s u i t e ,  M r .  and M r s .  Rader a s u i t e ,  
and  t h e r e  w e r e  s i n g l e  rooms f o r  a l l  t h e  rest  of o u r  s t a f f ,  i n c l u d i n g  a i r -  
c r a f t  s t a f f  and  o u r  TV and cameramen. 

T h e r e  w a s  a welcoming d i n n e r  f o r  u s  t h a t  e v e n i n g .  Monday e v e n i n g  
w a s  t h e  b i g  d i n n e r  a t  t h e  Pek ing  Duck R e s t a u r a n t  i n  a la rge  r o o m ,  w i t h  
c lose t o  400 present--government  and  u n i v e r s i t y  o f f i c i a l s  and  w i v e s .  I 
spoke  t h e r e ,  and  I t h i n k  many of you a l r e a d y  have  h e a r d  t h e  t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  
of t h e  speech  program. 

I n  m o s t  o f  my t a l k s  and  s p e e c h e s  t h e r e  I h a n d l e d  t h e  Gospel  o f  t h e  
Kingdom Message by  s p e a k i n g  of t h e  problems t o d a y  b e i n g  too g r e a t  f o r  any 
government t o  h a n d l e ,  b u t  t h a t  what  many s c i e n t i s t s  p r e d i c t - - t h e  need  
of  a ONE-WORLD Government w i t h  one  s i n g l e  m i l i t a r y  force- -wi l l  b e  b r o u g h t  
a b o u t  i n  OUR TIME, w i t h  WORLD PEACE and  e t e r n a l  s a l v a t i o n  f o r  a l l ,  b r o u g h t  
a b o u t  by a " s t r o n g  unseen Hand from Someplace." T h a t  way I a v o i d e d  u s i n g  
names of  God, C h r i s t ,  o r  t h e  B i b l e ,  which I f e l t  might  b e  h o s t i l e  t o  them 
s i n c e  t h e y  are  a t h e i s t s .  Y e t  t h e y  a l l  knew w e l l  t h a t  I a m  leader o f  t h e  
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Worldwide Church of God, and t h e y  knew w e l l  what  I r e a l l y  meant .  I t  w a s  
j u s t  s a i d  i n  a p o l i t e  way, u n o f f e n s i v e  t o  them--yet unmis t akab ly  g e t t i n g  
the message over. 

Tuesday n i g h t ,  a f t e r  a d a y ' s  t r i? t o  t h e  G r e a t  Wall of  C h i n a ,  I 
spoke  t o  t h e  D i p l o m a t i c  Corps.  B e s i d e  Ch inese  o f f i c i a l s ,  t h e r e  were 
p r e s e n t  FIFTY-SEVEN a m b a s s a d o r s - - o f f i c i a l s  f r o m  57 OTHER NATIONS!  The 
s p e a k i n g  t h a t  n i g h t  w a s  a l so  t a p e d .  You'll p r o b a b l y  h e a r  i t  n e x t  S a b b a t h .  

T h i s  d i n n e r  w a s  h e l d  i n  t h e  G r e a t  H a l l  of t h e  P e o p l e  i n  s p a c i o u s  
P e o p l e s '  Squa re .  I t  i s  a huge b u i l d i n g ,  f i l l i n g  an e n t i r e  b l o c k ,  and 
h o u s i n g  government h e a d q u a r t e r s .  The d i n i n g  room i s  la rger  t h a n  a U . S .  
f o o t b a l l  f i e l d !  

Wednesday morning w e  v i s i t e d  t h e  S ta te  L i b r a r y ,  and Forb idden  Ci ty- -  
t h e  w a l l e d - i n  former h e a d q u a r t e r s  and p a l a c e s  of  t h e  Emperors--now 
a p p a r e n t l y  j u s t  a s i g h t s e e i n g  p l a c e .  The re  w a s  a luncheon ,  w i t h  1?3 
s p e a k i n g  e x c e p t  t h e  u s u a l  c o n t i n u a l  round of toas t s .  

A t  4 p.m. w e  had  a mee t ing  l a s t i n g  one  h o u r  w i t h  o n e  o f  t h e  t w o  V i c e -  
Chairmen. The o t h e r  Vice-chairman and Chairman Hua w e r e  a t  t he  same t i m e  
a t  t h e  a i r p o r t  welcoming P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  O h i r a  of  J a p a n ,  who w a s  j u s t  
a r r i v i n g  f o r  i m p o r t a n t  t a l k s  on t h e  Korea and  V i e t  N a m  s i t u a t i o n s - - c r u c i a l  
t o  them r i g h t  now. 

Wednesday e v e n i n g  w e  a t t e n d e d  a show a t  a t h e a t r e ,  s p o n s o r e d  by t h e  
A I C F .  I t  w a s  a series of semi-bal le t  pe r fo rmances - -qu i t e  a s p e c t a c u l a r  
per formance .  M r .  Rader w i l l  p r o b a b l y  a r r a n g e  f o r  t h e  t r o u p  t o  a p p e a r  a t  
Ambassador Aud i to r ium,  w i t h  o t h e r  a p p e a r a n c e s  i n  N e w  York, Ch icago ,  
Washington,  and  other  U . S .  c i t i es .  The re  w a s  g r e a t  a p p l a u s e  f r o m  t h e  
a u d i e n c e  when I walked i n , a n d  M r s .  Armstrong and  I ,  w i t h  Mr. and  M r s .  
Rader ,  w e r e  whisked up on t h e  s t a g e  a t  t he  c o n c l u s i o n ,  s h a k i n g  hands  w i t h  
t h e  many p e r f o r m e r s  , as t h e  a u d i e n c e  applauded .  

Tha t  had  been  a n  e x h a u s t i n g  day.  But  Thursday a t  noon w e  d rove  t o  
t h e  a i r p o r t  and f l e w  back t o  Tokyo. 

S a t u r d a y  n i g h t  t h e r e  was an  i m p o r t a n t  b a n q u e t  i n  my honor  i n  Tokyo 
w i t h  several ambassadors  and w i v e s  and  c h i e f  o f f i c i a l s  f rom t h e  Ch inese  
Embassy p r e s e n t .  

Sunday e v e n i n g ,  6 p . m . ,  o u r  a i r c r a f t  w a s  t a k i n g  o f f  f o r  Tucson. W e  
a r r i v e d  h e r e  i n  Tucson Sunday a f t e r n o o n ,  h o u r s  b e f o r e  w e  l e f t  Tokyo. When 
you ARRIVE before you START, t h a t ' s  speed!  Of c o u r s e  w e  w e r e  h e l p e d  by 
t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d a t e  l i n e .  

