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PERSONAL FROM

Are People Lost
Because
ofAdam's Sin?

"
hy is it," some people will ask,

"that this whole world has to suffe r so much
now, because of Adam's sin?"

There's a common be lief t hat as a res ult of the
original so-called "fall of man"-meaning the
transgression of Adam-that all people are born
lost -consigned straight to an everburning
torment of hell fire!

But is that true?
Let's look at this ancient event that is called the fall

of man! We take a lot of things for granted-we
unquestioningly assume much of what has been
generally accepted and believed. But when we take out
some of these things and take a good look at them, we
receive some shocking surprises!

Was Adam Created Spiritually Perfect?

The common idea in the Christian-professing worl d is
that God originally created Adam, the first man, an
immortal, perfect spiritual character. The Bible
expression, "God created man in his own image," has
been interpreted to mean that God made man immortal
and spiritually perfect-and created of the same
composition as God-that is, out of spirit. The body is
interpreted to be merely the material garment th e
spiritual man wears-or the physical house that an
immortal sou l inhabits . And with this, it is commonly
believed, God has completed his creation. The man was
perfected, completed, immortal, perfect in character!

And then, this theory continues, along came Satan.
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The devil succeeded in wrecking this perfect
creation-this man that God had perfected, causing
him deliberately to sin! And this sin of Adam is
supposed to have somehow effected a change in the
man's na ture from immortality to mortality. Adam and
all his descendants were now automatically consigned,
upon the experience that we call death, to be plunged
into the eternal torment of hell fire.

Here had stood, in the man Adam, the supreme
masterpiece of all God's creation . But Satan succeeded
in wrecking what God had created-thwarting God's
purpose-upsetting Go d's plan!

And so, as this prevailing idea pictures it, God
had to start all over again, and think out some new
plan for repairi ng the damage!

It is looked upon something like an automobile
manufacturer who had manufactured one very
far-advanced, perfectly pr ecisioned automobile-his
supreme masterpiece-only to find that, on its first
drive out of the factory, an ene my had come along
and wrecked th at car. T he idea is that t he
man ufacturer would have it towed back in, and
would set out to repair the damage.

Is Salvation Merely to Repair the Damage?

And so in the commonly accepted idea of
Christianity red emption is an effort on the part of
God to repair the damage that Satan inflicted in that
original sin-to make us as goo d as Adam was,
before the so-called "fall."

But is a badly wrecked automobile really as good,
after it is repaired, as it was before the wreck? Of
course not!

This common idea of a professi ng Christianity is
not true at all! It is not th e teachi ng of the holy
Bible. It is not the Ch ris tianity of Christ, nor the 12
apost les, nor of the apostle Pau l!

The general false conception is that ever since the
so-called fall of Adam, God has been doing his very
best to get the whole world saved-that is, to restore
men to a conditio n as good as Adam was before the
so-called fall! A nd, further, that th ere is a great
competit ion going on bet ween God and Satan. Satan
is very cunningly resisting God, restraining and
outsmarting him so that only a small fraction of the
whole world's population is actually being saved .

Now this entire (Continued on page 28)



Coming

EUROPE BETWEEN
EAST

AND WEST!
by Gene H. Hogberg

Trends are under way that will dramatically alter the political landscape of Europe.

impact of the antinuclear peace
movement has been markedly
reduced because of the airliner
tragedy.

Verbal Cold War

The question of deploying interme­
diate range nuclear forces (IN F) in
Europe has generated some of the
harshest exchanges between Wash­
ington and Moscow in recent
years.

In September Soviet President
Yuri Andropov replied blisteringly
to a speech in the United Nations
by U .S. President Ronald Reagan .

In his address, Mr. Reagan
offered the Soviets new concessions
on the "Eurornissile" issue. Yet it
didn't impress Mr. Andropov, who
said the United States was just
"prattling" about flexibility in the
Geneva INF talks on the "burning
issue" of reducing nuclear arsenals
in Europe. The Reagan concessions
were, he said, more of the same
"deceptive" smoke screen to cover
actual deployment (the Soviets
especially dread the Pershing lIs,
which could strike Soviet territory
in less than 10 minutes from launch
time) .

Earlier, Moscow authorities im­
plied their representatives may
both walk out of the Geneva talks
and take countermeasures by mov­
ing its nuclear forces "closer" to
the United States and by putting
SS-20 medium-range missiles on
the territory of Warsaw Pact allies,

The PLAIN TRUTH

Impact on Europe

sitive military zones in the Soviet
Union's Far East region near Japan
and Korea.

For weeks the world remained
stunned over the act that termi­
nated Korean Airlines Flight 007.
Assertions from Moscow that the
plane was on an American spying

mission over Soviet
"sacred territory" and
that its fighter pilots
would do the same thing
again under similar cir­
cumstances further added
to rising East-West ten­
SIOns.

The Korean jet downing
has generated consid­
erable political fallout. It
has hardened relations
between Washington and
Moscow. And it has vir­
tually assured that the
controversial NATO plan
to install new weapons in
Western Europe will go
ahead as scheduled.

For a while, it appeared
that the considerable pub­
lic opposition to the
deployment of the Per­
shing II and cruise mis-
siles-NATa's new gen­

eration weapons designed to offset
the Soviet Union's SS-20 interme­
diate missiles-might succeed in
some key European countries, spe­
cifically West Germany. But the

airliner, with 269 passengers
aboard, was shot down by a Soviet
fighter plane.

The American-made 747 jumbo
jet had strayed off course over sen-
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SO M ETI M ES one startling
and unexpected devel­
opment can help alter

the course of history.
Just such a "bolt out of the

blue" occurred September 1,
1983, when a Korean civilian

Firm U.S. policy in defense of Western Europe
forces Soviets to rethink policy.



Yuri Andropov lets it be known that a new Europe
between East and West is foreseeable.

probably East Germany and
Czechoslovakia.

Unusual Plea for United Europe

The Kremlin leaders have been
clearly stung by what they call the
White House's "anticommunist
crusade," given added impetus by
the airliner tragedy. They particu­
larly resent that President Reagan
referred to the Soviet Union as an
"evil empire."

Moscow's assessment of U.S.
intentions was further enhanced
when Vice-president George Bush
toured Eastern Europe shortly after
the airliner disaster.

In unusually blunt language, Mr.
Bush said in Vienna after his visits
to Hungary, Yugoslavia and Ro­
mania that "the brutal murder of
269 civilians" only underlined for
him Russia's distance from Euro­
pean civilization.

The vice-president went on to
condemn the post World War II
division of Europe, saying that
there was no agreement at the ill­
fated 1945 Yalta conference to
divide Europe into "spheres of
influence."

In his aggressive speech---one of
the harshest yet delivered by a top
American official since the Cold
War days of the 1950s-Mr. Bush
referred to "the wound which runs
through the heart of Europe."

Addressing an audience in the
former Imperial Hofburg Palace in
Vienna, the U .S. vice-president
called, according to the words of
Daily Telegraph correspondent
Richard Bassett, "for a united Cen­
tral Europe free from the alien
influence of the Soviet Union."

Eastern European states, Mr. Bush
continued, should choose to free
themselves from Soviet domination
and join the Free World. Either that,
he said, or forever be condemned to
what he called a life of ignorance,
backwardness and poverty.

Down through the years Ameri­
can officials have supported-usual­
ly in the form of lip service-the
concept of a united Western Europe.
Rarely has anyone publicly advo­
cated a united Europe that would
encompass countries from Central
and Eastern Europe as well.

Another Unity Plea in Vienna

Vice-president Bush was not the
January 1984

only leading personality to speak
out on the issue of European unity
from Vienna in September. Preced­
ing him by about two weeks was
Pope John Paul II. Since the after­
math of the airliner tragedy still
dominated newspaper headlines,
statements by the Pope in what was
the capital of the once-powerful
Austro-Hungarian Empire drew
scant attention.

It was the first Papal pilgrim­
age to Vienna in two centuries.
While there, as he has done so
often in his five-year-Iong pontifi­
cate, the Polish-born Pontiff once
again urged Europeans on both
sides of the Iron Curtain to unite
on the basis of their common
Christian heritage.

In a prayer service coinciding
with the 300th anniversary of the
bloody liberation of Vienna from
the massive Turkish siege of 1683,
the Pope said that "this solemn
feast .. . draws our vision beyond
natural, national and artificial bor­
ders over all Europe, over all the
peoples of the continent with its
common past, from the Atlantic
to the Urals, from the North Sea
to the Mediterranean."

To the Pope, the people
of Europe, despite their
linguistic and ethnic dif­
ferences, nevertheless
represent one common
Christian civilization. He
decries Europe's present­
day "artificial" division
(via the Iron Curtain)
in to two ideological
camps, one dominated by
the U ni ted States, the
other by the Soviet
Union.

John Paul's address, as
well as speeches by cardi­
nals from Germany,
France, Poland and
Yugoslavia, was carried
live by Austrian television
in a broadcast that people
in border areas of Czech­
oslovakia, Hungary and
Yugoslavia could watch.

At the service, the
Pontiff dedicated a near­
ly 30-foot-high bronze cross . "Un­
der this sign of the cross we place
Austria and Europe because only
under the cross is there hope," the
Pope said. "The cultural unity of

the European continent that con­
tinues despite all the crises and
division is not comprehensible
without the content of the Chris­
tian message," he said, describing
a "common heritage" for all the
Continent.

Significantly, on the eve of the
visit, Austrian Primate Cardinal
Franz Koenig said the Pope consid­
ers neutral Austria as a bridge
between East and West. Austria
and its capital Vienna appear head­
ed for a vital role in Europe's
future.

"One-lung" Christian?

Behind the scenes, John Paul II has
been working tirelessly to achieve
the type of East-West unity in
Europe Vice-president Bush al­
luded to.

His master plan, if one may call
it that, is far more extensive than
any secular politician has devised
to date, because it deals with the
healing of fundamental cultural
and religious schisms that no
political leader knows how to deal
with.

For example, at a symposium in

Rome, the Pope spoke of the
urgent necessity of a "rapproche­
ment between the spiritual heritage
of the Christian Eastern and West­
ern culture"-meaning the Ortho-
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be surprised if among the offers
from Moscow woul d be a striking
one: the withdrawal of military
forces from Eastern Europe in
exchange for American forces
withdrawing from Western Eu­
rope."

Such a grand reshuffling of the
political map of Europe would
shake the foreign ministries of
every advanced nation in the
world-the U.S. State Depart­
ment most of all! It would also, of
necessity, entail the reunification
of Germany. With the rest of
Eastern Europe set free-partial­
ly, at least, into a condition of
strict neutrality-East Germany,
the farthest west of the East Bloc
satellites, would have no place to
go but into a greater German
state.

The Soviets, of course, would
hope that this new Germany would
remain in a harmless, neutralized
condition, forever appreciative of
Moscow's generosity.

For Moscow to even consider
such a course of action shows the
dread that the Soviets have of the
new generation NATO missiles, as
already evidenced by the fury with
which they have attacked the
deployment program.

On his trip last year to Moscow
to visit Soviet President Andropov,
West German Chancellor Helmut
Kohl surprisingly, and to Mr.
Andropov's face, forcefully
brought up again the German
de sire for reunification.

That the Soviets, in contrast to
past years, did not react with hos­
tility to such a request only con­
firmed to some observers that
they have precisely such a just­
in-case policy in the back of their
minds.

Neutral A ustria a Type

The stage is thus being set for some
dramatic realignments of power in
Europe.

The Soviet Union, notes pol itical
analyst William Pfaff, is occasion­
ally "capable of sudden acts of real­
ism ." As an example, the. Soviets
permitted the complete freedom of
Austria in 1955-with the stipula­
tion that Austria become a perma­
nently neutral state, not attached to
NATO. For 10 years previously,

(Continued on page 43)
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Soviet Long-term Plans?

stantial agreement on "justificat ion
by faith," a key issue that divided
the two churches in the 16th-cen­
tury Protestant Reformation.

The 20 U .S. Catholic and
Lutheran theologians said they still
recognized some differences in
approaches to the doctrine, but that
the differences were not sufficient
grounds for division .

The report was timely. It was
issued during the year of
the SOOth anniversary of
the birth of Martin Luth­
er.

The hardened Western
position on the missile sit­
uation an d the ongoing
Papal "spiritual offen­
sive" in Eastern Europe
is, some believe, forcing
the leadership in the
Soviet Union to seriously
consider future ties to the
nations of Europe, both
East and West.

According to a report
from Budapest, Hungary,
in the British weekly The
Observer (July 31, 1983),
th~Soviet long-term ap­
proach just might provide
for a united-and, it is
assumed, neutralized­
Europe. Observer corre­
spondent Lajos Lederer
claims that the idea that
such a plan may be in the
mind of Soviet President
Andropov .emerged from
remarks he reportedly
made to Janos Kadar, the
Hungarian leader, during
three long meetings in
Moscow.

The reason for this
rethinking, says Mr. Led­
erer from Hungarian
sources, "is the recogni­

tion by the Soviet Union that the
development of nuclear missiles has
destroyed the rationale for main­
tain ing the states of Eastern
Europe as a 'buffer' between Rus­
sia and the West. However loyal
Poland and Hungary and the rest
might be in a nuclear war, they
could do nothing to prevent the
annihilation of the Soviet Union ."

Correspondent Lederer then
adds, "The H ungarians would not

dox comrnumnes in the East and
the Roman Catholic and Protestant
worlds in the West.

The Pope tol d the visiting schol­
ars that he had confided the follow­
ing to representatives of various
non-Catholic communities in mid­
1980, shortly after having visited
Ecumenical O r t hod ox Patriarch
Demetrios I in Istanbul: "One can­
not as a Christian, I would even say

as a Catholic, breathe with only one
lung; it is necessary to have two
lungs, that is to say, Oriental and
OccidentaL"

Within the Western Christian­
professing world, too, the ecumeni­
cal drive is slowly but steadily pro­
ducing results.

Last September an official panel
of Lutheran and Roman Catholic
scholars, after a five-year study,
announced that it had reached su b-
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In open forests of West Germany older Pershing I
launchers are on the move. New generati on of
missiles will replace them.
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by Herbert W. Armstrong

Are the Ten Commandments negative and therefore a wrong form of law?

O
FTEN we hear the basic
Moral Law impugned
by theologians and
educators as negative

and therefore outdated. Its
Giver is often conceived as a
stern, wrathful God, who
angrily says to us: "THOU
SHALT NOT!" It is sometimes
looked upon as undesirable
for modern, advanced, en­
lightened man. The T e n
Commandments ought to be
positive, they say, not nega­
tive.

Modern humanity looks
upon itsel f as elevated to a
plane of rational thinking, and
with knowledge higher than
God or God 's law. Of course,
when we understand, God's
truth is the most positive reli­
gion or philosophy there is-it
eradicates fear! It is the way of
faith!

But is the negative form, "Thou
shalt not," wrong for society
today? Is it outmoded in building
character? Should a perfect law
be permissive, containing only dos
and no don'ts?
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Consider for a moment what is
meant by true character.

Character-that is, true charac­
ter-has been defined as: I) com­
ing to the knowledge of the true, as
opposed to the false values-the
right , instead of the wrong way; 2)
making, of one's own free will and
volition, the choice to do the right
instead of the wrong; 3) the exer­
cise of the wil1 in actually doing the
right instead of the wrong.

Character, then, once the true
knowledge is acquired and the rig ht
decision made, involves self-disci­
pline. The truly ed ucated person is
a self-disciplined person .

What, then, does this self-disci­
pline involve?

Two things: I) self-restraint to
resist the lower impulses and pul1s
in human nature-to restrain the
self from desires, impulses, habits
or customs that are contrary to the
right way ; and 2) self-propulsion or
determined initiative to drive the
self to do those things that ought to
be done. In other words, in true
character in action there is the pos­
itive and the negative.

Suppose one rejects the negative
as faulty and something to be dis­
carded altogether . Suppose one
applies the positive only and
impels the self to do those posi tive

things to be done, but exercises no
restraint to resist those things of
habit, impulse, desire or custom of
others that ought not to be done.
Because human nature is what it
is, the very nature in such a one
wil1 pul1 constantly in the wrong
direction. Thus character is de­
stroyed . That person is out of bal­
ance, living in a hopeless world of
permissiveness.

We find present in nature both
the positive and the negative and
the principle of opposites. Electrici­
ty functions and performs its work
by use of both the positive and the
negative. Some elements are alka­
line; some are acid. Living things
and beings in this world of matter
are male and female . There are sins
of both omission and commission .

Frequently we read the pitiful,
feeble efforts of one who fancies in
ignorant egotism that he or she is
wiser than God, setting forth an
idea of 10 positive commandments.
Ten dos, and no don'ts . And what
do we find? How much character
would such a list of "command­
ments" produce?

Just about as much character as
an electric light bulb would pro ­
duce light with merely the one pos­
itive wire leading into it. Just about
as much character as the male
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alone, without the female, could
reproduce his kind. He might do a
few good things, but all his good
would be nullified and canceled out
by the unrestrained evil he would
commit.

No basic law of life, forming the
basis of perfect character, could be
a perfect law unless it contains, in
perfect balance; both positive and
negative.

Examine, now, the Ten Com­
mandments, God's basic code, upon
which all his laws, social, economic,
civil and religious, hang. Here is
the basis of true character:

I. "THOU SHALT have no other
gods before me." This is stated in
the positive form, implying we shall
worship and obey the true God. In
a sense, this commandment con­
tains both the positive and negative,
directing us positively, "Thou
shalt," to the true God , and
restraining us-the negative-from
false god s.

2. "THOU SHALT NOT make unto
thee any graven image, or ... bow
down thyself to them,nor serve
them." This is negative, restraining
from either making or worshiping
any thing as a god; also restraining
from either worship of, or obe­
dience to, such a false god. To the
true God man owes both worship
and obedience.

Notice the principle of govern­
ment in this, as in all the com­
mands. The whole issue is one of
government. The first man and
woman rejected God's government,
refused his rule over their lives, dis­
obeyed four points of the basic law
of his government. Christ came
preaching the kingdom of God,
which is the government of God,
commanding humanity to repent of
rejection of that government and
the transgression of its laws (sin is
the transgression of the law-I
John 3:4) .

3. "THOU SHALT NOT take the
name of the Lord thy God in vain."
This much-abused commandment
is a restraint-negative-to pre­
vent cutting humans off from the
power and benefits of the right use
of God's name. This command is a
negative, making possible the posi­
tive and vitally needed blessings
through that name!

4. "REMEMBER the sabbath day,
to keep it holy .. . the seventh day

6

is the sabbath of the Lord thy
God." Here is another positive
command-the only one God spe­
cifically commanded us to "re­
member," and the very one man­
kind insists above all upon forget­
ting. Is it not an indicting commen­
tary on unrestrained human nature
that this most positive of all the
Commandments men flout and dis­
obey with greatest impunity?

Again, notice the perfection­
here again is a command including
both positive and negative, for
while it is primarily positive, yet it
includes negative restraints to make
possible that positive-"in it thou
shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy
son ," etc.

5. "HONOUR thy father and thy

The whole law is
summed in

one word, love
.... It was given in

love for us,
and love is the fulfilling

of the law-love
in action. ,

mother." Do you see any negative
statement in this command? Here
is a positive command, with a defi­
nite promise of blessing. This heads
the six commands regulating our
relationship with our neighbor.
However, the negative opposite is
implied, though not stated.

6 through 1O. "THOU SHALT
NOT" kill, commit adultery, steal,
bear false witness against another,
or covet. Here are the famous neg­
atives, yet each implies the opposite
positive: as, you shall love and have
charitable, tolerant patience toward
your neighbor, be true to your wife
and respect your neighbors' proper­
ty .

Here is a perfect law (Ps. 19:7).
It outlines, in broad detail , our
right relationship with the true
God that we may have all the
needed guidance, help and bless-

ings from God; and also our right
relationship toward human neigh­
bors-including parents, children,
husband or wife. This law provides
for every human need for our own
good in a living, active, continuous
relationship with the all-wise, all­
powerful, all-loving God.

This perfect law forms the basis
of all human relationships, as well
as our God-relationship. It provides
the wide, basic general rules affect­
ing every phase of life:

a) Religious, in our relationship
to God;

b) Family, in our relationship to
parents, children, wife or husband,
and is designed to preserve the
blessed sanctity and dignity of the
home;

c) Next-door and personal neigh­
bors and friends ;

d) Civil relationships-here are
found the very basic civil laws
respecting murder, larceny (theft) ,
adultery, perjury;

e) Economic life-honesty, not
coveting others ' money, goods,
property or possessions, which cov­
eting is the very root source of
today's economic principle of com­
petition;

f) Social life-such commands
as those respecting adultery, false
witnessing, coveting, stealing, form
the foundational principle of right
social attitude and rel ationship with
neighbors.

This law, in its basic principles,
defines the whole duty of man
(Eccl. 12:13) . It is the basis, in
principle, for all . the Bible. The
entire Bible is, so far as its teaching
is concerned, a magnification in
specific detail of these basic princi­
ples .

This law is complete. It con­
tains, in brief summation-princi­
ple, all the positive and negative
obligations of the perfect, rightly
balanced life. It is the very an­
tithesis of permissiveness! It
expresses and reflects the very
character of God .

The whole law is summed in one
word, love. It is like God, for God
is love, just as his law is love. It was
given in love for us, and love is the
fulfilling of the law-love in
action.

It is love to God, and love to
neighbor. It is perfect. It is com­
plete. D
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Ahead

MIDEAST WAR
IN

1984?
by Kei th W. Stu mp

Here IS an eye-opening, behind-the-scenes report on the state of
war-readiness of a key Arab nation.

Damascus, Syria

S Y R IA is a pivotal coun­
try in the Arab world.
And Damascus is it s

heart. Israeli forces are only
30 miles away from where I
am writing.

It is time our readers un der­
stood why Syria has become the
Arab power that cannot be
ignored .

Throughout 1983, events In
neigh boring Lebanon focused at­
tention of the wor ld on Syria and
its President, Hafez al-Assad, one
of the Mideast's most formidable
leaders.

The attention centered on Syria's
adamant opposition to the U .S .­
mediated Israeli-Lebanese agree­
ment for the withdrawal of foreign
forces from Lebanon .

Why has Syria objected to this
controversial pact?

Nationa l Motiva tions

No newsman can intelligently eval­
uate the situation in the Middle
East without an understanding of
the motivations underlying the
actions of each nation in this criti­
cal region. Regardless of whether
these attitudes are based in fact,
attitudes motivate a nation 's poli­
cies . One may agree or disagree
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with them. But to be unaware of
them is to ignore a major factor in
the complex Mideast equation .
That is why The Plain Truth is
bringi ng you th is firsthand report
as the year 1984 springs upon us.

"You in the West have not heard
our side of the story," a student of
literature commented to me at the
university here in Syria's
capital.

"You call us hostile,
intransigent and unrea­
sonable," he contin ued .
" A nd that is because your
news media have fai led to
report the reasons beh ind
our so-called ' hard- line'
pos ition. And we do have
good reasons!"

The ~udent spoke to
me with conviction and
emotion. Emotions often
run high here in the vola­
tile Middle East. Like the
vast majority of Syrians,
this st udent knew precise­
ly where he stood on the
Arab- Israeli question, and
why.

Yet how many in the media­
saturated West know why he and
his fellow countrymen believe and
act as they do?

To be informed, we need to
understand why Syria rejects the
Israeli-Lebanese agreement, an d

how Syrians view the Mideast situ­
ation at this moment.

Expansionist Designs?

By the terms of the Israeli-Leba­
nese accord, Israel has agreed to
withdraw its troops from battle­
scarred Le banon only when Syria
does likewise.

TURKEY

Syrians, however, see no link
between their own presence in
Lebanon and an Israeli withdraw­
al.

From Syria's point of view , its
troops are in Lebanon on an entire­
ly different basis than are Israeli
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Syria's Formidable Military
the nation's economy, most
Syrians aren't compla ining.
These weapons, they warn,
are essential to answer
"Israeli aggression ." " There
are Israeli forces within 30
miles of Damascus, " they
remind journalists.

