
,

of the Worldwide Church of God and Ambassador Col/ege

VOLUME 5, NU MBER 3 PAGES 73-100 MARC H 23, 1977

'. J

I
\...

International
Division

MEMBER LETTER
TO SOUTHEAST ASIA

Editor's Note: S ince M r. M cCullough was in Aus­
tra lia for their ministers' conference. the follo wing
pre-Passover letter from J ohn Halford to brethren
in Sou theast A sia is being reprinted for your spe­
cial interest, inspiration. and as an update on
activities in th is far-flung area. Preceding the lei ­
ter is a personal memo to the M anaging Editor.

Dear Richard :
Please find enclosed a copy of a member news­

let .ter t hat I sen t recently to scattered members in
South East Asia. Mr. Wilson asked me to send you
a copy as it contains news that migh t be useful for
The Bulletin .

I on ly in tended it as a personal letter to our
sc a ttered m embers in Mal aysi a , Singap ore ,
Indonesia, etc., bu t if you ca n use any of it , that's
fine.

All t he best from all of us here. Incidentally , I,
thought the las t Bulletin was one of the most
encoura ging and posit ive issues ever. I particula rly
appreciated the transcript of Mr. Rader's address
to t he employees, and I know for a certainty that
many other min isters a nd executives in Austral ia
felt the sa me way. Tha t sort of t hing ca n only help
st rengt hen t he Church and give us more unity and
loya lty t o each other .

Personal regards,
J ohn Halford

Dear Brethren in South East Asia :
I thou ght I would wri te to yo u all one more t ime

before I leave. Brian Hose and I lea ve Sydney in
the a fte rnoon of Thursday, 17 March . The next
few days are going to be very busy. On Sunday,
Mr. McCu llo ugh arrives to cond uct t he loca l min­
isterial conference which will take place next
week. I act ually have to leave one day before the
end of t he conference in order to be in Mal aysia in
time for T eo Poh Oon 's wedding.

Before I go any further, let me reassure you all
that Mr. Herbert Armst ron g was not hurt in t he
earthq uake in Rumania . He was in London at the
tim e, so he would not have bee n in volved in a~y

way. However, I am sure that the news of a major
ea rthq uake taking place in a city he had been in
just a few days before will have made a n im pa ct on
Mr. Annstrong and will have spurr ed him on to
even greater efforts in preachin g the Gospel of t he
Kingdom. Again, it remind s us that we need to be
praying for Mr. Herbert Annst rong's heal th a nd
well-be ing every day.

You will also be relieved to kn ow that Mr. Bing
Crosby was not badly injured in his fall in the
Auditorium. Apparently the fall occurr ed a t the
end of h is performance. so the TV show was not
spoilt.

Everything is progressing very well in the Work
at the moment. Mr. Annst ron g wrote to the minis­
ters a few days ago , and said there was definit ely a
renewed fee lin g of enthusiasm, and confidence.
T hat is certain ly true in Austral ia, and a lso, I
hope, in South East Asia. We are making progress
in many directions. The television programme is
be ing accepted by more and more TV stations in
Australia, and it should not be long before we can
reach nearly every Australian home. We have a lso
pla nned for cam paigns in most Australian towns
and cit ies this year.
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Already the television progra mme is getting us
better known in Au stralia. There have been sev ­
eral articles about the program me in t he da ily
newspapers. They hav en't all been complim en­
tary , of cou rse, but we don't min d that. T he pro­
gramme is making a n impact, 'an d t hat is t he
important thin g!

We are not overlooking Sou th East Asia in ou r
plans for growth, eit her. I hav e got some ex citing
news of progress for you . T he WORLD T OMORROW
radio pro gramme has been accepted for bro ad ­
casting on three stations in the Solomon Is lan ds.
This is the very firs t time tha t we have had any
wit ness to this pa rt of the world ! T he powerfu l
radio transm itters will not only reach t he Solo­
mon Isla nds the mselves, but also large par ts of
Papua New Guinea , the othe r Pacific Isla nds, an d
even the East Coast of Australia . There is a poten ­
tial listenin g audience of three and on e-h alf mi l­
lion people! The Solomon Isla nds are a British
protectorate and English is widely spoken .

There is conside rable in terest in ou r Work in the
new n ation of Papua New Guinea . Up until
recentl y we considered Papua New Guine a as part
of t he Australian Work for administrative pur­
poses. But since the nation is now independent,
has its own currency , postal sy stems, etc., Mr.
Wilson feels that it shoul d be conside red part of
the Sou th Eas t Asian Work. I h ave been reading
some of the le tters from Papua New Gui nea and I
ca n ass ure yo u t hat they show excellent potentia l.

So now we have one m ore nation to t hin k abou t ,
to plan for, and to pray abou t. We al ready h ave
about five members in Papua New Gu in ea. T he y
are all Europeans. Much of the native pop ulation
of Papua New Guinea is completely u neducated ,
an d live in t he stone age, but there is s t ill a large
nu m ber of educated and cu ltured native people
wh o read and understand ou r literatu re. Several
have written in for visits. I h ope tha t I will be able
to visit Papua New Guinea lat er th is yea r. It
would certainly be excit ing t o add some brethren
from Papua New Guinea t o our multi -ra cial South
East Asian congregation .

We are also investigatin g the poss ibilit y of the
radio programme being aired in In donesia , H on g
K on g, T aiwan , and Thailand. T he re is nothi ng
definite yet, but there are poss ibil ities.

More good news! At the s tar t of t h is mont h we
began t o mail the CORRESPONDENCE COURSE t o
interested s tude nts in South East Asia d irectly
from Australia. We have bee n very thankfu l for
the work that the office in Manila h as been doin g
on our beh al f. However , I think tha t we can give
st udents in South East Asia n cou nt r ies more per-
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sonal a t ten t ion by h andl in g the CORRESPON ­
DENCE COURSE directl y from this office . T he re are
on ly very few peop le doing the CORRESPONDENCE
COURSE at the moment, but we are going to do
somet hing about t hat. Just t his week we added 64
ne w students.

We h ave received many complain ts from both
m embers an d other re aders that the PLAIN T RUTH
is arriving very late, and somet imes not at all. I
have discussed th is si tuation extensively with M r.
Wilson . I can't make any definit e promises ye t ,
bu t I t h in k t hat we will be able to im pro ve mat ­
ters in t he near fu ture. We wa nt you t o receive
your PLAIN TRUTHS reg u la rly, and in good ti me. I
a m sure that receivin g the WORLDWID E NE WS
" h ot off the press" has made a big difference.

\Ve have m any more plans for encouragin g
growt h in the Sout h East Asian area. H owever, I
prefer t o wait until the re is someth in g definit e
before m aking any a nnouncemen ts.

Gro wth and progress are exciting, bu t with
gro wth a nd progress , t here is added responsibility .
God's Church must be dyn amic! Like a bicycle, it
must keep movin g if it is to ful fill it s fun ct ion . If it
stops, it falls down. God keeps us movin g by giving

(Continued on page 93)
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Gre etings from headquarters ! Sometimes , when it r a i n s , i t pours .
In my l a s t Persona l in the WN , I t r ied t o caution our b r ethren against
wh a t I call the " p r e - Pa s s o v e r doldrums " because of my histor ica l e xper­
i ence wi t h the ma ny r i s i ng proble ms of a d e e ply spir itua l nature whic h
seem to afflict s o ma ny o f God 's people just pr10r t o t he Passover ,
and durin g t he waning days o f t h e l o ng, t i resome wi n t e r.

Tragically , I have t o g ive you some very sad and shocking news .
Mr. Donald Wineinger shot his wife to death and then turned t h e gun
on himself and t o o k his own li f e on Marc h 1 6 , 1 9 7 7.

I was utterly stunne d by this news , s ince I have ta lked t o Mr .
and Mrs . Wineinger o n a n y number of occas ions , even though I d id not
know t h e m well personally , and remembe r havi ng s een them a round t he
headquarte rs church where Don wa s a l o cal e lde r i n 196 9 a nd 1 970 , du r ­
ing h is time here on campus , as well a s at the Feast in Spokane .
Apparently , pers onal fami ly p r ob l ems f ina l ly came t o the point that
Mrs . Wine inger wa s seek ing a d ivorce , a nd i t wa s i n t he l awyer ' s
of f ice whe r e the mu r de r/s u i c i d e took p lace . The Wi n e i n g e r s leave
four c h i l d r e n : Steven , Da r l a , Martin and Tisha , a g e s 22 , 19 , 17 and
1 5.

There is , o f c o urse , a t e mp t a tio n to ponder wh y ? Ho wever , the
utte r finali ty of such an act l e a v e s o n e on ly wi t h a sense o f fut i lity ,
s hock and d isma y , a nd makes y o u wi s h , f utilely, t hat you c o u l d h a v e
offered help a t a time when t hat help wo uld have b e e n beneficia l .

I do s i ncerely hope , f o r the sake of t h e Wineinge r 's ch i ldren
and t he i r fam i l y l o v e d o nes that t h e hatemongers wil l f ind some mea­
s u re of deep sympathy fo r t he me ntal a nd e motio nal anguish a nd t o r ­
ment which f inally e rupted i n such an act t hat t hey can omit attacks
of guilt by associat ion or a ttempts to see the gene ra l sp i r itual we ll
bein g o f Christ 's .ministry in t erms of s uch a tragedy .

Unfortunately , minis ters are people , too .

While I h a v e known f or many y e a r s the stress f a c t o rs in the mi n ­
i stry , e ven in t h e wo rld a t l a r g e , were so great that t he suic ide

I r ate among suc h a p ro fession was q u i t e high , I do no t belie v e a n y of
u s ever exp e cte d in our wilde s t dre ams t h a t such a t ragedy c ould
s t r i ke one o f our own numbe r .
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We a re e x t reme l y sor ry t hat we must r eport such s ober ing a nd
unwa n ted news , a nd I wo u ld l i ke t o a s k a l l of you t o r e me mbe r those
four s t unned c h i l d ren i n your p raye r s , a s we l l as ca l l upon a n y and
a l l who may have pe rso na l knOWl e dge o f Do n a nd Mar i lyn Jean t o offe r
wha t ever ass istance you can (as I know you will and p roba bly have
a l ready) t hrough a ny pe rsonal contacts you ha~e .

Mr . Jon Hill , who live s in the s tate of Washi ngton , wi l l be bring­
ing t h e Sabbath message on March 19th (be f o r e you r e a d thi s) , a nd
perhaps I can give you further news of the manner in which this a ffe c t s
the Spokane a r e a c hu r c h .

Mr. Ronald Dart is e n r oute , a s I wr ite , t o the Chica go a r ea fo r
talks with som e of y ou men the r e , and has a lready t old me preliminar­
i l y of a s ugge stio n or two he ha s i n mind f o r the pastors hip o f the
Spokane church .

I would a lso l ike to ask your prayers on behalf of Mrs. Jo Ann
Conn , who i s c urrent ly i n t he hosp ital suffering with a severe attack
of kidney stones , and i s in great pa in . Jo Ann , you wi ll r e c a l l , was
l eft a wi d ow with he r young daughter f ol l owing the t r a g i c death of
David Conn i n a motorcyc le/automob i le accident l a s t year .

I hope a l l of you wil l spend enoug h t ime in prayer and contem­
p lation of God 's Word so t hat you can especia l ly construct either a
sermon , o r c erta i n ly a strong and l e ng t h y announcement over the sub­
j e c t I have covered i n the beg inn ing o f t hi s l ett er .

There wi ll b e tho s e who will c la im i t is i mpo s sib l e for a man
who i s a mi nister , to do such a thin g ! Some few wi l l be g i n to draw
compar isons , cla imi ng t hat of a l l h uma n be i ngs the ministers are sup­
posed to be t ho s e most i n command of their emotions , most capable of
weather ing storms , mo s t sp i r itua l ly mature .

As a l l of us k now , that i s t he i de a l , but i t i s not always the
case . God 's prophets and apost le s o f o ld stressed time and t ime
aga in tha t t he y were on ly men , after a l l , of " l i ke passions (inc lud­
i ng ou tbur s t s o f a nger , sometimes , un f ortuna t e l y ) with other men , "
and we r e no t on a diffe rent p lane ; but h a d been saddled with a grave
r e s po n s i b ilit y .

Of course , we wil l ha v e to cove r the i ncid e n t i n a br ief story
i n t he WORLDWIDE NEWS . Per haps i t wi l l he lp to see what some of t he
l o c al are a ne wspa pers h a ve s a i d (wh ich I ha ve not r e c e i v e d as yet)
and t o r evi ew o t her news me di a coverage pr ior t o s uc h an article .

At any r a t e , I know you wil l a l l do your be s t t o perce ive the
chur ch-wi de effe c t s uch tra gic news may hav e , a nd to address i t cor ­
r e c t l y i n your a rea .

On a more ho pe f ul note , my fathe r is cur rently bus i l y invo lved
in h i s scheduled t estimo n i al d inners a n d speeches i n var i ous cit ie s
in Sou t h Afric a .
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We a re e xpect i ng the t e am from We s tern As sociat i on o f Schools
and Co l l eges o n campus t h e 21st t h r o u gh t h e 2 3rd o f Marc h , so by
the time you r e a d this , o u r ful l -fledged a c c red i t ation visit will b e
over .

Na tura l ly , we are bo th enthusiast ical l y opt imisti c a nd appreh e n ­
s i ve , as you can we l l i ma gin e . We have fel t for some time n ow t h a t
t he total str ucture of Ambassador Co l lege h a s g rown and deve loped so
signif icantl y i n t he p as t t h ree to f ive years that we a re t r u ly a
far more profess ional ins t i t u t i o n of h i g h e r education c l oser t o the
goals my fathe r , t he f o u n d e r of Ambas sador Co l l ege , envisioned c lea r
back i n t he mid- 19 40s , than at any other t ime .

We k no w t hat Ambassador Co l lege needs , a nd we since re l y ho pe i t
d eserves , r e gio n a l accreditation . Howeve r , we cannot always predict ,
nor would i t be fair t o do so , the e xact outco me of such a v is it .
Suff ice i t t o say t hat we s incere ly feel we are ~chieving the p r imar y
purpose fo r the accreditation process whic h i s stated i n the Ha ndbo o k
of Accreditat i on as be ing / "a vo luntary p rocess involv i n g an assoc ia­
t ion of schoo ls and c o l leges t o e ncourag e h i gh standards of educational
opportunity f or al l students . " The Ha n d boo k of Accre di t a tion goes
o n t o s ay , "A fundamental principle of accred itation i s -t hat; e a c h
institution wi l l e xpress , adopt and adhe re t o dec larat ions o f purposes
t hat a re suitable to t he n a t u r e of the i n s ti t utio n i t s e l f a nd equa l ly
appropriate wi thin the f r a me work of h igher e d u c a t i o n . Accreditation
e valuati on attempts to assess t he effect iveness of t he institut ion
in ach ieving its stated purposes" (emphasis mine) .