So t h e  l o n g - a n t i c i p a t e d  v i s i t  t o  Communist China  h a s  come and gone--a 
huge s u c c e s s ,  as w e  a l l  bel ieve.  
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OFFICIAL CHINESE DELEGATION TO 

V I S I T  AMBASSADOR CAMPUS 

by Herbe r t  W .  Armstrong 

I t  seems e v e n t s  of importance now are o c c u r r i n g  more rapic 
I can w r i t e  t o  convey them t o  you! 

Following my o f f i c i a l  v i s i t  t o  t h e  c a p i t a l  of t h e  l a r g e s t  

l y  t han  

n a t i o n  on 
e a r t h ,  t h e  government of t h e  PEOPLES' REPUBLIC O F  C H I N A  i s  sending an 
o f f i c i a l  d e l e g a t i o n ,  t h i s  ve ry  coming Sunday, t o  v i s i t  t h e  Ambassador 
Col lege  campus. 

A c t u a l l y  t h i s  d e l e g a t i o n  i s  be ing  s e n t  on a government miss ion  t o  
Washington D.C .  But M r .  S t a n l e y  Rader, who n e g o t i a t e d  a l l  p l a n s  f o r  my 
v i s i t  t o  Peking,  a r r anged  w i t h  Chinese o f f i c i a l s  f o r  a s t o p o v e r  a t  
Pasadena. 

The d e l e g a t i o n  w i l l  a r r i v e  Sunday, December 1 6 ,  a t  San F ranc i sco .  
I n s t e a d  of f l y i n g  d i r e c t  from t h e r e  t o  Washington, a s  o r i g i n a l l y  sched- 
u l e d ,  arrangements have been completed f o r  them t o  d e t o u r  t o  Pasadena 
where r e s e r v a t i o n s  have been made f o r  t h e i r  s t o p o v e r  h e r e  a t  t h e  Pasadena 
H i  l t o n  Hotel .  

N o t  on ly  was I enabled  t o  d e l i v e r  b e f o r e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  l a r g e s t  
n a t i o n  on e a r t h  i n  language they  w e l l  unders tood ,  t h e  Gospel of t h e  Kingdom 
of God, but, i n  a d d i t i o n ,  w e  are by m y  v i s i t  t h e r e ,  by Mr. Rader ' s  p lan-  
n ing  i n  Tokyo and i n  Peking,  and by t h i s  o f f i c i a l  v i s i t  of Chinese l e a d e r s  
t o  Pasadena,  f u r t h e r i n g  t h e  good w i l l  now be ing  b u i l t  up between t h e  
g r e a t e s t  economic and i n d u s t r i a l  n a t i o n  on e a r t h  and t h e  g r e a t e s t  n a t i o n  
i n  p o p u l a t i o n .  

Thus, i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  GREAT COMMISSION, w e  a l s o  con t inue  c o n t r i -  
b u t i n g  t o  t h e  f u n c t i o n  of be ing  Ambassador of world peace ,  and a b u i l d e r  
of b r i d g e s  between n a t i o n s .  

CHURCH ATTORNEYS AWAIT FEDERAL J U D G E ' S  D E C I S I O N  

The of t -pos tponed  f e d e r a l  c o u r t  hea r ing  took p l a c e  December 7 th  i n  Judge 
Laughlin Waters courtroom i n  t h e  Los Angeles Federal Courthouse.  The 
hea r ing  began a t  1:30 p.m. and concluded t h r e e  and one h a l f  hours  l a t e r .  
Al lan  Browne r eques t ed  t w o  hours  to p r e s e n t  t h e  Church 's  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  
e x t e n s i v e  e x p l a n a t i o n  of t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  and unlawful  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  
on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  At torney  General  and t h e  r e c e i v e r .  Judge Waters 
showed c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  i s s u e s  and qu izzed  b o t h  s i d e s  h e a v i l y  
toward t h e  end of t h e  hea r ing .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  he  wanted t o  do more r e a d i n g  
of t h e  pape r s  submi t ted  and asked both  t h e  Attorney General  and a t t o r n e y s  
f o r  t h e  Church t o  s u b m i t  a d d i t i o n a l  w r i t t e n  in fo rma t ion .  W e  expec t  t h e  
j u d g e ' s  d e c i s i o n  la te  t h i s  week.  
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Member's R i g h t  t o  Observe Holy Days Upheld 

On Monday, December 1 0 ,  t h e  U . S .  Supreme Cc r t  d i s m i s s e d  an a p p e a l  b 
C a l i f o r n i a  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  which i n v o l v e d  a m e m b e r  of God ' s  Church.  

r a  

Thomas E .  Byars ,  a m e m b e r  s i n c e  1 9 7 1  and an e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r  i n  
a s m a l l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  n o r t h  of  B a k e r s f i e l d ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  must - be p e r m i t t e d  
t o  t a k e  t i m e  o f f  t o  observe t h e  h o l y  days .  T h a t  d e c i s i o n  came from t h e  
C a l i f o r n i a  Supreme CDurt l a s t  May and w a s  b a s e d  on s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
l a w .  Thus t h e  d e c i s i o n  i s  b i n d i n g  on a l l  c i t y ,  coun ty  a n d  s t a t e  govern-  
ment employers  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  

There  have  been  a number o f  s i m i l a r  legal  d i s p u t e s  a round  t h e  c o u n t r y  and  
t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Supreme C o u r t  d e c i s i o n  h a s  o f t e n  been  c i t e d .  However, t h e  
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  a p p e a l e d  t h e  s t a t e  Supreme C o u r t ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  t h e  U . S .  
Supreme C o u r t .  The h i g h e s t  c o u r t  i n  t h e  l a n d  h a s  j u s t  d e c i d e d  t o  d i s m i s s  
t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t ' s  a p p e a l .  The j u s t i c e s ,  i n  a 6-3 v o t e ,  r e f u s e d  t o  
h e a r  t h e  mat ter  on  t h e  g rounds  t h a t  t h e  case d i d n ' t  c o n t a i n  a " s u b s t a n t i a l  
f e d e r a l  q u e s t i o n .  I' 

E s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h i s  m a t t e r  i n v o l v e d  whe the r  t h e  s t a t e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  
s c h o o l  G i s t r i c t  accommodate B y a r ' s  o b s e r v a n c e  of t h e  h o l y  days  w a s  i n  
v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  U . S .  C o n s t i t u t i o n ' s  ban on " e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  r e l i g i o n . "  
N o t  o n l y  w i l l  members o f  God ' s  Church i n  C a l i f o r n i a  b e n e f i t  f rom t h e  
C a l i f o r n i a  Supreme C o u r t  d e c i s i o n ,  b u t  so w i l l  o t h e r  r e l i g i o u 3  f a i t h s  
t h a t  c e l e b r a t e  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  h o l i d a y s  a t  t i m e s  when m o s t  Americans a re  
working .  