Syria has more than 3,600
Soviet-made tanks in its
arsenal, including the T-72 ,
the Kremlin's most advanced
tank . Syria's air force boasts
more than 600 MiG fighters.

Even more significantly,
, the Soviet Union has
provided Syria with
long-range SAM-5 antiaircraft
missiles. SAM-5 missiles have
not before be~n deployed
outside the Warsaw Pac!
nations .

SAM-5 radar allows Syria
to detect Israeli aircraft at
longer ranges than ever
before. The missiles
themselves ha,:;:e a range of
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country's militar y preparedness.
Despite it s military set backs in

th e 19 8 2 Lebanon war, S yri a
remains Israel' s most formid able
neighbor. The S oviet Union­
Syria's major weapons supplier
a nd political backer-has re­
plac ed all of S yria 's co m ba t losses
with even more powerful ar ms
(see box ) .

In a sho rt time, S yri a 's revamped
military has be come a

I major fighting forc e. Is­
rael' s edge is slowl y being
eroded as Soviet deliver­
ies continue to flood into
S yri a's arsena l.

What is the possibil ity
of these weapons ac tua lly
being used, of S yri a and
Israel being drawn into
direct conflict- a fifth
Middle Eas t war?

.. If A rab territo ri es
occ u p ie d in 1967 a re
re turn ed and the rights of
Pa Ie st i n ian s ar e r e­
s pec t ed , we will se e k
peace with Israel ," said a
S yri an army officer. " But
as long as the Pal est in ian s
continue to be d enied
th eir right to self-de te r­
mination, th ere can be no
peace!"

In the opinion of most
S yrians, Isr ael's " intra n­
sigence" pr events a fair
and peace ful resolution of
th e Middle East pr oblem.
Thus war, th ey believe, is
th e only answer.

"War is coming. There
is no doubt. And we are

ready !" asse rted one army reservist.
In the minds of th e vas t major ity of
S yri an s, it is no longer a qu esti on of
if war comes. It is only a qu estion
of when. A big war , they believe, is
inevitable.

Most S yrians are confident of
their ability to score a victo ry in th e
next round of figh tin g with Isr ael.
Popular feeling is ove rwhe lming ly

' ent h us ias t ic a t the prosp ect o f
finally se tt ling past sco res with th e
Zi onist entity, as Isr ael is often
referred to.

"We will fight Isr ael 100 times.
W e will fight for a year, two or
three, " decl ared S yri a's defen se
mini ster Must apha Tl ass last July.

(Continued on page 3 1)

" .
more than 150 miles. The
SAM sites thus give Syria the
potential of spotting and
attacking Israeli aircraft as
they take off from airfields
deep within Israel.

The SAM sites in Syria are
.manned by Soviet crewmen,
and are well protected by
batter ies of other
surface-to-air missiles. That
the sites are manned by
Russians adds an addit ional
unsettling factor to the
Mideast picture : an Israeli
attack could kill Soviet
personnel.

On the ground , Syria has
some 230,000 men under
arms, and can call up
another 100,000 reserves on
short notice . Syrian ground
forces performed with skill in
Lebanon in 1982, as even
the Israelis admit. " We put up
a good fight; we held the
line," says one Syrian soldier.
Since then, the Syrian army
has been further expanded
a,~d modernized.

Most S yri an s are con vinced th at
Israel has definite expansionist
aim s in neighboring Arab coun­
tries. The words plot s , conspiracies
and intrigues are regularl y used in
the Syrian press to de scribe Israeli
intentions in the region.

S yri ans feel threatened by Isr ael,
and most ant ic ipa te an even tu al
Isr aeli att ack on their count ry .

"It is Israel that is hostile, not

Big War "Inevitable"?

S yria 's det ermination to "stand
firm " agains t Israel hinges on th e

Syria," asse rte d a stude nt at the
Unive rs ity of Damascus. " O ur poli­
cies are def ensive. W e mu st prot ect
our sec urity. "

" Look at the record," anot her
student decl ared. "The Israeli s
have annexed our Golan Heights.
They continue to build sett leme nts
on th e occupied W est Bank- and
will pr obabl y annex it. They oppose
th e format ion of a Palestinian sta te .
Now th ey want to annex south
Lebanon . They ar e expansi on ist s.
What other conclusions can we
draw ?"

soldiers. The S yri an s insist their
presence in Lebanon was legiti­
mized ' by a Lebanese invitation to
intervene during Lebanon's 1975­
76 civil war and later formalized as
an Arab peacekeeping force by the
Arab League.

In contrast , S yri an s contend
Israeli troops are in Lebanon' as th e
result of an invasion in th e summer
of 1982, an invasion Syri ans regard

as an act in violat ion of internat ion­
al law.

Syri an s are convinced that Isr ael
wan ts to impose its hegemony over
Lebanon. They cite Israel' s de­
mands for a continuing militar y
presence in south Lebanon as proof
of th e intentions of the Jewish
state.

Both Israel and Syri a adv ance
conflict ing cha rges of expa nsionis t
intentions. Isr ael accuses S yri a of
att empting to incorporate areas of
Lebanon into an envisioned
" G rea te r Syri a." S yrians, on th e
ot he r hand , c la im th at Israel ' s
act ions in Leb anon are j us t anot he r
ch apt er in th e Z ioni st s ta t e 's
expans ionist "grand design. "
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Syria is Moscow's chief
ally in the Middle East.

More than 5,000 Russian
military advisers and civilian
technicians are stationed in
Syria. Russian military
equipment is pouring into
the country at an
unprecedented rate .

The Syrian army is
considerably stronger now
than it was just a year ago .
Experts believe it is at twice
its strength compared to
what it was at the outbreak
of the 1973 October
War.

Syria is reportedly
spending more than half its
national budget on defense ,
Under the 1983-84 Syrian
budget , defense spending
will total US$2.6 billion (54
percent of the budget) .

Despite the negative effect
of this ambitious
military-spending program on



WHY
the Passion for

Pleasure?
by Jeff Zhorne

Millions indulge in entertainment as a way of escape. Here IS a better pursuit!

N
E A R L Y everyone enjoys
being entertained. Yet
few realize why enter­

tainment and pleasure do not
provide the hoped-for escape
from personal burdens or
international problems.

To be sure, there's plenty to
escape from! World leaders tiptoe
for fear of making the waves that
could climax in nuclear di saster.
Mounting environmental and
soci al problems threaten life .
Financial worries prove awfully
frustrating.

So people turn to pleasure, excite­
ment, illicit and licit drugs-includ­
ing alcohol-illicit sex and new
religions all for temporary
relief. None, however, can offer
true, lasting solutions.

But there is hope! A way
that leads to peace of mind
here and now, as well as into
the future .

Era of Bliss?

We have reached an unparal­
leled point in technological
advancement. Some insist that
technology will usher in a
scientific world , provid­
ing everyone with happi­
ness, ease and security.

A prediction by U.S.
News & World Report
forecasts that in 50 years
"people will live to a healthy
old age of 100 or more, as super­
drugs cure diseases such as cancer
and senility . Genetic techniques
will expand food production and
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curb poll ution. Space colonies will
orbit the earth, and the moon will be
mined for its wealth . . . . "

The ou tlook endeavors to calm
fears of famine and disease and
focuses on "enor­
mous amounts of
data and entertain­
ment."

In a book titled

The Coming Boom. the founder of
a major U.S . think tank-s-the late
Herman Kahn-has written how
within the next two decades tech­
nology will make "more and more
aspects of our private lives a
breeze." He envisions the Free
World as able to solve any antici­
pated problems concerning pollu­
tion or resources.

But, we ask what of the millions
of earth 's inhabitants now sunk in
abject deprivation? Have politi-

cians and economists reached
that point where they can pre­
vent joblessness and the col­

lapse of the debt market ?
What of the institutions of

marriage and family? Will
our neighborhoods be made

safe from crime and violence
by some means that has

escaped our thinking till
now? And do we think
nations pro liferating nu­
clear stockpiles to pro­
tect themselves from
other nations-just in
case-will suddenly
change their policies?

Does it sound like a
man-made utopia is

around the corner? The fact
is this society governed by
humans cannot survive anoth­

er 50 yea rs! Yet millions pre-
tend these appalling evils are

not real and that somehow they
will just go away.

A New Society Coming

Even more than world-scale prob­
lems, people seek to escape their
daily pressures. What with tense
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employer-employee relations, cor­
porate competitiveness, berating
relatives, congested traffic, mount­
ing bills-you name it-little won­
der nearly every country is plagued
with drug abuse and alcoholism as
forms of escapism.

"Reality is for people who can 't
handle drugs," goes the poignant
and twisted reasoning that seems to
express a prevalent attitude of
despair.

Perhaps many of you who pick
your copy of this magazine off the
newsstands are disenchanted with
reality, in despair about the
future, confused about values,
bereft of a sense of purpose, or
searching for further meaning in
life. We hope by reading this arti­
cle you will discover there is gen­
uine hope of lasting contentment
and fulfillment both now and in
years to come.

Other people will spend a life­
time in search of something to alle ­
viate the despondency and depres­
sion in their lives. They don't real­
ize that within the physical realm
alone true fulfillment will always
remain elusive. They will always
find that pleasures only lift their
burdens temporarily. It's wrong
medicine for the sickness.

Rather, the only permanent pur­
suit, in place of the get way of plea­
sure seeking, is the give way of life .
When will people finally learn "it is
more blessed to give than to
receive"?

Mad Craze to Escape

Twenty years ago The Plain Truth
reported that Americans alone
were spending $41 billion annually
on fun or leisure-time activities.
Today that figure is about six times
as large and three times as much as
the United States spends for
national defense!

At least one entertainment mag­
azine has a special category titled
"Escape" in its classified directory.
Many see this as an innocent escape
valve.

Twenty years ago we also
reported: "Mere escapism, drifting
away from reality, is bad enough,
but human nature is never satisfied
with time-killing fantasy . . . de­
sires that constantly demand newer
and more exciting thrills."

Some seek new limits in life-
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risking activities. High risk "sure
beats the boredom of a desk job,"
said one such seeker.

Of course, there's nothing wrong
with living a balanced , activity­
packed, goal-oriented life. Enter­
tainment, recreation, athletics, in
themselves, are not wrong! Far
from it!

Wholesome family entertain­
ment and outings, whether picnics,
softball games or a host of other
activities, are necessary parts of a
well-balanced life.

Balance is a necessary ingre­
dient. Many take part in recreation
to fill empty, boring lives, instead
of doing something that could be
used to directly improve their
capacity to contribute to the well­
being of themselves and others. To
participate in sports and other
diversions exclusively to test
extremes and limits is to miss the
point.

Filling Empty Lives

Several years ago a metropolitan
newspaper carried an advertise­
ment by a man disenchanted with
pleasure seeking. The advertise­
ment read: "I've tried a dozen ways
of being happy-some of the finest
pleasure I know: hunting, sailing,
travel, marvelous restaurants, thea­
ter, ball games, races-the works.
But they're nothing. I feel like a
free loader. I'll never get a kick out
of those pleasures. . . ."

Travel, of itself, can be educa­
tional and beneficial too, but too
many feel a nagging urge to travel
just forthe sake of escaping.

Others seek a way out in gam­
bling casinos, or hedonistic living
rife with rich food, plenteous drink
and sexual skylarking.

Afterward, these same indulgent
persons .are as unhappy as before,
none of their revelries having pro­
duced any genuine gratification or
satisfaction. But isn't there any­
thing tangible that can bring last­
ing fulfillment and peace of mind, a
true escape from daily pressures
and world problems?

The answer lies not in solely
accumulating material possessions.
A former governor of California
correctly said: "Our values are out
of kilter if ,?,e think that just pro­
ducing two or three cars apiece, an
economy of obsolescence and

increasing mobility and material
accumulations is the good
life ... . Every civilization that has
gone to a sensate, sensual culture
has fallen."

Finding "the Way Out"

The Creator of mankind knows it is
innately human to be dissatisfied
with a material existence. The Cre­
ator also knew that mankind would
live in fear 's grip because humans
refuse to acknowledge the only way
to a rewarding peace of mind
revealed by the Creator.

" So will I choose their delusions,
and bring their fears on them;
because, when I called, no one
answered, when I spoke they did
not hear; but they did evil before
My eyes, and chose that in which I
do not delight" (lsa. 66:4, RA V
throughout).

"But God is unreal," millions
insist. "He is an elusive, ambiguous
figure lost in a mythological laby­
rinth." Of course God is unreal to
those who look only to the physical
realm for answers to their prob­
lems.

Humans have forgotten God and
put pleasures of this world in place
of God. It was prophesied! "But
know this, that in the last days
perilous times will come: for men
will be . .. lovers of pleasure rather
than lovers of God" (II Tim. 3:1­
5).

Don 't you think it's time you
claimed the promise in Isaiah 59: I:
"Behold, the Lord's hand is not
shortened, that it cannot save; nor
His ear heavy, that it cannot
hear"?

God is conscious of and fully
able to fill the human need for
security, peace and fulfillment.. But
God has conditions that must be
met before he makes that fulfill­
ment available.

The first step is admitting you
have been wrong. No one can have
peace of mind until he or she
admits to contention, resentment,
jealousy, anger, greed and a host of
other causes (Gal. 5:19-21) that
have led to the general misery and
unhappiness in the individual. The
world's inhabitants have gone
directly opposite to God's way of
give, outgoing concern, joy and
peace that are only truly possible

(Continued on page 31)
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CANADA
FIGHTS FOR

UNITY!
by K. Neil Earle

In the world 's second-largest country two cultures are locked in st ruggle.

Queen Elizabeth II signs the proclamation of the Constitution Act of 1982,
severing Britain's last formal legislative link with Canada.

C
O NT R O V E RSY surrounds
Canada . Not only
among her American

neighbors but throughout the
world at large.

Are the stolid, commonsense
Canadians about to tear their
country apart? some have won­
dered. Others perpetually won­
der out of sheer curiosity: Why
haven't Canadians joined the
United States? Aren't they
practically identical people?

Why does Canada still submit to
the British monarchy?

Is Canada a loyal NATO ally?
What about those socialist govern­
ments we hear about?

The Plain Truth is a magazine
of understanding. It's time to clear
up long-standing myths and mis­
conceptions about the world's sec­
ond biggest country (in land mass).
A warning though: Canadians
aren 't easy to analyze. One of the
country's major writers saluted her
in a collection of essays as The
Unknown Country.

The Identity Crisis

An identity crisis some people call
it. Even Canada's friends get con­
fused, almost universally mistaking
Canadians overseas for Americans
(except, of course, for the telltale
"eh?") . The New York Times went
so far as to label Canada's identity
crisis as a peculiar national pastime,
ranking with ice hockey.

Perhaps a humorous anecdote
helps shed a little light on the elu­
sive Canadian national character.
Three students, one American, one
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French and the other Canadian,
were assigned essays on the theme
"The Elephant." The American
chose "Advertising Elephants for
Fun and Profit." The French stu­
dent covered "The Mating Habits
of the Elephant."

The Canadian's choice? "The
Elephant-A Federal or Provincial
Responsibility? "

Most Canadians enjoy thi s droll
tale . It seems to illustrate some of
their past and present predicaments.

It also highlights the caution and
wariness in the national character,
the hesitation expressed in tedious
conferences and dreary negotiations
that (unknown to outsiders) conceals
a great national strength .

A few critics see onl y a people
north of the 49th parallel endlessly
embroiled in complicated bureau-

cratic maneuver just t o hold
together. "You stifle your potential
with red tape," Canadian s are told.
" You need decisiveness and preci­
sion in your leaders. "

Others have tak en to referring to
so me C anadians as wi ld-eyed sepa­
ratists, a placard in one hand and a
bomb in the other. What are th e
facts?

An important point to remember
in all this is that the media 's fixa­
tion with federal-provin cial bicker -

ing and th e sem ipar alyzed eco no my
obscures some so lid facts. Debates
and referendums are sa fer th an bul­
lets; separatism in both ends of the
country has met checks; the tradi­
tional institutions of Confederation
have emerged secure from a severe
test of nationhood.

How has Canad a surv ived?
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Survival itself is an accomplish­
ment for a democratic society span­
ning a giant continent, where a
small population earns its living in
a north temperate-arctic climate. It
is I1D less an achievement consider­
ing that multicultural Canada bor­
ders on a military and economic
colossus to the south.

For these reasons, Canada's best
writers and thinkers sense that her
national experience is significant for
the world as a whole. Canada's
enduring test of nationhood is a
remarkable triumph of flexibility,
moderation and common sense. The
Canadian story is well worth the tell­
ing : If Canada with all its diversity
can survive and flourish, her histori­
ans ask, why not mankind?

First, let's tackle the cherished
myths.

The Real Canada

Canadians and Americans,
while setting the best
example of neighborliness
and friendship in the
world, are not identical.
Canada's founders were
French. To this day lout
of 4 Canadians is of proud
French stock. Canada's
largest city, Montreal, is
the major French-speak­
ing community outside
Paris. Many British Cana­
dians descend from the
United Empire Loyal­
ists-refugees from the
American Revolution. These loyal­
ists chose the harsh wilderness and
the British connection over a repub­
lican system. No indecisiveness
here.

Queen Elizabeth II, the titular
head of state, is Queen of Canada,
yes, but only in the sense that she is
Queen of Australia and of New
Zealand as well. The Queen reigns
but does not rule. And she reigns
by the consent of most Canadians.

It works like this: In Canada, as
in Britain, the power and the glory
are separate. The monarchy is rep­
resented in Canada by the Gover­
nor General, while the Prime Min­
ister and his cabinet run the day­
to-day affairs of the country.

Most Canadians feel this is a
convenient arrangement. Politi­
cians-the good, the bad and the
mediocre-come and go, accounta-
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ble to the ballot box, while the he­
reditary monarch stands above
elections, recessions, depressions
and wars as an enduring symbol of
national unity.

Any serious study reveals that
Canada's monarchy is no after­
thought or irrelevant relic, but an
organic part of the parliamentary
system.

Socialist governments? The
province of Saskatchewan elected
the first socialist government in the
Western Hemisphere in 1944.
True, the new Democratic Party,
one of three major Canadian par­
ties, is definitely left of center. But
Canadian socialism draws on the
cooperative movement, 'rather than
the Soviet Union, for inspiration.
Example: One prominent socialist,
ex-Premier Allan E. Blakeney of
Saskatchewan, is also a longtime

member of the Canadian Monar­
chist League.

Canada and NATO? Even Third
World superstar Prime Minister
Pierre Trudeau is now calling for a
stronger Western alliance. Few of
Canada's critics have heard of the
North American Aerospace Defense
Command (NORA D), the joint
Canadian-American venture in con­
tinental defenses. NORAD, head­
quartered in Colorado Springs,
Colorado, is ajoint Canadian-Amer­
ican venture. Historically, Canada's
commitment to the defense of the
West is sealed in blood .

From the Crimean War to the
Korean conflict, Canadians have
not flinched from paying the price
of freedom as they saw it. Her
1,642 casualties in Korea were next
only to America's and Britain's.
The Second Canadian Division in

World War II stormed the beaches
of Normandy with their Anglo­
American cousins. And who can
forget the "Canadian caper" in
Iran, the spiriting away of six
American embassy personnel from
Tehran in February 1980? A forc­
ible reminder of where Canadians
stand in the crunch!

Disputes over acid rain and U.S.
investments in Canadian firms pale
before the ultimate fact: The
world's longest undefended border
runs between Canada and the
United States.

Is the Confederation of 1867 col­
lapsing? There is no sidestepping
the truth : Canada is in grave peril

The PLAIN TRUTH



The Fathers of Canadian
Confederation (center photo); Lord
Durham (top); John A. MacDonald,
first prime minister of the Dominion
of Canada (right); Wilfrid Laurier,
Ca nada's first French-Canadian prime
minister (left); the capture of Quebec
City by the English general Wolfe in
1759 (far left).

as she enters the last years of this
century. Yet recently, the flexible ,
practical compact painstakingly
pieced together I 16 years ago with­
stood another test. There is a
breathing space right now for Can­
ada to ponder her biggest problems.
These problems are spiritual, not
constitutional. What do we mean?

Canada, like the rest of t he
Western world, is facing a charac­
ter drain-the erosion of such pre­
cious intangibles as family life, self-
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sacrifice and goodwill. In this sh e
shares in the global malaise of the
lat e 20th cent ury.

The Causes of Canada 's Spiritual
Problems

Hi story has sha ped C an ada migh ti­
ly, as much as has her abunda nt
geography. If she appears bafflin g
and contradictory, it is partly
because hardly anyone-Canadians
included-understands the inspiring
story of her uphill , tenacious strug­
gle to unite and remain united . It is
significant that the phrase " We
stand on guard" occurs three times
in the national anthem.

Why ? Let's survey Canadian
history and see .

From 1000 to 1500
Canada's eastern shores
were host to occasional
Viking, Basque, Iri sh,

French and English explorers and
fishermen . After J acques Cartier
pierced the St. Lawrence Ri ver in
1534, the bold and energetic Samu­
el de Champlain fort ified the stra­
tegic bastion at Quebec City in
1608 . Wh ile the habitants of this
New France farmed the fertil e St.
Lawrence estuary, daring hunters
and fur traders pu shed up the
Great Lakes, sailed down the Mis­
sissippi and laid claim to Loui siana
(named after the French king).

Meanwhile, sturdy English set­
tlers carved 13 colonies from the
Atlantic seaboard . Conflict was
inevitable, climaxing in 1759 with
the capture of Quebec City by the
English general James Wolfe .

The Treaty of Paris in 1763 for­
mally ended French claim to North
America.

Yet French Canadi an s greatly

outnum be red the Brit ish garrisons.
Thus Britain's Q uebec Act of 177 4
re introd uc ed Frenc h civi l law and
virtua lly est ablish ed th e Catholic
C hurch in Frenc h Canada. Note
well: The prim ar y Fre nc h c ult ure
was fr om the begi nn ing officially
sa nct ioned by th e Br iti sh.

Indeed th is Quebec Act he lped
t r igg er th e A merican Revolut ion
( 177 6 to 1783) , wh ich profoundly
alte red N or th A merica. Thousands
of American Tories, those choosi ng
th e Briti sh connection , sett led what
is now O nt ari o, New Brunswick
and N ova Scotia.

As the newcom er s mul t ipl ied and
prospered , Frenc h Canada felt
threat ened . A lt ho ug h both founding
peoples joined forces to repel inva­
sions from th e south in 1777 and in
th e W ar of 18 12, antagonism fes­
tered . Britain ' s first a ttempts to
o r ga n iz e he r re mai n ing North
A merica n coloni es was a ramshackle
divisi on into U pper and Lower Can­
ada . Th is fail ed to appease French­
Canad ian fea rs of absorpt ion and
English-Canadian desi res for ener­
getic commercial expansion .

Rebellions broke out in 1837 .
Confrontatio n led to co mpromise.

The result was t he Earl of Dur­
ham's pr oducti ve visit and his rec­
ommendation to reorgan ize Bri t ish
N orth A mer ica into two prov­
inces- Canad a West (basically On­
tario) and Canada East (mainly
Quebec) . T his t ime th ough a cen­
tral legi slature wo uld sit in Kings­
ton , Ontari o .

Even th ou gh polit ical deadlock
cont inued throu gh out th e l 840s and
1850s, Canadian leg islators patiently
pinpointed th e main areas of conten­
t ion. The tedio us spad ework that was
a pr er equisite to nation- buildi ng was
proceeding slowly bu t inexorably. A
Scot nam ed John A lexander Mac­
Donald gained valua ble experience
in con cili ati on an d negot iat ion. He
also earned th e su pport of the lead­
ing Fre nc h-Canad ian po li tician ,
Georges Et ienne Cartier. Both men
were appalled at the end less bicker­
ing and waste.

Meanwhile, ot her seeds of uni ty
were spr out ing. G reater internal
co mm unicat ion helped it along . T he
railroad and ca na l boom s of th e
1830s forged wo rkab le internal
links. In 1854, a Reciprocity Treaty
with th e United S ta tes greatly st im-
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ulated east-west trade across the col­
onies. By 1857, MacDonald had
come to power in Kingston. The
stage was set. The final push came in
1865-66.