Th is statement from thei r own handbook i s a point I have t r i e d
to i mpre s s upon many who continual ly assume t hat the accreditation
process i s a "wa t e r i n g down " process , o r a " c o mp r omi s i n g " p rocess ,
whic h in some wa y r e mo v e s t he col lege f rom its stated goa ls a nd pur­
poses , most especial ly tho s e of a t h e o l o g i c a l , spiritual and mo ra l
characte r .

As you can eas ily see f rom the c onception o f the
p rocess i n t he f i rs t p lace , t hi s i s s imply not true .
t h e v is it will have bee n h i s t o r y b y t h e time you read
s o no doubt I will g ive you a ful l report next time .

acc redi ta t ion
At any rate ,
these l i ne s ,

.,

I mus t make another batch of f i ve -minute programs a lmost i mmed­
i ate ly (probably will h a v e t o do some o n Sabbath mo r n i ng ) and I ho pe
mo re a nd more of you a r e ab le to h e ar the five -minute programs i n
you r a reas as we a cquire n ew s tations . (Se e the Media sect ion f or
t he latest addit ions t o the r a d i o l o g .)

P l e a se be s u re t o t ake me u p on my o ffer , and "b ug" me , or a n y ­
one you know t h a t i s here a t h e a d q ua r t e r s to wh om you c an wri t e ,
about getti ng us on s t a t i o ns i n yo u r a reas ! I WANT constant feedback
f rom y o u fe l lows o n t h e s ite , i n t h e f ie ld , so our agency wi l l be
constan t l y apprised o f the need !

The d e a d line f or my book i s May 1 , so , a s you can i ma g i n e , I
am going to be b usie r than the proverbial "o n e - a r me d paper hanger "
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between now and that d a t e i n a n attempt t o keep u p wi t h a l l
dut ies and f in ish t he book . I fee l it i s c orning a long ve ry
opt imist ical l y ho pe I am more t h a n half- way thro ug h !

my o t her f '
we ll , a nd '

As I wrote to you pa s tors i n t ho r o ug h deta i l in t he l a st Pa s ­
t ora l News letter , Bing Crosby s lipped a nd f ell , resu l ting i n c o nsid ­
erable b rui se s , and is st i l l in the hospi ta l -to t h is day (as I d ic­
t ate thi s l e t t e r ). We put t o ge t he r a beautifu l se r ies of f ul l c o l o r
portrait p ictur e s of the 50 th ann iversary show during hi s tap i ng and
sen t i t over t o h im , and the s tudents we re tho ug ht f u l enough t o send
a huge car d signe d by each one of t hem .

Two secur ity guards s t and by h i s d oor at a l l t imes , and he i s
a l lowed no vi si t o r s e xcept hi s wi f e a n d a very c lose persona l fr i end.

Hospi t a l o ff ic ials tol d u s t hat forme r Pre sident Gera ld Ford
cal led a nd t alke d t o Bing r e c e n t l y , s o you can s e e his l o ng stay i n
t he hospi tal ha s r e s ul t e d i n a fa ir amount 6 f p ub l ic i ty .

We certainly hope and p ray that he will be up a nd -a bo u t so o n
and susta in no l a st i ng consequenc es from h i s fall .

I am l o o k i ng forward very much to be ing wi th all you fe l lows
in the a reas of Detroit , Ci nc innati , and Lake land , F l orida , withi n
the ne x t f e w d ays- -and though I do not want t o announce it now , i t
is qui te l i ke l y there will be s o me good news conce rning an i mpo r t a nt
mee t ing a t h igh gove rnment l e v e l s ometime soon !

(How 's t hat f o r s tarting a rumor ?)

Tha nks aga in f or t h e con t i n ua l l e t t e r s of encou ragement , a s
we l l a s tho s e o f deep ins i g h t i n t o curre n t p roblems and s i tuations.
I devo u r a l l these l e t t e r s , a nd do s incere l y apprec iate t hem!

Unt i l next time . •••

Your broth er in Chr is t ,

GTA : Lc
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- Russ Duke

Pastoral
Administration

Mr. Dart was unable to include a column for
The Bulletin due to t he enormous amount of work
in determ ining this year's ministerial assignments,
coupled with the t rauma of the t ra gedy in Sp o­
ka ne a nd the subsequent inundation of calls. He
had wanted to publish the new assignmen ts, but
due to the Spokane situation, he may yet have to
make a few changes. T he lists of transfers, sabbat­
icals and cha nges of respo nsibilities will probably
be placed in t he next Worldwide News.

Mr. Dart has just left to spend the week end in
Chicago where on Su nday he'll be in terviewing
nin e men under considera tion for appointment to
their first pas tora te . Monday's sche dule ca lls for a
t rip to t he northwest region , followed next week ­
end (March 25-27) with seven more prospect ive
pastors to be int erviewed in Washington, D.C. The
remaining in terviews will take place the following
weekend in Da llas.

On a persona l note, my family a nd I are now
moved " back home." I grew up a mi le from the
ca mpus, went to Big Sandy for fou r ye ars of col­
lege, then cam e back to Pasad ena where I worked
in Imperial Schools for four years. We cer tain ly
en joyed the two and a hal f years in the T opeka
area, bu t are now glad to be home.

I am presently working wit h George Geis on t he
Sabbatical Program, usin g recent critiques to
make next yea r's program even mo re applicab le t o
the needs of the minist ry . I have been able to meet
several of the present grou p, a nd have heard fine
rep or ts of t ime well spent in physical , mental and
spiritual rejuvenat ion . T hey are now chomping at
the bit to get in t o t heir new assignments. T hose of
you comin g in this year will receive a letter of
orientation to aid yo u in your plans.

We are also working on the Sabba t h classes for
the youth in t he Chu rch. You pastors will soon be
rec eiving a questionnaire so we ca n determine
where we now stand, and a lso to determine logisti­
cal problems in your area . I would appreciate
input from any of the church members regarding
ideas and resources t hey feel would be helpful.

If I can be of any help to you in the futu re,
please let me know. I' m glad to be in Pasadena ,
and yet at the same time, t o be able to work in the
minist ry and with the ministry. We'll keep you
informed regardin g the progress in the devel­
opme nt of the Sabba th schoo l program-and hope
you keep t he inp ut coming,

SERMON TAPES
Here are seven more sennons and six B ible

studies that are availa ble for pastoral use. They
may be requested by sermon. title, by name of min­
ister who gave it, or by our file number. Following
are synopses ofeach .

- Hugh Mauck

Letter to the Apostle Paul- Ted Armstrong
(H Q22)

In this sermo n Mr. Ted Arm strong expounds
the problems in the ea rly N.T . Church, especia lly
t he Corinthian Church, and the warnin gs the
apostl e Paul gave, stressing the bu ildi ng material
ana logy, Identical things are happening in the
Ch urch today as happened t he n, which he gives
exam ples of. He wa rn s that if we wou ld care to
look in to the Bible to find ou t what would be the
condit ion of God 's Church a t the most crucial
mom ent in world history, you find that the closer
you edge toward the beginning of the millenn ium ,
the larger the percentage of God 's Church will
become apathetic, t ired, and go to sleep. He ends
with the warning not to judge whether this is
God 's Church by the people in it who somet imes
don 't act like Christians.

Are We Ready for Christ's Return?- Ben
Chapman (HQ28)

If on ly t here were some clear-cu t way we cou ld
judge ourse lves to know whether or not we are
prepared for God 's Kingdom, bu t there isn 't . T here
is somet hing we can all do, however, as we reassess
our lives and see how we have progressed. From
here Mr. Chapman draws an ana logy of our Chris­
t ia n progress wit h t he pursui t of a Ph.D. degree,
the mid-term exams a long the way, pre pa ring for
the final exam, etc . He proposes seven com­
pre hen sive "mid-te rm exam questions" we mus t
all consider, especially during this Passover sea­
son.

Russia n Roulette: My Lord Delays H is
Coming-Ron Dar t (HQ25)

Mr. Dart begins by sho wing that t he world has
been for centuries playin g a kind of R ussia n Rou­
lette, which is a lso dangerous t o t he onlooker-the
posit ion we as members in God's Churc h find our­
selves in. As we examine prophecies being ful filled
(which he gives numerous exam ples 00, t ime after
time t he t rigger is pu lled, but t he gun doesn't go
off. Each time t he end was not yet . We are now
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living in a time when the tri gger is bein g pu lled
aga in, a nd in a t ime when we are bein g t old the
gun is em pty and ca nnot harm us. T he false
pr ophets will say "t omo rr ow will be just like
today, only better." The "wolf ' cry is going ou t
again , bu t few win believe the wolf is really here
when he does come. It is t ime to wake up and be
ale rt !

God's Sabbath-A Rich Delight-George Geis
IHQ14)

Mr. Geis's serm on takes a fresh look at the
meaning and purpose of God 's Sa bbath days. H e
em phasizes tha t the Sabba th gives us the op portu­
nity t o purs ue the very highest ide als of human
life. A Christian need s the Sabba th t o develop, a nd
his ch ildre n need it t o grow. And when we properly
understand God's purpose for crea t ing t he Sa b­
bath, how H e intended we observe it , and how it
was intended for ou r development spirit ua lly,
physicall y, emotio na lly and eve ry ot her way, then
we can see how the Sabbaths keep our perspective
st raigh t.

Ch r is tia n Relationship With God , Family,
and Fe llow Man- Steve Martin (HQ 27)

Mr. Martin st resses t he fact that God gives spe­
cial honor t o t he men and women who have a close
re lat ionshi p with H im, givin g exam ples fro m t he
Bible of some of those rela tionsh ips and t he people
to whom He gave special honor . He expounds t he
ad vantages such have-the promises we will have
if we do likewise. He explain s why these individ ­
uals had that kind of re lation sh ip with God and
how we can too. He then stresses the need for us to
also develop and maintain proper rela tionships
with in our own fami ly and with our fellow man ,
which in turn will add t o our rela t ionsh ip wit h
God.

Putting Go d 's Kingdom First- Art Mokarow
(H Q6)

Mr. Mokarow opens this sermon by poin t ing out
that we could lit erally be committing spiritual
su icide and not know it . In order t o really under­
sta nd how t o avoid it , we m ust underst and, as
Paul points out, that there are tw o direct ion s in
life-one leading t o life the other t o death-and
t hat we must understand the mechanics by which
these tw o d irection s fu nction. He goes into t he
dr ivin g forces in man, t he tendencies to degener­
ate, the forces tha t cause him to deteriora te to
eit her the " power direction" or "pleasure direc-

t ion ;" and the differences between t he forces that
drive us. Once one recognizes t ha t the rea l goa l in
life is seeking the Kin gdom of God, he will push
toward it , produce for it , and come to the place
that no matt er how human life is, nor how condi­
tions are , he will live wit hin that pursuit and be
productive for it without complaining. T hen life
ta kes on a whole new mea ning, and spiritual
growth is inevitable.

P e n t a t e u ch Bib le Studie s -HQ M ini st e r s
(H Q15-20)

This is a series of six Bible studies covering the
firs t five books of the Bible. It begins with an
int roduction to the Pentateuch by Gunar Frei­
bergs (HQ 15) . The book of Genesis is covered by
Be n Ch a pman a nd Darrell W atson (HQ 16) ;
Exod us by Raymond McNair and Kelly Barfield
(H Q17); Levitic us by Dr. Hoeh and Chris French
(HQI B); N umbers by Nelson Haas and Gunar
Freibergs (H Q19); a nd Deuterono my by Ben
Chapman a nd Mike S wagerty (H Q20) .

W hy God Allows Untimely Death in H is
Church-Rich ard Rice (HQ26)

This serm on is designed to help us underst and
why God allows His begot ten children to suffer
the sicknesses of t his world , t o be killed in acci­
dents, an d die unexpectedly long before old age
sets in , when God has promised to pr otect, deliver ,
and heal us. Mr. Rice brings out that God owns us ;
that we have been bou ght with a pr ice ; and that
God has not promised to give anyo ne etern al life in
the fles h. He a llows our tim e of death and the re
are several very im porta nt reasons (12 given )
which may moti va te God to decide our time of
dea th sho uld be " untimely" (as we might view it) .

NOTICE
The m a il in g cartons we will norm all y be u 8i nll: to

se n d se rmon tape s hold five CIlM8ette tape s e ach .
Some o( the ser-mon tapes we will he offering will
require two c a "'se ttea, but mos t will be recorded on
a sin gle e90 tape. When you req u est m ore t han
fou r or five cassettes at one time, we will send the
fir s t (our or five and put others on hold till we
receive enough addition al req ues ts fro m you in the
future to make up another box. So you might want
t o limit y ou r requests to (our or fiv e at a time , or le t
us know which (our y ou want fil"l'lt.

Thanks !
- H u.g h Ma u ck
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The Television Studio.Jn coopera t ion wit h the
Ambassador College students and sta ff, has been
working on a half-ho u r Special for the past few
m onths. There are two songs in the program
("Hey, Look Around" and " Welcome t o Ambassa­
dor") which were composed by Ross J u tsum and
are sung by O!-,T Am bassador Coll ege singe rs from
both t he Big Sandy and Pasadena cam puses . I
believe tha t all of t he church members will be very
much in terested in viewing the pr oducti on . By the
time you receive this Bulletin the Am ba ssador
College program sho uld be on the way to all our
stations for viewing , s tart ing March 27. Mr. Gar­
ner Ted Armstro ng approved t ransfer t o 16mm
film , and 15 copies will be availab le for distribu­
tion to the chu rches in the Uni ted S tates. T here
will al so be 10 copies ava ilabl e for our overseas
offices. Distribution will be con ducted via the
usual chan nels. Please send wri t te n requests t o
the Media Se rvices Departme n t.