P u b l i c  B i b l e  L e c t u r e s  t o  R e s u m e  

M r .  Armstrong i s  v e r y  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  moving ahead  w i t h  t h e  P u b l i c  
B i b l e  L e c t u r e s .  A s  you know, t h e s e  l e c t u r e s  are g i v e n  by  t h e  loca l  

~ 

P a s t o r s  i n  t h e i r  own areas. W e  
have a l r e a d y  s c h e d u l e d  l e c t u r e s  

CITY 

"Tampa, FL 

Cumberland, R . I .  

Concord,  MA 

W o r c h e s t e r ,  MA 

Aptos , CA 

M o u l t r i e ,  GA 

Saginaw,  M I  

Kawkawlin, M I  

DATE 

2/3 /80  

1/ 1 6 / 8  0 
2 /20 /80  

1 /02 /80  
2 / 0 6 / 8 0  
3 /05 /80  

1 / 0 9 / 8 0  
2 / 1 3 / 8 0  

1 / 1 6 / 8 0  

1 2 / 1 1 / 7 9  
1 2 / 1 2 / 7 9  

1 2 / 0 6 / 7 9  

1 0 / 2 4 / 7 9  

are p l e a s e d  t o  announce t h a t  t h e s e  men 
f o r  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e :  

NUMBER 
INVITED M I N I S T E R  

unknown Ron Lohr  

1 , 1 6 5  J i m  F r a n k s  

2 , 000  J i m  F r a n k s  

6 8 8  J i m  F r a n k s  

395 Ronald Reedy 

9 7  Rick  B e a m  

4 2 7  G e r a l d  W e s t o n  

2 2 4  G e r a l d  Weston 
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*Wil l  b e  ho ld ing  s p e c i a l  l e c t u r e s  i n  t h e  Tampa a r e a  i n  f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  
l o c a t i o n s ,  s t a r t i n g  February 3 and ending  A p r i l  1 6 ,  1980. 

R e m e m b e r  t o  encourage your  congrega t ions  t o  b e  p ray ing  f o r  t h e  s u c c e s s  of 
a l l  t h e s e  and o t h e r  P u b l i c  B i b l e  Lec tu res  as t h e  d a t e s  draw nea r .  All 
P a s t o r s  who can are c e r t a i n l y  encouraged t o  beg in  making p l a n s  f o r  t h e i r  
own P u b l i c  B ib le  L e c t u r e s .  

We ' l l  p l a n  t o  keep you up t o  d a t e  on t h e  p r o g r e s s  of a l l  t h e  l e c t u r e s .  
T h i s  i s  a very  impor t an t  and e x c i t i n g  p a r t  of  t h e  Work of God i n  which 
t h e  l o c a l  P a s t o r s  and t h e  l o c a l  churches can be d i r e c t l y  involved.  

A s  a p a r t  of t h i s  program, M r .  Armstrong h a s  approved a nine-minute f i l m  
which can b e  shown b e f o r e  a l e c t u r e  beg ins  t o  p rov ide  a moving background 
and i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  M r .  Armstrong and t h e  Work. Th i s  w i l l  h e l p  t o  s e t  
t h e  tone  f o r  t h e  l e c t u r e s  and provide  an i n t r o d u c t i o n  f o r  t h e  P a s t o r  who 
i s  speaking.  

L e t  US know when you dec ide  t o  begin  p lanning  your  P u b l i c  B i b l e  Lec tu res .  

Comments From t h e  Monthly Church Reports  

The fo l lowing  comments r e p r e s e n t  a cross s e c t i o n  of t h e  f e e l i n g s  and 
t r e n d s  i n  t h e  Church as r e p o r t e d  by many p a s t o r s  on t h e i r  monthly church 
r e p o r t s .  

J a m e s  Reyer,  D e s  Moines, Iowa, October: The members  h e r e  are i n  ve ry  good 
shape s p i r i t u a l l y .  I a m  ve ry  p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h i s  Church. 

John E l l i o t t ,  Mena, Arkansas,  October:  Everyone i s  " s t a r ry -eyed"  and 
very  r e c e p t i v e  i n  t h i s  t h e  second month of t h e  Mena Church. The b r e t h r e n  
loved  t h e  F e a s t .  

John E l l i o t t ,  F a y e t t e v i l l e ,  Ark. ,  October:  Everyone i s  s t i l l  f u l l  of  t h e  
effects o f  a qreat Feas t !  Those who had been l a x  i n  d i l i q e n c e  are becoming 
s p i r i t u a l l y  r e juvena ted .  

- 

Warren J .  Heaton, J r . ,  R o l l a ,  M o . ,  October:  All t h e  members h e r e  are 
looking  t o  H . Q .  Plr. Waterhouse spoke 11-21-79 .  H i s  sermon w a s  ve ry  
insp i r ing- -God 's  people  need t h i s  t ype  of encouragement. Thank you f o r  
sending  him! 

Dave Hav i r ,  I o w a  C i t y ,  Iowa, November: The members  have responded 
p o s i t i v e l y  t o  M r .  Armstrong's admonit ions t o  become "c leaned  up" s p i r i t -  
u a l l y ,  and are anx ious ly  w a i t i n g  t o  h e a r  t h e  r e s u l t s  of M r .  Armstrong 's  
t r i p  t o  China. 

H a l  w. B a i r d ,  J r . ,  Houston E a s t ,  October:  For weeks p r i o r  t o  t h e  
F.0.T. and now fo l lowing  t h e  F e a s t ,  a t t i t u d e s  are dec ided ly  on t h e  posi- 
t i v e  s i d e .  
t o  them. 