The United States emerged from
the bitter Civil War of 1861-65
enraged with Britain over her tacit
support of the Southern Confedera­
cy. The United States suspended the
Reciprocity Treaty. She also bran­
dished a formidable army.

Now even the most blind Cana­
dians grasped the folly of further dis­
unity. MacDonald had met with the
leaders of New Brunswick, Nova
Scotia and Prince Edward Island in
1864 to coyly preach the gospel of
Confederation . The time was ripe.

The Confederation of Canada was
proclaimed in London by the British
North America Act, effective July
1, 1867. George Brown, a former
adversary of MacDonald's but a
leading father of Confederation,
spoke the words forever giving the
lie to those who would truncate Can­
ada: " N o man who has a true regard
for the well-being of Canada can
vote against this scheme unless he is
prepared to offer some better rem­
edy for the evils and injustices that
have so long threatened the peace of
our country."

Georges Cartier's statesmanlike
reply? "There is the question ." It
still is.

Unity brought blessings. Psalm
72:8 enshrined the national motto:
"And his dominion shall be from
sea even unto sea." A salute and a
prophecy! Canada prospered . By
1905 nine provinces stretched from
the Atlantic to the Pacific, the vast
western prairies filling with settlers
eager for a slice of the "last, best
West." Canada, in the words of his­
torian A .R.M. Lower, was " carpen­
tered together, not smelted."

But the hard-won unity was still
vulnerable, very vulnerable.

The vast western prairies re­
sented colonial-like ties to the old
heartland of Ontario and Quebec.
The Western Rebellions, an upris­
ing of combined Indian and part­
native settlers , shocked eastern
Canada. It also sold them on the
need for a continental railway,
another massive boost to unity
completed in 1885.

In 1896 came a new milestone­
Canada elected her first . French-
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Canadian Prime Minister, Wilfrid
Laurier. The elegant and cultured
Laurier helped smooth over rank­
led domestic feelings aroused by
Canada's participation in the Boer
War (1899-1902), which som e
viewed as a squalid police action of
the British Empire.

World War I plunged Canada
into the boiling conscription crisis
of 1917. Mandatory conscription ,
as blood flowed in Flanders' fields,
enraged some French-Canadians
who resented defending the British
Empire. The issue flared anew .in
World War II.

Yet the 1950s and 1960s were
remarkably stable and cohesive.
Population soared from 15.5 mil­
lion to 23 million between 1955
and 1975. The gross national prod­
uct multiplied 2 1J2 times. But
affluence, secularism and the per­
vasive mass media eroded the
church-oriented, traditionalist so­
cial order in Quebec. Theology
counted for little on the job market.
Too often the best jobs went to the
English . A "quiet revol u t ion "
ticked away in Quebec. The feeling
that Quebec must modernize and
catch up went hand in hand with
the growing desire to be maitres
chez no us-masters in our own
house. .

In 1968 Rene Levesque, a fiery
journalist and academic, founded
the Parti Quebecois, outwardly
committed to separat ion from Can­
ada. Quebec grabbed world head­
lines in October 1970 when a cell
of separatist militants murdered a
provincial official and kidnapped a
British trade commissioner. Prime
Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau, a
devout federalist, speedily crushed
the urban terrorists .

The last decade of Canada's his­
tory is readily available. So let us
now turn to Canada's future.

The Future

Today, a pause has settled over
Canada. It is a time to take stock.
Was it the heady prosperity of an
affluent society that accentuated
the regionalism, the fragmentation,
the decentralizing forces that
almost tore Canada apart in the
1970s? Today she is an incredibly
fortunate country. She has survived
an acute threat to nationhood
waged on four fronts at once-

regional, economic, constitutional
and political.

Canada's future hinges on the
spirit of cooperation, not confronta­
tion . Her historians and writers
have always known this . It was
statesmanship, conciliation, the
willingness to negotiate, the pa­
tience to muddle through the giant
obstacles sprinkled with a dash of
optimism for the future-these
intangibles have been the strength
of the Canadian Confederation.

'Pat ience, caution and a practical
optimism-these are spiritual qual­
ities . Not glamorous attributes, yet
they made Canada possible. Cana­
da's original English-French duali­
ty opened the door for a distinctive
accomplishment: not a melting pot
but a mosaic; not a conquering
manifesto for mankind to embrace
but a practical necessity to build a
society where fair play and toler­
ance might override diversity. Con­
ciliation, not confrontation, is the
Canadian way.

Canada demonstrates to the
world how a sprawling continental
power with a mixed population can
hold together if there are enough
men of goodwill to moderate the
harshness of debate, to see the
other's point of view .

This tolerant common sense
wedded to a sense of excitement
about the future has always made
Canada attractive to outsiders.

It is a national destiny that Cana­
dians did not particularly choose.
History and geography handed it to
them. Patiently forging links of uni­
ty and community in a land where
the individual can easily be swal­
lowed, in a land sometimes bleak and
inhospitable for much of the year­
this is a distinctive Canadian
achievement. No wonder they tradi­
tionally prize cooperation, common
sense, the middle way.

These qualities mu st be guarded if
Canada is to endure. For Canadians
to ignore them in their immense land
prone to overweening regionalism is
to strike at the roots of national exis­
tence.

As the 1980s continue, Cana­
diansneed to heed the wisdom pro­
nounced in the same book that gave
her her splendid national motto:
"And if a kingdom be divided
against itself, that kingdom cannot
stand" (Mark 3:24) . 0
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Love,
•arrlage

&
Sex!

by Ronald D. Kelly

It's important to get them in the right order.

T
H E THREE most im­
portant ingredients
to successful mar­
riage have been ter­

ribly abused.
Some fall in love and never

marry. Others marry but are not
in love. Millions of people
experiment with sex without
even being in love.

Still others are in love and are
married but fail to understand the
importance of a wholesome and
proper sexual relationship.

Not many seem to be putting all
three-love, marriage and sex­
together in the right order.

Love to Build a Relationship

Almost everyone has experienced
what he or she thought was love,
only to find out it really wasn't.
Perhaps your case was typical. It
probably first happened early in the
teen years when you were first
attracted to a member of the oppo­
site sex.

There was the strange, tingling,
excited feeling that would just not
go 'away. You thought you saw
shooting stars. Felt like you were
January 1984

walking on air. And you could have
danced all night.

Later, you probably came to
realize that was not love at all.
Your parents tried to tell you it was
"puppy love." It was just infatua­
tion.

Maybe you even experienced
these feelings of "love" three or
four or more times-each time
thinking this new feeling was the
really one true forever and ever
love.

Unfortunately thousands of
people make terrible mistakes
because of not knowing how to han­
dle adolescent emotions. It often
leads to premarital sexual experi­
ence, which in turn often leads to
premarital pregnancy-and mil­
lions of babies born out of wedlock
every single year.

Others, misinterpreting their
feelings of "love," leap into prema­
ture marriages. A large percentage
of those who marry and don't
divorce are not really happy. They
stay married for the sake of the
children, or for religious or finan­
cial reasons. They find they are not
really in love at all.

How sad .
And of course where and when

to fit the sexual relationship into
this picture is often confusing. The
signals of our liberated society tell
us to practice sex whenever, howev­
er, whyever and in whatever man­
nerwe want to. "Consenting
adults" is the catch phrase.

The God-given formula for hap­
piness and success in marriage is
usually totally ignored. That
formula is the title of this article:
Be in love, marry and have a
healthy sexual relationship. You
can't build a marriage without
love. And sex should NEVER be
practiced outside the confines of
marriage.

But W hat Is Lo ve?

If you had to choose just one word
to describe God, LOVE would be the
best word. The apostle John simply
stated it: "God is love" (I John
4:8) .

From what God is and what God
does we can understand the deep
and significant emotion called
love.

God's love was most manifest by
the ultimate gift he gave mankind:
"For God so loved the world, that
he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should
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not perish, but have everlasting
life" (John 3:16) .

Love, you see, is not a feeling of
selfish tingling emotions, like the
flaming sunset in an orange colored
sky. It's not that feeling of desire
and passion so often mistaken as
love .

Real love is the ability to put
one's selfish interests and feelings
aside and GIVE to the other per­
son.

Outside of marriage, the passions
that lead to sexual experimentation
are nothing more than lust.

Can you imagine a teenage cou­
ple necking in the backseat of a car
whispering to each other, "Oh, how
I lust after you "?

No, they say, "Oh, how I love
you, I love you, I'll always love
you ." But what they really mean
is, "I am lusting after you ." The
chances are that affair will last only
a short time, and they will each be
whispering the same thing to
another person later on.

Love-real love-is not even
possible without a degree of matur­
ity. Mature love that prepares a
couple for a lifetime of marriage
and commitment begins slowly and
grows. Love never stands still.

Of course love has to start some­
where. Romantic love begins with
an attraction to a member of the
opposite sex. There will probably
be a beginning feeling of infatua­
tion. But love that leads to mar­
riage must grow beyond that and
not be based on attraction alone.

Understanding Love from the Greek
Language

In the English language there is the
one word love. Because of that, few
are aware that there are different
meanings to the words in the Bible
translated into English as love. In
the Greek language, the language
of the New Testament, three dif­
ferent words translate into the
English word love. By understand­
ing them, one can better grasp what
kind of love to strive for in mar­
riage.

The first word is eros. It forms
the root of our English word erotic.
It is the kind of love discussed in
this article up to now .

Of course eros is an important
kind of love. Author H. Norman
Wright defines eros in his book
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Pillars of Marriage, as love that
seeks sensual ex pression. It is
desire. It is romantic, sexual love.
It is inspired by the biological
structure of human nature-s-placed
in mankind at creation.

Of itself, eros is not wrong. But
it is a kind of love that should never
act alone. Unfortunately it is the
only love many people ever experi- '
ence. But romantic, sensual love is
only part of the God-given concept
of TOTAL love.

The second kind of love comes
from the Greek word philia. Again
you may recognize the meaning­
for example, the name of the city of
Philadelphia means the city of
"brotherly love." Philia is friend­
ship, companionship, the physical
as well as emotional sharing of time
and interests. It shows a desire to
cooperate.

Mr. Wright suggests the differ­
ence between eros and philia is
that eros is a face-to-face relation­
ship while philia is a shoulder-to­
shoulder relationship. When ap­
plied to marriage it depicts a hus­
band and wife working together.
And parents and children and
brothers and sisters working
together.

A friend is someone whose com­
pany you prefer. Someone you
want to be with . Every good mar­
riage has philia love-husbands
and wives who want to be with each
other.

But these two words do not tell
the whole story of love.

The Greatest Love of All

There is yet another Greek word
that explains the deep and spiritual
meaning of love. The word is
agape.

Eros produces romance-makes
your mate your lover. Philia makes
your mate your friend. But agape
goes far beyond. Agape is a love of
total commitment. Agape means

. "selflessness." Agape is total GIV ­

ING love.
This is the love God expressed ,

when he gave his only begotten
Son. He had no self-interest. He
was giving the one gift that would
make possible the forgiveness of sin
and would save mankind .

In the human sphere, agape love
is thoughtfulness, concern, sensitiv­
ity to the needs of others.

But agape is not a natural love .
We were not born with it. It is not
the love of adolescence. Eros is
essentially in mankind by creation .
Philia comes naturally-we all
want friends . But agape is acquired
by maturity.

And the highest form of love we
can attain is a gift that God can
give us . The very giving and loving
nature of God can be put within
human beings by a supernatural
miracle. Paul wrote, " ... the love
of God is shed abroad in our hearts
by the Holy [Spirit] which is given
unto us " (Rom. 5:5). That is agape
love .

One has not truly loved until that
selfless love has been experienced.
It is when every desire is for the
other person . Jesus said, "Greater
love hath no man than this, that a
man lay down his life for his
friends" (John 15:13). Ifand when,
in marriage, you come to the point
you would give your life for your
mate, then and only then, have you
experienced the penetrating mean­
ing of love .

Relevant to agape love ' in mar­
riage Paul further said in Ephesians
5:28-29, NIV: "In this same way,
husbands ought to love [agape]
their wives as their own bodies. He
who loves his wife loves himself.
After all, no one ever hated his own
bod y, but he feeds and cares for it,
just as Christ does the church"
(verse 25).

I t is natural to love the self. It is
not so natural to love someone else
that much . Thus God says that we
ought to grow in love toward our
mates equal to the love we have for
ourselves. No one can expect more.
But so few ever come close. Most
are simply so selfish they do not
achieve the real depth of love .

Too many marriages are based
on only one kind of love-eros.
That love usually will not hold up
under pressure. And sadly, too
many marriages don't even have
philia love . Some husbands and
wives are not even good friends.

When I was graduating from col­
lege, I went to a respected faculty
member for advice. I had dated a
number of young women, but
didn't really know my own feelings
clearly about romance. One whom
I had dated throughout my college
years had become my best friend-
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but I hadn 't th ou ght se rious ly
abo ut marriage to he r.

As we talk ed , th e fac ulty mem­
ber gave me some goo d adv ice . H e
sai d, " Eve ry t im e yo u talk about
th e gir l you most respect and enjoy
being with, t he gi rl yo u talk about
is Norva Lee. You are reall y in love
wit h her , but yo u just haven 't
ad mi tted it to yourself."

H e was right.
I j us t need ed th at ge ntle shove in

th e right direct ion. She was eve ry­
thing I eve r wa nt ed in a gir l. But I
had only th ou ght of her as one of
m y best fr iends.

W e we re married a year lat er
and now have more than 23 won­
der ful and happy years together. I
think we have not only found th e
first two kinds of love, eros and
philia, but are growing in agape
love togeth er mor e and mor e each
year.

That faculty member , by the
way , is now the edi to r of th e Plain
Tru th magazine, Herman L. Hoeh.
I wonder if he ever kn ew t ill now
how much his advi ce of nearly a
qu arter a ce ntury ago was ap pre ­
ciate d?

Love Leads to Marriage

Since eros or erotic love is a natural
love, as also is philia love, it's natu­
ral th at when couples spe nd a lot of.
ti me togethe r th ey begin to th ink
abo ut building a perman en t rela-
tion ship. .

But in th e ado lesc ent yea rs it is
not possibl e to develop true and full
agap e love. It is not the time to
set tle into a permanent rel ati on­
ship.

The wid ely practiced cus to m of
go ing steady only lead s to di fficul ­
t ies. Young people who spe nd too
mu ch time with only one member
of th e oppos ite sex cr eat e ci rc um­
sta nces whe re passions ca n ge t out
of co ntro l. Sexua l ex pe rime nta tio n
th en begi ns before marriage. Seri­
ous mi st ak es are mad e th at lead to
deep regret later .

The teen years sho uld be spent
develop ing a wide va rie ty of fr iends
from both sexes. A t a proper age
yo ung peopl e ca n begin to dat e­
but not j us t one person .

That way, a person can ex pe ri­
ence bein g with a var iety of mem­
bers of th e oppos ite sex. You can
know much better the type of per-
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so n with wh om yo u co uld spe nd the
rest of your life.

Don 't even co nsi der mar riage
unl ess it is built on a re latio nship of
g row ing love. Don ' t marry for co n­
ven ience, desire, security, mo ney or
any ot her si ng le reason. Marry
becau se yo u have grow n to love the
pe rso n with who m yo u wa nt to
share the remainder of th is ph ysical
life.

A nd never live togeth er outs ide
the sacred bonds of marriage.

Fro m th e beginni ng the A lmigh­
ty G od institu ted the marriage cov­
ena nt as th e most sacred of all cer­
emo nies. It is th e sta rt of a new life
together-the beginning of a new
family unit.

On the day God created Adam
and Eve, he sa id, "For thi s reason a
man will leave his father and moth­
er and be united to his wife, and
th ey will becom e one flesh " (G en.
2:24, N ]V) . God presente d Eve to
Adam in th e firs t mar riage ce re mo ­
ny.

M arriage sho u ld be th e most
wonde rful part of life. A nd th e
wedding one of the most joyous
days to rem ember. As a mi niste r,
whe n ] begin a marriage ceremony
I usu all y sta rt by sayi ng, " T he re is
no more joyous ce re mo ny tha n this
we now enter! Marr iage is a natural
un ion , but a d ivin e in s t itu ti on
ordained by th e C reato r God."

A be auti ful bride d ressed in
white, a handsom e groo m in a tuxe­
do or suit, and an eve nt sha red by
family and fri ends sho uld be a hap­
py occas ion well worth remember­
ing.

How sad th at too man y mar­
riage s are not based on t rue love
and don 't last lon g . J oy turns
quickl y to sadness . H appiness turns
to t ragedy.

]f only ever yon e would put th ese
th ings in th e proper order. First ,
learn to love-reall y and truly love .
Then bef ore beginning the sex ual
ex pe rience, plan a wonde rful wed­
d ing.

Sex-Only After Marriage

G od design ed th e human sex ual
ex pe rience to begin only one t im e
in life- AFTER th e marri age ce re ­
mon y.

I know th at doesn't so und mod­
ern and up-to-d at e. But it is the
truth!

A nd th e truth about wh y G od
cr eat ed sex is vitally importan t.

.S ex is part of th e eros love God
de sign ed . It is part of our nature,
our mak eu p. Sex, whe n pr acticed
in love and in the confines of mar­
r iage, is holy and pure. The apostle
Paul sai d, " Marr iage sho uld be
hon or ed by all, and the mar riage
bed [sex in marri age] kept pure, for
G od wi ll j udge th e adulte re r an d all
the sex ually immor al " (H eb. 13:4,
N lV) .

Onl y two ge ne rations ago sex
was a tab oo subject. It was ofte n
wro ng ly regarde d as d irty. It was
se ldo m, if ever , d iscussed. M ost
were igno ra nt of the true meaning
of th e human sex ual experience.
Sex life with in marriage was often
tragicall y unfulfilling.

Then following two world wars
th e world burst into sexual experi ­
mentat ion and promiscuity.

In th e 1950 s Dr. Alfred Charles
Kinsey cond ucted his research on
human sex uality . M ore and mor e
peopl e became educated about sex­
ual funct ions . Now th ere are liter­
ally hu nd red s of books and pam­
phlets on the subj ec t.

A t th e same tim e ' mor al stan­
dards decl in ed. Organ ized rel igion
exerted less in flu en ce . Liberal ity
became th e pacesetter. The resul t
is a modern soc iety gone rampant
with sex ua l ex peri mentatio n.

Virgini ty is an a lmost obso les­
cen t word . Peer pressure and false
or unbridled emo t ions have led to a
great deal of premar ital sex expe ri­
mentat ion .

The modern arg ument is, "Those
wh o have experienced intimate sex­
ual relati onsh ips before marriage
will be better sex pa rtne rs in mar ­
r iage ."

H ow sad ly wrong th at argument
IS.

The A lmig hty G od wh o create d
us male and female designed sex to
be practi ced ONLY in th e co nfines
of marriage. A ny ot her practice of
sex is sin! Prem ar ital sex is called
forni cati on . Ex t ramar ital sex is
ad ultery. Both are capi tal offenses
agains t th e holy law of G od!

But sex with in marriage-prac­
ti ced in love-is clean, holy, pu re.

The most obvious reason for sex
is th e reproduction of mankind .
G od has design ed the marvelou s

(Co ntinued on page 43 )
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by Dan C. Taylor

Here's a solution to one of today's fast-growing tragedies.

D
I V O R C E is far more
than an unpleasant
fact of life. For those
who have experienced

what it is like to have a mar­
riage fall apart around them,
it's a nightmare.

Yet in spite of the pain and sor­
row divorce can cause, the trend of
failed marriages is still upward.
When will we humans learn what
we are doing to ourselves?

The casualty figures are enor-
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mous. Millions of lives are shat­
tered . Parents who become irrecon­
cilable and experience divorce
know how traumatic it can be. And
the very nature of some legal sys­
tems only creates more hostility
between divorcing mates.

Somewhere in the divorce pro­
cess , however, children of divorce
often become of secondary impor­
tance unless parents are careful.
Many parents, caught up in the
emotions of court battles, can for­
get how deeply and profoundly
their children are being affected .

How do children react to
divorce? How will it affect them?
How can you, if you are a divorced
parent, help your children adjust to
the circumstance of life in a single­
parent family? Is there hope of a
brighter future for them?

Divorce and Children

No two children have quite the
same reaction to their parents'
divorce, but there are some typical
responses.

Divorce, for children, is a time of
confusion and helplessness. They
have no sense .of control over their
lives, and they fear for their rela­
tionship with their parents.

As a result of the turmoil caused
by divorce, many children, even
adolescents, have trouble sleeping,
concentrating ' or even controlling
bodily functions.

Their moods may swing radically
from near total withdrawal to
hyperactive aggression . Overall,
there is a pervasive feeling of lone­
liness and depression.

The basic question in children's
minds is, "What's going to become
of me?" But not all of their
thoughts are self-centered. They
also worry about their parents .
"Where will Daddy live?" "Who'll
take care of Mommy?"

Many children may believe that
they caused their parents' divorce
and bear a huge burden of guilt.
Keith Black of the Winnipeg, Man­
itoba, Child Guidance Clinic noted,
"I have talked to children from
divorced or separated homes, and
they keep wondering and asking
themselves if they are to blame."

Younger children have difficul­
ties · mainly because their under­
standing of the situation is superfi­
cial, and yet their feelings on the
matter run deeper than they or
most adults realize. They have nei­
ther the confidence nor the vocabu­
lary to state how they feel. And
those pent-up feelings can be a
time bomb just waiting to go off
sometime in their lives.

Children suffer conflicts of
loyalty. And this emotional tug-of­
war can be compounded by bitter
criticism of one mate by the other.
Preadolescent ·boys especially iden­
tify with their fathers, so any criti­
cism directed at Dad may wound
them as well.
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Many children feel angry. Young
children may throw temper tan­
trums while older teens may scold or
criticize one or both parents for
destroying their family unit.

All children caught up in their
parents' divorce suffer an enormous
loss of self-esteem. The rejection
they feel is both profound and last­
ing. Unchecked, these feelings of
rejection can severely handicap chil­
dren of divorce in present and future
relationships.

Such childhood experiences are
documented in an American study
published in 1980 entitled Surviving
the Breakup: How Children and
Parents Cope With Divorce by Drs.
Judith Wallerstein and Joan Berlin
Kelly . This is a landmark study
available at many public libraries in
North America-and well worth the
time invested in reading it.

The Church of England's Chil­
dren's Society also published (in
June 1983) a significant study on
this subject entitled Children of
Divorce: The Report of an Ecumen­
ical Working Party on the Effects of
Divorce on Children. According to
this study, "Divorce may affect chil­
dren detrimentally in the long term,
and probably does so to a greater
extent than is commonly realized ."

How Children Are Affected

One area in which children are
readily affected is in that of aca­
demic performance. In a study by
the U.S. Department of Educa­
tion's Office of Planning and Eval­
uation, it was found that the posi­
tive and negative influences of
home life have a direct bearing on
one's academic performance.

In this study, children who lived
in a two-parent family in which the
mother did not work outside the
home scored the highest average of
any group on an achievement test.

Conversely, children from sin­
gle-parent families where the
mother worked full time outside
the home scored the lowest.

The difference between these
two groups was threefold: the
amount of stress the children were
under, the security of having a
mother there when the need arose,
and the blessing of living in a two­
parent family where a father was
earning the living .

There are effects that may go
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unnoticed, however. Dr. Marshall
D. Schecter, professor and director
of the Division of Child and Ado­
lescent Psychiatry at the University
of Pennsylvania, has dealt with
these problems for 35 years.

The divorce of loved parents,
reports Dr. Schecter, can cloud a
child's or a young adult's outlook
on marriage. In the back of their
minds, many children of divorce
wonder whether their future or
present marriage will fall apart just
as Mom's and Dad's did .

