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GOSSIP AND ACCUSATION MUST STOP! 

Preface by God's A p o s t l e  

Perhaps t h e  number one problem -- yes  and even t h e  number one -- 
and most F r e v a l e n t  S I N  i n  God's Church today is careless GOSSIP and 
rumor spreading.  Whether or n o t  r e a l i z e d ,  i t  o f t e n  becomes accusa- 
t i o n  and s l a n d e r .  

I f  a h o s t i l e  s t u d e n t  demonstrat ion,  such a s - o r g a n i z e d  and pro- 
moted by Communists, had appeared on t h e  Ambassador Campus I would 
have made i t  my bus iness  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  l e a d e r ,  and g e t  r i d  of him. ,  
Once such a c t i v i t y  loses i t s  l e a d e r s h i p  t h e  followers d i s i n t e g r a t e .  
I t ' s  t h e  s a m e  on o u r  problem of rumors -- e s p e c i a l l y  those  ugly rumors 
t h a t  d i scred i t  and accuse  -- a c t u a l l y ,  perhrtps un rea l i zed ,  a form of 
c h a r a c t e r  a s s a s s i n a t i o n !  
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I f u l l y  r ea l i ze  t h a t  o f t e n  t h i s  i s  m e r e  c a r e l e s s n e s s  -- a sor t  
of th ink ing  through t h e  mouth -- wi th  no d e l i b e r a t e  i n t e n t i o n  t o  
harm. B u t  i t  does harm! And s o m e t i m e s  it i s  in tended  t o  harm! 0 ---- 

The s u b j e c t  came up i n  a conversa t ion  w i t h  Dave Antion. A t  my 
reques t  he has prepared  t h e  fo l lowing  memorandun on GOD'S LAW covering 
t h i s  subject. 

This  so r t  of t h i n g  must be  stamped o u t  of God's Church. Our -- 
Leader and HEAD of  t h e  ChurchTJesus  C h r i s t ,  is t y r n i m ' s  Church 
around,, though H e  u s e s  H i s  human s e r v a n t  i n  so doing. 

However, because 1) w e  have perhaps c a r e l e s s l y  neg lec t ed  emphathic 
teaching on t h i s  subject, and 2 )  much of such g o s s i p  o r  rumor has  
probably been done c a r e l e s s l y  wi thou t  f u l l  r e a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  s e r i o u s -  
n e s s  or consequences of it, I decided t o  wi thhold  direct and d e f i n i t e  
p u n i t i v e  c o r r e c t i o n  or  c o r r e c t i v e  a c t i o n ,  u n t i l  this t h i n  has  been 
emphasized by t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  and i n  p r i n t ,  b e f o r e t h e  m d r m p 7  

F i r s t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  I a s s i g n  it t o  each of you t o  preach on t h i s  
s u b j e c t ,  and w e  w i l l  a l s o  t r y  t o  reach t h e  b r e t h r e n  through t h e  GOOD 
NEWS. I rea l ize  t h a t  even many of  u s ,  i n c l u d i n g  myself ,  may have been 
g u i l t y  of t h i s  through c a r e l e s s n e s s ,  t hough t l e s sness ,  o r  n e g l e c t .  I 
have decided,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  f i rs t  w e  must put emphatic emphasis on 
t h i s  mat tdr  i n  t each ings ,  sermons and ar t ic les .  

0 B u t  t h i s  i s  t o  be followed by DIRECT ACTION, seeking  o u t  t h e  
SOURCE -- t h e  one who s t a r t e d  t h e  rumor, f a l s e  accusa t ion  o r  whatever,  
and t h e n  making an example of t h a t  person ,  i f  necessary ,  b e f o r e  t h e  
l o c a l  Church or  t h e  whole Church. I f e e l  tha t  t h i s  i s  CHRIST'S  WAY 



of stamping o u t  t h i s  e v i l  from God's Church, and I ac t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
i n  H i s  name. 

:s m 
Following is  Mr. Ant ion ' s  memo t o  m e  on t h i s  s u b j e c t .  PLEASE 0 

BE SURE TO USE THIS AS SERMON MATERIAL. 

n LO: M r .  Herbert W. Armstrong 
From: David L. Antion 
Date: J u l y  1 4 ,  1978 

Here ' is  t h e  memo you askeG me to  w r i t e  when I w a s  i n  your o f f i c e  
l a s t  Fr iday.  I t  is  on t h e  subject of w h a t  God's  Law has  t o  s a y  abou t  
f a l s e  w i t n e s s e s  and a c c u s a t i c n s .  - 

As you have t a u g h t  fo r  many y e a r s ,  t h e  s t a t u t e s  of  S c r i p t u r e s  
a r e  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  GREAT LAWS of G o d  i n  t h e  Ten Commandments. The 
n i n t h  commandment -- "Thou s h a l t  n o t  bear f a l s e  w i t n e s s  a g a i n s t  t h y  
neighbor"  -- i s  the  basis f o r  t h e  o t h e r  s t a t u t e s  and judgments i n  t h i s  
ca t egory  i n  t h e  B i b l e .  