Burl Ives, whom many of yo u will remember
an d who was quite popul ar in the 40s, 50s a nd 60s
as a folk singer, has a new series of sho ws on what
is now sometimes referred to as the "fou rth net­
work." He has proposed producing a one-hour Spe­
cia l on Ambassador College at the end of March .
This comes about as a direct resul t of the AICF
concert series a nd General Manager Wayne Shil ­
kret's activities (see AICF UP DAT E for detail s).
A few days ago M r. Al Gan naway, h is Director, was
at the T V Stud io t o work ou t the shoot ing and
sched uling for t hat program .

T he one-hour Special will cover the h istory of
Am ba ssador College from its begin nings to t he
present day , feat uring the songs popu lar durin g
the various er as of A. C. d evelopm en t. For
exam ple, s lides will be shown of the ti me the Col­
lege opened in 1947, an d songs of that era will be
su ng. T hen , as va rious bu ild ings are sho wn as
unde r cons t ru ct ion or purchase, so ngs contempo­
rary with t hat era will be included. This com ­
bination of A. C. hist ory and m us ic will be the
theme of t he Special.

While Mr. Gan naway was here, we showed him
the opening of the Ambassad or College progra m ,
and he was very im pressed with the two so ngs , the
st udents, and the direct ion of the progr am. H e has
asked Dick Quincer t o direct the Special , and the
T V crew will provide all ma n power and facilit ies.
This will give us a lot of added exposure for the

College and, in addition , m ore "road milea ge" out
of the two songs that were composed for ou r half­
hour Special.

Anot her item available on 16m m film is the
lat est G .T.A. pro gram on crime. Th is program was
viewed by State Senat or Gillian of West Virginia
a nd specifica lly requested by him for distribu t ion
to vario us gr oups in the South .

Over t he past few years t he Pasaden a Police
Departmen t has been most coopera tive with t he
Television Departmen t in obtain ing shooting sit es,
seq uences of sta ged crimes and other aids in pro ­
ducin g the G.T .A. p rogram. Last m onth the Pasa ­
de na Police asked us to part icipate in a progra m t o
ed ucate not on ly patrolmen, bu t citizens a lso
th roughou t our local comm uni ty on how burgla rs
operate and the most effective means for ci t izens
to prevent such crimes. T he Pasaden a Police
Depart ment obtained t he cooperation of one of
the m ost notorious former burg lars in t he area , to
be in terviewed on an in forma l half-hour program,
in which he outlined thin gs he looked for when
operat ing. This hel ps ci t ize ns to be better
in formed and prepared to protect themselves
against burglary .

This hal f-hour t ape has been shown t o all par­
ti cipa ti ng police departmen t s, civic groups, and
int erested businesses througho ut t he local area.
T he College received ap pro pr ia te credits at the
end of the show, and t his will undou btedly result
in a great dea l of goodwill throug hou t the police
department a nd com mu nity . The Pasaden a police
have also given us permission to use any materia l
needed from this most interesting interview in
som e future program s by G.T .A. covering the
crim e problem. The du ration is abou t 30 minu tes,
but is available on ly on %" video cassette.

T he T V Departmen t has star ted work on I S
structu red programs for t he next season , and we
hope to star t tapin g in ea rly June. Research and
ou tlines a re being submit ted from t he Plain T ru t h
and New s Bureau st affs. This coopera tive effort
will help coordinate P. T . articles an d program
ma terials.

H ad good new s fro m Bob Morton , who was able
to schedu le video tape spots of our P lain Tru th
commercia l on the lar ger of New Zealand 's two
T V chan ne ls in the last pa rt of March . Qu it e a
number of commercials are available on 625-line
forma ts since Australia has over 50 program s
t ra nsferred so far this season. Have been receiving
very encou raging reports from Austral ia on their
T V covera ge, wh ich I'm sure M r. Wil son will ou t ­
lin e t o all of you in t he near futu re.

-John Lundberg
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FIVE-MINUTE RADIO
LOG UPDATE

WA SHINGTON
Tacoma KMO

PENN SYLVAN IA
Philadetphia WRCP

1360 12:05 PM 3 / 14177

7:55 PM 3 /2 8/ 77
9:55 AM 3 / 14/77

6:00AM & ~,
5:00 PM 3 / 28 /77 \ /

570
950

1540

WFAA
KPRC

TEXAS
Dall as
Housto n

Start
DateTimeDia l

New U.S. Stations
Call
Lett ers

WKRG

ALABAMA
Birmingham

Gadsde n
Montgomery
Montgomery

Wyde

WAAX
WMG Y
WaTY
WFMI-FM

850

570
BOO

1000
98 .9

6:10 AM a
8:05 PM 3 / 14 /77

12:30 PM 3 / 2 1 / 77
7;10 AM 3 / 14 /77

12:15 PM 3 / 14 177
12:15 PM 3 / 14 177

Time Changes
ALA BAMA

Mobile 710 From: 12:05 PM
To: 12:15 PM

ARKAN SAS
Jonesbo ro KNEA 4:00 PM 3 / 2 1/ 77

WYOMING
Green Rive r KUGR

980 From: 4:15 PM
To: 4 :25 PM

From: 6:05 PM
To : 6 :30 PM

1490

KSVC
UTAH

Richfield

212177
3 / 7 177

7:55 AM
10:55 PM

8:55 PM

970

109 0
570

1130

KNGR
KLAC
KSDO

CALIFORNIA
Fortuna
Los Angele s
San Diego

COLORADO
Arvada KQXI
Denver KOA

1550 4:45 PM 3 / 14177
850 11:45 PM 3 / 14 / 77

Cancellations

FLOR IDA
Miami
Tampa

WINZ
WINO

940 12:35 PM
1010 12:01 Noon 3 / 2177

COLORADO
Aspen KSNQ
Greeley KYOU

1260 (as of start)
1450 Cancel entire

schedule

INDIANA
Ft. Wayne WGL
Ind ian apol is WBRI

KENTUCKY
London WFTG
Lou isville WHAS

1250 12:06 PM 3 /2 8 177
1500 6:00 PM 4 / 4 177

1400 8:30 AM 3 /21 /77
840 5:25 AM 3 / 28 / 77

Publishing
Lots to repor t this issue!
Our PT Editorial Departmen t is rapid ly becom­

ing an "Editoria l Services Departm ent " since we
are now involved in so many things. We are work ­
ing on abo ut 15 T V scripts; Paul Graun ke is now
editing the Co-Worker Newsletter for Richard
R ice; we're helping on the "ST P"- Sys temat ic
T heology Project-for Dr. Kuh n, not t o mention
booklets , reprin ts and our Big Baby- t he PT! The
PT is t he most difficult en tity to control since it
involves six editions each month and many com­
ple x factors . But we're getting our act together, as
t hey say.

George Ritte r just gave me copy t o edit on a
new booklet titled What's Behind the Energy
Crisis?to back up a television pro gra m. Wit h all of
t he weather crises we've been having la tely, along
wit h the ene rgy sho rtages, that issue is once again
coming to the fore. If a ll is approved , I expect it t o
be avail ab le in about six to eight weeks.

We're going t o com e ou t with a new reprint (for
te levision ) on smoking which will replace the old
booklet. We'll use the BII.! by 11 format on t hat
one.

Mr. Herbert Armstrong just sent in Par t II of
his series on Conversion for the PT, along with his
Personal for May. T he Personal discusses his

6:25 AM 3/2 1 /77
2:10 PM 3/2 1/77
5:10 PM 3 /2 1 /77
4:40 PM 3 /21 /77

5:55 AM 3 /28 177

4 :25 3 / 14 177

6 :25 PM 3 / 28 /77

3:45 PM 3 /7 177
11:55 PM 3/28 177

7:55 AM 3 /2 1 /77

12:30 PM 3 /2 1177
12:30 PM 3 / 2 117 7

10 :30 PM 3 /28 177
7:25 AM 3/2 1177
7:25 AM 3 /2 1 /77

11:06 AM 3/2 1177
12:45PM 3 /2 1 /77

6:15 AM 3/ 21177
12:32 PM 3/28 177

12:05 PM 3 / 28 177
12:00 Noon 3/ 28/ 77

1360
1460
93.5

1270

940
93.3

1440

570
680

570
103 .9

1490

980
1590

94.3

1520

95 .5
1560

1510
730

1340

WHHH

KDBM

KGRT-AM
KGRD-FM

KMBZ
KGLU-AM
KCLU-FM

WCPC-AM
WCPC-FM

KOLM

WLDM-FM
WBUK

NEW YORK
Bingh amton WK OP
Ne w Rochel1eWVOX-A M
New RochelleWVOX-FM
Niagara Falls WHLD

NORTH CAR OLINA
Asheville WWNC
Raleigh WPTF

OHIO
Warren

NEW MEXICO
Las Cruces
Las Cruces

MONTANA
Dillon

MISSOURI
Kan sas Ci ty
Ro lla
Rolla

MISSISSIPPI
Houston
Houston

MINNESOT A
Rochester

LOUISIANA
Shreveport KRMD

MASSACHUSETT S
Boston WM EX
Sprin gf ield WAGE

MICHIGAN
Detroit
Kalamaz oo
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pr ovid entia l escape from the ea r t hqua ke in
R umania and the n shows how God has in tervened
throu ghout the years in mirac u lous ways. It's a
very in teresting Personal to say the least.

We are going t o cont inue to fulfi ll Garner Ted
Armstrong's instructions as st ated in h is memo of
November 19, 1976. We are getting ba ck t o more of
the old "GN content " in the PT. Begin ning in
Ju ne, we' ll be reinstating t he " Update" sectio n ,
which will contain news of the Work. We're a lso
restori ng such features as "T es t Your Bibl e
Knowledge" and the Q and A sect ions . We'll have
more articles on Christian livin g and doctrinal
expl anation- space permi t t in g. We ha ve only on e
real message and that is based solidly in the Bible.
We must get that messa ge out! Ou r " t ru m pe t"
must ma ke a certain sound. People must k now
that they have heard the Gospel and no t just a
secu lar news ana lysis of some so rt. Of what value
is our message unless people can know the signifi­
cance of it ?

In ciden tally , we've sent a t otally new tithing
booklet to press writ ten by Garn er T ed Ar m­
st rong. It has the t itle, Your Best Investment, and
it is very strong. We hope t o have t hat off t he
press by mid-Apri l. We've given it t op prior ity in
t he product ion area . As soon as it 's ou t , consider
the former ti t hing booklet (Tith ing) ca ncelled.

Mr. GTA pla ns on following up Your Best
Investment wit h a secon d booklet on the subject of
the adm in istra t ion of second and t hird tithes. This
will help people in p lann ing for the festivals and
caring for the needs of t he widows and orphans in
the Church . T hat project is no w in progress.

We have a num ber of other booklet project s in
the works main ly to back up the comi ng television
season. I'll mention more abou t them in futu re
colum ns as thin gs develop.

Though t yo u'd be interested to kn ow I was
recen tly sent a copy of an adverti sin g brochure
from Caddylak Systems, which showed a maga zine
wall file with various magaz ines in it including
McCall s, Forbes, Re dbook and others-arid The
Plain Tru th!

T hat's my con tribution for this issue. I' ll ha ve
Dexter Faulkner, one of our two in trepid assistan t
" mangling" editors , add some information tha t
you might find interest ing at this poin t .

- Brian Knowles

IMPACT OF OUR LITERATURE
It is en couraging from time to time to realize

tha t ou r lit era ture has an impact on others. Ea ch
week severa l do zen let ters cross my desk request -

ing perrrnesson to reprint art icles which ha ve
appeared in The Plain Truth or excerpts from our
booklets.

Two examples of this occurred recently . As a
resu lt of the article in the February issue on Rho­
desia, written by Gene Hogberg, the Rhodesia n
Informa tion Cen te r here in the U.S. requested
5,000 copies (through ou r South African office ),
which they will be sending to t op opin ion formers
in the U.S.

The School Board of Saraso t a County , Florida,
recently asked permission to reprint t he article on
marijuan a from our The Dilemma of Drugs book­
let . The Sarasota D ru g Education Program will
present our materia l in a package progra m to ele­
mentary schools, grades 4-6; also t o secondary
level programs- junior and sen ior high schools.

Of course, these are only two examples of man y.
Various non -identity maga zines , newspa pers, and
programs request t o reprin t our articles a nd book­
lets. We still feel t hat we cannot sell short the
overall effect tha t our materia l has in moving
people t o change.

Le tters and com ments from journalists and
researchers docu m en t tha t our ma t eria l is
respected in resear ch and edit orial content. Ou r
material is well received nati on wide- worldwide
for that ma tter. Let's don't sell it short!

As a resu lt of our on going newsstand program , I
thi nk we're going to see more and more comme nts
and quotes in leading newspapers and magazi nes
about what we have to say on every issue.

So gentl emen, let's don 't sell The Plain Tru th
shor t. It's an effect ive tool in a ny community .

- Dexter Faulkne r

Mail Processing
It seems like GOOD NEWS is coming to us from all

fron ts in Mail Processing! T his week, endi ng
March 11, has been the best week for mail so far
th is year. Over 43,000 let t ers have come in during
t he week which lifted our year- to-date total letter
count to 361,528, and put this month 2% above
th is same poin t in March last year.

Subscriber Developm ent

Part of the improved mail picture can be
at t ributed to an inform ation -packed letter sent
out to 507,284 regular subscribers to The Plain
Truth. (The let t er discussed the new 5-minute pro­
gra ms an d the prophetic implica tions of t he severe
winter America has just experienced , as well as
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other crises aro und the world.) Respon ses are
beginning to come in a nd the ou tlook is for a good
overall result . The la test Cc-W orker Newsletter
has also been a good response fac tor.

GTA Member Letter

Mr. Ted Armstrong's recent member Jetter (on
th e subject of " inact ive members") has brought in
a higher than average response from members-so
fa r a 23% response in only 20 days. Usually a
membe r / c o -w ork e r le tt e r will br in g a 20%
response after 30 days from t he t ime of mailing,
but it loo ks like t his recen t let t er will reach a n
overall response of 25l.t or more.

Ma ny of the members wri ting were very moved
by M r. Armst rong's exhorta ti ons and rea ffirm ed
t heir dedication and support for the Work. (See
sa mpling of responses in the Le t t er Comments
sect ion.)

Newsstand Pro gram

Last week was a lso an exce ptiona l one for P LAIN

TR UTH newsstand response. Whereas we generally
receive about 600 letters per week from magaz ines
obtained at newsstand outlets , las t wee k 1,310
ca me in!