Many have concluded that the
children of divorce have a higher
rate of divorce than those who have
not had divorce in their back­
ground. But, hard data are unavail­
able to confirm what professionals
who have studied the effects of
divorce suspect. If these educated
guesses are true, then someone who
grew up in a broken home, married,
had children and later divorced,
could well have set in motion
divorce as a family way of life for
his or her own children.

Can divorce become literally a
way of life? For millions it has!

What Parents Can Do

If you are a divorced parent and
want to give your children the best
possible chance under the circum­
stances, here are some things to
consider.

For your children's sake, don't
follow the crowd. Many authorities
estimate that 80 percent of pre­
school children receive no explana­
tion at all of their parents' divorce.
Though your mutual partnership
has ended with your mate, your
parental responsibilities have not.
Both parents should explain this to
their children.

. Your children need to know­
and be shown-s-that they are loved
and wanted. They need to know
that both of you are concerned
about their welfare.

Make sure your children under­
stand that they are not to blame for
your divorce. Reaffirm this, many
times, since they need that rein­
forcement. Tell your children that
you know they are hurting . Get
them to talk about it. If you have
small children, spend more time
with them, hold them and reassure
them. They desperately need your
time and concern at this juncture.

Don't make negative comments
about your former mate in front of
your children. And don't turn your
children into messengers or spies.
This only adds to their hurt and
divided loyalties. As one 13-year­
old boy put it, "My father has to
understand that when he shoots
arrows at my mother, they have to
go through our bodies before they
reach her."

Try to minimize the changes in
your life until you and your chil­
dren can adjust to the situation of
being in a single-parent family.

Be dependable. How many times
have children eagerly awaited the
arrival of a parent on visiting day or
some important function only to be
disappointed when that parent
doesn 't show up or is late. Usually,
the visit is cut short and no expla­
nation is given-soon none will be
asked for.

Don't try to buy your children's
affection. They don't need or want
armloads of toys, nor do they have
to constantly go to some recreation
center in order to enjoy time with
you . Children want your love , con­
cern and affection .

If you are the parent with custody,
do not deliberately cut your former
mate or grandparents and relatives
off from your children . It is impor­
tant for children to know their roots .
Children who have access to rela­
tives on both sides of the family have
an easier time adjusting to life in the
single-parent family .

Get with your ex-spouse and work
out some ground rules you can both
agree to in order to avoid conflicts
that can arise during visits .

If you have custody, and the
other parent has simply fled or his
or her whereabouts are unknown,
consider moving closer to your rela­
tives. Children need role models,
and in most cases, your family can
help ease the void of an absent par­
ent for your children. But, remem­
ber, though you may be living near
or with your family, they are your
children, not your relatives' .

Don't forget that your children
still need discipline. After they've
been emotionally hurt by divorce,
they especially need a routine and
guidelines.

As Maria Isaacs, director of the
Families of Divorce Project at the
Philadelphia Child Guidance Clinic,
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put it, "Guilt often prevents parents
from setting limits, but a kid gets
very frightened in a house with no
rules. At this time more than ever­
when so much else is changing­
they need firm clear limits."

Finally, don't forget your finan­
cial obligation to your children. It
is vital to their welfare.

Child Support

Child support or maintenance has
become a big issue, especially in
the United States and Canada.

The problem of negligence has
become so great that, to quote the
cover story of the March 21, 1983
issue of Maclean 's magazine: "With
default of divorce settlement pay­
ments running at 30.9 per cent in the
United States (and with 75 per cent
of agreements in arrears in Canada,
according to 1976 figures), [divorce]
insurance may become as prevalent
as wedding gifts ."

One government survey done in
1982 by the U.S. Census Bureau
found that only 46.7 percent of
those eligible were receiving the
full amount of child support they
were entitled to under the terms of
their court settlement.

In 1981, U.S. child support pay­
ments averaged $2, II O-up $310
from 1978. But when inflation is
taken into account, the average
payment total actually declined by
16 percent. Along these lines, a
study by the U.S . National Confer­
ence of State Legislatures found
that men's disposable incomes
actually rise 42 percent after a
divorce while women's fall" by 73
percent. And women in the United
States are their children's guardian
nine times out of ten in a divorce.

What is the answer to this seri­
ous problem? Should divorce set­
tlements-child support or mainte­
nance-simply be deducted from
the absent parent's wages? Many
heartily agree.

Absent fathers, however, point
out that the reason many payments
are withheld is that they're often
not allowed to visit their children.
They add that should the govern­
ment ask for these payments to be
withheld from the paychecks, they
would find a way around it should
visiting rights be withheld.

But who are the real victims?
Once again it is the children. All of
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the arguing and bickering will not
solve the fact that if many children
do not receive income from child
support, they do without clothes
and other necessities-even food .
Society as a whole has a stake in the
matter because many of those
guardian parents who do not receive
child support payments have no­
where else to turn but public wel­
fare .

However, though human legal
processes seem to be paralyzed on
the matter of child support, there is
an authority that is quite clear on the
subject of financial support of one's
family-and on divorce as a whole.

The Bible plainly states: "But if
anyone does not provide for his own,
and especially for those of his house­
hold [his flesh and blood], he has
denied the faith and is worse than an
unbeliever" (I Tim. 5:8, RA V).

For parents to treat their chil­
dren like chattels or bargaining
chips is the crudest form of selfish
pride.

God does hear the cries of the
fatherless in their affliction (Ex .
22:22-23). To those who earnestly
seek God's will and help, God says
he will grant them relief (Ps .
146:9).

Why There Is Divorce

Man was never intended to have to
endure the pain and turmoil. of
divorce (Matt. 19:7-9). God hates
divorce (Mal. 2: 16). Nevertheless,
God did allow a way out of unen­
durable situations in a marriage.

The Roman world during the
apostle Paul's day was troubled by
divorce. This trend even affected
Christians of the day: But while
admonishing believers not to seek
divorce from unbelieving mates,
Paul did make allowance in cases
when the unbeliever departed (I
Cor. 7: I0- I5).

Nevertheless, the fruits of
divorce-any divorce-are pain
and suffering. Sadly, children suf­
fer along with their parents.

Before the turn of the century,
divorce was rare and handled much
differently from today. For example,
in the United States, the father
almost automatically received custo­
dy of his children in a divorce. But
aside from all of the problems attrib­
utable to the Victorian age, on this
point uncanny wisdom prevailed.

Men were reluctant to divorce
because they would have been sad­
dled with greater responsibilities
than they would have wanted to
handle. Women, in turn, would
have lost access to the children
whom they had borne, loved and
nurtured . In this sense, the custody
laws of the day were neither pro­
male nor pro-female. Rather, they
were pro-family.

As times changed, so did human
divorce laws . For instance, in the
last 50 years, the number of
divorces in the United States has
increased 700 percent! And nation
after nation has followed the U.S.
lead in liberalizing divorce laws.
People have become accustomed to
these figures, though many are
becoming alarmed. Even today's
professionals in the area of divorce
and child care are having second
thoughts about decades of free­
wheeling divorce.

"There are times," said Dr.
Schecter in a telephone conversa­
tion with The Plain Truth. "I've
wondered very much whether the
old-fashioned idea of putting up
with a spouse with whom you have
a certain level of decency and satis­
faction-for the purpose of looking
at the children's interests-might
really be the best thing in the long
run ."

Dr. Schecter noted that some sit­
uations in marriages would simply
be inappropriate to remain in , but
added, "If people are relatively sol­
id, they may be able to live in some
comfort together and develop some
of their interests."

Sadly, however, staying together
is not the trend. Chances are
divorces will continue to increase
and take their toll on society. As
Cornell University professor Dr.
Urie Bronfenbrenner noted, "Nev­
er in the history of any society have
we had a situation in which only
one person and sometimes less than
one is left with the responsibility of
bringing up a child ... it's a very
unreliable structure."

However, after man has done with
debating the pros and cons, what
needs to be realized is that the family
is not some invention of man for
mere convenience-a passing phe­
nomenon of social evolution. The
family was ordained by the Creator
God (Gen. 2: 18, 24) as the funda-
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SELECTED DIVORCE RATES*

Figures are latest year available as reported in the 1981 United Nations Demographic Yearbook
unless otherwise ind ica ted.

# Source: Statistics Canada
+ Source : Monthly Vita l Statistics Reports; Vol . 31, No. 12; National Center for Health Sta tis tics ,

Birt hs, Marriages, Divorces and Death s; U.S. Department of Health and Human Services .

see king-a society bent on learn ing
eve ry lesson th e hard way.

A survey done in the U.S. a few
years ago by Parade magazi ne
sho wed th at , after a year of having
th ou ght abo ut thei r d ivorce, 60
percent of th e men and 73 percent
of th e women qu est ioned fe lt th at
they had made a mistake in divorc­
ing their form er mat es.

What a pity th at so ma ny are
eithe r ignorant of th eir Creator or
r e fu s e t o l ist en t o h im . And
becau se of par ents' mi st ak es, chi l­
dren s uffe r the co nsequences,
some t imes all the ir lives.

G od hears th e cries of th e chi l­
dren of divorce. He sees every tear.
And soon now , th e very God who
crea ted the family will st ep in to
save th at ins t itut ion.

G od in his trem endou s mercy
has provided mankind a way out.
Christ has paid th e penal ty for our
sins ( Ro m . 3:25, I John 2:2)-not
to allow us to remain in our sins
(John 8:11) bu t to ena ble us to
make a f resh start . The soo n-com­
ing kin gd om of God will give th e
world that c ha nce .

We can begin to ma ke that new
beginning even now . God gave us an
instruction book th at list s teach ings
on eve ry facet of life. W e ca ll that
book th e Bibl e. The Bible has mu ch
to say about child rearing, d ivorce
and human relati ons in ge neral. T he
book of Proverbs is full of sound
counsel for young (a nd old) people.

Now is th e time to be forearm ed
with the knowled ge God has made
available to us in the Bib le. T he
problems that beset the children of
divorce can only be dealt wit h after
the fact. But if you are a parent in
thi s situa tion don 't sta nd id ly by­
blow off th e du st on your Bibl e and
read it.

Find out how to deal wit h life,
marriage, child ren. Put to practice
th e co unsel mentioned in th is article.
M ore important , learn to seek Go d's
will in each aspec t of your life. W ith
God's help and a lot of d iligen ce on
your part, perhaps your divorce will
be the last in yo ur fam ily. A nd your
child ren will be grounde d in a way of
life th at will sta nd th em in good
stead in the wor ld tomorrow-a
world in whi ch th ere need be no chil­
dren of d ivorce, j us t children who
are happy, loved and free fro m fear
of a sha tt ered family. 0
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20,160 (1981)

14,500 (1981)

67 ,671 (1981)

10,521 (1980)

34,595 (1981)

37,854 (1979)

There Is a Way Out

God takes seriously the problems
caused by divorce: " Behold , I will
se n d yo u E lij ah the pr ophet
before the coming of the great
and d read ful day of t he Lord : And
he shall turn the hear t of the
fathe rs to the chi ldren, a nd the
hea rt of the c hildren to their
fa t he rs , lest I come and sm ite the
earth with a curse [utter de struc­
tion] " (Mal. 4:5-6) .

For 50 year s, the pages of Th e
Plain Truth have thundered G od 's
warni ngs about the di smember­
ment of the famil y to a wo rld
wrapped up in its own pleasure
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me ntal building block of society.
Because of its importance, God

made laws to protect the integrity of
the famil y (Ex . 20:12, 14, 17). In
addition, many b iblical st a t ut es
emphasize the marriage and parent­
child rel ationsh ip, an d admonish
hu man ity to uphold th em both.

God co ns iders the role of parents
to be vital. God is called the " fat her
of the fatherless" ( Ps. 68:5) . T his
phrase applies to the children of
widows, to th ose who may not even
know who their fathers are, those
wh ose parents are separated for
economic reason s or pending a
reconciliation , as well as the chil­
dren of di vorce.
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WHY
THE DUTCH

BEAT
BACKTHE SEA

by John Ross Schro eder

Fo r a th ousand yea rs the Dutch people have battled th e North Sea.
Were it not for multiple thousands of ac res of recl aimed land , half of Holland

would now be under wa te r. What
secrets a re locked up in th ese 10 cent uries of land recl amation ?

T H E STO RY of the N eth­
e rla nds is a story of
the sea!

U niq ue ly, the D utch fulfill
an anc ie nt prophecy pertaining
to one of the tri bes of the so­
ca lled los t 10 tri bes of t he
H o use of Isra e l. Ze b u lu ns
descend ants were to "dwell at
t he haven of the sea" an d " be
for a n haven of shi ps" (Gen .
49: 13). Moreover they we re to
rej oice " in [their] going out"
( De ut. 33 :18) .

These ancient pro phecies have
been fulfi lled in the D utc h, a sea­
go ing, colo n izi ng peop le . ls it
mere coi nc idence?

Reshaping the Coastline

Befo re A .D. 1000, it is said that
the Dutch were content to " le t
God's water flow over God 's lan d ."
After t ha t time they began to
resi st t he natural flow of the sea­
wat er s.

The prophet J ere m iah re vea ls
that God " placed the sand for the
bou nd of the sea by a perpetu al
decree, that it cannot pass it : an d
t hough the waves t he reo f toss
themselves, yet ca n they not pre­
vail; th ou gh th ey roar, yet ca n they
not pass ove r it" (J er. 5:22) .
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God himse lf determined t he
bas ic lim its and boun daries of the
sea. Yet he per mi ts natu re to alter
the coast line over lon g epochs of
ti me . A nd he has allowed t he
Dutch peoples to art ificially extend
an d straighte n thei r coas tl ines.

A bou t 2 ,000 years ago th e
Rom an his torian Tacitu s described
wha t is now kn own as the Nethe r­
lands as an inhospita ble area- ne i­
th er land no r sea- a marsh inter­
sec ted by nu mer ous creeks. No real
pr ogress came about unt il a mi lle n­
nium had passed. Then the st ruggle
reall y began .

The fi rst efforts we re rathe r
pr imitive and co uld only be accom­
plished at low t ide. T he n came th e
inve nt ion of th e windmi ll an d late r
th e stea m engine to pu mp out the
water mu ch mor e effic ient ly .

How Sea Becomes Land

In m or e m o d ern times, t he
reclai mi ng of land from sea has
been boiled down to qu ite a sim­
ple process kn own as impolderi ng .
It is the co nversion of submerged
land int o ferti le po lders (a po lde r
is a piece of low-l yi ng rec lai med
land) th rou gh d ikes a nd d rain­
age .

The firs t step is to bu ild a di ke
aro und t hat port io n of sea a rea to
be recl a imed . W he n t h is co n-

struc tion is co mpleted the re is, of
co urse, wate r st ill on both s ides
of the d ike . This proble m is s im­
ply so lved by the carefu l place­
ment o f one or more pu mp ing
stations .

After the di ke is closed, th e
water is the n drained out of the
design ated area by mod ern pump­
ing eq uipment. It tak es a nu mb er
of mon th s, but th e bottom of a new

THE NETHERLANDS TODAY-A
Kinderdyke windmill, right, dominates
landscape. Modern technology has
made the traditional Dutch windmill
obsolete. Below, [eft to right: statue
of Dr. Lely, father of the IJsselmeer
project; farmlands on a polder in the
region; downtown Amsterdam, one of
the great cities of Europe; the
IJsselmeerdam; a Dutch smile, with
Amsterdam residential area in
background.
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proper t y . Th e sea le vel a n d
weather facto rs are con t inuall y
monitored a nd fres h ideas a nd
effo r ts to defend th e recl aimed
lands are part of an ongo ing pl an
of surv iva l.

But creat ing and prot ecting a
po lder is not an end in itself. New
land s mu st produc e a b u ndan t
cro ps and support herds of healthy
livestock. New towns and villages
must be co ns t ructed to se rve and
shelter th e people who come to
live in th e n ew pold er a r ea .
Remember th at th e N etherl ands
is one of the most den sely popu­
lat ed countries in th e world , with
14 1,4 m illi on hum an b ein gs­
including 537 ,000 unnation ali zed
for eigner s, 133,000 Dutch nation­
als of Surinamese ex tract ion and
30,000 Dutch nation als of M oluc­
can extract ion . They live in an
area on e-seventh th e size of G reat
Britain and one -third th e size of
th e state of South C arolina .

This th e Dutch have don e. A
number of new towns were planned
and built in the pold er areas . How­
ever imperfectly, th e Dutch peopl es
have followed some vital biblical
principles in th eir ove ra ll planni ng
and con struction . For ins tanc e,
barns a re a lmos t a lways built
before farmhouses . What does Sol­
omo n say in the book of Pr overbs?
"Prepare th y work without, and
mak e it fit for th yself in th e field;
and aft erwards bu ild thine hou se"
( Prov . 24:27) .

Monocultures are not allowed.
Trees are planted to attract benefi­
cia l birds and insect s. Scienti ficall y
di scover ed eco log ica l principles and
a se nse of balance in nature are
enco uraged. Farmhou ses are usu al­
ly built in twos so neighboring
farmers can help each ot he r.

Knowledge for the Future

O f course co nd it ions in Holland are
far from per fect. Much of Dutch
cult ure is st ill not wha t it should
be. A ms te rdam has become a mec­
ca for danger ous drugs and illicit
sex. C rimes of all description are
on t he increase in the N ether­
lands.

For such immorality and law
breaking , the wise among th e
Dutch are aware t hat retribution
cannot be fa r behind. The nation
will have to be punish ed to one

The PLAIN TRUTH

The Hagu e. The dange r is never
altogethe r past. A d ike ca n never
be too strong .

Dutch eng ineers have not for­
go tten their land level is g ra d ua l­
ly sinking (on e tw enty- fifth of an
inch a year) and th e sea level is
ri sin g . On rare occasio ns in th e
past t he sea has swept over th e
dikes to pen etrate th e polders and
do untold d am age to land and

t­
PUMP STATION

THE NETHERLANDS­
A HISTORY OF LAN~~~ !,.... '-_ .•

RECLAMATION ;/l ~a:aden
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D Land reclaimed
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North Sea

polder will grad ual ly e merge.
W heat fields ca n ac tua lly be found
in bloom in th e th ird year after
reclam ati on .

As an ongoin g pr ocess, a vast
network of dunes and dikes has
been built to pr om ot e and pr ot ect
the wes t and north of th e N ether­
lands. Conti nua lly at r isk are th e
den sely populated areas enco mpass­
ing A ms terdam, Rotterdam and
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Land Reclamation and Sea Defenses

Ethnic Origin of the Dutch People

The Netherlands has a
long tradition of winning

land from the North Sea. In
1919 the Dutch launched an
ambitious project to gain
more than half a million
acres in about 70 years
time. The Zuider Zee gulf
area (renamed the
Ijsselmeer) was dammed up
into a freshwater lake in
1932. Two big polders , the
Wieringermeer and
North-East, have been
diked , drained and
converted into land ideally

Though the biblical
prophecies referring to

the Dutch peop le are
relatively few, we can
understand their origins
by comparing their
modern characterist ics with
early prophetic
details.

The people of the
Netherlands fulfill the
prophecy given about the
descendants of ancient
Zebulun, who were to lose
their ancient language,
migrate northwestward from
Palestine and finally dwell at
the "haven of the sea"
(Gen. 49:13). That is what
Holland is today. The
Netherlands truly has been,
and is, a " haven of ships"

suitable for farming and
animal husbandry. Eastern
Flevoland became the third
polder to be diked in 1956.

Southern Flevoland finally
fell dry in 1968. The area
town of Almere is well under
way as a major shopping
and urban center . It also
serves as a shipping point
for the surrounding
agricultural area. Recreation
and entertainment have not
been overlooked in Southern
Flevoland. Up to a quarter
of the polder area has been

(Gen. 49: 13). Rotterdam is
world renowned as a
Europo rt-a Vi tally important
shipping link in the
European Economic
Community.

A further prophecy in the
book of Deuteronomy
shows that Zebulun would
" rejoice" -be blessed- "in
thy going out" (Deut.
33: 18). Zebulun would be
blessed in vast commercial
enterprises arising through
his colonial efforts in
intimate association with the
sea.

Notice what author Luigi
Barzini says about the Dutch
peoples in his book , The
Europeans: "This passion
for the sea drove them [the

zoned for woods and
natural beauty spots.

Another potential polder
area, the Markerwaard , is
under discussion at this
time. Some think that a
polder in this area could
only be developed at the
loss of a unique body of
water.

Farther south, the Dutch
have been working on what
is known as the Delta
Project. Its purpose is to
dam the mouths of the
Rhine River and form

Dutch] to conquer not
neighboring provinces . ..
but to set up distant trading
points all over the
world... . They settled in
New Amsterdam [which
became New York City], a
vast natural port , cluttered
with flat sandy islands large
and small, at the mouth of a
big river, which evidently
reminded them of home; in
South Africa, Japan,
Formosa, Brazil, Ceylon,
Indonesia, the West Indies
and other profitable
places." Indeed the Dutch
are a great colonizing
people who have been truly
blessed in their " going
out."

Consider now another

another large freshwater
lake. Three big dams are
fully completed ; the fourth is
slated to be finished in
1985.

These dams were
designed to prevent flooding
disasters like the storm of
1953. About 375,000 acres
were then temporarily
submerged, threatening the
livelihood of some four
million people .

The long-term goal is to
construct a continuous
sea defense line
extending all the way to the
Frisian Islands in the
north.

statement in the same
chapter of Deuteronomy.
Zebulun was to " suck of the
abundance of the seas, and
of treasures hid in the
sand" (verse 19). Holland
has consistently fulfilled this
ancient biblical prophecy in
more than one way. The
obvious way is through
international commerce as a
direct consequence of her
shipping fleet. Also, the
Dutch are world famous for
building dikes and reclaiming
land for use by farming and
for animal husbandry.
Holland's tulip industry is
utterly dependent on lands
reclaimed or "sucked from
the sea."

No other country fits the
prophetic descriptions of
Zebulun as does the
Netherlands.

degree or the othe r-along with
the rest of th e modern de scen­
dants of th e anc ient 10 tribes of
t he Hou se of Israel residing in
Northweste rn Euro pe, th e Bri tish
Isles, th e Com mo nwealth nati ons
and th e U nited S ta tes .

But afte r th is pr ophesied com­
ing peri od of severe divin e correc­
tion , G od will ush er in a new era
of unpar all eled growt h and de vel­
opme nt- bo th spiritua lly and ma­
te rially. This millen nial ut op ia wi ll
be marked by th e resti tution of all
r ight things (Acts 3:2 1) and will
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offer th ose with a pr oper pion eer­
ing spirit a unique opportunity to
rebuild and redevelop the surface
of th is physical plan et.

It is th en that th e Dutch peopl es
will truly co me in to their ow n.
Centuries of st ruggling with th e
sea have produced a fund of cre ­
at ive knowledge that is un surpassed
in the field of land reclamation and
r ea l estate devel opment. Th at
knowl edge will be put to a vita l use
in the ful fillm ent of God 's mast er
plan .

Notice the prophet Ezekiel's

description of th e world to come.
" T hus saith th e Lord God; In the
day th at I sha ll have cle an sed you
from all your iniquiti es [first th e
punishment] I will also cau se you
to dw ell in the ci ti es, and th e
was tes shall be builded. A nd th e
d e sol at e land s ha l l b e t i ll ed .
. . . And th ey sh all say , This land
th at was desolat e is becom e like th e
ga rden of Ede n; and the wast e and
d esolate and ruin ed ci ti es a re
becom e fenced, and are inhabited"
(Ezek. 36:33-35) .

God speed th at day. 0

25



INTERNATIONAL DESK

police state-and definitely second-rate compared to
its glittering neighbor , the German Federal Republ ic
(commonly known as West Germany).

There is, of course, some truth in this. East
Germany is a tightly regimented society. It
certainly does not have the dazzling prosperity of
West Germany. And everyone knows that its
borders are patrolled by guards under orders to
shoot when its citizens try to leave without
permission . What is less well-known is that East
Germany is one of the most powerful nations in
Europe, and potentially among the most
influential countries in the world. We should take
a realistic look at the "other Germany."

