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PERSONAL FROM

'Blood,Sweat and rears'

T h is is a " bloo d,
sweat and tears"
talk with our read­

ers - with apologies to the
late Winston Churchill.

At Britain's darkest hour of
World War II, Prime Minister
Churchill's "blood, sweat and
tears" speech saved the nation.
It struck through to the hearts
of the British people. It moved
their emotions. Like an elec­
tric shock it gave them hope.
It stirred their determination,
aroused a willingness to suffer
any sacrifice or privation, that
their country might survive.

Today, as surely as Britain
faced the question of survival
then, all humanity faces the ques­
tion of SURVIVAL now - the sur­
vival of the human race!

We don't like to think about it.
We shrink from facing up to the
facts. I know that well! But there
is a story to be told about that,
and I propose to te ll it now .

Fifty-one years ago a tiny
handful of financially poor but
sober people did face up to it.
They volunteered to join me in a
"blood, sweat and tears" sacrifice
to do something about it. As time
went on, others caught the vision,
volunteered to join with them.

Now, in humanity's darkest
hour - with most of humanity
lethargically refusing to face up
to it - our deliverance is near.
Glorious victory is in sight;
humanity will be saved alive . The
peaceful, happy, prosperous, joy­
ful WORLD TOMORROW is soon to
dawn .

The world little realizes now,

but soon it will come to aston­
ished awareness of the fact that
these volunteers have had some­
thing vital to do with it.

Their unselfish sacrifice has
gone too long unnoticed. I feel it
is high time that I give full
acknowledgment and pay full
tribute to those to whom tribute
is due. They have made possible a
very remarkable thing - some­
thing never done before! It is
something that concerns every
reader of this magazine.

This magazine now has a vast
readership of nearly two million
people. Before this vast au dience
I want now to give public recogni­
tion for the loving service, often
at great personal sacri­
fice, given by a com­
paratively small army

God's work started small
and grew large! Left, the

Armstrongs do an early
radio broadcast. Right,
Mr. Armstrong tapes a

recent television program;
The World Tomorrow is
seen around the world.

of volunteers. They have made it
possible for YOU to hold this fine­
quality magazine in your hands
just now. They have also done far
more.

These are the loyal co-workers

who have made possible the
world's most powerful, most-lis­
tened-to broadcast - The World
Tomorrow . This program, 51
years on radio, and now on televi­
sion in nations around the world,
has a weekly audience of multiple
millions.

These same self-sacrificing vol­
unteers have made possible
Ambassador College, with its two
campuses of tone and character.

People often ask: "How can
you do it? How can you publish
such quality magazines of such
tremendous circulation, without
advertising revenue, and without
subscription price?"

So, since we receive such ques-

tions from many subscribers, it
seems fitting that the tribute I
wish to pay to this small army of
volunteers should, at the same
time, answer that very question.

When I say you cannot pay for
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Armstrong, you have don e won­
de rs!" I tried to te ll him I had
done nothing of the sort. But I
couldn't convince him. All he
could see was simply that I had

accomplished it. T he un see n
ha nds that made it possible were
not visi ble to his eyes. Too many
peo ple have been giving me credit

.for accomplis hment ove r entirely
too long a time. So it flashed to
my mind that I must make th is
publ ic ac know ledgment, and give
this publ ic recogn it ion where it is
due. N o - not j ust du e - far too
long overdue !

Som e time ago a lead ing news­
magazine mad e a statement to the
ge ne ra l effect tha t our only hope
for the survival of hu man life now
lies in the power of "a strong
hand from someplace." T ha t is
100 percent true. But very few
realize it.

You see, they were talki ng
abo ut an UNSEEN han d from
someplace. What people cannot
see, they usually cannot believe.
People see me, an d give me all the
credit.

Fifty-e ight years ago, my eyes
were opened to a good many seri­
ous, sobering things. I saw the
way humanity is drift ing. I saw,
even th en , the threat to human

you r own subscription - it has
already been pai d - I do so
because I do not like to use the
word f ree. In the strictest sense
nothing is free. That is why we
say, "Your su bscrip­
tion price h as been
paid."