Special Department Tours

Over t he last cou ple of years various tours of
MPC have been given to individuals and groups.
We t hought pe rhaps you would be in terested in
hearin g about some of the more interesting on es :

I . A vice-presiden t of IBM.
2. Consultants for Quest magazine.
3. Reporter from Penthouse.
4. Reporter from Christian S cience Today.
5. Ministers and wives in for conferences.
6. Summit Ligh thouse M ission orga ni za t ion .
7. Ma ny individual tours for m embers and co ­

workers.
The following note of thanks from T he Summit

Ligh thouse reflects t he comments of many:
" On beh al f of all of us from The Sum mit Ligh t­

house wh o recently t oured you r facilities, we
wou ld like to thank you a nd t he person ne l for the
great tou r. W e didn 't realize when we came there
that s o m a n y of ' ou r questions would be
answered."

I t's ou r hope that fut u re tours w;11 co n t in ue to
gene rate respect for the Work and the efforts of
Mess rs. Armst ro ng.

T ha t's all for now.
- Richard Rice

LETTER COMMENTS

CONCERN FOR MR.
HWA'S SAFETY

An enorm ous number of calls asking if Mr.
Herbert Armstrong was hurt in the Ruman ian
ea rthquake have been received. Sunday and Mon .
day (Mar. 6·7) the WATS area was literally
deluged with calls. There were so many we
couldn't keep an exac t coun t. Th e follo wing com ­
ments cap ture the concern expressed in the tele­
phone inquiries about Mr. A rmstrong's safety.

" I got a letter sayin g he was in Bu chares t ,
Rumania. Did he escape the earthquak e any way ?
Oh, h e is in E n gland now? Well , FANTASTIC- good
enou gh , good enough. I just got the let ter and I
was very worr ied . T hank yo u so much! "

" I just received a let ter in the mail by Mr .
H erbert Armst ron g from Bu chares t , Ru ma nia . I
was wonderin g if he .....as in the earthq uake or d id
he get out of there? Oh , good! I was quite con­
cerned about him."

"I am calling from Canada an d I j us t received a
let ter from M r. Armstrong, and he says that he is
in Bucharest, Rumania?!? Oh, thank God. I was
con cerned about h im being there, an d I had to
ca ll. Thank you so much ."

" I was so worried about Mr. Armst ron g being in
the earthquake in Bucharest."

" I want to know if Mr. Armstrong is safe and
out of Ruma nia. H e is defi nitely sa fe? Go o n!
Thank y ou !"

" I want to know if Mr. Armstrong is a lright?
Oh, GOOD! T hank you so very m uc h."

" W ell, everybody in the Portsmith area was
.....orried about him, so very GOOD! Thanks]!"

"T ERRIFIC! Thanks a lot. "

" Is he alright? OH, GOOD! Thank you."

GTA LETTER RE " INACTIVE" MEMBERS

Th ese comments are only a few of the hundreds
that could haoe been used showing the positive
effect that Mr. Ted Armstrong's member letter
had. S ince many letters were quite long, the main
poin ts have been excerpted in an effort to save
space.

" I wan t to t ha n k you for the letter abo ut Q
"inactivet rnernbe rs ! I have been on e and th e letter
opened my eyes to see wh at a nd where I stand. I

}
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ask you for your prayers and you sure have mine. 1
am getting back 110% behind you, your fa ther and
t he Worldwide Church of God. Your letter was
just what I needed , so thank yo u again."

-Pa ul E . Sexton
Ladson, SC

" You write to us so frequently- an d alwa ys so
m uch like a brother- tha t I feel moved to write
back. 1 just read your let ter an d I wanted to thank
yo u for caring what happens to us. 1 hope ot he rs
who ar e feelin g the effects of this world will like­
wise be st irred by your ad mon itio ns. 1 th ink a ll of
us have a little bit of lukewarm ness some whe re in
ourselves. Thank you for you r word s t o us and for
your constant exam ple, a lso."

- Katheryne M. William s
Ga rland , TX

" I' m truly so rry you had to write us a let ter.
How ever. it was long overd ue. I'm frequently
praying it has a profound and last ing effect on
those of us it fi t.s. How about a letter like that a
little more oft en?"

- Mrs. Merle Anderson
Walnut Creek , CA

"Your letter really hit home. I'm so ashamed
and sad because 1 cou ld see my sel f-and let's not
kid ourselves we know who we a re- lukewarm,
selfish, oflittle faith . 1 am repen ting and I pray for
those like me. Please pra y for us. 1 sha ll overcome.

" Please remember to pray for us who are weak
that God will give us the st rength to overcome all
our stupid fau lts . I am going to do my pa rt and
with God 's help, 1 hope to once a gain be a fait hfu l
Christ ian, not in word but in deed as well ."

- Ray Cisneros
Fort Worth , TX

"J ust moments ago I finished read ing your very
forcefu l let ter dated Febru ar y 7. and 1 want to say
thank you. 1 guess 1 rea lly needed a good 'chewing
ou t'! The past months have been d ifficult and
painful, fu ll of problems, and even though it
wasn't my in ten tion to do wrong th ings or to
neglect Sabbath services, I have bee n neglectfu l
and have gotten involved in some t hings that are
not good.

" I' ve decided to get immediately uninvolved and
to imm edia tely look t o Sabbath services with more
enthu siasm .

" I have no idea how other recipien ts of your

let ter will view it-to me it is an admonition from
a loving brother- and again I t hank you."

- Joanne Han sen
Vancouver, WA

" It was just what I needed to wak e me up and
get me back in there fight ing for the Work. Some­
ti mes it's just too easy to let t he day- to-day prob­
lems take over.

" I' m t he onl y one in my whol e family t hat
belongs to the Church and some t imes I get a little
dis couraged. 1 can't really eve n t alk to my hus­
band because 1 know he doesn 't understa nd, but
he does t ry. I'm just thankful he's a loving hu s­
band.

"Since we live a hu ndred miles from Church, I'm
a ble to attend about once a mon th. Sometimes 1
can't even go that m uch because of fam ily prob­
lem s. However, a friend of mine has started taping
the services for me, so I'm able to hear t hem
during the week. I still find it hard to keep the
Sabbath by myself, while everyo ne else is either
playing, working or shopping. It's so hard for me
to know what to do sometimes . Trying to keep t he
Sabbath and not offend those around me by mak ­
ing it look like I' m self-righte ous .

" I don 't even have any money of my own to give
t he Work. We 've always had financial problems,
bu t my husband doesn 't understand about tithing.
It makes me feel so helpless when it comes to
giving t o t he Work. I only wish I had some th ing to
give. as far a... money.

" However. your let ter made me realize I' ve
become lazy, slacking off on the only real gift I can
give t he Work, my prayers. I j ust wish I kn ew
more of what t o pra y for. Please keep us informed
on t he most important needs of the Work."

- Mrs. Anita G. Hamill
China Lake, CA

"T his is t he first time I have ever written yo u
bu t now I feel com pelled to . I have just fin ished
reading your recen t letter abou t 'inactive' mem­
bers . I got down on my knees and read every word
of it before God. I think it is the firs t time in a lon g
time God heard every word of my pra yer.

" Heading your let ter knocked sca les off my eyes.
Now I see myself far more clearly. Now I see my
job is not to be encouraged, bu t to encourage
others! Sat an works in mysterious ways, and he
certainly has been working on us. But , now, I can
clearly see my enemy, and I will figh t h im with all
the strengt h God gives me.

" I had taken my eyes off the goal, and t hu s, I
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lost my way. Your let ter shed light on my selfish,
darkened path.

"T ha nk you all for your patien ce! Thank you all
for the correct ion. I will heed . The task that lies
before me now is to make up for lost time. I won't
stop until the zeal of God's hou se has eaten me
up!"

- fl.l r. J a n A. Creusere
Big Sandy, TX

"T ha nks very muc h for the very st rong letter. It
was dee ply appreciated. And you ca n be ass ured it
has shaken me out of my lukewarmness . I sure
hope and pray that because of your st rong letter
the Church will become much st ronger."

- Myron Wells
Allian ce, NE

" I ha ve never writte n to you before but I m ust
write now. I just received your letter of February
7, so I wanted to write and thank you for it . As
yo u see, I need ed it very much. As I write this I cry
because I d id need to be reminded of things and it
is terrible that with your busy sched ule that you
must sit down and write a letter to people t o wake
them up.

" I tithe a nd attend se rvices but in so me other
ways I've fallen asleep and maybe I'm beginning
to fa ll aw ay in other ways. Anyway, God knows
and so do I. In so ma ny ways you ca n try and kid
yourse lf that what you 're doing is okay. But , then ,
you a lso know that it isn 't ."

- Mrs. Beverly Abbey
Alamosa,CO

"We have been guilty of the very thin gs you
describe in your letter. After we stopped attending
Sabbath services, prayin g a nd ti thin g, ou r prob ­
lem s became so 'gree t un til our marriage almost
ended in divorce. But on ce rea lizin g our great sins,
we began prayin g and t it h ing again . God has
blessed us with a happy family life, not to speak of
the material b lessings. We want you to know we
are behind you ....-ith more heart felt prayers, t it hes,
and offerings than ever before."

- l\.t r. & Mrs . Phillip W. Greene
Marion, SC

" You r specia l letter o f Februa ry 7 about
' inact ive members' arrived today. I sa t down a nd
read it th rough. It is encouraging to know tha t you
are 'gravely concerned ' for the 'o ne lost sheep' in
God 's Church , and t hat God is 'searching' for
them with yo ur lette r.

"T his is the first t ime 1 have written a 're tu rn

let ter' to you in response to a letter. After more
than five yea rs of not res ponding I wonder ju st
how 'active' of a member I've been .

"You r letter is especially t imely a nd inspiring t o
me. Lately 1 have been under great emotion a l
pressure, because of person al family circumst ances
that have t ragically affected my life. It has bee n
easy to feel 't u rned air about everything! But I am
determ ined not to give up! Especially knowing the
tremendou s urgen cy of the need for this world to
be wa rned and to be given hope, t he 'Good News'."

- Douglas R. Stehling
Mil waukee, WI

CO·WORKER/DONOR LETIER OFFERING
CHURCH ASSISTANCE

In early February, M r. Ted A rmstrong wrote a
special letter to the donors an d co-workers which
covered p rophecy and the need for individual and
national repentance. The letter also offered the
help of the Church to any experien cing hardsh ips
du e to the severe winter conditions affecting so
many. A s the comments we selected show. this
unusual reversal of a church offering help rather
than as king for help,pleasantly surprised many!

" I received your let ter offering help to the
weather victims. I was rea lly touched by it. I have
never hea rd of any other church offering help to
a nyone. We have had cold out here but very lit tle
snow. 1 don 't need anything. I am tough for my
age and know how to ma nage what little I have.
No one else ever offered me an y help in all my life.
I have do ne the helpin g. This is a town of Method­
ists. No one ever came t o see if I needed a nything
in the 12 years I have lived here. I am sen ding $10
to help someone worse off than me."

-Mrs. Eli zabeth Miller
Whitney, N E

" I am a 'part ially ' disabled ma n, living on a fixed
income and have been searching for so me spiri tual
uplift for some time now, as I have been depressed
and d iscouraged at how peopl e treat each other
these days. Your ex tended ha nd is most welcome
and timely." -Denn is Cremins

Bronx, NY

" I want to thank you very, very mu ch for taking
a n in terest in my welfare. It made me feel happy
to know so meone ca res for an old , Bt -year-old
lady, lonely a t times." - Lillia n May

West Haven , CT

(Contin ued on page 94)
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IT. AICF/QUEST UPDATE
,,' AICF

It is an abso lute pleasure to officially introduce
to The Bulletin M r. W ayne Shilkret, Director of
Perform ing Arts for A ICF. Wayne was previou sly
the Director of Publicity and Promotion for the
Kennedy Center in Washington; before that at the
Philadelphia Orchestra and with Sol Hurok , Inc.
He has done a magnificent job in his creative and
efficient management with the Founda tion. We
hope he will be able to wri te for The Bulletin on a
fai rly regula r basis.

- Robert Kuhn

The Ambassador In tern at ional Cu ltural Foun­
dation con tinues to meet one of its goa ls-gaining
wider recognition for the college and church- by
in volving itself in national and international
projects.

Some two weeks prior to the Bing Crosby Spe­
cial (which by the time you read this , will ha ve
bee n seen by millions of Americans ), we received a
phone call from Albert Gannaway of Am erican
Artists, who became aware of the foundation
through the concert series, expressing a desire to
join forces with the foundation to help promote
the college in a television specia l featuring Burl
Ives. We invited him to attend the Bing Crosby
Special, whe re he surveyed equipment and fa cili ­
t ies, and was so im pressed with the quality of t he
au ditorium, campus and television facility, that
we both agreed it wou ld be a wonderful idea for
Burl Ives and Mr. Garner Ted Armstrong t o talk
in a segment of the program, using several areas of
the college as backgrou nd . T he program would
also includ e hist orical informa tion ab out the col­
lege ca mpus.

We spoke wit h Ross Jutsu m and suggested he
have tapes featuring the Am bassador Singers
which were to be used for the Garner Ted Arm­
st rong Ambassador College Special played for Mr.
Gannaway. T he tapes-which feat ured two spec­
tacular songs, "Welcome to Ambassador," written
by Ross J utsum, and "Hey, Look Aro und," writ­
ten by John Zahody-will be edited in to the pro­
gram.

Just today, I received a ca ll from Mr . Gan­
naway, who said he was so deligh ted that t hey
intend to make not just one , bu t two specials from
the one day of shooting here at the college. T he
special also will include a performance of Burl Ives
to be taped in the audito rium wit h a ll proceeds
going to benefit the college.

There is little doubt that Ambassador Aud ito­
rium is now in terna tiona lly accepted as on e of t he
finest concert hall s of its size in the world.
R ecen tly Beverly Sills , the great soprano, and
Mstislav Rostropovtch , the supreme Russian eel­
list, both lavishly praised t he auditorium whe n
t hey performed in Pasadena last month .

D uring the Bing Crosby Special, bot h Bing and
Bob Hope spe nt m uch time applauding the beauty
and splendor of t he building.

We receive scores of letters each week from
mana gers trying to place their artists in our series,
and con cert artists from all over the world have
written the foundation asking to perform in the
auditorium eve n without fee.

Joanne Woodward and Pau l Newman were
ba ckstage the other day to su rvey the a uditorium
and were happy to hear t hat t he foundation wou ld
be presenting one of their favorite ba lle t com ­
panies in our com ing season.