Why There Are Two Germanies

When the Nazis surrendered in May 1945,
ending the war in Europe, the German state
ceased to exist. It was divided into four zones of
occupation, each under th e direct control of one
of the victorious Allied powers-the United
States, Great Britain, France and the Soviet
Union. (Berlin , although deep in the Soviet zone,
was also divided four wa ys.) The future of
Germany was in the hands of its conquerors. The

intentions of the wartime allies toward their
former enemy were soon seen to differ.

By September 1949 the Federal Republic of
Germany, comprised of the American, British and
French zones of occupation, was granted

l'
East Germany's army-modern, well equipped, disciplined

The
OtherGermany:
A Power
in Its Own Right

T FIRST impression most
people get of the German Democratic
Republic (to give East Germany its proper
name) isn't usually a good one. At the
border, barbed wire fences, machine gun
towers, searchlights, tank traps-or
if crossing from West Berlin, the
wall-all get a visitor's imagination
working overtime.

Armed police-making little attempt
to make friends or influence
people-check your passport, your
vehicle-and you. They ask: Where are
you going? Why are you going there?
Have you got any
newspapers? . . . books? . . . gifts? Not
until they are fully satisfied that you
are not a smuggler, a subversive or a
spy will they wave you through the
formidable barriers that guard the
entrances to their country.

More uniformed officials are waitmg to
check your money and insist that you
change some of it into theirs-at an
official rate of exchange. Like I said,
your first impression isn't likely to be a
good one.

But most people don't need to visit East Germany
to get an unfavorable impression . The "other
Germany" is seldom described in Western media as
being anything but a repressive, lackluster, 1984ish
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Young East Germans
at National War Memorial

self-government. Currency reform and the Marshall
Plan helped the demoralized people get back on
their feet. With determination and energy
unmatched in history (unless perhaps by the
Japanese) the West Germans got their battered
country going again . Today they are once again the
most powerful nation in Europe.

In the East it was a
different story. The
Russians had had
enough-twice in one
generation they had been
invaded by German
armies. They were in no
hurry to see their old
enemy strong again.
They ruled their zone of
occupation with a firm
hand. Reparations were
demanded. They insisted
that factories and
industrial equipment that
had survived the war be
dismantled and be sent
by rail to Russia. Then
they had the rails pulled
up and sent too. A
pro-Soviet regime was
established, and three
weeks after the creation

of the Federal Republic of (West) Germany, the
Soviet occupation zone became the German
Democratic Republic. At first under tight Russian
control, the GDR became a sovereign state in March
1954, and soon after, a member of the Warsaw Pact.

The Other Economic Miracle

The cold war ended whatever hope of quick
reunification the Germans may have had. For the
foreseeable future, they were to be a divided people.
As prosperity in the West increased, more and more
workers in the beleaguered East tried to flee there.
Starting in May 1952 the GDR began to seal their
860-mile frontier with West Germany. The only
aperture left was the border between East and West
Berlin. Refugees continued to pour through. It has
been estimated that three and a half million people,
one fifth of the East German population, crossed
from East to West between 1949 and 1961. Many
were highly trained scientists, technicians, teachers
and skilled workers.

No nation-but especially a nation trying to
recover from near destruction-can tolerate such a
hemorrhage of talent. And the stern regime was in
no position to improve conditions to make life more
inviting.

On August 13,1961, the world awoke to find the
last remaining access between the two Germanies
blocked by a rising Berlin Wall. At first it was just
a barbed wire barrier, later reinforced by cement
block. It has since become one of the most
impregnable barriers ever devised-29 miles of
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floodlights, land mines, 10-foot concrete walls,
automatic machine guns, guard dogs and wire mesh
designed to collapse and cut off the fingers of
anyone trying to climb it.

It is undoubtedly one of the most dangerous
places on earth .. . but it achieved its purpose.
Overnight the flow of refugees was almost halted .
Most East Germans, now that they could no longer
seriously contemplate getting out, settled down to
the task of getting on with rebuilding their country.

The East German economic miracle is less
well-known than West Germany's
Wirtschaftswunder-but in its way, it is even more
remarkable. Although tied to the apparatus of a
centrally planned economy, and lacking nearly all
natural resources except low-grade coal, the factories
of East Berlin, Dresden, Jena and Leipzig began to
produce again.

Some years ago the Times of London commented:
"The East Germans are a tough and capable people.
If anybody can make a Soviet-type system work they
can." In the last 20 years we have seen how well
they can make their system work. The GDR has
become by far the most economically successful
country in the communist bloc . Measured against
West Germany, of course, their record may seem
unimpressive (but then, so does nearly everyone
else's). Yet the East German gross national product
is higher than several of the capitalist countries of
Europe. They are well fed and generally well
housed. One in three families has a car. The

Capital and showcase city of the D.D.R.-East Berlin

consumer goods may be unimaginative, but they are
of excellent quality.

Although its population is only 17 million, the
GDR produces more than all of Germany during the
heyday of the Third Reich. With loans from the
West the G DR has become the ninth industrial
power in the world. Even making allowances for
exaggeration in "official" figures, they have done
well-and have the potential to do even better. In
spite of this, the East Germans struggle with a
national inferiority complex. They try to counter

' their also-ran reputation by striving to excel in every
field open to them. Their (Continued on page 42)
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PERSONAL
(Continued from page 1)

erroneous teaching pictures Satan
as more powerful than God-he's
getting the best of the competition.
It represents Satan as being able to
thwart God's purpose, to step in to
upset God's plan and then to use
his cunning and his deception and
his wiles to outwit God and to pre­
vent God from repairing the dam­
age in the case of more than a very
small fraction of the human race.

What the Bible Really Teaches

Now let's go back into the book of
Genesis and see just what the Bible
itself says about all this.

In Genesis 1:27, it certainly does
say that God created man in his
own image. But it does not say that
man 's composition was the same as
God's-that God made man of
immortal spirit!

Notice what it says about what
God made man out of-Genesis 2:7:
"And the Lord God formed man "­
not the house that man was to enter,
not the garment or cloak he would
wear, but man-"of the dust of the
ground, and breathed into his nos­
trils the breath of life; and man
became a living soul."

Not that man has an immortal
soul, but man became a living soul.
That is, man is a living soul.

The word " soul" as it was origi­
nall y inspired and written by Moses
in the Hebrew language was
nephesh ; and nephesh means the
life of animals-of animals who
receive their life from the breath of
air. It is the very antithesis of any­
thing immortal. It means material
life sustained by blood and the
breathing of air-that's what the
very word nephesh, translated here
"soul," means.

A number of times in the first
chapter of Genesis the various ani­
mals were called nephesh in the orig­
inal inspired Hebrew-only the
translators in our English version of
the Bible translated it "creature"
there, and "soul" when it came to
man .

The word " breath"-the "breath
of life" here simply me an s "air" or
"wind." Isn't this exactly what
every man breathes in and out of
his nostrils ? Why certainly! It was
this same "breath of life" that God
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caused to be breathed in and out of
the nostrils of animals.

Notice the time of the Flood in
Genesis 7:21-22. It is recorded that
"all flesh died that moved upon the
earth, both of fowl, and of cattle,
and of beast, and of every creeping
thing that creepeth upon the earth,
and every man: all in whose nostrils
was the breath of life .. . ." That

. includes all of the animals, as well
as man, in whose nostrils was the
breath of life-"of all that was in
the dry land, died." There we see
the identical Hebrew word that is
used for man-and God breathed
into man's nostrils the breath of
life-used for breathing in and out
of the nostrils of animals.

The New Testament Teaching

We read in I Corinthians 15:53 ,
" .. . this mortal must put on
immortality." The Bible says that
man is dust-that man is mortal,
but that man can receive immortal­
ity and that he must put on immor­
tality at the resurrection of the just.
Now turn to Ezekiel 18:4 , " ... the
soul that sinneth, it shall die. " It
isn't immortal! And that's repeated
again in the Bible-it's given twice.
Sinful man shall not live forever,
but die!

And, what did God say to Adam
in the garden of Eden? This was
before the so-called fall.

Beginning with verse 15 of Gen­
esis 2: "And the Lord God took the
man, and put him into the garden
of Eden to dress it and to keep it.
And the Lord God commanded the
man, saying, Of every tree of the
garden thou mayest freely eat: but
of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil, thou shalt not eat of
it : for in the day that thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die" (Gen.
2:15-17).

How could that be if Adam were
already immortal ? If the man were
perfect in character-if here were
perfection, the masterpiece of all
God's creation, and God had com­
pleted the creation and was through
with it-would he have said, "In
the day that thou eatest thereof
thou shalt surely die"? It wouldn't
have been possible if the man were
perfect-the man couldn't have
fallen if he had been perfect, could
he ? He said, " In the day th at thou
eatest thereof thou shalt surely

,
die"-not live forever. He didn't
say, "You'll live forever in some
other place or condition-in hell."
No, the penalty for sin is death!

What Actually Happened

Satan came along to deceive this
human, mortal man, that had been
made from the dust of the ground.
First, Satan called God a liar when
God said that the man was mortal ,
subject to death if he committed sin.
God said, "In the day that thou eat­
est thereof thou shalt surely die "­
in other words, man is mortal- sub­
ject to death. But, you read in Gene­
sis 3:4 that the serpent said , " Ye
shalI not surely die. " He questioned
the veracity of God's word! Satan
argued that the man was already
immortal-an immortal soul that
would not die-that he would live
forever anyway. But God had said ,
just as you read in Romans 6:23 , that
the "wages of sin is death; but the
gift of God is eternal life. "

Satan argued th at if we disobeyed
God-if we commit sin-that we
wilI be as God-like God. We'lI be
like gods ourselves-that is, immor­
tal spirit. And so, somehow, ever
since, most people have just assumed
and gotten into their minds the idea
that when Adam was created "in the
image of God," he was created and
made of the same composition as
God-that is, composed of immortal
spirit and of perfect character, and
that he was created in the same char­
acter and the same nature of God
originally, but that his nature
changed and he felI to mortality and
utter sinfulness.

In John 4:24 in the New Testa­
mant, you read that "God is a Spir­
it." But nowhere does the Bible say
that man is a spirit , or that man is
spirit. Rather, the Bible says that
man is dust-"unto dust shalt thou
return," says God. In I Corinthians
15 of the New Testament, it says
that "man is of the earth, earthy."

What Is the Image of God?

How was Adam made in the image
of God? How could he have been in
the image of God if he was of differ­
ent composition? I once saw a sta tue
or image of American President
Abraham Lincoln. That statue was
composed of iron . I have seen
images composed of wood , bronze
or stone. Abraham Lincoln was
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made of flesh and blood, but the
statue, made in his image, was of
Iron.

Almighty God is made of spirit,
but the man who was made in his
image was made of the dust of the
ground-he was made flesh and
blood. God Almighty is not flesh
and blood, God Almighty is spirit.
Jesus Christ said, "That which is
born of the flesh is f1esh"-plain
flesh and blood of the dust of the
ground-"that which is born of the
Spirit," he said, "is spirit." He said
also that man can be born of the
Spirit, he shall become spirit and
then he will be spirit, but he is not
spirit now .

Jesus was explaining to Nicode­
mus (see John 3) that man is mor­
tal -man is flesh-but that he may
be born again, and he must be born
of God before he can become
immortal. Eternal life is the gift of
God.

How can man be in the image of
God and still not be of God's com­
position ? Turn back to I Corin­
thians 15:45: "And so it is written,
The first man Adam was made a
living soul"-that's a living ne­
phesh, which means material, mor­
tal life-"the last Adam"-who
was Christ-"was made a quicken­
ing spirit"-that's an energizing or
an immortal spirit. Verse 47, "The
first man is of the earth, earthy"­
that's the first Adam, made of the
earth. It's the man, not the garment
he wore, not the house he was in,
not the body he was inside of. The
"man is of the earth, earthy: the
second man"-Christ-"is the
Lord from heaven ."

Now in verse 49: "And as we
have borne the image of the earthy,
we shall also bear the image of the
heavenly." Here it's talking about
composition-here it's talking
about one man being made of the
dust of the ground, another being
of spir it. And, we have only borne
the image of the dust of the
ground, but we shall bear the image
of the heavenly. We are only in the
form and shape of God now, but
not of the radiant composition, not
of the same character. We're mere­
ly the clay model and God Almigh­
ty is the Master Potter. He made us
of matter so that he, the Master
Potter, could reform and shape
us into the final image that it was
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his purpose originally to make us.
The "fall" of man wasn't what

you have been supposing. Satan
was never more powerful than
God-he never frustrated God's
purpose, and he never will.

Why Man Sins

There are five senses, the senses of
seeing, of hearing, tasting, smelling
and feeling. When God created
Adam, he put in Adam the same five
senses that are in you! Let's examine .
these senses and see their role in
Adam's sin-or, let's take Eve,
because the account of her sin is
described in detail rather than
Adam's.

After the devil had tempted the
woman, "when the woman saw that
the tree was good for food, and that
it was pleasant to the eyes"-here
are her five senses at work-"and a
tree to be desired to make one
wise"-there is vanity-"she took
of the fruit thereof, and did eat"­
that was stealing-s-vand she gave
also unto her husband with her; and
he did eat" (Gen. 3:6) . There is the
first human sin .

Do you comprehend?
The woman could see , she had the

sense of sight-she saw that the for­
bidden tree was pleasant to the eyes.
Now, she had the sense of taste. She
realized that the tree tasted good­
but God had forbad it. God said it is
not good for her. It may look good, it
might even taste good, but to eat it
involved an act that was spiritual poi­
son to her. But the woman saw other­
wise. She thought otherwise in her
carnal mind-her appetite was
aroused-she craved the taste of it.
Then, vanity was aroused in her-it
was, so she believed, desired to make
her wise . '

And all of these desires that break
the tenth commandment caused her
to break the commandment against
stealing, and to take the fruit that
did not belong to her and that had
been forbidden to her and her hus­
band. In so doing, she obeyed
Satan-she had another god before
the true God, and she dishonored her
only parent, so she broke the first
and the fifth commandments.

Yes, sin is the transgression of the
law (I John 3:4) -and God's law was
broken in four distinct places in that
first sin in the garden of Eden. Adam
and Eve were originally created with

the same five senses, with the same
desires and appetites that you and I
have today.

Now when the first man and
woman yielded to those appetites
and desires-that God had origi­
nally created in them-and trans­
gressed God's law, committing the
first sin, then what happened? Did
they then fall from immortality and
become mortal all of a sudden?
That is ridiculous!

Notice what happened. Genesis
3:16-17: "Unto the woman he said,
I will greatly multiply thy sorrow
and thy conception . ... and unto
Adam he said, Because thou hast
hearkened unto the voice of thy
wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of
which I commanded thee, saying,
Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is
the ground for thy sake; in sorrow
shalt thou eat of it all the days of
thy life"-there was a curse on the
ground, but not any change in the
physical composition of the man.

Notice, "And the Lord God said,
Behold, the man is become as one of
us"-like God-"to know good and
evil: and now , lest he put forth his
hand, and take also of the tree of life,
and eat , and live for ever"-Iest he
gain eternal life, an immortal life
that was offered as God's gift in the
garden of Eden-"therefore the
Lord God sent him forth from the
garden of Eden, to till the ground
from whence he was taken . So he
drove out the man; and he placed at
the east of the garden of Eden Cher­
ubims, and a flaming sword which
turned every way, to keep the way of
the tree of life"-Iest man go back
and become immortal.

No, the man was not immortal.
He had the opportunity of becom­
ing immortal but he spurned it-he
turned it down.

A Resurrection for All!

Notice I Corinthians 15:22: "For as
in Adam all die, even so in Christ
shall all be made alive"-the same
"all" that die in Adam. Why? Sim­
ply because Adam was originally
made mortal-made of the dust,
composed of flesh and blood-of
matter, not of spirit. Does this say
that because Adam fell all die? No,
most certainly not. But, as in Adam
all die-that's speaking of this first
death-so after that, a resurrection .
The wages of sin is not just this
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How Religion Deceives You

Your
Awesome

Future

But God so loved this world that he
gave his only begotten son, Jesus
Christ, that whosoever believes on
him should not perish, but should
have the gift of everlasting life (John
3: 16).

The way is to repent-to repent
of sin- and acknowledge Jesus
Christ as personal savior. Then the
promise is, we shall receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit. And then, if we
grow in grace and in knowledge-if
we ove rcome, overcome the world,
overcome ourselves and our own
natures, if we endure until the
end-then we shall b e made
immortal-we shall be born into
the ver y fami ly of God at last.

O h, what a great wonde rful and
all-wise purpose Go d has in making
ma n as he did . How we will praise
him for it when finally we under-
stand! 0 .

No religion has revealed it-religion has, in
fact, kept it from you! The most important

dimension in knowledge concerns a stupendous
human potential. But that
message, brought to earth by
Jesus Christ, was suppressed in
the first century. Our booklet
offers the truth. You may
have a free copy by mailing
the envelope or writing our
office nearest you.

lest he received it, and so this first
death passed upon all men .

Here's where thi s first death came
from ; but th e pen alt y of sin-etern al
de ath-did not come becau se of
Ada m's sin. That penalty is passed
upon all men because th at all have
sinned-because we have sinned, not
merely because of Adam's sin .

We Br ing the Penalty on Ourselves

No, it says in plain language that the
death penalty for sin has passed upo n
all men because that all have sinned .
The death penalty is passed upon
you; it is passed upon everyone of us
because we have sinned- because
we have lived the wrong way and
have not turned to God. T he Scrip ­
ture does not say that the penalty of
Ada m's sin is eternal death for you
and for me-but the penalty for your
sin, of my sin, of our sins, is deat h!

fir st death that people d ie. The
wages of sin is an eternal death .

"For as in Adam all die, even so
in Christ shall all be made alive"­
that's the good, bad, and indiffer­
ent-ali people-sinners and saved
alike. (See Revelat ion 20:5, first
sentence.) The first death is no-t the
ultimate penalty of sin! The final
penalty of sin is the second death
(Rev. 20 :6) , from which there will
never be a resurrection-it is eter­
nal punishment. Death is that pun­
ishment, forever-eternally.

We were born from our parents,
and so on back to Adam who was
created mortal-formed of the
dust-composed of flesh and blood .
In Adam-as long as we are his
children-born of him- we all die
this first death . Bu t in Christ, all
who are not in the first res urrection
will be made alive by another resur­
rection to mortal life in which they
will have their first calling from
God to understand his truth and
come to know the way to eternal
life (compare Revelation 20:5 , 12
and I Corinthians 15:40 with Luke
II :31-32 and Ezekiel 16:55 ) .

In Christ we can be born again
and have immortal life so that we
never can die . That comes through
the first resurrection .

Notice Romans 5: 12- "Where­
fore, as by one man sin entered into
the world, and death by sin ; and so
de ath passed upon all men, for that
all have sinned"-the real death
penalty-the second death-passes
on you, because you have sinned­
because all have sin ned, and NOT

BECAUSE of Adam's sin .
Notice, sin entered th is worl d by

one man-sin is the transgression of
God 's spiritual law. Adam was a
mortal-flesh and blood-human. If
he had been perfect, he would not
have sinned. He had the senses of
sight, of hearing, tasting, smelling,
and feeling . Go d had put those
senses in him . God talked to him ­
preached a sermon to him-told him
that the wages of sin would be death .
If he obeyed God and resi sted Satan ,
if he partook of the tree of life, sym­
bolizing the Hol y Spirit of God, and
fulfilled God's law, then he could

.have had the gift of eternal life.
But Adam rejected that. Adam

sinned . He never received the pre­
cious gift of eternal life . He was
driven out of the garden of Eden
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Syrian President Hafez
al-~ssad, 55, enjoys
widespread popularity
inside his country.

MIDEASTWAR
(Continued from page 8)

"This generation will take up arms
against Israel 'and the next one too
until the Arab Nation emerges vic­
torious ,"

Joint Arab Force

Will Syria take on Israel single­
handedly? "Yes, if necessary,"
Syrians answer.

Most Syrians, however, expect
Syria 's close allies to become
directly involved should another
major Mideast war erupt. Libya's
strongman, M uammar Kadafi , has
personally visited Damascus to dis­
cuss military cooperation between
his country and Syria
in the face of the "Is­
raeli threat."

This writer was in­
formed that ' a sizable
contingent of Libyan
troops has been in
Lebanon 's Bekaa Val­
ley alongside Syrians
since the summer of
1982, A lesser number
of Iran ians-400 or
so-are also reportedly
in the Bekaa,

Algeria and South
Yemen are also fre­
quently mentioned as
allies on whom Damas­
cus can count in the
event of full-scale Mid­
east war.

"Only through a joint Arab mili­
tary force can Israel's backbone be
broken and its arrogance smashed,"
declared one Syrian newspaper edi­
torial. Syrians are confident' that a
united Arab strike would be devas­
tating to Israel.

Alone or with allies, Syria could
undeniably inflict casualties in
numbers greater than ever before.
Few military experts doubt that
Syria could strike a damaging blow
with the advanced hardware now
being supplied by the Soviet
Union.

But many analysts also believe
Israel would still win, despite any
heavy damage inflicted by the
Syrians. But the cost of victory
could be intolerably high for either
party.

When do Syrians think this "in­
evitable" war will come?

"We do not want a premature
war," said one university student.
"But Israel's military provocations
may leave us no choice . We will
fight when we must. I believe it
will be soon."

"1984 will be the year," predict­
ed another student. "I have con­
tacts who know. The Israelis are
going to bleed."

The potential for war is indeed
here. Tensions could build, then
erupt into carnage, plunging the
region into tragedy and bringing
the risk of superpower confronta­
tion! Bible prophecies do predict a
growing crisis, exploding into a
major international conflict. But
they do not reveal a specific

year.

Why Increasing
Instability?

From the standpoint of
the present time and
the present world, the
tangled Arab-Israeli
situation is increasingly
an unsolvable problem.
The gulf between the
two sides on basic
issues remains wide
and deep. No signifi­
cant compromises are
in sight.

As often explained
in the pages of The
Plain Truth. Bible
prophecy foretells con­
tinuing instability and

upheaval throughout the region­
ultimately culminating in a great
global crisis centering on Jerusa­
lem.

For an overview of the events
that lie just ahead for the Middle
East, write for your free copy of
The Book of Revelation Unveiled
at Last. Also, request World Peace
-How It Will Come for a look at
how the seemingly unsolvable
Mideast problem will ultimately be
solved .

Coming articles in The Plain
Truth will also alert you to impor­
tant trends and developments in the
ongoing Arab-Israeli dispute.

Meanwhile, keep your eyes on
Syria. The prophecies of the Bible
are moving toward fulfillment in
this generation. Soon-coming
events will stun an unsuspecting
world! 0

Passion for Pleasure
(Continued from page 10)

through God 's Holy Spirit (Gal.
5:22-23).

Because humans have not sought
their Creator, "I have taken away
My peace from this people," God
says (Jer. 16:5).

Thankfully, with God it is possi­
ble to bring oneself to a whole new
attitude toward life. Only by living
honestly with fellowman and hum­
bly before God (Mic. 6:8) can you
attain contentment and take com­
fort in knowing absolutely that God
has the supernatural power to grant

. you safety and guarantee you peace
of mind in an age where genocide is
all too possible.

Jesus Christ has promised to
save mankind from extinction and
set aright values and morals . At
that time escape won't be neces­
sary. That great master plan is out­
lined in Revelation, the book so
often considered enigmatic. But
our attractively printed booklet
The Book of Revelation Unveiled
at Last unmasks this plan and is
yours for the asking.

No longer do you have to live
with a bleak future , wondering
whether you will survive nuclear
devastation, keep your job or keep
from suffering. You won't grope
futilely at entertainment, pleasures,
alcohol, drugs or a host of other
secular activities, hoping that they,
of themselves, will provide lasting
relief or happiness. ,

Make no mistake: Peace of mind
can only come from contact with
God's Spirit , living the "give" way
of life portrayed by Jesus Christ,
who suffered the penalty of our sins
in our stead . "For to be carnally
minded is death, but to be spiri­
tually minded is life and peace"
(Rom . 8:6).