The b r e t h r e n  say  t h e  F.O.T.  w a s  i n s p i r a t i o n a l  and u p l i f t i n g  

Richard  Rand, C o l u m b i a ,  M o . ,  November: I have j u s t  r e c e i v e d  t h e  December 
number of The PLAIN TRUTH. I t  is outs tanding!  One of t h e  b e s t  i n  y e a r s  
--chock f u l l  of B i b l i c a l  unders tanding  and t r u t h .  W e  are on t h e  r i g h t  
t r a c k  now w i t h  t h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n .  Thanks again! 
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Leonard S c h r e i b e r ,  M i n n e a p o l i s ,  Minn.,  September :  A s  b e s t  as I can  
d e t e r m i n e ,  t h e  b r e t h r e n  are r e a l l y  l o y a l  t o  G o d  and  H i s  a p o s t l e .  

Dave F i e d l e r ,  Wausau & Apple ton ,  Wiscons in ,  September :  I ' v e  n o t i c e d  t h a t  
t h e  b r e t h r e n  h e r e  are m o r e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  v o l u n t e e r i n g  t h e i r  h e l p  t h a n  
i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  

Steve Buchanan, Rapid C i t y ,  S .  Dak.,  September: W e  are i n  a v e r y  b e a u t i -  
f u l  area and  t h e  Church i s  e x p r e s s i n g  s t a b i l i t y  and  l o y a l t y  t o  God ' s  
a p o s t l e .  

A r t h u r  Docken, O m a h a ,  Neb. ,  September:  Everyone I ' v e  t a l k e d  t o  i s  v e r y  
e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  r e c e n t  o r d i n a t i o n s - - e s p e c i a l l y  I l r .  R a d e r ' s  1 

A l l a n  B a r r ,  Chicago  S o u t h s i d e ,  September:  The r e s p o n s e  w a s  g r a t i f y i n g  
a f t e r  I announced t h e  r e c e n t  o r d i n a t i o n s  t o  e v a n g e l i s t  r a n k .  I have  
b e l i e v e d  f o r  a l o n g  t i m e  t h a t  as M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  a s s i s t a n t  Plr. Rader  
s h o u l d  be o r d a i n e d  a m i n i s t e r .  H e  h a s  shown t h a t  h e  h a s  t h e  g u t s  t o  
s t a n d  up a g a i n s t  t h e  enemies  of t h e  Church,  and  I f e e l  i n  many ways h e  
h a s  been  p r e a c h i n g  t h e  g o s p e l .  

D r .  Lynn T a r r a n c e  (Local E l d e r )  , Texarkana ,  Texas, September :  En thus i a sm 
and morale is v e r y  good i n  Texarkana .  A t t e n d a n c e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  se t  
r e c o r d s .  Growth i s  way above average. 

B o b  Spence ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  M o . ,  September:  G o s s i p  i s  d i s a p p e a r i n g  as  t h e  mem- 
bers s t r ive  t o  overcome, and as t h e y  look  t o  M r .  Armstrong and  Pasadena  
f o r  g u i d a n c e  and  encouragement  and t h e  r i g h t  example.  Feast  f e v e r  h a s  
r e a l l y  swept  t h e  members!!! 

PUBLISHING SERVICES UPDATE 

The P l a i n  T r u t h  and  Q u e s t  are p r i n t e d  and  d i s t r i b u t e d  from a m a s s i v e  
p r i n t i n g  f a c i l i t y  t u c k e d  away i n  t h e  g r e e n  r o l l i n g  h i l l s  o f  Kentucky.  
I r e t u r n e d  l a s t  week from t h e  R.  R .  Donne l l ey  p r i n t i n g  p l a n t  which i s  i n  
G l a s g o w ,  Kentucky,  80 m i l e s  n o r t h  of N a s h v i l l e .  I m e t  w i t h  t h e i r  manage- 
ment t o  go over some needed  changes  i n  o u r  p r o d u c t i o n  c y c l e  and  i n t r o d u c e d  
V i k k i  Matu lewicz  o f  Q u e s t  t o  t h e  Q u e s t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  s y s t e m  which w a s  s e t  
up back i n  1 9 7 6 .  

The employees  a t  the  R .  R .  Donnel ley  p l a n t  i n  Kentucky a r e  g e n e r a l l y  
v e r y  p r o u d  t o  be a p a r t  of p r o d u c i n g  t h e  P l a i n  T r u t h .  Glasgow is  i n  t h e  
" B i b l e  B e l t "  and t h e  P l a i n  T r u t h  h a s ,  t o  them, backed  up t h e i r  b e l i e f s  
f o r  many y e a r s .  I t  i s  n o t  u n u s u a l  t o  be cal led a s i d e  and  g i v e n  a w a r m  
handshake  o r  a word of p r a i s e  f o r  t h e  P l a i n  T r u t h  from a shop  f l o o r  
worke r .  Word soon g e t s  a round  t h a t  somebody f r o m  t h e  P l a i n  T r u t h  i s  i n  
t h e i r  p l a n t .  I ment ion  t h i s  b e c a u s e  Donne l l ey  p r i n t s  many o t h e r  magazines  
i n  Glasgow, b u t  t h e  P l a i n  T r u t h  i s  set  a s i d e  i n  t h e  minds of many p e o p l e  
as b e i n g  someth ing  s p e c i a l - - e v e n  by t h o s e  who may n o t  be r e g u l a r  r e a d e r s  
now. 

One l a s t  p o i n t  r e g a r d i n g  Q u e s t  magazine.  Some o f  you may h a v e  n o t i c e d  
t h a t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  J a n u a r y  cover c a r r i e d  t h e  word " D a m n . "  I t  w a s  
a g r e e d  w i t h  o u r  New York s t a f f  t h a t  t h i s  w o r d  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  u s e d  and  an  
a l t e r n a t i v e  w a s  t y p e s e t  as a r ep lacemen t .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h r o u g h  an  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  error i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  depa r tmen t  i n  N e w  York t h e  change 
w a s  n o t  made. The n e x t  t h i n g  w e  s a w  w a s  t h e  p r i n t e d  c o v e r  w i t h  t h e  
o f f e n d i n g  word s t i l l  i n  p l a c e .  
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The Q u e s t  S t a f f  and w e  h e r e  i n  Pasadena a r e  very  s o r r y  about  t h i s  and 
would l i k e  t o  apologize  f o r  any o f f e n s e  caused t o  any of  you o r  t o  any 
church m e m b e r  who may be  u p s e t  by it. 
happen. I t  had been caught ,  b u t  s l i p p e d  through t h e  system. 