From a ll reports t he series in Milwaukee and
Big Sandy have been acclaimed by both cr it ics and
the general public.

We are presently worki ng with the American
Ca ncer Society in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania,
towards a joint benefit concert sometime this sea­
son Or next.

-Wayne Shil kret
Director of Performing Arts

BING CROSBY REVIEWS
Edi to r's No te: Just as we were going to press,

revi ews of the Bing Crosby Special appeared in
two LA entertainment trade papers-the Holly ­
wood R eporter and Va riety (bo th appearing
Friday, March 18)-which we are reproducing in
this section of The Bulletin. You 'll also be inter­
ested to know that the J . Walter Thompson Co.,
our Advertising Agency for the Founda tion and
Quest, told us that th is special will be circulated
all around the world, giving A mbassador College,
the auditorium and the foundation tremendous
exposure to untold millions more viewers.

TELEVIS ION REVIEW

Bing !
A 50th Anni versary Gala

CBS, March 20. 9·10:30 p .m.

Since Bing Crosby is st ill hospit alized afte r a fall
he suffered during the taping of this special, one
find s a certain reluctance to celebrate his 50th
anniversary in show business at th is time. H ow-
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- Robert Kuhn

ever, th is show is so delightfu l and t he t on e and
warmth are so a ffirmative that on e ends up realiz­
ing that " t he show must go on" is a worthy tradi ­
t ion a nd one that Bing himself would be t he first
to applaud,

T he show covers t he spectrum from t he old t o
t he new by bringing on some of the wonderfu l
performers wit h whom Bing shares past memo­
ries-the Mill s Brothers, Pearl Bailey, Rose ma ry
Clooney a nd, of course, Bob H ope- as well as
more recent arrivals Bette Midler and his own
beaming ch ildre n, Mar y Frances, Nathaniel and
Ha rr y. T he marvelous J oe Bushkin ja zz quart et
bac ks Bing on a 20·minute medley that ca ptures
nearly everybody's favori te Cros by song. Also
alon g t o join in the festivities are P aul An ka ,
Sandy Duncan, Donald O'Connor, Martha Raye ,
Debbie R eyno lds. Anson Williams and dazzlingly
pretty Kathryn Crosby.

Bu z Koh an is the writer of t his delightful sa lu te
with special musical ma terial by Ray Charles;
Nick Peri to is musical director ; Marty Paset ta is
director as well as producer; Frank K oni gsberg is
exec u tive producer for his own com pany . Deligh t ­
fu lly nostalgic film sequences are by Stu Bernstein
and Eytan Keller.

* * * * *
Bing! . . . A 50th Anniversary Ga la

(Sun., 9·10:30 p.m, CBS.T V)

"Conclusion" of Bing Crosby's "demi-cen ten .
nial," as the singer terms it , involves class , under ­
st a teme nt . and a host of memor ies. A 90-m inute
celebrati on taped at Pasaden a's Am bassador Col­
lege March 3. Marty Paset t a's production focuses
on Crosby, whose voice sounds richer than it has
in some t ime. It's a sty lish entry, sure to attract
audiences from all age groups.

H appy opening finds Bob H ope outside audito­
rium singi ng "Of Bing We Sing" patte r while he
greets likes of Martha Raye, Sa ndy Dunca n, Don­
ald O'Connor, Debbie R eynolds, and segues in t o
in tra inside aud of the "ora nge juice junkie," who
sta rts right off with " Feeling Good" a nd follows
director Pasetta 's deceptively simple pla n of nat u­
ral flow fro m top act -to to p act.

Bette Midl er t urn s up as usherette dow n in aisle
un ab le to resist th e Crosby rhythms a nd winds up
singing "Glow Worm" with the Mills Bros. Inter­
es t ingly, Midler, who plays down her image as
thou gh in deference to Crosby , ca rries on a t radi­
t ion once played by one of Crosby 's P aramou nt
co ho r ts, Mart ha R aye, who r emains in t he
audience for t he show.

That t rou blesome stage chasm fills as elevator ~

brings up J oe Buskin quartet , and Paul Anka V
takes on so lo, with Crosby introdu cing both acts ~

in style reminiscent of h is Kraft Mu sic H all ra dio
days.

Pearl Bailey 's out there in audience, a nd she
comes ons tage to work a num ber with him. Kath­
ryn Crosby draws her husba nd int o " Every t hing
Old Is New Again" in easygoing medley from the
past. Daugh ter Ma ry Frances, son Na t ha niel, son
H arr y help ou t along the way. and Pasetta 's earn ­
eras rove the audit oriu m picking up Reynolds,
Raye, Anson Will iams a nd ot her pleased listeners.

Paset ta and writer Buz Kohan have built the
project shrewdly. The quali ty con tinues high as
H ope joi ns Crosby onstage for divert ing bad ina ge
in whic h t he two again goad one another and Hop e
introduces a Crosby scrapbook of st ills laid on
overh e a d- s cr apbook in clu di n g severa l o f
crooner's leading ladies Marion Davies, Shirley
Ross, Carole Lombard , Dorot hy La mour, among
ot hers.

And Rosemar y Clooney simply comes out and
sings "Tender ly" with only a pian o for accom­
pa niment. It more than suffices in its pleasan t ,
restrained fashion.

Last 15 minu tes are t he clin cher as Crosby runs t )
down his own musical pas t from " I S urrender,
Dear," "J ust One More Chance ," " Blue H awaii,"
"Sweet Leilani ," and so on. It's a good stint, and a
crowd-pleaser as Bushkin and his th ree m usicians
ba ck nobly on the t unes.

Nick Perit o han dled expert m usica l direction of
onstage arch, and Ray Charles con t ributed specia l
m usical material. Stu Bernstein . Eytan Keller
assembled film sequences. Frank Konigsberg was
exec producer for t he Kon igsberg Co.

- Tone

QUEST CIRCULATION
Follo wing is a lengthy summary of Questl 77

circulation. Kudos to J ack Martin , Gene H ughes
and our en tire staff for doing a spectacular and
thoroughly professional job.

Circula t ion is regarded as the boiler room opera­
t ion of the magazine publishi ng industry. Given
the edito ria l product, circu la t ion m ust market it
profita bly. This involves the whole gam ut of
obtain in g subscriptions, co llectin g paym ents,
maint aining t he list . renewing the subscriptions
and maintaining and increasing t he level of cireu - •
la t ion su fficiently t o enable advertising to operate ~

at a level t hat can add to the profitability of the
operatio n.
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In t he past, many magazines folded- and many
a re in t rou ble today-because circu la t ion became
merely a numbers game for advertising not pro fit­
able for itself, subscriptions bein g so ld at a con sid ­
erable loss with the ma gazine having to rel y on ad
sa les to provide the bulk of the revenue. Wit h the
advent of T V and rampa ntly rising paper and
printing costs a ll that had to cha nge. Today the
successfu l pub lishing formula relies on circulation
to provide t he bulk of tota l reven ue for the tota l
pu blishing effort. This was the strategy adopted
for Quest-circulation through subsc rip t ion and
newsstand sa les providin g 80%+ of the revenu e.

The modern economics of t he entire publ ishi ng
industry- as unreasonabl e as it might firs t
appear-a llow for the am ount of expenditu re
req uired to obtain a subscript ion t o be eq ua l to the
cas h value of the subscript ion itself. In other
words a dollar out for a dolla r in. T he reason t his
ca n wor k is that provided there is su ffi cient in vest ­
ment ca pital availab le to get t hrough t he firs t yea r
or so of list bu ilding, tha t inves tment st arts to be
recouped on t he renewa ls which cost on the aver­
age of 50 cents to obtain the next full year's sub­
script ion versus the $5-10 expe nditu re req uired to
get the name on file in the first place.

Thankfully, we can now report that the eco­
n omics of Quest c ircu la t io n a cquisition is
ext remely good, among the bes t in the industry­
remarkably so with the recent J anuary mail pro­
vidi ng subscript ions at on ly $2.&5 for each gross
$9.00 order brought in. This means that Quest
circu lation is no t just a ble t o break even but
actually pay for the promotion costs, printing a nd
maili ng of a year's subscription and have $2.50 left
over to contribute toward edi torial and general
operating costs-all in our first year ... before
renewals!

However easy this may sound now-it wasn 't
a lways t his way.

With 30,000 AICF members already on file, the
firs t Direct Mail test to outside lists was in la te
fall 1975. T he results were poor: out of 165,000
Direct Mail promotional packages mailed to 18
ma gazin e li st s there were o n ly s om e 1275
responses- .075%-at a gross acquisi t ion cost of
$23.33 per $15.00 subscript ion (as they were priced
a t tha t t ime ).

At this poin t, professiona l circu lat ion / publish­
ing consultancy help was ca lled in. Foll owing
much reviewing of the sit ua t ion, all operations
were halted and the drawing board was revisi ted .
It was a lso a t t his tim e that the promotional issue
of Hu man Potential was produced. Test results
and focus group interviews indicated a problem

with the name Human Potential wh ich seemed to
ca rry psychologica l overto nes to many-as
indica ted by relatively high responses from such
magazine lists as Psychology Today and H uman
Beha viour.

In April 1976 a no ther Direc t Mail test was
made. This t ime to 130,353 na mes drawn from 18
ma ga zine lists representin g a wide cross -sect ion of
readership. T he pa ckage was designed by one of
the top ra ted copywri ters in the business; t he price
was lowered to $9 for six issues-the lowest price
we felt we could live with, an d everyt hing was
done according to the "ru les." By la te June the
results were in and found to be much more gratify­
ing at 1.80%-better, bu t st ill not quite good
enough. The copywriter had n 't been able to con­
vey a clear enough editoria l concept, and more
obvious ly than ever there was a probl em with the '
name.

At this point Bob Shnayerson was engaged as
editor, cu lminating an eight month search in that
area . He promptly d rew up a n editoria l prospectus
flesh ing out and embodying the nob le concepts for
the magazine as formulated by t he Foundation
a nd Mr. Herbert Armstrong. More drawing boa rd
work res ulted in changing the name wit h plans for
a ve ry extensive lis t and package test , the
Shnayerson / AICF prospectus being handed to
some of the top dir ect mail copy writers available
to do a package. T wo ca me up with excellen t pa ck­
ages. At the las t moment, because we wanted to
try at least three packages including a low cos t
one wit hout color broch ure and gimmicks , etc., the
ed itor (who also is a good writer by t he way) was
asked if he wou ld like t o have a try a t a let ter for
the low cost pac kage. He said yes. But start ing out
much later he hadn 't quite finished his letter in
t ime for us to make up envelopes within the dead­
lin e.

Provident ially , another magazine had 25,000
envelopes left over from their promotion j ust going
out that wou ld suit the " Ed itor packa ge" test-so
it was mailed along with the ot her tw o in a com­
bination of six vari a tions and three prices to some
59 lists made up of the names of 540,000 individ ­
uals who had purchased magazines and/ or books
by mail---our target audience. This test brought in
19,500 orders for an overall ave rage response of
3.6%. And on the test panels the ed itor 's pa ckage­
by far t he cheapest and simplest to produce­
incredibly out-pulled the best professiona l copy
writer by 13%!

Armed wit h t hese resu lts and with tim e rapidly
run ning ou t we rolled out in the first week of
January this year wit h the editor 's package to the
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54 best responding lists ju st tested plus 75 new
list s. This gave us a tot al of 131 lis ts consisting of
3,940,000 unduplicated new names.

Now , six weeks since mai lin g com me nced t he
results are in : 159,000 / + ord ers for an overall
response of 4.1% and a cost per order of $2.85! Out
of the 131 lis ts mailed, 120 responded a t greate r
than 2%.

More im porta ntly for long term growth , these
list s represent a "universe" of some 32,000,000
names to which we ca n profitably mail! The
respon se was so much greater tha n anticipated
(because you usually experie nce a sma ller per ­
cen tage on roll-out than in testing with sma ller
numbers), there were not en ou gh copies of Vol. I ,
No. 1 t o go around.

So st ar t ing las t September with on ly 40,000
Human Potential subscribers on file, we now go
into the printing of the second issu e of Quest/ 77
with a subscript ion circu la t ion of 188,000 (a ft er
ta king out the usual 20-25% new ma ga zine order­
ers who do not con t inue with their subscript ions).
In addition, newsstand sales are expected t o hit
30-32 thousand based on the somewhat sketchy
information now to hand. T his gives a combined
ex pec ted pa id circulation of a pproxi ma te ly
220,000 .

On April 15 we plan t o mail a further 3,000,000
pieces whic h will be an extended retest of the lists
added in J anuary pl us 75 new lists. This should
result in an additional 75-90 thou sand new orders.
T his will be in preparat ion for a much larger mail­
in g in August t o be in the order of 5-10 million­
actual size dependin g on the resu lts of t he April
test. This means that by a year fro m now, Quest
will profitably be abl e to have a paid circulatio n in
t he range of 375-550 thousand plus newssta nd
sa les.

Gratifying as the subscript ion order response
has been, eve n more so perhaps to t he controller is
the response to the firs t billing effort t o those
180,000 wait in g to pa y after receiving their first
issue. Income is in the order of $30,000 per day
with $300,000 in to date. Net income from the
Septem ber t est , J anuary roll-ou t a nd space ads in
Smithsonian, Natural History and A tla ntic will be
in the order of $1,350,000. Another encou ragin g
sign is the number of people-21%-who, when
paying their bill, opt for the t wo years ' subscrip­
t ion offer at $18. This is over twice t he norm for
the industry.

Quest newsstand sales are very mea gre at this
point having gone on sale March 3, but a prelimi­
nary survey of major retail ou tl ets by our nati onal
dist ributor , Curtis Circu lation Co., indicate s first

week sa les of 28.5% which is very good for a new
title. Therefore it is not hard to predict fina l sa les
up t o or over 50%-a very acceptable figure for
firs t t ime ou t and a ble to be mar kedly im proved.
Many major magazines that ha ve been out for 10­
50 yea rs s t ill t o this day do not sell 40% a nd t hey
are priced at far less than the Quest $2 cover price.
An encoura ging sign is that prelim inary surveys of
some major retail ou tlets such as San Fra ncisco
airport and dealers in Florida have com pletely
sold out, whereas Miami airport has so ld 50% so
fa r. The New Engla nd dea lers ha ve sold 36-39% in
the first 10 days.