O f course, SOMEONE
had to pay for it. Yet
we never charge YOU
- the reader. You
CANNOT pay for your
own. O ur mail-opening
staff is inst ructed to
return your mon ey if
you try.

This fac t be wilders
peo ple. NOONE ever
did any thi ng this way
before.

Do we t hen, some
ask, refuse to accept
contributions? Th e
frank answer is NO! The unselfish sacrifice of
But we DO refuse to co-workers has helped
ask the pu blic for con- make this great work
tri butions. T hat tiny possible. Right, mail
little family of volun- outside early office in
t r co-worke rs has Eugene, O~e. Above, '"!ail
ee Processmg Center IS a

grown thro ugh the huge operation today.
years. And candidly I
do tell t hem a bout financial
needs. BUT - WE EMPHATICALLY
DO REFUSE TO SOLICIT OR
REQUEST PEOPLE TO BE COM E
CO-WORKERS. Our expandi ng
family of co-wo rkers became so
VOLUNTARILY.

SO I repeat - thoug h no one,
eve n a co-worker, ca n pay for his
own subsc ri ptio n to this maga­
zine, it did cos t something to pro­
du ce an d put into readers' hands.
You r subscription price HAS BEEN
PAID - by these co-workers who
became co-workers VOLUNTARI­
LY, by their own choice!

Their t it hes and freewill offer­
ings make possi ble an astonishing
activity serving and he lping mul­
tiple millions of people all around
the world!

Let me be really personal, and
tell you how this month's " Per­
sonal" talk came with s uch
impact to my mi nd .

I was taking an important busi­
nessman on a tour of our Pasa­
dena campus. H e see me d quite
impressed with everyt hing.
People usually are . H e said, "Mr.
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existence. I read advance news
reports, proved to be reliable, of
the world's condition and trends.
I read also of the coming SOLU­
TION of world problems, by and

through this unseen strong
hand from someplace. I came
to "SEE" this "unseen hand."
And I was given to "SEE" the
challenge to awaken millions to
the urgency of the worl d crisis
- and to the 'glorious GOOD
NEWS of the happie r world of
peace just beyond.

A very small ha ndful of per­
sonal acq uaintances also recog­
nized the challenge an d the call
to becom e instruments of that
" unseen hand. " That " unseen
hand" has proved to be a very
steady, strong and powerful
han d .

This small numbe r of per­
sonal acquaintances were poor in
this world's goods, bu t rich in the
true values.

In a sense, they, with me, felt
"drafted" into this service - yet
they willingly VOLUNTEERED.

That was some 51 years ago,
early 1934. Seven years before,
early 1927, 1 had envisioned the
idea of the Plain Truth magazine.
At the time, I was living in Port­
land, O re. I even engaged a pro­
fessiona l letter-artist to design a
du m my front cover for a maga­
zine called The Plain Truth . I
wrote three or four articles ­
never act ua lly published, I be­
lieve, save one. But it was not
until seve n years , lat er that I was
able to prod uce Volume I, N um­
ber 1 of The Plain Truth. That
was the Fe bruary, 1934, issue. It
was a " homemade magazine"
done on a borrowed mimeograph.
T he stencils were cut on a bor­
rowed typewriter.

O n January 6, 1934, due to the
volunteered help of these few co­
workers, I was able to go on the
air with what became the World
Tomorrow program. It was a lit­
tle 100-watt radio station in
Eugene, Ore. The charge for time
- $2.50 per ha lf-hour program.
The station owner had set a price
lower than his operating cost for
th e ha lf hou r. Our tiny han dful of
co-workers were able, then, to
contribute only about $1.38 per



week between them. I plunged
ahead, taking the . rest on faith .
The program then was onl y once
a week. On the first four broad­
casts, I offered Th e Plain Truth ,
free, subscr ipt ion alread y paid .
How paid ? By these few volun­
teer co-workers.