W e  c e r t a i n l y  d i d  n o t  want t h i s  t o  

--Roger L ippross  

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

South A f r i c a  

Gree t ings  from Southern Af r i ca !  Once a g a i n  " t h e  b e s t  Feast e v e r "  s e e m s  
t o  be t h e  o n l y  way t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  r e a c t i o n  God's people  have had towards 
t h e  f a l l  f e s t i v a l ,  1 9 7 9 .  Over 2250 people  a t t e n d e d  t h e  Feast of Taber- 
n a c l e s  a t  t h e  f i v e  f e s t i v a l  s i tes  throughout  Southern A f r i c a  and Rhodesia,  
15% up on 1978--which means 300 new people  a t t e n d e d  t h i s  yea r .  

Calendar  year - to-da te  f i g u r e s  for  m a i l  income t o  t h e  end of October  are 
an encouraging 1 6 . 1 %  up on t h e  same p e r i o d  of 1 9 7 8 .  
of 1 9 7 9  a l o n e ,  m a i l  income w a s  over  20% above t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  months l a s t  
y e a r .  

I n  t h e  th i rd .  q u a r t e r  

Adver t i s ing :  
''message" ad p l a c e d  i n  t h e  l a r g e s t  South Af r i can  Sunday p a p e r ,  The Sunday 
T i m e s  ( C i r c u l a t i o n  480,000) .  The a d ,  e n t i t l e d  "World War I11 w i l l  n o t  
d e s t r o y  humanity," has  drawn 9 7 0  r e q u e s t s  t o  r e c e i v e  a s u b s c r i p t i o n  t o  
The P l a i n  Tru th .  Th i s  response  e q u a l s  t h e  h i g h e s t  f i g u r e  f o r  a b o o k l e t  
ad i n  t h e  same newspaper a couple  of y e a r s  ago. 
prominent h i s t o r i a n s  a n d ' p o l i t i c i a n s  concerning t h e  spectre of f u t u r e  
world war,  t h e  t e x t  focused i n  on M r .  He rbe r t  Armstrong's r e c e n t  a d d r e s s  
t o  t o p  government o f f i c i a l s  and Ambassadors i n  Tokyo. 

W e  f e e l  s o m e  of t h e  advantages i n  t h i s  k ind  of "message" a d  are: 

W e  have been p a r t i c u l a r l y  encouraged by t h e  response  t o  a 

A f t e r  quo t ing  a few 

a )  The "ar t ic le"  i s  i n  t h e  main news s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  paper, and b e i n g  
t y p e s e t  i n  e x a c t l y  t h e  same s t y l e  i t  may b e  r e a d  as p a r t  of  t h e  pape r .  

b)  M r .  H e r b e r t  Armstrong i s  in t roduced  t o  a wider  r e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  con- 
t e x t  of p r e s t i g i o u s  meet ings o r  addres ses .  Th i s  g i v e s  wider  c redence  
t o  bo th  t h e  magazine and t h e  rest of t h e  ad  t e x t .  

c) W e  can say  a l o t  i n  t h e  space  a v a i l a b l e  which, i n  a b o o k l e t  adver-  
t i s e m e n t ,  i s  used o n l y  i n  promoting one p u b l i c a t i o n .  

d) The adver t i sement  promotes on ly  The P l a i n  T r u t h ,  which e s t a b l i s h e s  
monthly c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h o s e  who respond. 

e) If  1000 t i m e s  a s  many people  r ead  t h e  ad  than  t h o s e  who a c t u a l l y  
respond,  each and every  one of t h e  r e a d e r s  w i l l  know who M r .  H e r b e r t  
Armstrong i s ,  what he does ,  who he  r e p r e s e n t s  and what t h e  message 
of t h e  Work i s  a l l  about .  

W e  hope t o  be  a b l e  t o  cover  M r .  Armstrong's meet ings through s i m i l a r  ads .  
H i s  messages t o  t h e  l e a d e r s  c o n s t i t u t e  a tremendous o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  u s  t o  
reach  a l a r g e r  South Af r i can  audience w i t h  g r e a t  impact through "message" 
ads.  
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S w a z i  Radio:  Though w e  do n o t  have  major commercial rad io  t i m e  a v a i l a b l e  
t o  u s  i n  S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a ,  w e  have been  u s i n g  a s m a l l  s t a t i o n  ( b r o a d c a s t i n g  
from t h e  Kingdom of Swaz i l and)  which c o v e r s  much of Sou th  A f r i c a  and  
Zimbabwe/Rhodesia. M r .  Armstrong m e t  the King of Swaz i l and  on o n e  of his 
t r i p s  t o  S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a .  

The m a j o r i t y  of m e m b e r s  may h e a r  M r .  Armstrong on a r e g u l a r  b a s i s .  W e  
a l so  d i r e c t  The P l a i n  T r u t h  r e a d e r s h i p  t o  t h e  s t a t i o n ,  which b r o a d c a s t s  
The World T o m o r r o w  a t  9 :00  P.M. F r i d a y  n i g h t s  on shor twave  and  medium 
wave f r e q u e n c i e s .  

The r e s p o n s e  h a s  n o t  been  s p e c t a c u l a r ,  b u t  anyone who came i n t o  t h e  Church 
t h r o u g h  l i s t e n i n g  t o  M r .  Armstrong knows how v a l u a b l e  t h a t  r e g u l a r  c o n t a c t  
i s .  W e  f e e l  w e  have  a r e a s o n a b l e - s i z e d  a u d i e n c e .  The s t a t i o n  h a s  been 
s i g n e d  on f o r  a n o t h e r  y e a r ' s  c o n t r a c t .  

--Compiled by R o d  Matthews, I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O f f i c e  

MAIL COMMENTS 

Through h i s  P e r s o n a l  column i n  t h e  October/November P L A I N  TRUTH, M r .  
Armstrong e x c i t e d  readers w i t h  t h e  announcement t h a t  THE BIBLE STORY by 
B a s i l  Walver ton  would once  a g a i n  b e  made a v a i l a b l e  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  
Many, f a m i l i a r  w i t h  THE BIBLE S T O R Y ,  grew t o  d e e p l y  a p p r e c i a t e  M r .  
W o l v e r t o n ' s  l i t e r a r y  and  a r t i s t i c  t a l e n t  and e x p r e s s e d  hope  t h a t  t h e  
books would soon be r e p u b l i s h e d .  I n  f a c t ,  many r e q u e s t s  f o r  t h e  book 
are received d a i l y .  