Culm inating 23 months of trial and "testing"
t he Quest circu lation area is pleased t o en joy suc­
cess-with no little thanks to the astute a id of our
circulation consu lt an ts J ack Ladd and Wendell
Forbes , the long-suffering graphics and pr oduction
sta ffs who made it possible t o meet those many
last-mi nut e print ing a nd ma iling dead lines, a nd
especia lly t o a ll those faithful and patien t origina l
AI CF member / sub scribers who endured for so
lon g.

In summary, Quest/77 looks like t he new "hot"
nati on al magazine, both bringing the fundamental
concepts of AICF to new audiences in No rth
America a nd aroun d the world , and a t the sa me
time being profit ab le.

- Gene Hughes
Circulation Manager

Quest 177

Y.O.U. UPDATE
Final plans are well under way for our th ird

annual National Basketball finals. It promises t o
be bigger and better t han ever. In addit ion t o som e
top ca liber basketball games, we will be having the
top eight cheerleadi ng squads competing for top
hon ors. Weare also going to have a " Big Bowloff"
for the top four guys and top four girls in the
recent mail-in bowlin g com pet ition. Virtually a ll
of these you ths are from areas that have been
unab le to participate in our natio nal level ac t ivi­
t ies up until now.

Y .O.V . has really grown. It has grown so fast it
is hard to rea lize that Y.a.v. as an organization is
not yet two years old . It seems like it has been
around a lot longer t han t hat. We will celeb ra te
our seco nd anniversary at the National Basketball
fina ls in Big Sa ndy. At this time I th in k we need to
go back and re fresh our memories about some of
the reasons Y .O.V . was st ar t ed and ou r overall
philosophy about the act ivit ies.

The average you ng person in the Wor ldwide
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Ch urch of God was unable to participate in mos t
sports programs and ex tra-cu rricu la r activities
because of the Sabbath. We were inadvertently
hold ing back a much needed fa cet of education ou r
children needed to develop well -rounded person­
alities. V.O.V. was started to help fill this gap for
ou r ch urch yo uths. Throu gh V.O.V. the Church is
saying "Go ahead and develop your ta len ts and at
the same time obey God . Play ba ll, and stay in the
ch urch." This is st ill the purpose for the activities.
T o give the youth who wan ts to be a part of t he
ch urch the opportunity to have a sports and activ­
ity program which a llows him to st ill obey God . In
ot her word s, V.O.V. is not for the boy who plays
basketball or football for his h igh school t eam on
Friday night, or who ru ns in the hi gh school track
meet on the Sabbath.

This is not to say that there aren't cases where
you would simply wink a t Sabba th sports for a
short time in t he event of a new person j us t begin­
ni ng to a ttend. There is obvious ly a ti me for t hat .
It does mean, though. tha t the you th who has
grown up in t he church has to decide whether he
wants to break the Sabbath and play h igh sc hool
ball or to keep t he Sabba th and maybe not be able
to play high schoo l ball, bu t to play V.O.V. ball.
He should not be doing both. V.G.V. is for those
youths who want to do what's right, not those wh o
are j ust al on g for the good time. We have not
really enforced this up to th is poin t. We have
wa nted t o give everyone every opportuni ty to
"j ump on the bandwa gon." T he ti me has come to
start enforci ng this t hou gh.

Max imum Participation vs Wln-At-AII-Costs

Over the past couple of years our sports pro­
gra m has come a long way. One nega tive facto r I
th ink that has been engendered is too m uch of the
wrong kind of competition. Many areas have fos­
tered a win-at-all-costs philosophy. T oo many
ha ve become more con cerned with winn ing than
with working with the young people to tea ch them
righ t principles for charac ter development . We
have gotten some reports from teens who ha ve
said their church area (so t hey a ren' t so me lose rs
from another area ) V.O.V. team is made up largely
of boys recruited from local h igh schools who
never participate in ch urch se rvices. This not on ly
violates one of the founding princip les ofY.G.V. as
stated above, but does severa l ot her things too. I t
preven ts other ch urch you ths with less ability, but
with the right att itude a nd approach, from being
ab le to participate . It discourages many of the
adu lt s to o. Y.O.V. was promoted as someth ing for
their ch ildren, and now they see the ir yo u ths being

pu shed aside by ou tsiders. This type of action
hurts the entire program.

We need to get back to the principles of ma xi­
m um participation in our ac tivit ies and get aw ay
from the win-at-all-costs philosophy which is so
prevalent in the world. There are many right prin­
cip les which can be taught through sports com­
petit ion . We, as adults , have to se t the example
and take the lead though. We have come a long
way in these two yea rs thanks to the support from
all of yo u. If we ca n work on refining our activities
now, we should be able to see mu ch more improve.
ment over the next year.

$ .E.P . Plans

With less than ninety days left before S.E.P.
begins, it seems like panic t ime. The staff selec­
t ions are complete, the gymnasium nears com ­
pletion and we .h a ve re ce ived n e a rl y 225
applications. T hat is very good for this ear ly in the
yea r.

Las t week permission was granted by the Mi n­
nesota Pollution Con trol Agen cy for S .E.P. to con­
tinue for anot her two years because we were
unable to meet new pollut ion control sta ndards by
J une 1977. We could have been prevented fro m
opening if the MPCA wanted to be difficult . But ,
beca use many other ca mps and bus inesses are in
our same boat, they were willing to extend time
provided we continue in good faith to com ply by
Ju ne 1979.

Our S .E.P. broch ure is at press this week and
should be coming out very soo n. No pict orial infor­
mation had been produced on S.E.P. for some time
so we felt it was time to produce a fu ll , four-color
fold -out broch ure for both in terna l and public
information.

Along with the brochure we hope to send a
letter from Mr. Ted Annstrong informing every­
one of the "sponsor a child to cam p" fund wh ich
has not been men tioned for some time and has , as
a result. become very low. This fund is also tax
deductible with the stipu lat ion that it does not
na me a specific recipient of the dona tion.

Again we urge those in t he Midwest and West
an d parts of the Sou th who were not affected by
severe weather to apply for the first session of
S .E .P. We want to make the second session avail­
ab le t o t hose who will ha ve to make up schoo l
time in t he summer due to t he severe winter.

The Bill Sharman basketba ll cl inic at Orr will
be held between the two sess ions, J u ly 8-16. Bro­
chu res and applications will be sen t out, hopefully ,
within t he next two weeks.

If you have any questions a bout S.E.P. this
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yea r, or the Bill Sharman clinics, please write or
ca ll V.O.V, in Pasadena. We will try to help you
....-ith your advanced planning.

- Jim Thornhill

UPDATE ON U.S. PLAIN TRUTH
DISTRIBUTION PROGRAM

Fou r regiona l m ee t in gs have bee n held in
se lected areas of the United States to t rain church
member represe nta t ives in t he development and
ru n ning of newsstand distributions of the P LAIN
TR UTH in thei r areas. An attractive "sales kit " has
been issued to those involved . Through the church
areas represented at these meet ings, it is hoped
that fina lly a ll church areas will he brough t into
the d istribution sys tem.

Already some rema rkable spin -off effects and
associa ted developmen ts are begi n ning to take
pla ce. I wou ld like to give you brief details of some
of t hese .

The West Indies

Sho rtly aft er reorganizin g the ra ther neglect ed
dis tribution in Trinidad and putting it in the
hands of the ch urch members under minister Gor­
don Harry, we heard that the member (Charles
Bha gan ) responsible for the Port -of-Spain airport
d istribution had presented the ma ga zine to execu ­
t ives of the in ternational ai r line, British West
Ind ia n Airlines. As a resu lt of his presenta t ion the
ai r line has req uested 3,000 ma gazines a month to
pla ce on all fligh ts from the Caribbean to Miami,
Ne w York , Toronto and London. We are unab le to
sup ply them wit h qu ite so m any m agazin es, bu t
Go rdo n Harry plan s to have BOO P LAIN TR UTHS
per month going on t he air line as a passen ger
service.

North Caro lina

P LAIN TRUTH represen tat ive, Don Blevin s, of
Raleigh reports that he has been co ntacted by
st ude nts from the Universit y of North Caro lina in
Chapel Hill where there has been a PLAIN TR UTH
distribution rack in the st ude nt ce n ter for so me
time. The st uden ts got Dan's name a nd address
from an old magazine box. They want to know if
the orga niza t ion ca n follow up ....-ith lectures or
sem inars in the u niversity . I u nd erst a nd they may
be looking for lectu res on t he su bjec ts of drugs,
al co holism , V.D., etc. T his looks like a t remendous
opportu nity for Art Mokarow's are a to follo w up
on. Hopefu lly , the same program cou ld be taken to
other universities.

Anothe r PLAIN TR UTH representa tive in North
Caro lina, Bob Nunnery, introduced Quesl177
ma gazine to the Vice Pres iden t for Marketing of
Piedmont Airlines. This execu tive was "very
impressed" a nd pu ts t he magazine in the "same
category as N ational Geographic." He immedi­
ately ordered his own persona l subscript ion and
has recommended that the magazine be in all
P iedmont planes, and has also recommended to
the d istributing authority th a t it be placed on all
other U.S . a irl ines .

Padu cah, Ky.

While developin g PLAIN T RUTH distr ib u tion in
Ken tuck y, Gerry R ussell a nd myse lf came in con­
ta ct with the physicia n in charge of Eddyville
State Prison . This former missionary had very
progressive ideas on the rehabili tation of hardened
crim inals. He has now left that post but it looks
like local Worldwide Church of God m inister, Vic
Kubik, will be having a growing role to play in
following up this type of activity. Vic no..... spends a
full day every other week at the prison . He is in line
to take over the runnin g of t he prison's " Wit & Wis­
dom Club" which is somewhere bet.....een Spokes­
man Club and Alcoholics Anony mous. Chris
Fren ch of A.I.C.F. has suggested that we may be
able to do this in other priso ns under A.I.C.F.
sponso rship, and perhaps even get a fede ra l grant
for t he purpose.

Sioux Falls, S,D.

Ch uck Scot t reports that in an effort t o prot ect
his PLAIN T RUTH newsstand dis t ribution from
persecut ion by loca l religious gro ups he began
attending the Min is teria l Association in Sioux
Falls. Today, he got the opportunity to lect ure to
t he Association on t he su bjec t of community
involvemen t a nd h is own en viron men tal protec­
tion projec t . He bro ught in spiri tual principles and
ended up answering question s ou t of the Bible
dr awing parallels with J oseph in Egypt. At the
end of h is lecture he was warmly received by all
present-many of the local ministers staying
behi nd to pat him on the back an d engage in
conversa t ion.

Now that he seems to have everyone on h is side,
in futu re sessions he will be going in to the beliefs
of t he ch u rch, thus hopefu lly removin g many of
the wrong impressions wh ich he feels people have.
If the intensive P LAIN TR UTH dis tribution in the
are a is ever raised , he will be in a position to
ha ndle tha t ma tter with those who now consider
themsel ves as collea gues !

"
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New York

Local minister Ed Faulk, with the help of two
mem bers who work in the United Nations build­
ing, has been successfu lly distributing the PLAIN
TR UTH in the United Nations building library for
some months. Despite so me opposit ion, he reports
heavy interest in the maga zine, especia lly t he issue
foc usi ng on Rhodesia . Ed feels t he magazine is
being read by leading ambassadors and their aides.

Lexington, Ky.

In this area of very intensive P LAIN TR UTH d is­
tribution a P LAIz.; T RUTH! A ICF rep resenta tive
(Gerry R ussell) has had some amazing opportu­
nit ies open u p for him . He has been in vited onto a
one-hou r rad io talk show on WEKY Richmond to
discuss the P LAI N TRUT H magazine and the AICF
services. He will also ha ve a lO-minute television
in terview on the TV program, "Bluegrass Person­
alities."

In addit ion, he ha s been ab le to line up a televi­
sion intervi ew for Art Mokerow on the J une Roll ­
ins show, a nd several other television interviews
for Art are being lined up in the same area. The
Local Citizens Com mittee on Child Abuse and the
head of the Socia l Se rvices department in Lexin g­
ton has as ked our represen ta t ive to bring the
AICF lecture series in to the area. Inciden tally , the
request ca me from them to us. Art Mokarow and
Chris French will be giving public lect ures on mar­
it a l ma turit y a nd ch ild / pa rent re lation ships.
T here will be meetings with t he local mayor .
There is a lso the possibility t hat AIC F will be co­
sponsoring t he fu nd ra isin g ra lly for United Way
of the Bluegrass. T h is will be a $25 per head affair.
AI CF speakers will undou bt edl y be involved and
the presence of M r. Arm strong could well be
req uested .

T he opportunities for bri ngin g the fu ll spectrum
of the Work's activities-from PLAIN TR t:'TH on
t he one hand through AICF , right across to
QuesU 77-to promi nence in t he local com m unity
have never been greater ! - Gordon Muir

Assistant PT Circulation Manage r

INTERNATIONAL DIVI SION
(Continued from page 74)

us th is Work of preachin g the end-t ime witness t o
the world.

Mr. Arm stron g is our physica l leader, bu t he
never claims to be the head of this Church . He is
often te lling the ministers in h is perso nal letter to
us how gratefu l he is that God has suppli ed help­
ers a nd assistants to work alongside him, in ca r­
ry ing out the Grea t Com mission. Mr. Armstron g

knows that he cannot fulfi ll this com mission by
h imself. Each one of us that God ha s called ha s a
definite part!

In some ways you cou ld liken the spiritual
te m ple, the Church . t o the physica l tem ple built in
the days of David a nd Solomon (l Cor. 3:9; Heb.
3:6) . The physical temple was built wi th physical
stones-the spiri tual temple is built with spiritual
lively stones (I Pet . 2:5), built on the founda tion
stone of J esus Christ (verse 6 ).

In the days of David and Solom on, precious
mate rials from all over the world were assembled
together in various p laces around J erusalem a nd
were prepared a nd shaped for the temple. Wh en it
came time for the temple to be ac tua lly built
(remember God told David he couldn' t build the
temple, on ly prepare for it ). all the materials were
assembled on the temple moun t in Jerusalem, a nd
everyth ing fitted together perfec tly so that there
was no need to use hammers and ch isels on the
building site (see 1 Ki. 6:7).

Maybe there is an interesting anal ogy here.
God's spiritual temple is also m ade up of materials
from all over the world. not just "lively stones"
cut from " Israel: ' In our spiritual Church , or
temple, we have mem bers from China, Burm a ,
India , Afri ca , Sout h America-in fact just about
every race on earth. Like the physical tem ple. it
will not all be assembled until the time is right. At
Christ's return the " lively stones" prepa red in
adva nce will meet J esus Chris t in t he air at t he
time of t he first resurrection . Every thin g will fit
to gether perfect ly as Christ fits t he resurrected
saints together in the places He has prepared for
them (John 14:1.3).