David knew this source of every­
thing good in this life and for all
eternity: "Great peace [and fulfill­
ment] have those who love Your
law" (Ps. I 19: 165) . Write for a
free reprint of the article "This Is
the Life!-Real Abundant Living"
for more on how to find that fulfill­
ment.

Living God's way brings under­
standing of the true purpose for life
and a means of attaining the ulti­
mate satisfaction: eternal life. 0
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Papal Decline

Empire in Rome. In an effort to
check growing political disorder, he
issues the following year an imper­
ial edict known as the "Golden
Bull."

This document spells out a pre­
cise procedure for the election and
coronation of a German king. Sev­
en German nobles-including the
duke of Saxony, the margrave of
Brandenburg and the archbishop
of Trier-will henceforth deter­
mine who is to be king of the
Germans . Election is to be by
majority vote.

The Golden Bull becomes the
constitution of the Holy Roman

Empire, and will re­
main its fundamental
law for 4'/2 centuries,
until 1806.

Noticeably absent in
the Golden Bull is a
role for the Papacy.
Papal confirmation is
no longer a necessity in
the election process .

Things have deterio­
rated rapidly since the
pontificate of Innocent
III, when the Church
seemed unassailable in
its prestige and power.

Some years before
the Golden Bull, Pope
Boniface VI I I (] 294­
1303) had sensed a ris­
ing national conscious­
ness and development

of a new type of secular authority
in Western Europe. He realized
this could be dangerous to the
Church and attempted to reassert
Papal power over the new forces of
nationalism.

His bull CIericis Laicos (1296)
forbade kings, under penalty of
excommunication, to tax the clergy
without Rome's consent. In another
bull, Unam Sanctum (I 302), Boni ­
face asserted that to obtain salva­
tion, every man must be subject to
Rome. In the same document, he
declared the supremacy of the Pope
over all kings:

"Both swords, the spiritual and
the material, are in the power of the
Church; the one to be wielded for
the Church, the other by the
Church; the one by the hand of the
priest, the other by the hand of kings

by Keith W. Stump

PART SIX

THE
HISTORY

OF .
EUROPE

&
THE

CHU RCH

Editor's N ot e: We cont inue our series
of articles examining the cent uries­
long relationship between Europe and
the Church . Our first five installments
covered the story to the accession of
Rudolf of Habsburg in 1273. Part Six
surveys the events of the next three
centuries, to the death of Emperor
Charles V in 1558.

part in choosing the Emperor-are
concerned over the rapid rise of the
Habsburgs . They therefore refuse
to recognize the claims of Rudolf's
son, and instead recognize Adolf of
Nassau as king of Germany.

A century and a half will pass
before the next Habsburg sits on
the imperial throne.

Meanwhile, in ] 355, Charles IV
of Luxembourg (now the German
king and king of Bohemia) receives
the crown of the Holy Roman

THE
HABSBURG

EMPIRE

T
H E TWO decades of
anarchy known as the
"Great Interregnum"
(1254-1273) leave Ger­

many in political ruins. It is
the "terrible time without an
emperor"-or as the Ger­
mans word it, die kaiserlose,
schreckliche Zeit.

A new period of German his­
tory begins when the German
princes assemble at Frankfurt in
the early autumn of 1273 and
elect a Swiss count as German
king . He is Rudolf of
Habsburg.

Three weeks later­
on October 24, 1273­
Rudolf is crowned at
the city of Aachen,
Charlemagne's old cap­
ital. Late the following
year he is recognized
by Pope Gregory X.

Rudolf is the first
Habsburg to hold the
office of Holy Roman
Emperor, though
French influence in
Rome prevents him
from being officially
crowned as such by the
Pope.

Rudolf rebuilds
Germany from the
ruins left by the Great
Interregnum. He sup­
presses the lawless rob-
ber knights at home and restores
German prestige abroad. He also
consolidates and adds to Habsburg
ancestral lands, laying a solid foun­
dation for future Habsburg great­
ness .

The major development in this
regard comes in 1278 , when Rudolf
drives the non-German Ottocar,
king of Bohemia, from Austr ia .
This victory establishes the Habs­
burg dynasty as the territorial
rulers of Austria, which emerges as
one of the most powerful of the
German states . It will become the
territorial nucleus of future Habs­
burg power.

The "Golden Bull"

Rudolf I of Habsburg dies in July
] 29 ] . The German Imperial Elec­
tors-German princes who take
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and knights, but at the will and suf­
ferance of the priest. One sword,
moreover, ought to be under the
other, and the temporal authority to
be subjected to the spiritual."

But this vigorous assertion of
Papal power and rights comes too
late. By the end of Boniface's reign,
the Papacy is no longer able to
withstand the growing indepen­
dence in the secular realm.

Unam Sanctum receives violent
opposition from many quarters,
most notably from Philip the Fair
of France. In a letter to Boniface,
the French king dares to refer to
the pontiff as "Your Supreme
Foolishness."

The Papacy is on a downward
slide. With each passing year, it
becomes clearer to all that the days
when the Papacy could command
are gone. Now it can only influence
and advise.

"Babylonian Captivity"

Because of the unsettling political
conditions in Rome, Pope Clement
V (1305-1314) takes up residence
at the city of Avignon, a Papal pos­
session in France, in 1305. There
he is subject to powerful French
influence.

For just more than 70 years­
from 1305 to 1377-the Popes
remain at Avignon. The Papacy
becomes a tool of the French court.
This period will be called the "Bab­
ylonian Captivity" of the Church­
an allusion to the 70-year exile of
the Jews to Babylon in the sixth
century B.C.

The loss to Papal prestige is
enormous. Leadership in Europe
has clearly passed from the Pope to
secular rulers.

The German princes believe that
Rome is the only rightful capital
for the Church. Finally, in 1377,
Pope Gregory XI (1370-1378)
returns to Rome from Avignon,
ending the "Babylonian Captivity."
He dies the next year.

Rival Popes

Urban VI, an Italian, is elected as
Pope by popular demand in 1378.
But French cardinals hold that the
election of Urban is invalid because
of outside pressure on the voters. A
Frenchman, Clement VII, is elect­
ed Pope and rules from French­
dominated Avignon .
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There are now two Popes! Each
excommunicates the other as the
"Antichrist." The states of Europe
support one or the other according
to political considerations.

The Papacy is rent asunder.
Each section of Christendom
declares the other "lost." Many are
uncertain which claimant actually
possesses Papal authority. For near­
ly four decades, Western Christen­
dom is divided. History will refer to
the situation as the "Western
Schism" (or "Great Schism").

Neither Pope will abdicate. Nei­
ther will arbitrate differences.

In 1409, cardinals from both
camps meet at the Council of Pisa.
They seek to end the schism by
deposing both pontiffs and electing
a third man, Alexander V. But the
two "deposed" Popes refuse t<?
resign.

Now there are three claimants to
the Papal chair!

This intolerable situation is
finally rectified in 1417 . The
Council of Constance deposes the
three rival Popes and unanimously
elects Pope Martin V. The Great
Schism is ended, but the Papacy
has suffered irreparable loss of
prestige.

The Habsburgs Return

By the 15th century, Germany is
a jumble of virtually independent
duchies, archduchies, margravates,
counties and free cities-collec­
tively known as "the Germanies."
There is no real "Germany" in a
unified national sense. The Ger­
man king reigns, but does little
ruling. Otto the Great had started
Germany on the way to becoming
a strong, unified state, but it did
not work out as he had planned.

During the decades of trial for
Western Europe and the Church,
an influential family has been
working quietly behind the scenes.
It has added to its ancestral land
holdings and consolidated its power
base. It is now ready to make its
influence felt.

That family is the House of
Habsburg.

Having been held by members of
the House of Luxembourg from
1347 to 1437 , the German imperial
crown now comes again into the
possession of the Habsburgs. In
1438, the Habsburg Albert II of

Austria is made king of Germany.
He is recognized as Holy Roman
Emperor, but is not crowned.

Henceforth, the imperial title
will be hereditary in the Habsburg
family. The House of Habsburg is
on its way to becoming the most
potent political force in Europe.

In 1440, Frederick III, a cousin
of the now-deceased Albert 11, is
named German king. A dozen
years later he is crowned Holy
Roman Emperor in Rome by the
Pope. He will be the last Emperor
to be crowned in that city. The
deteriorating position of Rome in
European affairs is thus further
highlighted.

Frederick III has a mysterious
royal monogram: the vowels of the
alphabet (A.E.l.O.U.). Its mean­
ing? They are the first letters of the
words Austriae est imperare orbi
universo--"All the world is subject
to Austria." The House of Aus­
tria-the Habsburg dynasty-has
indeed set high goals!

Dynastic Marriages

Maximilian I of Habsburg, son of
Frederick III, becomes Emperor in
1493. He envisions himself as a
new Constantine. His mission is to
save Christendom from the scourge
of the Turks.

In 1453, the Ottoman Turks,
under Mohammed the Conqueror,
had captured Byzantium (Constan­
tinople) , ending the Eastern Ro­
man Empire. After centuries of
decline, the last vestige of the
Roman Empire in the East is gone.
Many historians will later regard
1453 as the ending date for the
Middle Ages.

By a calculated policy of dynas­
tic marriages, the Habsburgs
strengthen and enlarge their power.
The marriage of Maximilian to
Mary of Burgundy, heiress of the
Netherlands, adds the Dutch king­
dom to the Habsburg domains.

A son of this marriage, Philip,
later marries Joanna, daughter of
Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain.
Juan, the only son of Ferdinand
and Isabella, marries Maximilian's
daughter Margaret, linking Cas­
tile and Aragon in Spain with
Austria.

Global Empire

It is now the year 1500. A son is
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born to Joanna and Philip. They
name him Charles. To history, he
will be Charles V-greatest of
Habsburg emperors.

Charles is elected king of Ger­
many in 1519, following the death
of his grandfather Maximilian. He
is crowned at Aachen in October
15 20 . At the same time he
assumes the title of Roman
Emperor-elect. But he is not
immediately crowned Holy Ro­
man Emperor. That event will not
come for another decade.

In the person of Charles the
Spanish dominions are united with
the Habsburg possessions in the
N etherlands, Austria and else­
where in Europe. Never had any
monarch so many possessions!

Charles has more than 60 royal
and princely titles, including king
of Germany, archduke of Austria,
duke of Burgundy, king of Castile
and Aragon, king of Hungary-to
name just a few.

Spain is, in itself, an empire-a
global empire, with colonial terri­
tories even in the N ew World. The
Empire of Charles V stretches
from Vienna to Peru!

Charles declares, "In my realm,
the sun never sets ." And it is so!

The Habsburgs' holdings consti­
tute the world 's first truly great
modern empire. Many observers
begin to believe that the growth of
sovereign nation states might be
halted, and a universal Christian
empire achieved in Europe!

But other forces are already at
work that will ultimately thwart
this Habsburg dream.

New Spirit

The spirit of the Middle Ages has
been one of faith and devotion to
institutions. The individual has not
been considered very important in
the vast scheme of things.

But now a change is in the
wind.

A movement had begun in 14th­
century Italy known to history as
the Renaissance ("rebirth"). It is a
great reawakening of interest in the
literature and philosophy of ancient
Greece and Rome. It is marked by
a flowering of the arts, a turning
toward an appreciation of worldly
things and a lively interest in secu­
lar affairs .

Man is now growing conscious of
January 1984

his own importance. The present
world, rather than the "next
world," is becoming the chief con­
cern.

The Renaissance brings a new
spirit-a "pagan" spirit, as some
contemporary critics describe it. It
is a questioning and critical spirit, a
spirit of skepticism.

Not surprisingly, this new spirit
spawns a revolt against time-hon­
ored institutions, including the
Church. The Church's ideals no
longer command the same respect
among the population at large.

The personal lives of the Popes
of this period don't help the situa­
tion. Renaissance Popes such as
Alexander VI (1492-1503)-form­
erly Rodrigo Borgia of the noted
Borgia family-lead corrupt lives,
neglecting affairs of the Church in
pursuit of personal pleasures.

The critical spirit of the Renais­
sance spreads from Italy northward
to the German universities. There,
discontent with ecclesiastical cor­
ruption and immorality grows rap­
idly. And there, early in the 16th
century, religious dissidents finally
find a champion.

Ninety-five Theses

In 1511 , a German monk and
educator named Martin Luther
makes a pilgrimage to Rome. He
is appalled at the corruption and
vice he finds so openly practiced
there. He has often heard the pop­
ular proverb, "If there is a hell ,
Rome is built over it." Now he
believes it.

After his return to Germany,
Luther is further disturbed by the
practice of selling Papal indul­
gences, or pardons for sin . The
profitable selling of indulgences
has become big business in many
parts of Europe.

On October 31, 1517, Luther
nails a document to the door of the
court church at Wittenberg, Ger­
many. On it are his "Ninety-five
Theses" in criticism of selling
Papal indulgences .

The documents are forwarded to
Rome. In June 1520, Pope Leo X
issues a Papal bull criticizing Luth­
er 's teachings.

On December 10, 1520, Luther
publicly burns the Papal bull. An
ecclesiastical revolution to be
known as the Protestant Reforma-

tion is now in full swing! It will
spread like wildfire over Germany
and beyond.

Luther is excommunicated in
January 1521. Soon afterward, he
is summoned by Emperor Charles
V, a devout Catholic, to appear for
a hearing before the Diet (assem­
bly) of Worms, a German city on
the Rhine.

But it is already too late to arrest ,
the movement. The assembly set­
tles nothing. Luther refuses to
recant-and Charles declares war
on the protestors.

Religious Unity Destroyed

German Protestantism gains rapid
headway. Many German states
sever themselves from the Roman
Catholic Church . In 1531, the
Lutheran princes within Charles'
Empire establish a defensive
alliance known as the Schmalkal­
die League. A threatened invasion
by the Turks prevents Charles
from taking immediate action
against these "heretic" Luther­
ans.

By 1540, all North Germany is
Lutheran.

Luther has demolished the old
order. The religious unity of
Europe is destroyed! Nations
begin to go their separate ways.

The Reformation destroys the
meaning of the office of Holy
Roman Emperor. The Emperor
now becomes the head of one par­
ty, the Catholics. Though the out­
ward form of the Holy Roman
Empire will continue for some
'cen tu ries, it is never the same
again .

The political as well as the spir­
itual muscle of the Papacy is
eroded. To counteract the Protes­
tant Reformation , the Roman
C atholic Church organizes the
"Counter-Reformation." The
Council of Trent (1545-63) de­
crees a thorough reform of the
Church and clarifies C atholic doc­
trine. These efforts eliminate
many of the abuses that had trig­
gered the Protestant Reformation,
and revitalize the Church in many
parts of Europe.

But the Church has plummeted
far from the zenith of its power,
when Papal authority was felt and
feared in every country in Europe.
"The wars of religion and the col-
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lapse of church unity marked the
end of theology as the decisive
force in Western civilization," a
West German political figure,
Franz Josef Strauss, will observe
centuries later.

Four Monarchs

In the meantime, a rather compli­
cated situation has developed in the

. political arena.
Geopolitical events in the early

16th century revolve around four
powerful monarchs: Emperor
Charles V, Francis I of France,
Henry VIII of England, and Sulei­
man of Turkey.

In the same year Charles is
crowned at Aachen (1520), a new
Turkish sultan had ascended the
throne in Constantinople-Sulei­
man, known to Turkish history as
" the Magnificent." The Ottoman
Turks control the eastern Mediter­
ranean and are viewed as a menace
to Christian Europe.

But the main foe of the Habs­
burgs is France. France has
emerged as a major continental
power and an aggressive antagonist
of the German empire. Habsburg
power all but surrounds France. In
response, Francis I allies himself
with the Islamic Turks and Ger­
man Protestants, despite the fact
that he is a French Catholic king.

In England, Henry VIII seeks to
maintain the balance of power to
prevent the domination of Europe
by either the Habsburgs or France.
He shifts his support from side to
side as circumstances require,
equalizing the power of the conti­
nental rivals.

Holy Roman Emperor

In 1525, a defensive alliance is
created to check growing Habsburg
power. It is the Holy League 'of
Cognac, made up of France, the
Papal States, Rome and Venice.
England supports the new league.

Early in 1527, mutinous troops
of Charles V .march against the
Pope. They enter the defenseless
city of Rome and plunder it. This is
the infamous sacco di Roma-the
Sack of Rome. The Pope, Clement
VII, surrenders.

The Pope is ready for a compro­
mise. He makes peace with
Charles, and meets with him in
Bologna in February 1530. There,
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Pope Clement crowns Charles Holy
Roman Emperor. This is the last
time that a Holy Roman Emperor
will be crowned by a Pope.

Charles believes the Emperor
must be supreme if there is to be
real peace. But the imperial title is
not what it used to be . The Empire
has more shadow than substance.

Charles' globe-girdling Empire
is united only in the sense that it
has a common personal ruler. The
nation-state is on the rise, and the
Empire is torn religiously. Charles
is opposed by princes whose own
power is stronger when the Emper­
or is weak.

The very extent of Charles' vast
realm is in itself a drawback. There
are too many problems in too many
places. The political situation is
dire.

In 1546, open civil war erupts
between the Schmalkaldic League
and Catholic forces led by Charles.
The imperial armies score a victory
over the League at Miihlberg in
April 1547.

But a new war breaks out in
1551. It wears on for four years .

In September 1555, the Peace of
Augsburgends the hostilities. This
compromise officially sanctions the
Lutheran faith in the Empire.
Now, the two opposing Christian
religious communities can lawfully
live together within the Holy
Roman Empire side by side. The
princes of the territories of the
Empire can choose between Lu­
theranism or Catholicism, each
prince's choice being made obliga­
tory for his subjects.

Charles' dream of restoring reli­
gious unity throughout his domin­
ions has been thwarted. And by
further entrenching the power of
the princes, the Augsburg settle­
ment reinforces the decentraliza­
tion of the Germanies.

Historical Inspiration for Today

Disappointed in his ambitions and
ill of health, Charles V abdicates
and retires to a monastery in
August 1556. He turns over the
rule of Spain, the Netherlands and
Italian holdings to his son Philip II.
To his brother Ferdinand goes the
imperial office and Habsburg lands
in central Europe.

After 35 'years' rule, Charles­
the last universal Emperor of the

West-steps aside. Historians will
consider him to have been the
greatest monarch to bear the
imperial crown since Charlemagne.
He dies September 21, 1558 .

Charles V was the last Emperor
to actively attempt to realize the
medieval ideal of a unified Empire
embracing the entire Christian
world. Inspired by the concept of a
spiritually and politically united
Christian realm, he had fought vig­
orously for a united Church.

More than four centuries after
the death of Charles, a 20th-cen­
tury descendant-Otto von Habs­
burg-will write a biography of his
illustrious ancestor. Dr. Habsburg
will observe that "he [Charles V]
was attempting not to conquer or to
dominate, but to establish the
nations in a free community of
equal partners. His ultimate aim
was to create an alliance of peoples
who, while retaining their own

. individual characteristics and laws,
would be linked together by a
united Church and a common
desire to defend the west."

Dr. Habsburg will also note:
"The ideas coming to the surface in
this, the second half of the twen­
tieth century, are surprisingly
allied to those problems and con­
cepts which preoccupied
Charles. . . . Together with ecume­
nicity [the movement promoting
Christian unity], European unity
has become the major issue of our
time.. .. The notion of a united
Europe is taking hold again. People
are once again beginning to appre­
ciate that religion and politics are
indeed interdependent. . .. "

In assessing the role of Charles
V, Dr. Habsburg will observe:

"Thus Charles V, once regarded
as the last fighter in a rearguard
action, is suddenly seen to have
been a forerunner. . . . Our genera­
tion will find its historical inspira­
tion in the concepts last embodied
in the person, mind and political
views of Charles V.. . .

"Inasmuch as he represents an
eternal ideal, the Emperor [Charles
V], after more than five centuries,
is still living among us-not only as
our European ancestor, but as a
guide towards the centuries to
come."
(Continued in March issue:"France
Struggles for Supremacy.") 0
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WAZZ-FM, New Bern - 101.9, 5:15 a.m., Mon.­

Sat. ; 8:30 a.m., Su n.

OHIO
WSLR, Akron ~ 1350, 9:30 p.m., Mon.-Sat. ; 9:00

p.m., Sun .
WCKY , Cincinnati - 1530, I I :30 p.rn., Mon .-Sa t. ;

7:30 a.m., Sun .
WJW, Cleveland - 850, II :30 p.m., Mon.-Sat. , 7:00

a.m., Sun .
WMNI, Col umbus - 920, 5:00 a.m. , Mon.-Sat. ;

8:00 a.m., Sun .
WONE, Dayton - 980, I I :30 p.m. Mon.-Sat .. 7:15

a.m., Su n.

OKLAHOMA
WKY, Oklahoma City - 930, 5:00 a.m., Mon-Sat .,

7:00 a.m., Su n.
KVOO, Tu lsa - 1170, I I :30 p.m., Mon.-Fri .;

10:30 a.rn., Sun .

OREGON
KWJJ, Portland - 1080, 10:30 p.m., Mon.-Fri .;

7:30 a.m., Sun .

PENNSYLVANIA
WHP, Harrisburg - 580, 7:30 p.m., Sun.-Sat.

KQV, Pittsburgh - 14I0, I I :30 p.m., Mon.-Sat. ;
7:00 a.m., Sun .

RHODE ISLAND
WHJJ, Providence - 920, I I :00 p.m., Mon.-Sat. ,

7:00 a.m., Sun.

SO UTH DAKOTA
WNAX, Yankton - 570, 7:30 p.m., Mon.-F ri. ;

II :00 a.m., Sun .

TENNESSEE
WREC, Memphis - 600, 4:30 a.m., Mon.-Sat.;

6:00 a.m., Sun .
WLAC, Nashville - 1510, 7:30 p.m., Mon.-Sat. ;

7:30 a.rn., Sun .
WETQ-FM, Oak Ridge - 94.3, 6:00 a.m., Mon.­

Sa t.; 9:00 a.m., Sun.

TEXAS
KRLD, Dallas - 1080, I I :30 p.m., Sun .
KPRC, .Houston - 950, 10:30 p.m., Mon.-Sat.;

10:00 p.m., Sun.
WOAI, Sa n Antonio - 1200,10:15 p.m., Mon.-Fr i.;

10:30 p.m., Sat.; 10:00 a.m., Sun .

UTAH
KSL, Salt Lake City - 1160, 12:06 a.rn., Tu e.-Sat. ;

5:30 a.m., Su n.

VERMONT
WSKI , Montpelier - 1240 , 6:00 p.m., Mon.-Sat. ;

7:00 a.m. , Sun.

VIRGINIA
WNIS, Norfolk - 1350, I I :30 p.m ., Mon.-Sat. ;

10:00 a.m., Sun.
WRVA, Richmond - 1140, 11:30 p.m., Mon.-Sun .
WFIR, Roanoke, - 960 , II :30 p.m. , Mo n.-Fri. ; 7:30

a.m., Sun .
WASHINGTON

KVI, Seattle - 570, 11:00 p.m., Mon.-Sat., 7:30
a.m., Sun .

KXLY, Spokane - 920,7:30 a.m., Sun .
KXLY-FM, Spokane - 99 .9, 7:30 a.rn., Sun.

WEST VIRGINIA
WCHS, Charleston - 580 , 5:30 a.m., Mon.-Sat.,

7:00 a.m., Sun.
WWVA, Wheeling - 1170, 5:30 a.m., Mon.-Sat. ;

10:30 a.m., Sun.

WYOMING
KYCN, Wheatland - 1340 , 9:30 a.m., Sun .

CANADA
YUKON

CKRW, Whitehorse - 6 10,6:30 p.m ., Mon.- Fri .;
8:00 a.m., Sun .