Gradu all y others caught the
vision. It was then in the ver y
depth of the Great Depression.
Money was a scarce commodity.
T o e ven issue a handmade
mimeographed "magazine" and
pay $2.50 per week for broadcast
time meant a real "blood, sweat
and te ar s" sac rifice.

But we had a MISSION! There
was a tremendous PURPOS E! We
were sure we saw THE WAY to do
it - no set subscription pr ice for
The Plain Truth - no request
for contributions over the air. All
had to be given WITHO UT PRI CE!

Somehow those few self-sacr i­
ficing co-workers began to pros­
per. Even though they made seri­
ous se lf-sacri fice financiall y, their
economic condition graduall y im­
proved. It was almost as if it paid
th em to have a part in thi s
work!

In th ose early years, this work
faced a constant st ru gg le for sur­
vival. But gradually it grew ­
and grew - and multiplied in
power and scope. By 1942 we
were being heard nationall y in the
United States . In 1947 Arnbassa-

The Pla in Truth, one of the
world's finest and largest­

circulation magazines, is
free to all who request

it. The first Plain Truth was
printed on a borrowed

mimeograph, below. Right,
Mr. Armstrong inspects
50th-anniversary issue.

dor College was born. But not
without birth pan gs. For t wo
yea rs it was a fight for exis te nce .
Then a few people volunteered to
sen d in their life savings to hel p.
Those people prospered financial­
ly thereafter.

Gradually, as mo re and mo re
people have com e to recogni ze
the challenge - to realize thi s
great work offers th em an oppor­
tunity to have a part in ch anging,
and in the end ac tua lly sav ing , the
world - the number who have
volunteered to become co-work­
ers has increased .

But there is a rather amazing
factor here. Virtually ever y phase
of our operations increased sub­
stantially each year - save one
factor. That is th e number of co­
workers who make it possibl e.

It costs money to conduct this
work - more money each year.
And of course th at me ans the
income for the work fr om th ese
co -workers has increased each
yea r - for we do pay our bill s
and therefore our financial sta nd­
ing tod ay is quite st rong.

But - the incred ible thing is,
the increas e in th e number of co­
workers helping volunta ri ly with
us each year is less than the
increa se in expendit ures.

How can we account for an
increase each year in tithes and
contributions rec eived with only a
small increase in the number con-

t ribut ing? The answe r is surpr is­
ing ind eed! Those who volunteer
to have par t in this great work do
find that it PAYS - their personal
incomes, on th e whole, incr ease! I
do not mean in every case - but
as a whole!

How can we account for that'?
Well, the re is th at strong hand

from some place. If that unseen
hand does not exist, humanity
will not survive on earth another
25 yea rs ! I know whereo f I speak,
for no organization on ea rth has a
mor e knowledgeabl e grasp and
und erstand in g of world co ndi ­
t ions , t rends and cau ses t han
ours. W e know where this con ­
fused world is heading. It is sim­
ply NOT findin g any wor kabl e
solut ions for its major problems.

Bu t th e r e is th a t u n se en
STRONG HAND! There will be
supernatural in tervent ion to save
humanity alive. A nd th e revela­
t ion give n ma n k i nd b y t h e
Suprem e Person age that wields
th at st rong hand explai ns WHY
suc h a small incr ease in support­
ing co-workers can account for
the lar ge Increases in what they
prov ide.

Listen to a few excerpts from
th e revealed explanation: To our
ow n nations, He says: "Even from
th e days of your fath ers ye are
gone away from mine ordinances,
and have not kep t th em. Retu rn
unto me, and I will return un to

you, sa ith th e Lord of hosts.
But ye sa id, Wherein shall we
return '? " A nd He an swer s th e
qu est ioner s: " Wi ll a man ro b
God '? Yet ye have ro bbed me.
But ye say, W herein have we
ro bbe d thee ? In tit hes and
offe rings. Ye are cursed with a
cu rse: for ye have robbed me,
eve n thi s whole nati on . Bri ng
ye all the t ith es into the store­
house, that there may be meat
in mi ne house, and PROVE ME
NOW HEREWITH, sait h the ~

Lord of host s, if I will not open ~

you the win dows of heaven, ~
AND POU R YOU OUT A BLESS- ~

lNG, that there sha ll not be >::.

room eno ug h to receive it" ~
( Malac h i 3:7- 10, A ut ho rized ~
Ver sion ) . <3

Our C reato r and Ruler of ~
(Con t in ued on pa ge / 2) ~
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What Does

Do you know what is
the most universally
believed false doc­

trine in the Christian world?
That universally believed

false doctrine is that all
humanity is LOST - consigned
to an eternally burning hell ­
unless they "get saved" by
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By Herbert W_Armstrong

accepting Jesus-Christ as personal
Savior NOW!