M o s t  people  assume t h a t  t h e  n i n t h  commandment i s  only  a g a i n s t  ' 3 
l y ing .  Though it does cover l y i n g  (Rev. 21:8; C o l .  3:9) it i s  mainly 
a g a i n s t  f a l s e  a c c u s a t i o n s  made a g a i n s t  another !  

You have a lso t a u g h t  t h a t  t h e  main object of t h e  l a s t  s i x  command- 
ments is love of o n e ' s  neighbor  (Rom. 13:9-10).  And t h e  n i n t h  command 
f o r b i d s  u t t e r i n g  fa l se  wi tness  a g a i n s t  o n e ' s  ne ighbor  -- t h u s  harming 
him. 
fa lse  ev idence  . . . ( a g a i n s t  your  n e i g h b o r ) .  'I 

h i s  neighbor  ( b r o t h e r )  ?? 

The Moffatt and t h e  New Engl i sh  B i b l e  s a y ,  "You s h a l l  n o t  g i v e  

Does God c o n s i d e r  it a l i g h t  t h i n g  for  a man t o  f a l s e l y  accuse  

And what  a b o u t  J e s u s '  words: "Judge n o t  t h a t  y e  be n o t  judged"? 
W e  know t h a t  w e  can judge a p e r s o n ' s  a c t i o n s  whether t hey  be i n  con- 
formi ty  o r  n o t  with God's l a w .  But can  w e  judge h i s  h e a r t ?  

" B u t  why d o s t  thou  judge t h y  b r o t h e r ?  For  we s h a l l  a l l  s t a n d  
be fo re  t h e  judgment seat  of C h r i s t "  (Rom. 1 4 : l O ) .  And i n  v e r s e  13 ,  
" L e t  u s  n o t  t h e r e f o r e  judge one a n o t h e r  any m o r e . "  - 

The apostle James must have had trouble w i t h  judging and accus ing  
i n  h i s  day,, f o r  he w r i t e s :  "Speak n o t  e v i l  one of a n o t h e r ,  b r e t h r e n .  
H e  t h a t  speaketh  e v i l  of h i s  b r o t h e r ,  and judge th  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  speaketh  
e v i l  of t h e  l a w  and j u d g e t h  t h e  law: b u t  i f  t hou  judge t h e  l a w ,  t hou  
a r t  n o t  a o e r  of t h e  l a w ,  b u t  a judge. There i s  one l awgiver ,  who 
is a b l e  t o  save and t o  d e s t r o y :  who a r e  thou  t h a t  j u d g e s t  ano the r?"  
(James 4 : 1 1- 12. ) 

-- -- -_I 
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Those who would speak e v i l  of  o t h e r s  and judge t h e i r  b r o t h e r s  

) are i n  r e a l i t y  judging t h e  l a w  and speaking ev i l  of GOD'S LAW! 
l i k e  you have s a i d ,  "The one who accuses  is u s u a l l y  g u i l t y  of  t h e  
very t h i n g  he accuses  o t h e r s  o f . "  

I f  a m i n i s t e r  g o t  up i n  t h e  p u l p i t  and spoke e v i l  of  t h e  l a w  of 
God (which i s  holy ,  j u s t  and good) ,  h e  would be dismissed from t h e  
minis t ry!  Bu t  what happens t o  him i f  he  judges t h e  i n t e n t ,  thoughts  
and b e l i e f s  of h i s  b r o t h e r ?  

And 

0 

For too long  God's Work and God's MINISTRY have been d iv ided  
BECAUSE O F  FALSE ACCUSATIONS AND JUDGING!!! I t  i s  t i m e  t h a t  God's 
Law be a p p l i e d  and t h a t  God's own - judgments be  enforced  a g a i n s t  t h o s e  - 
who judge and f a l s e l y  accuse! 

I t  w a s  f a l s e  accuse r s  t h a t  g o t  J e s u s  c r u c i f i e d !  Should God's 
Church house them now? Should it a l l o w  f a l s e  accuse r s  ( t h u s  encourag- 
i n g  them i n  t h e i r  deeds)  t o  cont inue  t h e i r  s a t a n i c  a c t i o n s ? ?  

Many people  d o n ' t  mean or i n t e n d  t o  be  mal ic ious  w i t h  t h e i r  
words. They are j u s t  careless and n e g l e c t f u l .  They say  and pass  on- . 
information wi thou t  checking it o u t  -- wi thpu t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ! !  For  
some, it i s  j u s t  h a b i t .  B u t  God's Law a l so  d e a l s  w i th  neg lec t !  And 
one can f o r f e i t  h i s  l i f e  through neg lec t !  (See Exodus 21:28-36.) 

Sometimes people  accuse  because they  want t o  g e t  ano the r  person 
i n  trouble and see him thrown o u t  of  h i s  j ob  or  t h e  Church! 