BRITISH COLUMBIA
C FLD, Burns Lak e - 1400 , 8:00 p.m ., Mon.-Fr i.
CFWB, Campbell River - 1490, 9:30 p.m., Mon.-

Fri .
CKQR, Castlegar - 1230, 10:30 p.m ., Mon.-Fri.
CFCP, Courtenay - 1440, 9:30 p.m., Mon.-F ri .
CFKC, Creston - 1340, 9:30 p.m ., Mon.-Fr i.
CJ DC, Dawson Creek - 1350, 8:00 p.m. , Mon.-

Fri .
CKAY, Duncan - 1500, 8:00 p.rn., Mon .-Fr i.; 8:30

a.m., Sun.
CFNL, Fort Nelson - 590, 5:30 a.rn., Mon .-Sat.
CKNL, Fort St. John - 560, 5:30 a.m ., Mon.-Sat.
CKGR, Golden - 1400 , 9:00 p.rn., Mon .-Fri.
CKGF, Grand Forks - 1340 , 6:30 p.m ., Mon.-Sat.;

6:00 p.rn., Sun .
CKT K, Kitimat - 1230 , 10:30 p.m., Mon.-F ri.
CKMK, Mackenzie - 1240, 6:00 p.rn., Mon.-Fri.
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CKEG, Nanaimo - 1350, I I :05 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
CKKC Nelson - 1390, 9:30 p.m., Mon.-Fri .
CKSP, Oliver-Summerland - 1450, 9:30 p.m., Sun.-

Thur s.
CKOO, Osoyoos - 1240, 9:30 p.m.. Sun-Thu r.
CISP-FM, Pemberton - 104.5, 10:30 p.m.. Mon.­

Fri.; 9:30 p.m.. Sun.
CKOK, Penticton - 800, 9:30 p.m., Sun.-Th ur.
CJ AV, Port Alberni - 1240, 10:05 p.rn., Mon.-

Fri.
CFNI, Port Hard y - 1240, 9:30 p.rn., Mon.-Fri.
CHQB, Powell Riter - 1280, 9:30 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
CIOI-FM, Prince George - IOU, 10:00 p.m..

Mon.-Fri.
CHTK, Prince Rupert - 560, 10:30 p.m.. Mon.-

Fri.
CKCQ Quesnel - 920, 6:30 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
CKCR, Revelstoke - 1340, 9:00 p.m.. Mon.-Fri.
CISL, Richmond - 940, 11:30 p.m.. Mon.-Fri.
CKXR, Salmon Arm - 580, 9:00 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
CFBV, Smithers - 1230, 8:00 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
CISQ·FM, Squamish - 104.9, 10:30 p.m., Mon.-

Fri.: 9:30 p.m., Sun.
CFTK, Terra ce - 590, 10:30 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
CJAT, Trail - 610, 10:00 p.m.. Mon.-Fri.
CKO-FM, Vancouver - 96.1, 8:30 p.m.. Sun.-Fr i.
CIVH, Vanderhoof - 620, 8:00 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
CJ VI, Victoria - 900, 9:30 p.m., Sun.-Fri.
CISW-FM, Whistler - 102.1, 10:30 p.m.. Mon.-

Fri.; 9;30 p.m., Sun.
CKWL, Williamslake - 570, 6:30 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
CKBX, 100 Mile House - 1240, 6:30 p.m., Mon.­

Fri.
ALBERTA

CILW, Bonnyville - 1310, 10:30 p.m.. Mon.-Fri.
CKO-FM, Calgary - 103.1, 9:30 p.m., Sun-Fri.
CFCW, Camrose - 790, 10;00 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
CFRN, Edmonton - 1260, 5:00 a.m., Mon.-Fr i.
CHED, Edmonton - 630, 6:30 a.m.. Sun.
CKO-FM, Edmonton - 101.9, 9:30 p.m.. Sun.-Fri.
CJ YR, Edson - 970, 7:00 a.m., Sun.
CKYR· I, Grande Cache - 1230, 7:00 a.rn., Sun .
CJ XX, Grande Prairie - 1430, II :00 p.m., Sun.-

Thur.
ClYR, lIint on - 1230, 7:00 a.rn., Sun.
CKYR, Ja sper - 1450, 7:00 a.m., Sun.
CHEC Lethbridge - 1090, 5:30 a.m., Mon.-Fri.
CIIAT, Medicine lIat - 1270, 8:00 p.m., Sun .
CKYL, Peace Riter - 610, 6:30 p.m., Mon-Fri.
CII LW, St. Paul - 1310. 10:30 p.m.• Mon.-Fri .
CKSQ, Stettler - 1400, 9:30 p.m.. Mon.-Fri .
CFOK, Westlock - 1370, 10:30 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
CFYR, Whitecourt - 1400,7:00 a.rn., Sun.

SASKATCII EWAN
CJSL, Estevan - 1280, 6:00 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
CKSA, Lloydminster - 1080, 10:15 p.rn., Mon.­

Fri.
CJVR, Melfort - 1420, 8:00 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
CJN B, North Ballleford - 1050, 7:30 p.m., Mon.­

Sat.; 7:00 a.m., Sun.
CKBI, Prince Albert - 900, 7:15 p.m., Mon.-Fri.;

I I :00 p.m., Sun .
CJME, Regina - 1300, 8:15 a.m.. Sun.
CKOM, Saskatoon - 1250, 7:30 a.m., Sun.
CJGL-FM, Swift Current - 94.1, 6:30 p.m., Sun.-

Wed.
CFSL, Weyhurn - 1190,6:00 p.m., Mon.-Fri.

MANITOBA
CKDM, Dauphin - 730, 6:30 p.m., Mon.-Fr i.
CFAR, Flin Flon - 590, 10:00 p.rn., Mon.-Fri.
CJAR, The Pas - 1240, 10:00 p.m.. Mon.-Fri.
CIITM, Thompson - 610, 10:00 p.m.• Mon.-Fri.
CKJS , Winnipeg - 810, 12:05 noon, Mon.-Fr i.

ONTARIO
CJN R, Blind Riter - 730, 10:30 p.m.. Mon.-Fri.
CKPC, Brantford - 1380, 9:30 p.m.. Mon.-F ri.
CJSS, Cornwall - 1220, 10:30 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
CKNR, Elliott Lake - 1340, 10:30 p.rn., Mon.-

Fri.
CKNS, Espanola - 930, 10:30 p.m., Mon.-Fr i.
CKAP, Kapuskasing - 580, 6:00 p.m., Morr-S at.;

9:30 a.rn., Sun.
CFMK· FM, Kingston - 96.3, I I:30 p.m., Mon.­

Fri.
CJ KL, Kirkland Lake - 560, 10;00 p.m.. Mon.­

Fri.
CKLY, Lindsay - 910, 9:00 p.m., Mon.-Fri .;

7:00 a.m., Sun.
CKO-FM, London - 97.5, 9:30 p.m., Sun.-Fri .
Cil LO, London/ St . Thomas - 1570, 10:30 p.m.,

Sun.-Thur s.
CJTT, New Liskeard - 1230, 6:30 p.m., Mon.­

Fri.

3B

CJRC, Ottawa (French) - 1150, 7:05 a.m., Sun.
CKO-FM , Ottawa - 106.9,9:30 p.rn., Sun.-Fri.
CFOS, Owen Sound 560, 10:30 p.m., Man.. Tues.,

Thurs., Fri.• II :00 p.m., Wed.
CIIRO, Pembroke - 1350, 6:30 p.m.. Mon.-Fri.
CFMP-FM, Peterborou gh - 10 1.5. 10:30 p.m.,

Mon.-Fri.
CJQM-FM, Sault Ste, Marie - 104.3, 10:30 p.rn.,

Mon.-Fri.
CKCY, Sault Ste, Marie - 920 10:30 p.m., Sun .
CJQR-FM, St. Catharines - 97.7, 10:00 a.m.,

Sun.
CJ RN, St. Catha rines-Niagara - 710, 11:15 p.m.,

Mon.-Fri.; 7:30 a.m., Sun.
CJMX-FM, Sudbury - 105.3, 5:30 a.rn.. 7:30 a.m..

Sun ., 11:30 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
CKO-FM, Toronto - 99.1,9:30 p.m.. Sun .-Fr i.
CFGM, Toronto-Richmond Hill - 1320,

11:30 p.rn., Mon.-Fri.
CJTN, Trenton - 1270, 7:30 p.m.. Mon.-Fri.

QUEBEC
CKRS, Chicoutimi, (Fr}- 8:15 a.m.. Su nday
CKO, Montreal - 1470, 9:30 p.m., Sun.-Fri.
CFMB, Montreal (Fr) - 1410, 5:00 p.m.. Sun.
CFMB, Montreal - 1410, 6:30 a.rn., Mon.-Fri.
CKVL, Montreal , (Fr) - 850, 6:45 a.rn., Sun.
CIINC New Carlisle - 610, 6:45 p.rn., Tues. and

Thurs.: 7:45 a.m., Sun.
CJRP, Quebec City (Fr) - 1060, 7:15 a.m., Sun.
CJRS, Sherbrooke (Fr) - 1510, 6:45 a.m., Sun .
CKTS, Sherbrooke - 900, I I :00 p.m., Sun.-Thur s.
CJSA, St . Agathe Des Monts (Fr) - 1230, 8:45 a.rn.,

Sun.
CJER, St . Jerome (Fr) - 900, 8:45 a.rn., Sun.
CKSJ, St. Jovite (Fr) - 1400, 8:45 a.m.. Sun.
CKLD, Thetford Mines (Fr) - 1330,

8:15 a.m.. Su n.
CHLN, Trois Rivieres (Fr) - 550, 5:30 a.m.. Sun.

ATLANTIC CANADA
CKDH, Amherst, N.S. - 900, 10:05 p.m., Mon.­

Fri.
CJ FX, Antigonish, N.S. - 580, 10:05 p.m., Mon.­

Fri.
CKBC, Bathurst, N.B. - 1360. 10:30 p.rn., Mon.­

Fri., 8:30 a.m.. Sun.
CJ VA, Caraquet (Fr), N.B. - 810,1 0:15 a.m., Sun­

day, 9:00 p.m.. Tues. and Thurs.
ClYQ, Central Nfld. - 680, 10:30 p.m., Mon.-Fri .
CHTN, Charlolletown - 1190, 10:00 p.m., Mon.­

Fri.
CFLC-FM, Churchill Falls, Lab. - 97.9, 6:00 p.rn.,

Mon.-Fri.
CFCB, Comerbrook, Nfld. - 570, 6:30 p.m.. Mon.­

Fri.
CFDL-FM, Deer Lake, Nfld, - 97.9, 6:30 p.m.,

Mon.-Fri.
CJEM, Edmunston - 570, 8:35 a.rn., Sun., 9:00

p.m.. Tues. and Thurs.
CFNB, Fredericton, N.B. - 550, II :00 p.m.. Mon.­

Fri.
CFYQ, Gander, Nfld, - 1350, 10:30 p.rn., Mon.­

Fri.
CKGA, Gander, Nfld, - 730, 10:30 a.m., Sun.
CKCM, Grand Falls, NOd. - 620, 10:30 a.rn.,

Sun.
CKMV, Grand Falls - 8:35 a.m.. Sun.. 9:00 p.m..

Tues. and Thur s.
CII FX-FM, Halifax, N.S. - 101.9, 9:30 p.m.,

Mon.-Fri.
CII NS, Halifa x, N.S. - 960, 7:30 a.m.. Sun.
CFNL, lI appy Valley-Goose Bay, Lab. - 1230,

6:00 p.m., Mon.-F ri.
CIICM, Mar ystown, Nfld. - 560, 8:30 a.rn., Su n.
CKCW, Moncton, N.B, - 1220, 10:30 p.m., Mon.­

Fri.
CKEC, New Glasgow, N.S. - 1320, 10:30 p.rn.,

Mon.-Fri.
CFNW, Port au Choix, Nfld, - 790, 6:30 p.m:,

Mon.-Fri.
CFGN, Port aux Basques, Nfld. - 1230, 6:30 p.m.,

Mon.-Fri.
CKYQ, Southern Nfld. - 610, 10:30 p.m.. Mon.­

Fri.
CFNN-FM, St. Anthony, Nfld. - 97.9, 6:30 p.m.,

Mon.-Fri.
VOCM, St. John' s, Nfld. - 590, 9:00 a.rn., Sun.
CJYQ, St. John 's, Nfld. - 930, 10:30 p.m., Mon.­

Fri.
CFSX, Stephenville, Nfld. - 910, 6:30 p.m., Mon.­

Fri.
CIIER, Sydney, N.S, - 950, 10:30 p.rn., Sun.­

Thu r.

CIIYQ, Trinit y Bay-Bonavista Bay, Nfld. - 670,
10:30 p.m., Mon.-Fri.

CKCL, Truro, N,S, - 600, 10:30 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
CFLW, Wabush, Lab. - 1340, 6:00 p.rn., Mon.­

Fri.
CJC K, Woodstock, N. B. - 920, 7:00 p.m., Mon.­

Sal. , 5:00 p.m., Sun.
CJLS, Yarmouth, N.S. - 1340, 10:30 p.m.. Mon.­

Fri.

CARIBBEAN
ZFB-I , (Eng) Hamilton, Bermuda - 960, 1:30 p.m..

Men-Sun.
ZNS- 3, (Eng) Freeport , Bahamas - 8 10, 6:00 a.m.

Mon.-Fri.; 9:00 a.m.. Sun.
Radio Turks & Caicos, (Eng) Turks & Caicos ­

9:00 p.rn., Mon.-Fri.
RJR-FM, Christiana, Jamaica - 101.3, 8:00 p.rn.,

Tues., Thur s., 9:30 p.m., Sun .
RJR- AM, Kingston, Jamaica - 720, 4:30 a.m.,

Th urs., Sal.
RJR-FM, Kingston, Jama ica - 92.7, 8:00 p.rn.,

Tues., Thurs, 9:30 p.m., Sun.
RJR-FM, Kingston, Jamaica - 94.7, 4:30 a.m.,

Thu rs., Sat.
RJR-FM, Kingston, Jamaica - 95.7, 8:00 p.m.,

Tues., Thur s, 9:30 p.m., Sun.
RJR·FM, Kingston, Jamaica - 104.5, 4:30 a.rn.,

Thur s., Sa\.
RJR-AM, Mandeville, Jamaica - 770, 4:30 a.rn.,

Thur s., Sa\.
RJR-FM, Montego Bay, Jamaica - 92.9, 8:00 p.m..

Tues., Thurs, 9:30 p.m.. Sun.
RJR-AM, Port Maria, Jamaica - 580, 4:30 a.m.,

Thurs., Sal.
RJR-FM , Spur Tree, Jamaica - 90.5, 4:30 a.m.,

Thurs., Sal.
MBC Radio Port au Prince, lIaiti - 1430, 10:30

a.m.. Sun.
4VCM-4 VGM·4VBM , (Fr) lIaiti - 10:15 a.rn..

Sun .
ZDK, Grenville Radio, (Eng) St. John' s, Antigua ­

FM 99, 7:15 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
Radio Caraibes, (Fr) Guadeloupe & Martiniqu e ­

5:30 a.rn., Mon.-Fri.
Radio Caribbean, (Eng), SI. Lucia - 840, 2: I0 p.m.,

Mon.-Fr i.
Rediffusion, (Eng) Bridgetown, Barbados - 10:30

a.m., Mon.-Fri.. 9:30 a.rn., Sun.
BBS, St. Michael, Barbados - FM 90.7, 6:30 a.rn..

Mon.-Fri., 9:00 a.m., Sal. & Sun .
Radio Antilles, (Eng) Montserrat, Eastern Caribbean

- 930, 6:00 p.m.. Mon-Sat.; 7:00 a.rn.. Sun .
Radio Antilles, (Fr) Montserrat, Antilles - 1450,

740, 6:00 a.m.. Man, Th ur., Sal.
Netherland Antilles, Voice of Aruba, PJ A-IO, Oran­
jestad - 1320, 6:30 a.rn., Mon.-Fri., 9:30 a.m.. Sal.

& Sun.
NBS, Trinidad - 610, 10:30 p.m., Sun .-Fr i.
GBS, (Eng) Georgetown, Guyana - 705, I:00 p.m.,

Mon., Wed.. Fri.

NEW ZEALAND
4XO, Radio Otago, Dunedin - 1206, 9:30 p.m..

Sun.
4XA Radio Central Alexandra - 531, 8:00 p.m.,

Sun.
4XC, Radio Central Queenstown - 1359, 8:00 p.m.,

Sun.
4XE, Radio Central Wanaka - 1359, 8:00 p.m..

Sun .
IXP, Radio Pacific, Auckland - 1593, 7:00 p.m.,

Sun .
l XX, Radio Bay of Plenty N.Z.- 1242, 9:30 p.m..

Sun.
2XS, Radio Manawatu, Palmerston No. - 828,

10:15 p.m.. Sun.
4XF, Radio Foveaux, Invercargill - 1224, 8:00 p.m.,

Sun.

OTHER AREAS
3GL, Geelong, Victoria, Australia - 134 1, 8:30

p.m.. Sun.
A3Z, Tonga Radio, (Eng) Nuku'a lofa - 1020, 6:30

p.m.. Sun.
Radio Nauru - 1323, 10:00 a.m.. Sun.
1I0ng Kong Radio, Kowloon - 1044, 6:30 a.m..

. 12:00 a.m., Sal.
Radio Ceylon - 7190, 9720, 15425,9:00 p.m.. Sun ..

Tue .. Thur .. Sal. .
Radio Luxembourg, (Fr) Luxembourg - 5:15 a.m..

Man.. 5:00 a.m. Tue. , Th ur.
See next issue for TV log
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Isa
New Dark Age

Coming?
by Michael A. Snyder

As we turn the calendar to 1984, are we closing in on the Orwellian nightmare?

C
U R R EN T events
are taking a
serious turn for

the worse.
Have you considered

why almost no world
leaders understand the
causes of today's prob­
lems-and their solu­
tions?

Throughout the dark
days of World War II a
man today known as
George Orwell commit­
ted to paper what he
believed would be the
final "achievement" of
humanity.

A Book That Shook
th e World

His book bore the title of
the new calendar year :
1984. Orwell (his real
name was Eric Blair)
caught the fancy of many
readers with his best-sell­
ing 1984. which has since
become the standard defi­
nition for extreme mental and
physical oppression.

Orwell was born in the Third
World. He was reared in poverty.
Despite his humble beginnings, he
worked hard and was beginning to
be widely recognized for his liter­
ary greatness when he prematurely
died.

Was Orwell's 1984 warning of a
new terrible dark age genuine
January 1984

human insight into the final stages
of this world's civilization? Let us
see, as we review his work.

George Orwell's novel is cen­
tered in England, where in that
isle by 1984 is headquartered an
extreme socialistic philosophy that
dominates the United States,
Latin America and what was once
the British Empire. Orwell vividly
paints the scene of a world-ruling

empire that enslaves hu­
manity rather than frees
it.

As it turned out, it was
not in England that this
philosophy literally took
root. But let us follow the
story thread of the novel
anyway. In this setting
Orwell placed his charac­
ter Winston Smith.
Smith is a balding, mid­
dle-aged INGSOC party
member (INGSOC is
short for English Social­
ism). Throughout the
pages of the novel Win­
ston Smith weakly plots a
pathetic, ineffectual re­
bellion against "Big
Brother"-the symbolic
leader of the oppressive
society.

Winston Smith fails
abysmally in his rebel­
lion.

The novel closes with
Winston 's complete ca­
pitulation to INGSOC
philosophy . "Anything
could be true," he finally

thinks in his broken mind. "The
so-called laws of nature were non­
sense," Winston mutters. "What­
ever happens in all minds, truly
happens."

A Solemn Warning?

1984 is not pleasant reading. It has
shaken the faith of many in human­
ity's ability to survive and preserve
good over evil. Numerous literary
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ernment of God that we announce
in the pages of The Plain
Truth .

Do you know what it would be
like if this world were ruled by the
government and laws of God
instead of modern variations on
Orwell's INGSOC? Humanity has
never been able to discover a gov­
ernment that rules perfectly over
all men and women even though
philosophers and statesmen have
penned millions of words about
perfect government.

Few are courageous enough to
admit that they never found it.
Orwell's character Winston Smith
never found it.

But an authoritative announce­
ment concerning the only
true, perfect government
did come. And, believe it
or not, that same good
news was virtually
snuffed out almost as
soon as it began to
become known!

Jesus Christ, the Son
of God, came nearly
2,000 years ago to de­
liver that message of per­
fect government. It was
called the "good news,"
or gospel (which is sim­
ply an old Anglo-Saxon
word meaning " g ood
message") . Jesus Christ
himself declared his pur­
pose on earth: "I must
preach the good news of
the kingdom of God ...
for I was sent for this
purpose" (Luke 4:43,
RSV).

And deliver it he did!
What was that pure, unadulter­

ated gospel message that was suc­
cessfully suppressed for nearly
1,900 years after Christ's resur­
rection ?

The vast majority of humanity
do not realize that in addition to
being the announcer of this all­
important yet rarely heard mes­
sage of the government of God,
Jesus Christ is also its soon-com­
ing head! This was authoritatively
prophesied in Isaiah 9:6-7: "Unto
us a Son is given; and the govern­
ment [of God] will be upon His
shoulder. . . . Of the increase of
His government and peace there
will be no end . . . to order it and

"

"
Alexander Solzhenitsyn

considerations of short-lived value.
It has become embarrassing to
appeal to eternal concepts, embar­
rassing to state that evil makes its
home in the individual human heart
before it enters a political sys­
tem."

The principal cause of 20th
century evils? "Men have forgot­
ten God; that's why all this has
happened," Mr. Solzhenitsyn
said.

Yes, humanity, pathetically de­
ceived about the true causes of evil ,
wonders why the nuclear sword of
Damocles hovers malevolently
overhead, why poverty and crime
seem unconquerable, why thou­
sands each year die needlessly in

war, why divorce rates spiral
upward, why thousands starve dai­
ly. Orwell was among those who
wondered.

In intellectual vanity, humanity
as a whole refuses to consider that
we have brought evils on ourselves
by turning our backs on our Cre­
ator and his laws! All of this could
have been avoided had humanity
not rejected and suppressed the
now-neglected and nearly forgot­
ten revealed knowledge of God.

Orwell would have been as­
tounded if he had known how sup­
pressed and how profound is the
answer to Winston Smith's prob­
lems! This suppressed knowledge
centers on government-the gov-

It has become embarrassing to
appeal to eternal concepts,

embarrassing to state that evil makes
its home in the

individual human heart before it enters
a political system....

Men have forgotten God; that's why
all this has happened.

critics believe Orwell meant the
novel as a warning.

Psychoanalyst Erich Fromm
writes: " T he mood it expresses is
that of near despair about the
future of man, and the warning is
that unless the course of history
changes, men all over the world
will lose their most human quali­
ties, will become soulless automa­
tons, and will not even be aware of
it. "

In his novel Orwell sums up his
own thoughts through his character
Winston Smith: " H e had still , he
reflected, not learned the ultimate
secret. He understood how. He did
not understand why."

In this fictional world, true
knowledge of the past is
completely lost. Nobody
really knows where hu-
mans came from, where
they're going or what
kind of government will
produce the good that
humans long for .

Would anyone dare
believe that such a loss of
understanding could ac­
tually happen in the real
world?

It has!
The amazing fact is

that it did happen-vital
knowledge of humanity's
true origins, of humani-
ty's awesome purpose and
of the one government
that will . bring us peace,
was suppressed and near-
ly irretrievably lost.

And it happened centu­
ries before George Orwell
ever walked the face of the earth!

An Astounding Fact!

Although George Orwell was
known to hate cruelty and injustice,
he held out little hope for humani­
ty . He could not understand why
things had become so bad in this
century.

Alexander Solzhenitsyn, a liter­
ary giant profoundly familiar with
the ravages of both disinformation
and war , does significantly under­
stand . He declared the reason
before British royalty: "The con­
cepts of good and evil have been
ridiculed for several centuries; ban­
ished from common use, they have
been replaced by political or class
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establish it with judgment and
justice from th at t im e forward,
even forever" (RAV).

Few want to believe or are aware
that Christ is soon returning as the
literal "King of kings and Lord of
lords" ( Rev. 19: 16; Matt. 24:30)!
And even fewer realize-including
the author and most readers of
J984-the degree to which this
message was nearly completely
suppressed!