W e  are c o n t i n u i n g  t o  r e c e i v e  comments from l i s t e n e r s  o f  The WORLD 
TOMORROW program e x p r e s s i n g  g r a t i t u d e  o v e r  h e a r i n g  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  
i n s p i r i n g  broadcasts. 
and l o n g t i m e  l i s t e n e r s  a l i k e .  

W e  are i n c l u d i n g  a number of r e a c t i o n s  f r o m  new 

- - M a i l  P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  

A n t i c i p a t i n g  New E d i t i o n  of  t h e  B i b l e  S t o r y  

I n  y o u r  p e r s o n a l  t h i s  month i n  The PLAIN TRUTH, you are p a y i n g  
t r i b u t e  t o  M r .  B a s i l  Wolverton.  Thanks so much t h a t  you are  g o i n g  
t o  r e p r i n t  new e d i t i o n s  of  The B i b l e  S t o r y  books. T h a t ' s  j u s t  a 
p r a y e r  answered.  I know s e v e r a l  new c h u r c h  members who have  been  
p r a y i n g  t h a t  t h e y  would b e  r e p r i n t e d  s o  t h e y  c o u l d  g e t  a copy f o r  
t h e m s e l v e s  and  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  I ' v e  read them s e v e r a l  t i m e s  and  
a lways  e n j o y  g o i n g  back  over them a g a i n  and  a g a i n .  

--Ruth Baker ( H u n t s v i l l e ,  AL) 

Thanks a m i l l i o n  f o r  d e c i d i n g  t o  p r i n t  The B i b l e  S t o r y  book,  a g a i n .  
For t h e  seven  y e a r s  I have  been  i n  God ' s  t r u e  Church I have  wished  
you would p r i n t  it a g a i n .  I t  seems too  good t o  be t r u e ,  how I 
wanted a comple t e  set! I t  would be f a n t a s t i c  i f  it w e r e  i n  book- 
stores b e c a u s e  i t  is u n l i k e  any o t h e r  " B i b l e  S t o r y "  book. I t  
w o u l d n ' t  s u r p r i s e  me i f  God would u s e  i t  t o  c a l l  a d u l t s  i n  t h e  world.  

--Gordon L.  So l t  (Burbank,  CAI 

I a m  so happy you are g o i n g  t o  o r d e r  a new e d i t i o n  o f  The B i b l e  
Story book by M r .  Wolverton.  I w a s  n o t  a b l e  t o  o b t a i n  a l l  of t h e  
o l d  volumes,  b u t  t h e  o n e s  I had were worn o u t  from u s e  w h i l e  I w a s  
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r a i s i n g  my c h i l d r e n .  They loved them and so d i d  I .  I have wished 
very much f o r  some new ones f o r  a ve ry  long t i m e .  So t h i s  i s  very  
e x c i t i n g  news t o  m e  and I ' m  s u r e  i t  i s  t o  all of t h e  b r e t h r e n .  

- - M r s .  James Cook (Columbia, LA)  

I t h i n k  M r .  Wolverton 's  a r t  t a l e n t  i s  a ve ry  u s e f u l  t oo l  i n  h e l p i n g  
people  unders tand  t h e  B ib le .  A s  they  s a y ,  a p i c t u r e  i s  worth a 
thousand words and a l s o  i t  w i l l  h e l p  people  t o  g e t  a b e t t e r  p i c t u r e  
of t h e  c o n t e n t  of t h e  B i b l e  and make it more i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  under- 
s t a n d i n g  God' s Word. 

--Charles A .  Ehrn, Jr .  (Ba l t imore ,  M D )  

I have volumes I1 and 111, and I have enjoyed them and l e a r n  
f r o m  them easier  than  any o t h e r  way. I n  case of  r e p r i n t ,  I would 

& l i k e  t o  r e q u e s t  t h e  volumes t h a t  I do n o t  have. I n  my op in ion  
t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  t h a t  M r .  Wolverton p u t s  i n t o  t h e  a r t i c l e s  g i v e  i t  
SO much more meaning. 

--Bob M .  Rambo ( L u t e s v i l l e ,  MO) 

I r e a d  your  very  touching  t r i b u t e  t o  B a s i l  Wolverton and was 
i n j p i r e d  by it. I would be  m o s t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  becoming acqua in ted  
w i t h  M r .  Wolver ton ' s  B i b l e  S t o r y .  If  it i s  p o s s i b l e  I would c o n s i d e r  
it an honor t o  be  p l aced  on t h e  l i s t  of t h o s e  who might  be  con- 
s i d e r e d  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  new e d i t i o n  of The B i b l e  S t o r y  book. 

--Matthew Shanley (Somers, CT) 
C a t h o l i c  Chaplain a t  t h e  Connect icu t  
S t a t e  P r i s o n  

Expres s ions  of Apprec ia t ion  f o r  Broadcas ts  

I hea rd  your  b r o a d c a s t  by a c c i d e n t  a couple  of  w e e k s  ago. I t  
seemed a s  though God meant it t o  happen. I always had set my c lock  
r a d i o  on an F M  s t a t i o n .  Ev iden t ly  one of my c h i l d r e n  had f l i c k e d  
t h e  b u t t o n  from FM t o  AN. So when it woke m e  up t h e  n e x t  morning, 
you w e r e  on. Now I set  t h e  r a d i o  t o  come on a t  5:OO so I can h e a r  
a l l  your  program b e f o r e  I g e t  up. 

- - M r s .  Carolyn Kinworthy (Moweaqua, I L )  

I ' v e  been l i s t e n i n g  t o  your  r a d i o  program f o r  a couple  o f  months 
and have dec ided  t o  e n r o l l  i n  your B i b l e  Study Course. I l i s t e n  t o  
YOU on WMAQ r a d i o  s t a t i o n  i n  Chicago. 
f o r  work every  morning a t  f i v e .  I d i d n ' t  l i k e  your  program a t  f i r s t ,  
b u t  fo r  some reason  I k e p t  l i s t e n i n g  every  morning and a l l  t h i n g s  
you t a l k  about  are s t a r t i n g  t o  make s e n s e  t o  m e .  