H ow does Chris t know that everything will fit?
Because by cheerfu lly , enthusiastically. a nd will ­
ingly fu lfillin g t he part of the Wor k t hat God has
ca lled us t o do, we will all become of t he same
mind, and of the same a t t itude , havin g worked
together diligently for years towards the same
wonderfu l goa l. Thus, every single member of the
Body of Chris t is needed, an d every person whom
God has called is able to supply streng th to the
Church (E ph . 4:16).

I suppose tha t's rather a long way round of
saying to you, " Keep doin g yo ur part, whatever it
is:' It is an incredib le privilege for yo u to be am on g
the very first Orien tal people that God has ca lled.
And when I say, " very first," I mean it! Statist i­
ca lly, abou t l ou t of 5.000 people in America or
Australia are mem bers of God 's Ch urch. But only
1 in 4 million Oriental people have been ca lled so
far. Let us hope and pray tha t many mor e will be
called to be a part of the first resurrection .
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To some extent, how much is done depends
upon us. God reacts to our enthusiasm, zeal and
dedication . Mr. Stanley Rader, Mr. H erbert Arm­
st rong's close personal assistan t, wrote to us all
recently. He made it dear t hat on e of the reasons
God blesses Mr. Arm strong's efforts so much is
because of Mr. Herbert Armstrong's det ermined ,
relentless efforts to work at doing this Work. Mr.
Rader painted a graphic picture of Mr. Herbert
Arm strong, who is totally blind in one eye, and
half-blind in t he ot her; writing eight articles in
eight days while immobilised in the wheelchair
after his accident in South Africa! Mr. Armstron g
feels his responsibility deeply and is determ ined to
do all he ca n.

Let us make sure this ren ewed feeling of enth u­
sias m and determinat ion in the Ch urch worldwide
is also felt in the Church in So ut h East Asia . I
hope you will think about this very deeply as we
approach t he Passover seas on- t he time of per­
sonal reded icat ion t o God and His Work.

The Passover win be held in Sin gapore this year
at Clemen t Lim 's home. 1 hope t hat all members
of the Church in Sin gapore and t hose wh o live ju s t
across the causeway will be ab le to attend.

Some have as ked if people who are not members
of the Church may come to the Passover . It is fine
for people who have a ttended our Sabbath ser­
vices, and perha ps been to the Feast , and who are
genu inely interested in the Church to attend t he
Passover service, and take part in the footwashing
ceremony. However, only those wh o have been
baptised should tak e part in t he actual bread and
wine part of t he service.

Those of you living in Kuala Lumpur, and t he
other areas of Ma laysia sho u ld take the Passover
in your own homes . If some of you wa n t to get
together in small groups to observe it , t hat is a ll
righ t. We can discuss that when 1 am with you
and 1 ca n appoint someone t o lead t he ceremony
in each case. Sin ce 1 will be seeing most of you
before the Passover, we can lea ve any questions
until then .

Until I see you in just a few days now,
Sincerely in Christ 's Se rvice

John H alford

LETTER COMMENTS
(Continued from page 86)

" I received your letter yesterday a nd as usual
was very glad to hear from you. 1 wish to t hank
you very , very much for your kind offer of help.

You have made my fai th in you and your organi­
za t ion grow so very m uch by yo ur sincere offer."

- Kest er K . Kerns
Fairmon t , WV

"Sitting here this eveni ng 1 have so much
enjoyed you r personal letter. It draw s me closer to
you a nd the wonderful Work you are doing."

- Mrs . Anna Dewalt
Gibson ia , PA

" Received your most welcom e letter a nd I than k
you from the bottom of my heart for a ll you r help.
I su re will take advantage of yo ur offer in cas e of
need. I will eit her wri te or call you."

- Sidelia Mon to ya
Sa nta Fe, NM

"T hank yo u for yo ur t ruth of the Bible and the
let t er 1 received dated Februar y 4, 1977. I was
am azed at offering me help for t emporary hard ­
sh ip. Thank you sincerely, bu t God has been so
kind to us in everythi ng that we really and truly
need noth ing. But I have t o thank yo u a gain."

- M . G. Caragher
Burlin gton, VT

" I received a letter from you dated Febru ary 4,
1977 , which I consider t ruly a m asterpiece, con­
cerning world condit ions, peo ple, ou tlook, and
your postscript was tremendously important. 1
cer tain ly am in agreemen t with you r s tatemen t:
'Our grea test need right now is REPENTANCE- so
we can be spared individually and nationally from
additiona l plagues a nd trib u lation '."

- Mrs . Madge Cow l
Creede, CO

GTA VISIT TO LANCASTER, PEN NSYLVANIA

The overall effectiveness of visit.·, to local church
areas becomes quite evident from these letters. It
gives the membership an overall uplift- both
physically an d spiritually , and it helps to generate
a feeling of oneness with the W ork and its leaders.

" I felt the need to write and tell you how thank­
fu l and appreciative we in t he Ha rrisbu rg, P enn­
sylvania Church ar ea are for your recen t visit . We
are truly grateful, as well as surprise d , that yo u
were able t o take time out of your bu sy schedule
t o come to such a small Church area. You have
m ade us feel not as isolate d from headquarters as
it see med prior to you r visit ."

- Mr. & Mrs. Richard Vanderm ark
Dover, PA
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" My wife and I were privileged to a t tend Sa b­
ba th services and the da nce in La ncast er, Pennsyl ­
va nia. The feeling of oneness rea lly was t here a nd
we ca me to feel a little closer to yo u with so much
time spent t ogether. This is t he type of spir it ual
up lift we all need every once in awhile."

- Mr. & M rs . George Nagle
Saylorsbu rg, P A

"T hank yo u very m uch for t he most enjoyable
weekend. From your arrival at the Lancaster ai r­
port, throu gh services and the da nce on Satu rday
even ing , to your departure at the airport on Sun­
day, we had the t ime of our lives. Our older dau gh­
ter, T ammy (2Yz years old) , is still talking a bou t
seeing t he inside of 'Garner T ed 's jet pla ne' on
Sunday. We were holdin g ou r breath when you
t u rn ed t he Fa lcon in to a snowplow on takeo ff."

- Dr. & Mrs . J ames W. J ohns
Lit it z, P A

" I a m from t he Allentown Church area an d we
were in Lancaster. Pennsylvan ia this last Sabbath.
1 just had to write yo u to tell you how much we
enjoyed the sermon a nd dance. It's great to hear

::.- the new developments in t he Work firs t hand , espe­
cially the success of t he new radio format.

" I have t o add what a grea t t ime we had at t he
dance and how professional sounding yo ur singing
group was. All the guys were wonderfu l.

" We are looking for ward to your Mt. Pocono
visit at Pen tecost . Hope there ca n be a dance at
night a lso ."

- Mrs. Ste ve Zavocki
Kin tnersville, PA

Communityand
Public Relations
Penthouse Article

The April issue of Penthouse maga zine carries
an article abou t Garn er T ed Armstrong. Although
it contains the usua l gross inaccuracies and mis­
re presen tations, it did presen t Mr. Armstrong as a
powerfu l figu re in Worldwide med ia a nd American
re ligion. (Please note t hat our ment ion ing the
art icle is not to be construed as a n endorsement of
t he magazine or an in ducement t o go bu y it .)

- Managing Edifor

SermonOutlines

WHY YOUTH SHOULD REMAIN
IN THE CHURCH

How can we hold · on to our you th? T his has
been a qu est ion many of us have asked. As a result
I gave t h is sermon. Youth respon se Was enc our­
ag ing. T hey appreciated being singled ou t in a
positive way .

Introduction:

Young people ca n feel negat ive toward the
church and drop out. Fact ors influencing this feel­
ing incl ude peer pressure, pu lls of the flesh ,
world ly va lues, a nd paren t a l neglect . T h ese
in flue nces can be countered by developing a st rong
com mit ment to the church. Bu t why should youth
feel a strong commit ment to the church? Wha t
does the church have to offer t hem? Wh y should
they remain with the church?

Body:

TO FIN D TRUTH

T ruth is for the young. Youth have major deci­
sions such as marriage ahead , not beh ind them.
Trut h can act as a road map ca using them to
avoid wrong trips.

Prov. 3:1-2 Only t he Church of God answers
t he really big quest ions in life.

P rov. 23:23 Trut h is valuable . It is the basis for
makin g right decisions.

J ohn 8:31-32 T he t ru t h can bring freedom from
many problems bothering you th .

TO DEVEL OP MEANINGFUL FR IENDSH IPS

Friendships are importa nt , but wrong friend­
ships ca n dest roy you th.

Provo1:15-19 There are dangers wit h havin g
wrong friends.

Prov. 13:20 T h e val ue of wise frie nds is
brough t out. Youth can expa nd
their friends beyond their peers.

Lu ke 2:42-46 Christ at age 12 iden t ified with
those much older.

Mr. Herbert Annstron g's au to biogra phy is filled
wit h examples of associa t ion with wise men as a
you t h. Our youth can also help and be helped by
olde r church mem bers.

TO FIND GOD

" God is for old people, carn ality is for t he
yo ung" is a fa lse belief.
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II Chron. 34:1·3 At age 16, Josiah was seeking
God.

Deu t . 6:5-7 Parents are to teach their chil ­
dren , showing God is in terested
in yout h . Christ pi cked up
little ch ildre n.

TO PARTICIPATE IN WHOLESOME
ACTIVITIES

The youth have many opp or tunitie s t h rough
Y.D.U. and other church activit ies, which may
include a Sabbat h program for you th.

THE CHURCH CAN HELP YOUTH PREPARE
FOR A SUCCESSFUL LIFE

Many young people are failing in marriage, chil d
rearing, and mental happiness.

J ohn 10:10 The church tea ches success in all
t hese areas throu gh its ministry.

We have booklets on the Se ven L aws of Success,
Da ting, How to Have a H appy M arriage, etc.

TO PREPARE FOR T HE MILLENNIUM

The millennium is a big question mark in t he
minds of youth. T hey fear it will inconvenience
t he ir lives. Comments on "An Open Let t er to the
Apoca lypse Generation" (April 1976 Good News ).
T he millennium does not end the fu ture.

J er. 33:7-8 You th will not have t o deal wit h the
penalty of generations of sin . It will
be like Eden without Sa t an.

Vs.9 Israel today is a ty pe of t he futu re
restoration.

Vs.11 It will be a wor ld of joy, incl udi ng
marriage.

Vs. 12 Agriculture restored .
Vs. 15 Perfect government inst ituted .
Vs. 16 J erusa lem will be bea utified.
It will be a much bet ter world for living.

TO FIND HAPPINESS

God wants you th to enjoy life.
Eccl. 11:9-10 Live a fu ll abunda nt life. Do wha t

you desire, within God's Law .

Conclusion:

Provo 28:14 If yo u fear to lose these benefits
then you will stay with the church
a nd find happiness. Hardening your
hear t will mean problems.

Consider t hese benefits so you ca n make a com­
mitment to stay with God 's Church .

- George Kackos
Wisconsin Dells , Wis.

ARE YOU WEARING THE
"ARMOR" OF GOD ?

Introduction:

In the Pales t ine of J esus' day, the sigh t of
Roman soldiers marching methodica lly throu gh
t he dusty st ree ts brou gh t respect from some, dis­
da in fro m others; bu t alway s fear from a ll. T hese
were the soldiers who , wearing their powerfu l
armor and car rying their sharp swords, had carved
out an em pire which lasted over 500 years.

To the apostle Pau l, these so ldiers played a
significant role in his life. At one time , he was in
the custody of a Roman centuri on for tw o years
under "ho use ar rest" (Acts 24:23-27).

Is it a wonder t hen tha t P aul freque n tly used
t he example of a Rom an soldier to exh or t t he
mem bers of God 's Church about bein g dedica ted
and disciplined (II Tim. 2:3-5 ), abo ut Christ being
the Capta in of our Sa lva tion (Heb. 2:10), and
finally a bout wearin g the armor of God (Eph. 6:10­
20)? With t his a rmo r, Paul tells t he E phesians
they ca n "stan d against the wiles of the devil."

But, how was th is spiri t ual armor to be assem­
bled? How was it to be used ?

Body:

EX POSIT ION ON E PH ESIANS 6:10-20- Spiri­
t ual ins t ructions on how to successfu lly com ba t
t he wiles of the Devil by using God 's "Spirit ual
Armor. "

DE SCR IPTION OF THE BATTLE PLAN (Vs.
10-13)-ln order to be ready t o wear the ar mor,
verses 10 and 11 exhort us first to "be strong,"
for the armo r is heavy an d we m ust be in good
condition to carry it. In verse 12, a description of
t he bat tlefield is drawn wit h t he pri ze at sta ke
being revealed- the con trol over our minds (See
II Cor. 10:3-6 for furt her details). From the term
"wiles," or as the same word is t ra nsla ted in
Chapter 4:14, "cunning cra fti ness," one can per­
ceive t hat Satan uses a type of gue rr illa warfa re
(See II Cor. 2:11 a nd I Peter 5:8) .

T HE T U NIC (Vs. 14)-This is logically the first
piece to go on, for it protected the so ldie r from
the abrasive armor. As t he soldier prepared hi m­
se lf for t he ba t tle, he wrapped the lower part of
the t unic around the loins in a knot to prevent
from tripping. As part of t he spirit ua l armor ,
Paul compa res t h is tunic wit h God's t ru ths
which need t o be tightly girded arou nd the
Chris t ian's loins, lest he trip on a loose strand of
doctrinal error. In I Peter 1:13-15, we find the
sa me analogy being used to gird up our minds
with these truths.

.'
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THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS
(Vs. 14)-Aft er the t u nic is in place, t his is the
piece of armor which protects the vital orga ns of
the body. It is not enough to know t he tru th­
we have to "put so me weigh t " behind them.
This righ teousness , or- the obed ience of God 's
la ws is like a s t rong breas tp late which protects
the se t r u t h s f r om bei n g e x pose d b y o u r
moments of weakness. In Romans 6 :13, Pa u l
i n s t ru c t s , " y ie ld . .. y o u r m e mbe r s as
instruments o[righteousness un to God."