The Unknown Suppression

The apostle Paul warned that there
were those "who suppress the
truth" (Rom. 1:18, R A V).

Within half a century of Christ's
First Coming, the powerfu l an ­
nouncement of the king­
dom of God-the on ly
answer to Winston
Smith's nightmarish di ­
lemma-was severely di­
luted into a confusing
mixture of religious mish­
mash .

Several theories about
the nature and purpose
of life were extant at the
time Paul wrote. Some
thinkers participated in a
kind of theological and
philosophical smorgas­
bord. That is, they took a
little of one belief and
mixed it with a little of
another belief until they
had a homogenized con­
glomeration that bore lit­
tle resemblance to the
origi nal gospel message!

That's why Paul th un­
dered to the Galatian con­
gregation, a church he personally
raised up: " I marvel that you are
turning away so soon . . . to a dif­
ferent gospel. which is not another
[authoritative message] . ..."

Paul knew the reason: "There
are some who . . . want to pervert
the gospel of Christ" (Gal. 1:6-7,
RA V). Shortly after Paul's death,
the knowledge of God's real pur­
pose for humanity was nearly
smothered to death-and the world
entered a spiritual dark age for
nearly 19 full centuries. This dark
age-as you can see from the cen­
turies of anguish that have
ensued-east humanity in pai nful
bonds as tragic as those that O rwell
conceived.
January 1984

Thank God that this age of
spirit ual oppression-t he nearly
1,900 years of suppressed truth­
will end forever! Your eyes even
at this moment are witness to this
fact.

Oppression Will End

Jesus knew that his message of
government woul d be suppressed.
But he also determined that the
ti me would come when his original
unadu lterated message would be
thundered across this glo be.

T he exciting aspect of this fore­
knowledge is that this prophes ied
eve nt barely precedes t he actual
reesta blishment of God's kingdo m
upon eart h . J esu s him self thus

declar ed : "And this gospel of the
ki ngdo m will be preached in all the
worl d as a witness to all the nations,
an d then the end [Greek: aion­
this "age" of man, not this physical
globe] will come" (Matt. 24 :14,
R A V).

However, the full knowledge of
God will not blanket the earth until
Christ returns and the government
of God is fu lly restored. At that
time "the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the Lord as the
waters cover the sea" ( Isa. 11:9,
RSV).

What's to Come

W ha t kind of worl d will God's gov­
ernment produ ce ? Catc h t h is

glimpse of that 'wonderful future!
" T he de sert and the parch ed land
will be glad; th e wilde rness will
rejoice and blossom... . Then will
the eyes of t he blind be opened and
the ea rs of the deaf unstopped .
T hen will the lame leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the dumb shout
for joy. Water will gush forth in
the wilderness and streams in the
desert. T he burn ing sand will
become a pool, the thirsty ground
bubbling springs" (Isa. 35 :1, 5-7,
N IV).

T his government will be headed
by non e ot he r than Jesus Christ
himself. There won't be the ugly,
mi nd-sappi ng J984-like d isinfor­
mation that this world spews forth

daily. It simply won't be
a llowed! N o more will
people attem pt to sup­
press the truth of God:
"And no longer shall each
man teach his neighbor
and each his brother, say­
ing, 'Know the Lord,' for
they shall all know me ,
from the least of them to
the greatest . . ." (Jer.
31 :34, RS V).

But before the long
ongoing period of spiri­
tual deception fully ends,
humanity will taste to
the full what Orwell
feared. O rwell , as one
writer put it, was con­
vinced "that modern
man [is] inadequate to
cope with the demands
of h is history."

Indeed , the Orwellian
INGSOC will appear in

form. The Bib le prophesies a ter­
ri ble time soon to come (Matt.
24 :21 )-a short dark age of reli­
gious and political persecution .
God, however, will not allow it to
las t long-humanity will not lapse
again into centuries of deception
and oppression.

T his prophesied period of pain
and persecution soon to come will
be cut short in a se ries of events
that will convince humanity of the
folly of rejecting God. Humanity
wi ll lea rn, as O r w e l l faintly
glimpsed, that man is indeed
unable to "cope with the demands
of his history."

Yo u need to understand the
(Continued on page 43)
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INTERNATIONAL DESK
(Continued from page 27)

athletes are world-beaters-winning more gold
medals in the 1976 Olympics than the U.S.A.!

The G DR is sensitive to the rather dowdy face it
presents to visitors. East Berlin is at last being
restored to its prewar grandeur. When the city was
divided, most of the historical buildings left standing
were in the Eastern sector. Until recently, they were
bombed-out ruins. Now the churches, cathedrals and

Faces of East Germany-accepting the present,
anticipating the future

museums around the central boulevard-Unter den
Linden-s-ere :being completely restored in time for
the city's 700th anniversary in 1987 . In some ways
the East German capital is becoming a more
impressive city than what has been described as the
gaudy American suburb across the wall.

What incredible people the Germans are!
Surveying the pulverized remains of the Third
Reich, some commentators prophesied that it would
be at least 100 years before the German nation
could recover some semblance of normalcy. Yet, just
a generation or so later, the two Germanies have
come charging back, each to become the superstar
and showcase of its respective world.

The Reluctant Rivals

How do the two Germanies regard each other'?
They've had to maintain a discreet distance. The
West Germans worked hard to regain the trust of
the world after the war. The East Germans did not
have to concern themselves with that. They had to
accept that their existence depended on their
continuing as loyal allies of the Soviet
Union .

But times are changing, and the Europe of today
is a different place to the Europe of 30 or 20 or
even five yea rs ago. A new generation is growing up
in both Germanies . They do not have (nor should
they have) any feelings of guilt over a war that was
fought essentially by their grandfathers. Most
Germans alive today have not known anything but a
divided nation. The average man or woman is not
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preoccupied with reunification, although polls have
shown that most West Germans would like it.
Realisticall y they do not expect it anytime soon. It is
a matter to be left to the politicians (who are
becom ing increasingly bold in talking about it). No
poll s have been taken in the East, but there is every
reason to believe sentiments would be much the
same.

For now, the Germans seem to be able to live
with the fact that they are a divided people. East
and West Germans recognize each other and
exchange correct-and increasingl y
cordial-diplomatic relations. The East German
economy receives much help from the Federal
Republic directl y through loans, and less directly
through preferential trade arrangements. There is
the occasional flare-up along the tense border-but
overall the two nations coexist as rather reluctant
rivals.

The Future

It was the Germans who pioneered the development
of guided missiles during the Second World War.
Their conquerors, helped by captured German
scientists, refined the art. The crude V-I s and V-2s
launched from Peenernunde 40 years ago were the
ancestors of the American Pershing 2 missiles th at
N ATO allies plan to locate on German soil -unless
arms control negotiations with the Soviet Union
forestall their deployment. These missiles could
strike deep into Russian territory with pinpoint
accuracy.

The Soviet Union realizes that such missiles pose
a far greater threat than the armies of Hitler or the
Kaiser ever did-a threat against which a land
barrier offers no protection . Russia will have to
rethink its defense policy. What would Russia be
willing to offer in exchange for a guarantee of
neutrality from her western neighbors'?

Time will tell. But it would not make sense for
Europe to be unified and neutralized-and Germany
to remain divided. Some degree of unification will
take place. The two Germanies with their common
language, common history and common culture
would quickly work out the details. It would not be
such a one-sided deal as we might at first think.
That "other Germany" mu st not be underrated .
Combined, East and West Germany would be a
power to be reckoned with. As the nucleus of a
united Europe-a third world power-they would be
its most powerful component.

Could such a dramatic change in the balance of
power happen'? Analysts and politicians on both
sides of the Iron Curtain are speculating that it
could.

Jesus Christ didn't have to speculate. He knew
Europe's future . So that we, too, could know a nd be
prepared, he revealed it through the prophecies of
the Bible. Few people realize that these prophecies
tell in advance the events now taking shape in the
heart of Europe that will soon rock this world to its
foundations. - John Halford
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Love, Marriage & Sex
(Continued from page 17)

human reproductive system to
function in the confines of love and
marriage. Husbands and wives pro­
duce, through sexual contact, min­
iature reproductions of them­
selves-new life.

One of life's truly great experi­
ences is the birth of a child. But
this, again, was designed by God to
be part of the marriage union­
never to be experienced outside of
marriage.

But there is even a greater and
far-reaching purpose for human
sexuality. Sex can be the embodi­
ment of all three of the Greek
words for love-eros, philia and
agape.

Sex has been designed by God to

.Dark Age
(Continued from page 41)

principles that this coming govern­
ment rests on. You need to under­
stand why this world can't find
them for itself, and suffers the ter­
rible pain of unhappiness, poverty
and war as a consequence.

This article only touches the tip
of the profound, yet simple truths
revealed in your Bible. Unlike

. many in this world, you can, if

EUROPE
(Continued from page 4)

Austria had been occupied by the
Soviets and their Warld War II
Western allies, much as Germany
was.

The example of a neutral Austria
thus provides a model of what Mos­
cow might desire all of Europe to
be-neutralized, and free of Amer­
ican influence and, above all, weap­
onry.

Note this as well: In such a new
alignment, Austria-with its pres­
tigious capital of Vienna-would
provide, as the Pope reportedly told
Cardinal Koenig, a logical "bridge
between East and West."

Furthermore, down the road,
Vienna just might become the
headquarters city of the United
Nations. Already, its huge new
"U.N. City," just across the Dan­
ube River from the center of Vien-
January 1984

be the guiding force in preserving
and perpetuating love between a
husband and wife.

The modern argument that pre-.
marital sexual experimentation can
lead to greater joys in marital sex is
one of the greatest lies ever perpe­
trated by Satan the devil.

Such experimentation before
marriage or in extramarital affairs
can only destroy the purity of what
God designed.

The honeymoon is not meant to
be a time for experienced sexual
professionals to practice. The hon ­
eymoon should be that joyful, tim­
id, beautiful, shy, exciting period of
time when two people who have
begun to love one another begin
their new life together-and should
be their first joyful expression of
sexual intimacy.

you are willing, understand both '
the how and the why that often
seems so elusive.

If you're truly interested in the
purpose of human life and why
humanity is in ' such incredible
confusion, we invite you to write
for two free publications.

We have available, free of
charge to you, the full -length
book The Incredible Human
Potential. Also available for the
asking is the book The Wonderful

na, is vying with Geneva for the
role of the U .N.'s European head­
quarters.

Statements by high U .S . officials
that the United States might be
happy to see the U.N. depart New
York City, coupled with Senate
cutbacks in appropriations for the
world body, strengthen the likeli­
hood of a U.N. relocation in the
future.

New-Yet Old-Europe

What is transpiring on both sides of
the Iron Curtain today are the first
steps in the refashioning of West­
ern, Central and part of Eastern
Europe into a new, yet ancient,
alignment-what one expert calls
"Classic Europe."

Religion, given added st rength
by East-West church unity, will
provide this combine its primary
unifying element.

In the second chapter of the

Sexual experience should be
learned together-after the mar­
riage ceremony. Why should any­
one go out and learn it - all in
advance with a whole army of other
people? Why create the possibility
for sexual comparisons and vivid
memories of unpleasant experi­
ences?

The honeymoon should be the
beginning of a new life together
when a totally inexperienced couple
begin to learn from experience
through the human sexual relation­
ship. In each other's arms, they will
then spend the re st of their lives
growing in philia, eros and most of
all agape love.

One of life's greatest accom­
plishments is getting love, marriage
and sex in the right order with the
right person at the right time. 0

World Tomorrow-What It Will
Be Like . It is also free of
charge.

These books, written by Editor
in Chief Herbert W. Armstrong,
provide the revealed truth that
humanity desperately needs. You
can know how you can avoid the
brief Orwellian dark age that
humanity is destined to bring upon
itself, given its present trend.

God help you to under­
stand! 0

book of Daniel, this "Classic
Europe" and its predecessors are
pictured as a giant human figure,
having feet "part of iron and part of
clay" (Dan. 2:33). The figure's
toes-obviously IO-correspond to
the 10 national units also described
in Revelation 17.

The original Roman Empire was
broken into two "legs"-the East­
ern Empire in Byzantium (Con­
stantinople, today Istanbul) and the
Empire in the West in Rome.

Thus it is very possible that this
end-time system will be composed
of two distinct yet cooperative
parts: the first "leg" comprising
nations of Western Europe, the sec­
ond incorporating nations freed
from Soviet dominance in Central
and Eastern Europe.

The Plain Truth will continue to
keep its readers abreast of critically
important events and trends shap­
ing up in Europe. 0
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Parents /Teachers

I am a teac her of remedial
reading and math.

I trul y enjoyed your article :
" What Teachers Wish Parents
Knew" and I am seeking
perm ission from you to give a
few copies of this ar ticle to
parents who seem
overwhelmed by the task of
parentin g.

Susan Groves
Sequim Middle School

Sequim, Washington
• Permission given.

I j ust read your article
entit led " What Teachers Wish
Parents Knew Abo ut School."
There are some things that I
wish they knew about my
child. I wish they knew that
he cries every day because he
can' t keep up with the other
kids. I wish they knew that
yelling at him will not help
him to keep up. I wish they
knew that his classmates'
att itude toward him is
patt erned after the teachers' .
wish they knew that he's not
daydreaming, but worrying
that they may ask him to do
something he's not capable of
doing . I wish they knew that
he did not choose to be "slow"
or "learning disabled." I wish
they knew that "streamlining"
is not the answer to his
problems. I wish they knew
how hard he tries to learn .
Most of all, I wish they
cared!

·Mrs. J.T. Few
Greenville, Mississippi

1983 Weather as it Was

Crops that survived the heat
in the U.S. Midwest have
been hit with mold. According .
to one farmer, th is disease is
as deadly to catt le as
sta rvation. In Kentucky the
tobacco crop has been hit with
blue mold. In Tennessee, we
have the largest worm
infesta tion in the last forty
years. Farmers are spra ying
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their crops by airplane at a
feverish rate. The worm
infestatio n is so great in the
counties around Nas hville that
many farmers have given up
all hope of saving the ir crops.
It is this comb ination of
unprecedented heat, plant
disease, and insect infestation
that is turning a would-be
disaster into a foreseeable
reality.

Tommy M. Garrard
Savannah, Tennessee

AIDS

Concern ing your art icle
" AIDS-Is There a Cure?" in
your issue of September 1983
by Donald D. Schroeder.

Whil e it is most welcome
that more information on this
terrible disease " AIDS" is
being published, I am
surprised that a magazine like
The Plain Truth shows so
little comprehension with
regard to homosexuality.

How can people start a
" wholesome, faithful, marit al
and sexual relationship" as
Mr. Schroeder put s it in the
art icle, if they are born
homosexuals? For as much as
they try to lead a normal
married life, it is bound to fail
because nature cannot be
deceived on the long
run .

And neither is there any
treatment to convert a homo­
into a heterosexual which
means that many of them have
to live in constant fear of
being discovered and
jeopardi zed in all aspects.

Accord ing to my experien ce
there is a large number of
homosexuals who would give
anything to be able to enjoy a
normal marit al and sexual
relationship which due to the ir
being born different they are
denied.

Erika Mueller
Barcelona, Spain

• The startling fa ct is.
homosexuals are not born
that way. Many have failed to

comprehend the social and
spiritual causes that damage
human sex ual emotions, and
which may lead to
homosexuality . An article
from a past Plain Truth issue
entitled "Is It True Some Are
Born That Way?" explains
these little understood causes
and is available free of
charge. Deeply ingrained
harmful sexual emotions are
indeed difficult to change.
But with true repentance and
God's help they can be
changed.

Your article on " AIDS" in
the September I983 issue was
very informative.

Sodom and Gomorrah are
said to have been prosperous
cities before they met their
tragic end. Does one know
how many inhabitants dwelled
in these cities then ?

Daniel S. Gaceru
University of Nairobi,

Kenya
• Archaeology does not

provide an answer.

Smoking

In reference to
"Smoking- It 's More Than
Ju st a Habit," I am puzzled
that no mention is made of
the fact that the U.S. Dept. of
Agriculture pays out millions
of dollars to keep tobacco
farmers producing the
admitt ed "serious health
menace" to stabilize the well
being of the industry. Was
th is an oversight?

R.R. Smissairt
Skokie, Illinois

«It was not an oversight. In
this article we f ocused on the
growing government view that
smoking fo r many is a f orm
of drug addiction-to nicotine
if not other tobacco
substances. We
wholeheartedly agree that the
paradox of governmental
views and policies posed by
our letter writer deserves
emphasis and reflection.

General Comments

I am a regular reader of
The Plain Truth . It is so hard
to believe that such a
significant magazine is being
posted to me monthly without
any charge or obligation. I
know it is the work of God,
but in this time of economic
crisis, it is really hard to
believe.

R. Thomas
St. Andrew's

Grenada, W.I .

I've seen only part s of your
program and your hard-nosed
approach is a welcome shaking
up to my Christian walk.

Wendy Rivers
Sudbury, Ontario

Correspondence Course

I would like to enroll in
your Bible Correspondence
Course. Th e more I read your
magazines in offices, the more
I realize how much I don't
know about the Bible. It is so
easy to be led astray when you
are unaware of the truth. I
j ust pray that by learning
more about the Bible, my life
will start to fall into a more
tranquil , purposeful existence.
Life can be so full of turmoil
when the adversary has a foot
in the door and I didn 't realize
all along that a littl e
knowledge can change this.
Th ank you for your
publicat ions.

P. Schaller
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia

Changed Thinking

I want to thank you for the
booklets I received from you.
I enjoy reading them and
share them with a friend here
in the institution. My life and
way of th inking has changed
since I started listening to Mr.
Arm strong on radio and
television. I am learning a lot
now, but feel sorry in a way
because I am not learning this
outside but in prison .

The PLAIN TRUTH



I would like to ask for some
more booklets. I know I ask
for a lot, but I think I've
found the truth and don't
want to miss anything.

Gary Z.
St. Vincent-de-Pont, Quebec

Time Running Out

Your article "Time Is
Running Out!" was very
interesting. I agree with you
on the part about weapons and
little children. It's true that
most kids play with toy guns,
tanks and so on, but if we
know that this is a bad
influence then why do we buy
these violent toys? I am 13
years old and I know a little
about Satan and what he is
doing to the world, but I
would like very much if you
could send me some articles
like this one . I'm also
interested in the booklet The
Plain Truth About Christmas.
I was wondering if you got
many letters from kids my
age? I would appreciate it if
you would send a reply to me
or print something in the next
issue.

Sonia Stevenson
Levittown, Pennsylvania

Ukraine Famine

Ukrainian community of
Tucson, Arizona, wishes to
express their appreciation for
your article in The Plain
Truth, October 1983, in which
you so clearly stated the truth
about the most tragic and
inhuman man-made famine in
the annals of history-the
Ukraine famine in 1932 and
1933 .
Ukrainian American Society

Alexander Bunka
Public Relations Director

British Election

Your article "Why Britain
Wants Strong Leadership"
showed a remarkable lack of
understanding of the British
electoral system. Mrs.
Thatcher was returned to
office with such a large
majority because of the
emergence of a new political
party, the SOP, which split
the Opposition vote and
allowed the Conservatives to
take seats on a minority vote.
Your article did not mention
this new political party, nor
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did it mention that the
Conservatives won their
landslide with far fewer
individuals' votes than in
1979 .

I feel that your readers
ought to be made aware of
these facts. The British people
have not suddenly lurched en
masse to the "right;" the large
majority for the Conservatives
is simply an anomaly of the
electoral system and is further
proof of man's inability to
devise a fair and just order of
government.

John S.P. Burgess
United Kingdom

Pope's Visit to Poland

It is with great pleasure
that I am writing to
congratulate you for the great
job you are doing in spreading
the word of God. I was
particularly pleased with the
October 1983 issue featuring
an article on Pope John Paul
II. This is of significance
coming from a non-Catholic
religious man like yourself. In
the literature and articles
written by non-Catholics, it is
disturbing to find at times
unpleasant commentaries from
them toward the Catholics or
Catholic clergy, including the
Pope . I am a practicing
Catholic and as far as I can
remember at no time have I
heard any priest saying or
making comments against the
Protestant faith . . . .

It is for this particular
reason that I would like to
express my thanks and
admiration for this effort on
your part. The article of Mr.
Hogberg was very good in
both dealing with the political
and religious significance of
the Pope 's visit to Poland.

I have read many of the
booklets published by The
Worldwide Church of God
and found them quite
interesting with exception of
the one on Revelation which
took a radical view on the
Pope.

I wish one more time to
express my gratitude for the
fresh approach that you have .
injected in Christian unity.
God bless you.

Carlos M. Chavez, M.D.,
F.A.C.S.

Brownsville, Texas

Learned Habits
Congratulations on the

article "A Much Overlooked
Way to Assure Peace." Your
analysis, that emotions are
learned habits, capable of
change through practice, is
certainly substantiated by a
great deal of well-designed
psychological research.

T.L. Brink, Ph.D.
College of Notre Dame
San Carlos, California

Mark of a Great Mind

I would like to express my
sincere appreciation for the
article in the October issue
entitled, "The Mark of a
Great Mind."

Our society has created an
image of what a great mind
is-an image composed
generally of years of study,
academic honors and
impressive "intelligence
quotient" scores. Young
people who successfully attain
this image win high praise,
make their families and
friends immensely proud, and
usually receive attractive
financial rewards from an
economic system which thrives
on their unique abilities.
Understandably, by the time
these young people step up to
receive life's prizes, most are
thoroughly convinced that all
they are given is richly
deserved-by virtue of their
demonstrably "great" minds.

I speak on this issue from
personal experience. What I,
as a summa cum laude
graduate, and all like me most
urgently need, however, is for
someone to point out that the
image of intellectual greatness
we have fulfilled simply isn't
accurate. The key contribution
of Mr. Schroeder's article for
me then is two-fold: it lists
nine attainments of the mind
that are infinitely more
important than learning or
academic honors to one who
wishes to be a successful
human, and in its description
of these attainments it
reminds that on these most
important "tests" I achieve at
a rather unenviable level. So I
thank Mr. Schroeder for his
demonstration of wisdom-the
most precious of alt"
attainments of the mind-and
I urge the readers to consider

the characteristics of a truly
great mind when encouraging
their children or choosing
their objects of admiration.

Jeffrey A. Lowery
Cambridge, Massachusetts

"Personal" Photograph

The new up-to-date picture
of Mr. Armstrong appearing
on the "Personal From" page
is lovely . Makes one feel he is
speaking directly to us, with
much sympathetic
understanding and concern.

Marcella Briggs
Des Plaines, Illinois

Suicide

I am a 14-year-old going to
Valley Forge Military
Academy. Your magazine has
helped guide me through some
hard times, especially your
article on suicide. Your
magazine helped me .to
understand what people are
thinking about suicide. It is a
major concern, in the teenage
population.

Tony Maas
Wayne, Pennsylvania

Australia

I have read "Australia The
Beautiful .. . Australia The
Condemned!" in the
July-August issue . David K.
Noller wrote an incisive and
poetic article.

When I visited Australia in
1961, as a young chemical
engineer, I met with the
Archbishop of Australia of the
Roman Catholic Church in
Canberra, and I told him that
I believe in the Second
Coming of the Messiah.

Thus, as a result of my visit
there, I was doubly interested
to read Mr. Noller's article,
and I was astounded and
reassured by his concluding
paragraph: "Jesus Christ, the
Messiah, and he alone will
save the Australian people and
their kindred worldwide from
total annihilation (Hos. 13:9).
He will return to earth as
King of kings and establish
God's government over all
nations. Only then will
Australia truly recover. Out of
the ruins Australia's full
potential will at last be
realized!"

Arthur L. Thomas
Greenwich, Connecticut
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Caught in aDebtTrap?
Nearly everyone today is engaged in a struggle to make ends meet. Well, here's help. Our

free booklet Ending Your Financial Worries explains the causes behind personal financial woes
and shows you how to solve your money p'roblems. For your copy, just mail the

card inside this issue or write to our office nearest you.
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