Whatever t h e  motive -- whether n e g l e c t ,  c a r l e s s n e s s  o r  malice -- i/ 
b 

J e s u s '  words s t i l l  r i n g  t r u e :  "But I say  unto you, t h a t  every  i d l e  
(Moffat t  s ays  "careless") word t h a t  men s h a l l  speak,  they  s h a l l  g i v e  
account t he reo f  i n  t h e  day o f  judgment. For  by thy  words thou s h a l t  
be j u s t i f i e d ,  and by t h y  words thou s h a l t  be  condemned" (Mat. 12:36-37). 

Another t r a n s l a t i o n  s a y s  it t h i s  way: "I t e l l  you t h i s :  t h e r e  
is n o t  a t h o u g h t l e s s  word t h a t  comes from men's l i p s  b u t  they  w i l l  
have t o  account f o r  it on t h e  day o f  judgment" (New Eng l i sh  B i b l e ) .  

BUT WHAT SHOULD HAPPEN TO PEOPLE WHO FALSELY ACCUSE? 

HERE I S  GOD'S JUDGMENT: (Moffa t t  t r a n s l a t i o n )  " I f  a malicious 
wi tnes s  appears  a g a i n s t  a man t o  accuse  him of  ev i l -doing ,  then  t h e  
two p a r t i e s  i n  t h e  d i s p u t e  s h a l l  appear  b e f o r e  t h e  E t e r n a l ,  t h a t  
i s ,  be fo re  t h e  p r i e s t s  and t h e  p r e s i d i n g  judges;  t h e  judges s h a l l  in -  
v e s t i g a t e  t h e  matter c a r e f u l l y ,  and if it t u r n s  o u t  t h a t  t h e  w i t n e s s  
is mal ic ious  and t h a t  he  has  g iven  fa lse  w i t n e s s  a g a i n s t  h i s  fe l low,  
YOU MUST TREAT H I M  AS HE MEANT HIS FELLOW TO BE TREATED; SO SHALL YOU 
ERADICATEtEVIL FROM YOUR MIDST. THE OTHERS SHALL HEAR AND FEAR AND ---- 
NEVER AGAiN BE GUILTY OF - - - -  SUCH A SIN" (Deut .  19:16-20). - 

So then what should happen t o  t h e  person who makes t h e s e  accusa- 
t i m s ?  

0 
I n  t h e  l a s t  few years God's Church has  been a house d iv ided  and 

f i l l e d  wi th  t h i s  deadly e v i l .  Accusers t a k e  v e r b a l  r i f l e  s h o t s  a t  
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o t h e r s  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  them f i r e d  o r  excommunicated or t o  damage t h e i r  
r e p u t a t i o n s .  But t h e  only  t h i n g  t h a t  happens t o  t h e  accuser  i s  t h a t  
he is  t o l d  he  is  mistaken! O r  i f  con f ron ted  by h i s  in tended  v i c t i m ,  
h e  apologizes!  0 

H e  -- t h e  accuse r  -- r i s k s  a b s o l u t e l y  nothing! H e  damages o t h e r s ,  
almost succeeds i n  g e t t i n g  them f i r e d ,  demoted, thrown o u t  of  t h e  
church, o r  cast i n  susp ic ion ,  cons idered  unt rus twor thy ,  avoided -- or 
a t  t h e  very  least ,  causes  them t o  consmne enormous amounts of t i m e  
t r y i n g  t o  s t r a i g h t e n  o u t  t h e  problem and t r a c k  down t h e  rumor. 

But NOTHING happens t o  t h e  accuser !  H e  i s  f i n e  - -"a l ive  and 
w e l l " - -  and ready f o r  another  t r y  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

One of t h e  w o r s t  t h i n g s  about  a l l  of t h i s  is  t h a t  o f t e n  t h e  
v i c t im  of t h e  accusa t ion  d o e s n ' t  even know t h a t  he i s  be ing  s l a n d e r e d ,  
accused, cast  i n  susp ic ion ,  judged! Things are said which may s t i c k  
i n  t h e  minds of t h o s e  who hear .  ,Though no a c t i o n  i s  taken,  these 
s l a n d e r s  affect  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  people  have wi th  t h e  accused 
person. People  avoid  him. M i s t r u s t  him. H e  i s ' p a s s e d  ove r  for  
important  j o b s  or assignments.  
TWO S A I D  CARELESSLY, NEGLECTFULLY OR MALICIOUSLY:!! 

-.- 

ALL OF THIS JUST BECAUSE OF A WORD OR . 

Only by app ly ing  God's Law -- H I S  GOVERNMENT -- t o  t h e  Church 
can w e  r i d  t h e  Church of t h i s  deadly e v i l .  
i n d i v i d u a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  l i v e  up t o  t h e  s p i r i t  of t h e  l a w  of G o d ,  
t h e  love of God, which does o u r  neighbor  no ha.m. Only i n  t h e s e  ways 
can w e  ach ieve  HAPPINESS, PEACE, U N I T Y  AND J O Y  which God w i l l  approve 
and  BLESS i n  His Church! 

Each one of us  must t a k e  