THE HOB N AI LE D SAN DALS (Vs. 15) -Once
the sol dier has come this fa r, he now needs to
kn ow where t o go. His st ur dy sanda ls take h im
to the scene of the bat tl e, a nd in the sam e wa y,
t he Gospel of the Kingdom is what we are tak ­
ing to a rebellious world . "A nd ho w shall they
preach , except they be sent? As it is written ,
'How beautiful are the [eet of t hem t hat preac h
the gospe l of peace, a nd bring glad t idings of
good things" (Rom. 10:15).

T HE S H IELD OF FA IT H (V s. 16)- l n the Greek,
t he term "scu tum" referred to a large shield
whic h protected the en t ire body. Wit hout t h is
sh ield of faith be ing a n in tegral part of t he spir i­
tual armor, t he Chris t ian soldie r will find hi m­
self being ea si ly p ierced by the deceptive
argumen ts or fiery darts of doubt wh ich the
enemy h ur ls unrelentingly .

T H E H ELMET OF SALVATiO N (Vs. 17)-Once
the shield is in pl ace, a nother vit al pa r t of t he
body is further protected-the fragile head. God
knows that t he mind has t o be cons tan tly
guarded since from it pr oceed t he importan t
decisions wh ich will determi ne to a large degree
the outcom e of the wa r-whether he will ru n or
whethe r he will sta nd fast . For th is, t he helmet
of salvat ion is provided . In I Thessal on ians 5:8,
th is helmet is m ore fu lly described as the hope
of salvat ion. With this hope eve r before h im , t he
soldier can steadfas tly persevere th rough the
priva tions of the battle t o fina lly obtain t he
p rize of eternal life.

TH E SWORD OF T HE S PIRIT IV, . 17)­
Finally, God offers us the on ly offensive weapon
mentioned he re to slay the enemy. In Heb rews
4:12, this sword of t he Word of God is described
as "quic k, and powerful, and sharper than any
t wo-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing
asunder of sou l and spiri t, and of the jo ints and
marrow, and is a discerner of the t hou ghts and
inten ts of the heart ." Here is the weapon by
wh ich we can cut t hrou gh the deceit a nd facades
of the enemy and vanquish him as Christ d id !
(See Matt. 4:4.)

CO M M U N I CAT iON W I T H THE CO M·
M ANDER·IN-CHIE F (Vs. 18)- This verse does
no t describe a par t of the armor, hu t it does deal
with the important aspe ct of com m unicat ions
d uring t he bat t le. A sold ier might be well armed ,
bu t unless he knows t he ord ers of his su pe riors,
he will become confused in t he m elee a nd
q uickly find himsel f retreating from the enemy.
Likewise, for the soldier in Chris t , fre quen t co n­
tact through prayer is an essen t ial activity to
have the guidance to know when and where to
act in t he day-to -day skirmishes.

Conclusion:
I t is now t ime to exam ine our "spiritua l armor"

to see if we are combat ready . One ca n ask such
qu est ions as : Are yo ur loins girded tightly with
God 's t ruths? Are there any crac ks in your breast ­
pla te of righ teousness? Are you an insubord ina te
so ldier who forgets about his commission ? Are yo u
getting t ired of holding up the shield of fait h? Are
you keeping your sigh ts fixed on t he things wh ich
are above, or is the weigh t of t he helm et lowering
your head t o contem pla te only the cares of this
world? Wh at type of shape is your sword in ? How
are you r lines of communications with the heav­
en ly comma nd post? Are you part of a "lost bat­
ta lion" whic h never reports in '? Are we going t o
wa it unt il the war tru mpe ts sound to muster up
ou r cobwebbed equipme nt?

Paul, a fter a lifet ime of fightin g with that t rusty
ar mo r of God and preparing himself for t he fina l
battle, left t hese words wit h Timothy , " T hou
therefore, endure hardness, as a good soldier of
J esus Ch ris t " (II Ti m. 2:3 ). - Mario Seig lie

Pasade na

For Your Interest...
SALEM CHURCH FEATURED
IN NEWSPAPER

Editor's Note: A rticles such as the one below
([rom the Statesman J ournal, Salem Oregon, S at­
urday Feb. 12, 1977) are appearing more [re­
quently throughout the U.S. Apparently the focus
of attention on our worldwide broadcasting and
p ublishing efforts is expanding to include local
W orldwide Church groups and their activities.
W e thought to include this p articular article
because it's another good example o[ how the
Church can be represented to the media at the
local leve l, thus properly taking advantage o[ our
increasing national exposure.
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Worldwide Church of God
Pursues Right Way to Live

By LEW[S H . ARENDS JR.
Oregon Sta w liman Reporter

"We believe we are the only way," sa ys Ric hard
Parker, pas tor of t he Sa lem congrega tion of the
World wide Church of God.

T he local church oft en has a low visibility whi le
t he in terna tional image is projected to millions
t h rough radio and tel evision program s and publi­
cations.

Past or Pa rker said, " We believe there a re very
many since re people wit h other churches who
haven 't come to a full understanding of the way
God would have them live.

" I'm sure t hat is what other denomi na tions say
ab out us t o one degree or an other. We feel we do
ha ve the righ t way and are seeking t o purs ue it."

A hooklet on church history t ra ces its begin­
nings to the first century Christians. It sa ys the
church's jo b is "proclaiming the good news of the
coming worldwide Kingdom of God ...

"That worldwide Work of God continued to ebb
through t he centuries to scarcely a tri ckle."

A group, mai nly based in Eugene, incorporated
as the Oregon Conference of T he Church of God in
1930. Herbert W. Armstrong had become active in
the church and was ordained in June, 1931.

In January, 1934, he broadcast t he first "T he
Wo rld T omorrow" radio program. The program
was bein g broadcast nationally by 1942 and
became a daily program in 1945. A t elevision pro­
gram was la ter added.

Ar mstrong moved the broadcasting and church
headquarters to Pasaden a, Ca lif., in the late 1940s.
Ambassa dor College was started. in 1947 with fou r
st uden ts .

The printing and radio and television programs
are a ll done t hrough the college . The college also
has a campus at Big Sa ndy, T ex., and a combined
st udent body over 1,200. Church literature say
that more than 10 per cent of the st uden ts are
ca lled t o the ministry.

T he Sa lem church meets in the gymnasium of
Sacred Heart Academy, 3750 La ncast er Drive NE .
The Worldwide Church was known as the Radio
Ch urch of God before its name cha nge a bou t 10
years ago.

"We only have a few buildings. We feel the
mo ney can be better spent for services t o peop le.
Bu ild ings are a seconda ry priori ty ," Pastor Pa rker
said.

The Su-year-old pastor was born and raised in
t he Seattle, Wash. a rea. " I was a nominal Method-
ist, basically a non-religious person. -'01

"When I was at comm unity college , I began t o
study the 'Plain Truth' magazine. I bega n to se nd
for various booklets on life and religion.

" I had to ma ke changes in my life to square up
what the Bible says we should do." H e completed
t h ree years at the church's Ambassador College.

After three years as a ministerial assistant in
San Diego, Calif., he was assigned as past or at
Salem about two years a go. He a nd his wife Sally
have two da ugh ters . He works out of their home at
4882 Herrin Road NE.

In his early searc h ing, he discovered " the Bible
is God 's word, life does ha ve meaning. It all bega n
to fa ll in pla ce and convict me to believe in the
Gospel message that Christ is going to retu rn and
rule.

" We do seek to obey the commandments as
exp ressed in love. T he firs t four in love toward
God and t he last six in love toward our fello w
man.

" We teach t he sabbat h from Fri day sunse t to
Sa turday sunset. The people ar e to remove them­
selves from labor. It is a tim e for physica l rest and
spirit ua l rej uvenation.

"We believe in works, bu t not tha t they make us
right in God 's sigh t. Jesus Christ died for ou r fail ­
ures and is t he physica l example of how to live
now," Pas to r Par ker sa id.

T he church observes the J ewish holy days. "T he
early New T estament church kept these days. We
believe t hese days should be kep t and we keep
them, pu t t ing Christ in t hem; ' Pastor Pa rker said.

T he church teaches t ithing and members send
them directly to t he Pasadena headquarters ,
rather than through the local church. Local sa la­
ries and expenses are ret urn ed from Pasadena.

Members are encouraged to sa ve a second tithe
of 10 percen t to allow them to attend an annual
church meet ing during the Feast of Tabernacles
that begins in late September th is year. Recent
regiona l meetings have been held at Spokane,
Wash. , and Squaw Valley, Idaho.

Pas t or Parker sa id, "T here are about 100,000
members and others who attend our services
worldwide. A much larger num ber, in the millions,
is read ing and studying our litera tu re."

Herbert W. Armstron g, 84, is pastor general of
the ch urch and his son , Garn er Ted Armstrong, is
executive director. T he son now carried on the 11!~\

broadcast work on about 130 television and 230 't.
radio sta t ions. "The World T omorrow" is on Port -
land television, Channel 12, at 11 a .m. Saturday.
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':'\ The broadcasts and pri nt ed materia l present a
• dismal picture of crime and world situat ions. T hey.-

poin t to a " lit eral Bible in terpretat ion " as t he
so lution.

The church normally meets a t the Sacre d Hea rt
Academy gynmasium at 1 p.m. on Sat urd ays. D ue
to a conflict today it will meet at 10 a .m. Gues t
speaker a t the service will be Da le H am pton , a
chu rch alc oholism expert from P asad ena .

T he ch urc h a lso has men 's and women 's organ i­
zations tha t meet regul arly a nd twice monthly
Bible st udies.

Pastor Parker sa id, "We believe tha t except a
ma n is ca lled by God, no amoun t of preach in g or
knockin g on doors ca n change him.

" Eac h person is accountab le for h is own reli ­
gious actions. Unless God ca lls hi m, he won't
understand our beliefs."

UPDATE ON BOB STEEP'S HEALTH

Si nce we have been receiving ca lls and cards
fro m ma ny of yo u min isters as king how I've been
do ing with regard to my back pro blem, I thought
I'd give an upda te here since it is d ifficul t to
an swer everyone individua lly . Some have heard I
was having addit ional problems, whi ch is true .

After major surgery two years ago for the
rem oval of a paralyzing tumor with in the spinal
cord, 1 was m aking slow bu t steady im provement.
We were even makin g plans t h is summer to rejoin
you fell ows out in the field soon.

Well, in November 1 sudden ly started losing t he
use and con trol of my right leg, and by the end of
the yea r was barely getting a round with a cane.
The doctors to ok many t ests with om inous
results-the main one bein g the fea r of what they
or iginally found t o have been a benign t umor
becoming malignan t a nd traveling up t he nerve
roots choking off the ir use.

In J a nuary I again underwent major su rgery in
t he afflicted area and the resul ts were a relief in
that all signs of t he tumor were gone, but sca r
t issue a nd inflammation (arachnoiditus) of tissue
within t he cord had developed , causing nerve
im pairment and at rophy of the leg and ot her
areas.

It was clea ned ou t a nd I was in the hospital for
a m on th (January ). I ca me home and was start ing
to get around with the use of a wa lker while heal ­
in g of t he in cisioned area took place.

However, t h ree weeks later a n infection in the
wound area developed . T he doctors were con ­
cer ned that it was meningitis or spinal fluid leak­
age.

As the resu lt of this recen t problem, 1 am in the
hospital again , going on the third week, whi le the
infect ion is being t reated . Due t o it s location , I
ha ve to lie completely s t ra igh t and only on my
side which gives me two choices- the left or righ t
(decisions, decisions! !) Well, 1 figure if Ez ekiel
cou ld do it for forty days on one and 390 on t he
other, what do I have .to complain about?

Once t his infection probl em is taken ca re of, I'll
be up and begin rehabilitation again.

T his condition has been a long and, at times,
fru strat in g battle, but 1 know t here are others out
there who have gone through sim ilar t rials and
many wh o have suffered worse. If there is one
lesson I have learned through this, it is t he im por­
ta nce of ha ving unconditional HOPE in J esus
Chris t no matter what t he odds are. It is a comfort
t o beh old- at t imes a strugg le to maintain- but
always availabl e as 'a power to clim b t he difficult
moun tains and face t he heaviest of s torms no mat­
ter what the ul tima te loss or disappo in tmen ts m ay
be in this present life.

T ha nk you for your many prayers and letters of
concern.

Est elle and the chil dren are doin g fine.
- Bob Steep

Pasadena

TIGHT MUSCLES HINDER DWIGHT
STONES AT A.C. TRACK

World record holder Dwigh t Stones was all set
to break his own high jump record here at Am bas­
sador College, Wednesday , March 9th. Stones
commented to H ar ry Sneide r, h is trainer : " I feel
re ady. The cond it ions could be bet ter, if 1 on ly had
m ore competit ion." Stones brought t wo other men
from Long Bea ch S tate Universit y who were in
t he 7' range.

There were about 350 people present on a some­
what dark , cold, a nd overcast day here on the
college t rack. The jumpers wa rmed up by easily
going over t he bar a t 6'-8" t hen 6'-10". Sto nes
flopped over 7'-0" with inches to spare . His corn­
petitors st ruggled a nd failed at t hat height. T he
bar was ra ised to 7'-2". Stones cleared it eas ily. At
7'-3W' he m issed on his firs t attem pt , the n made
it on h is seco nd . The weather took a turn for t he
worse-a very ch illy wind began to tigh te n Stones'
sa rtorius muscle in the upper thigh . Stones' com­
men t at this poin t was, " I feel very t ight." The bar
was ra ised to 7'·514" a nd Stones made three very
good a t tempts at this height , bu t he did not go
over.

S tones, the t rue champion t hat he is said, " I'm
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very sorry that I cou ldn't break a record today,
bu t I will retu rn t o Am ba ssa dor Colle ge again in
the very near future and you will see a new world
record." Stones pla ns to t rain here very intensely
for the next four yea rs. Keep your eye on this
you ng man- he may pu t Am bassado r Colle ge on
t he sports map ye t with a new world re cord.

Stones is currently t he world record holder in the
outdoor high jump at 7 feet , 7 14 inches.

Harry S ne ider said Dwigh t asked h im to tha nk
Ambassador College for lettin g h im jump. "T he
people were very polite," said Stones , " I really
enjoyed jumping before th is very fine gro up."

- Managing Editor

DWIGHT STO NES- Current wo r ld high jump record
holde r in tently eyes the crossba r as he starts o ff for
anot her jump, clearing it by hal f an inc h. Sto nes at­
tempted to brea k h is own record at the Am bassado r
College track on Wednesday , Marc h 9th.

-,