You come on j u s t  a s  I l eave  

--Steve Haslet t  (Altamont,  I L )  

I want t o  l e t  you know how much I r e a l l y  need and a p p r e c i a t e  your 
d a i l y  r a d i o  b r o a d c a s t s .  Your voice coming loud  and clear o v e r  t h e  
a i r  speaks  t h e  real  p l a i n  t r u t h  about  God's Word. I need t h a t  
preaching  and teaching .  Each b roadcas t  i s  l i k e  a b r i l l i a n t  l i g h t  
s h i n i n g  i n  t h e  darkness .  I t  g i v e s  m e  much t o  t h i n k  abou t  f o r  t h e  
rest of t h e  day- 

--John K .  P i e r s o n  (Warren, P A )  
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I t  sounds so very  good t o  h e a r  your v o i c e  coming a c r o s s  o u r  r a d i o  
so loud and c lear  s t i l l  s t r o n g l y  c r y i n g  a loud  t o  I s r a e l .  

- - J e w e l  S t .  John (Honey Grove, PA)  

ON THE WOKLD SCENE 

IRAN: AMERICA REAPS BITTER FRUITS OF WAYWARD POLICY I t ' s  now ove r  a 
month s i n c e  " s t u d e n t s "  stormed t h e  U.S. Embassy i n  Teheran. F i f t y  
American hos t ages  remain i n  c a p t i v i t y - - t h e i r  hopes of e a r l y  release a s  
remote as eve r .  What l e d  up t o  t h i s  h u m i l i a t i n g  expe r i ence?  I t ' s  n o t  
h a r d  t o  d i scove r .  

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  P r e s i d e n t  C a r t e r  assumed o f f i c e  i n  January 1 9 7 7 ,  h e  l a i d  
down t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of  h i s  "new look' '  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  a p o l i c y  advocated 
by l e f t i s t  S t a t e  Department p l a n n e r s  who had been thwar ted  by t h e  hard-  
l i n e ,  r e a l p o l i t i k  approach of p rev ious  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s .  

F i r s t  of a l l ,  t h e  E a s t - W e s t  i d e o l o g i c a l  s t r u g g l e  was t o  be  down-played, 
Americans having shed t h e i r  " i n o r d i n a t e  f e a r  of Communism.'' I n  i t s  p l a c e  
w a s  a new, 90-degree t u r n  of  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a x i s .  The w o r l d  w a s  hence- 
f o r t h  t o  be viewed p r i m a r i l y  as a "North-South" s t r u g g l e - - t h a t  i s ,  one 
between t h e  developed c o u n t r i e s  of t h e  Northern Hemisphere ( i n c l u d i n g  
Communist s tates) and t h e  "developing" c o u n t r i e s  of t h e  b a s i c a l l y  s o u t h e r n  
hemisphere Th i rd  World. 

C e n t r a l  t o  t h i s  swi t ch  was t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  emphasis on "human r i g h t s . "  
The prime t a r g e t s  of t h e  new approach w e r e  r i g h t - o f - c e n t e r  governments-- 
such as i n  I r a n  and Nicaragua--which, w h i l e  h a r d l y  S w i s s  o r  American- 
s t y l e  Democracies, had he lped  s t e m  t h e  t i d e  a g a i n s t  Communism or  Communist- 
a g i t a t e d  v io l ence .  

America's h u m i l i a t i o n  i n  I r a n  can b e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h i s  ve ry  p o l i c y  s h i f t .  
Synd ica t ed  columnist Jack  Anderson r e p o r t e d  on December 7: " I n  m e m o i r s  
t h a t  may neve r  b e  p u b l i s h e d ,  t h e  deposed Shah of  I r a n  blames Jimmy C a r t e r  
f o r  p r e s s u r i n g  him t o  make concess ions  t h a t  cost  h i s  t h r o n e  and brought  
Aya to l l ah  Ruhollah Khomaini t o  power. I' 

The Shah, acco rd ing  t o  h i s  memoirs, s a i d  t h a t  du r ing  t h e  l a s t  y e a r s  o f  
h i s  r e i g n ,  he  had been under c o n s t a n t  American p r e s s u r e  t o  r e l a x  h i s  g r a s p  
on p o l i t i c a l  d i s s e n t  i n  h i s  count ry .  The release of  hundreds of p o l i t i c a l  
prisoners--avowed enemies of t h e  Shah--only l e d  t o  more problems,  h i s  
enemies convinced t h e  Shah was a c t i n g  o u t  of weakness. When h e  c racked  
down on subsequent  c i v i l  u n r e s t ,  h i s  p o l i c y  on ly  drew more i r e  from 
Washington. 

Even when he  l e f t ,  t h e  Shah s a i d  h e  had been l e d  by t h e  P r e s i d e n t  t o  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  h i s  e x i t  would b e  on ly  temporary--a t i m e  du r ing  which h i s  
g e n e r a l s  could  g e t  t h e  upper hand, calm t h i n g s  down and r e t u r n  t h e  Shah 
t o  power (as  happened i n  1 9 5 3 ) .  But ,  accord inq  t o  Anderson, " C a r t e r  
p u l l e d  t h e  rug o u t  from under him. According t o  t h e  Shah ' s  view, h i s  
g e n e r a l s  w e r e  n o t i f i e d  t h a t  i f  they  t r i e d  t o  s e i z e  c o n t r o l  and b r i n g  back 
t h e  Shah, t h e  United States  would c u t  o f f  a l l  s u p p l i e s  and a s s i s t a n c e . "  

The Shah h a s  ano the r  b i t t e r  complaint  a g a i n s t  M r .  C a r t e r .  The p r e s i d e n t  
once p r a i s e d  him i n  language t h a t  was almost  obsequious.  I n  a N e w  Year 's  
Eve toas t  a t  t h e  dawning of  t h e  S h a h ' s  f i n a l  y e a r ,  Carter  d e c l a r e d :  " I r a n ,  
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because  of t h e  g r e a t  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  Shah ,  i s  a n  i s l a n d  o f  s t a b i l i t y  . . .  
T h i s  i s  a g r e a t  t r i b u t e  t o  you ,  Your M a j e s t y ,  and  t o  t h e  r e s p e c t  and  t h e  
a d m i r a t i o n  and t h e  l o v e  which your  p e o p l e  g i v e  you ."  

The Shah p r e v i o u s l y  had  t r o u b l e  w i t h  a r c h - f o e  A y a t o l l a h  Khomaini as e a r l y  
as 1 9 6 3 .  The main g rudge  t h e  v a r i o u s  A y a t o l l a h s  and  mul l ahs  had  a g a i n s t  
t h e  Shah w a s  a s i m p l e ,  p o l i t i c a l l y - m o t i v a t e d  one :  The Shah ,  i n  h i s  
a m b i t i o u s  l a n d  r e fo rm program wanted t o  r e d u c e  t h e  s i z e  of  t h e  v a s t  
h o l d i n g s  of  r e l i g i o u s - h e l d  l a n d .  ( H e  had  a l r e a d y  d i v e s t e d  h i m s e l f  of h i s  
own crown-held l a n d s ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  se t  an  example.  T h a t ,  p l u s  h i s  d e s i r e  
t o  e m a n c i p a t e  I r a n i a n  women, e a r n e d  t h e  Shah t h e  e t e r n a l  w r a t h  of  I r a n ' s  
I s lamic  l e a d e r s h i p .  I t ' s  been  a s i m p l e ,  c u t - a n d - d r i e d  power s t r u g g l e  a l l  
a l o n g .  

Many, i n c l u d i n g  S e n a t o r  Ted Kennedy, have  d e c r i e d  t h e  S h a h ' s  r e i g n  as  
b e i n g  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  v i o l e n t  and r e p r e s s i v e .  The f ac t s . ,  however,  d o n ' t  
b e a r  o u t  e i t h e r  t h e  cries of t h e  U . S .  l i b e r a l - l e f t  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o r  t h e  
o u t r a g e o u s  a l l e g a t i o n s  of  Khomain i ' s  pseudo-government.  (The  new F o r e i g n  
M i n i s t e r  Gotbzadeh i s  fond  o f  c a l l i n g  t h e  Shah t h e  ' ' m o s t  e v i l  man on f a c e  
of  e a r t h . " )  Accord ing  t o  a B r i t i s h  e x p e r t  on I r a n ,  n o r m a l l y  i n  an a v e r a g e  
y e a r ,  1 0 0  p e r s o n s  w e r e  impr i soned  o r  k i l l e d  f o r  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  b e l i e f s ,  
t h e s e  b e i n g  avowed enemies  o f  t h e  S h a h ' s  government.  S a y s  t h i s  e x p e r t  f r o m  
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  S t r a t e g i c  S t u d i e s  i n  London: "The n o t i o n  
t h a t  t h e  Shah w a s  u n i q u e l y  v i c i o u s  d o e s n ' t  b e a r  up. T h e r e  i s  h a r d l y  any 
T h i r d  World government t h a t  c a n n o t  be a c c u s e d  of  s i m i l a r  crimes." 

Charges  t h a t  t h e  Shah b i l k e d  h i s  c o u n t r y  of b i l l i o n s  o f  do l l a r s  are 
s i m i l a r l y  overstated: R e p o r t s  Newsweek, i n  t h e  December 1 0  , 1 9 7 9  e d i t i o n :  
"The S h a h ' s  c r i t i c s  u s u a l l y  f a i l  t o  ment ion  t h a t  t h e  g rea t  b u l k  o f  t h e  
P a h l a v i  w e a l t h  w a s  i n  Iran and r e v e r t e d  t o  t h e  I r a n i a n  government  when 
t h e  Shah f l e d .  ' I f  a n y t h i n g ,  t h e  Shah may have  i n c r e a s e d  r a t h e r  t h a n  
p l u n d e r e d  t h e  w e a l t h  of I r a n , '  s a y s  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  p o l i t i c a l  
s c i e n t i s t  George Lenczowski.  ' I r a n  w a s  l e f t  w i t h  a f a n t a s t i c  amount o f  
money. ' 'I 

The f a c t s  a r e ,  t h e  Shah w a s  a f r i e n d  o f  t h e  U . S .  and  t h e  W e s t  f o r  3 7  
y e a r s .  But  h e  w a s  no  l a c k y  e i t h e r ,  as h i s  c r i t i c s  a l so  c h a r g e .  H e  l e d  
t h e  push f o r  a s t e e p  rise i n  OPEC o i l  p r i c e s .  T h e r e  w a s  a r e a s o n  b e h i n d  
t h i s  as w e l l .  B r i t a i n  had  abandoned i t s  "seagate" h o l d i n g s  i n  Aden and  
t h e  P e r s i a n  G u l f ,  l e a v i n g  a dange rous  vacuum. The Shah needed  money t o  
f i n a n c e  a r a p i d  i n c r e a s e  i n  I r a n ' s  armed forces i n  order t o  become t h e  
"pol iceman o f  t h e  G u l f . "  I n  t h i s  he  had Wash ing ton ' s  f u l l  s u p p o r t .  

The undermining of t h e  Shah g r a p h i c a l l y  reveals t h e  b a n k r u p t c y  of 
America's r e c e n t  l e f t i s t  human-r ights  p o l i c y .  David H o r o w i t z ,  a s e l f -  
p r o f e s s e d  Marxist r o m a n t i c  i n  h i s  e a r l y  y e a r s ,  w r i t e s  i n  t h e  December 8 
e d i t i o n  o f  The N a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  " b l i n d  spo t ' '  of t h e  l e f t :  "Above a l l ,  
t h e  l e f t  seems t r a p p e d  i n  i t s  r o m a n t i c  v i s i o n  ... The l e f t ' s  i n d i g n a t i o n  
seems e x c l u s i v e l y  reserved f o r  o u t r a g e s  t h a t  c o n f i r m  t h e  Marxis t  d i a g n o s i s  
of  t h e  s i c k n e s s  o f  c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y .  Thus ,  t h e r e  i s  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  
m u r d e r  and r e p r e s s i o n  i n  N i c a r a g u a ,  b u t  n o t  Cambodia, C h i l e  b u t  n o t  T i b e t ,  
Sou th  A f r i c a  b u t  n o t  Uganda, I s r ae l  b u t  n o t  L ibya  o r  Iraq. P o l i t i c a l  
s u p p o r t  i s  m u s t e r e d  for o p p r e s s e d  m i n o r i t i e s  i n  Western c o u n t r i e s  b u t  n o t  
i n  R u s s i a . .  . , w h i l e  a T h i r d  World c o u n t r y  t h a t  d e c l a r e s  i t s e l f  " M a r x i s t "  
p u t s  i t s e l f - - b y  t h a t  v e r y  act--beyond r e p r o a c h .  I n  t h e  same v e i n ,  almost 
any ' l i b e r a t i o n  movement' is  embraced as j u s t  t h a t ,  though it may b e  a s  
unmis t akab ly  a t a v i s t i c  and c l e r i c a l l y  f a s c i s t  on f i r s t  s i g h t  as  t h e  
A y a t o l l a h  Khomaini ' s  i n  I r a n . "  

--Gene H .  Hogberg, N e w s  Bureau 