They say that we, NOW, are in
the O)'lLY day of salvation - that
when Christ returns to earth the
door to salvation will be CLOSED!
Unless you are "saved" NOW, you
are LOST!

I once heard the world's most
famous evangelist tell a massive

audience (on television) that we,
now, are in the ONLY day of salva­
tion - that tomorrow may be too
late. Many are frightened into
"maki ng thei r decision for
Christ. "

That false belief implies that
when Jesus Christ returns in
supreme POWER and GLORY, He
will be helpless to save you! On



God's Holy Days are based on the agri­
cultural seas ons in Palestine. Pentecost, in
early summer, pictures the first , small har­
vest of thos e few being called by God at
this time - Go d 's firstfruits.

the contrary, God's Word says
Jesus is coming I) to restore the
government of God, setting up
the KINGDOM OF GOD, and 2) to
call ALL people still living to sal­
vat ion and eternal life.

What is the TRUTH?

God 's annual Sabbaths were
given to keep the true Church in
the true knowledge of our Mak­
er 's master plan.

The one original, yet perse­
cuted Church of God stands alone
in keeping these annual festivals.
And it alone has that basic
UN DE RSTANDING.

What, then, is the TRUTH that
the annual day of Pentecost, or
Feast of Fir stfruits, is given to
teach us?

It teaches us the very opposite
of what this world's "Christian­
ity" believes.

It teaches us that we of the
TRUE Church are the "FIRST­
FRUITS" ONLY - the FIRST to
receive salvation through ' Christ.
It teach es us that all others are
NOT YET CALLED. It teaches us
that, as Jesus said, "No ONE CAN
come to Me unless the Father
who sent Me draws him" (John
6:44) .

But isn 't God the Father des­
perately trying to draw all
humans NOW? Emphatically no!
- not yet! Was God unjust? No!
Never!

Notice what God did, right
after our first parents rejected
God a s their RUL ER, their
Revealer of knowledge and as '
their Savior with the gift of ever­
lasting life .

"Then the Lord God said, 'Be­
hold, the man has become like
one of Us, to know good and evil.
A nd now, lest he put out his
hand and take also of the tree of
life , and eat , and live forever ' ­
th erefore the Lord God sent him
out of the garden of Eden to till
the ground from which he was
taken . So He drove out the man ;
and He placed cherubim at the
east of the garden of Eden, and a

flaming sword which turned
every way, to guard the way to
the tree of life': (Genesis 3:22­
24) .

Thus , ALL MA NKI ND was
BARRED from access to God or
receiving eternal life - all but
the comparative FEW God would
sp ecially call for some perfor­
mance leading to the Kingdom of
God.

In effect, God said to MANKIND
through Adam and Eve:

" Y ou have made your own
decision. You have rejected me as
your God and your Ruler,
Revealer of knowledge and Sav­
ior. Therefore I have cut you and
the whole world that will spring
from you off from all contact
with me. Go and form your own
governments, your own religions,
your own production and dissemi­
nation of knowledge. However, I
shall reserve the prerogative to
specially call into my service such
as I shall choose, for a part in
preparing for the Kingdom of
God.

" O therwise, the world that will
develop from you is CUT OFF from
all contact with me for 6,000
years, when the Kingdom of God
shall be established, ruling ALL
NATIONS!"

Far from trying to get every
human saved spiritually during
the 6,000 years, God CUT OFF all
humanity - save the compara­
tive FEW He would specially
call.

THAT IS WHY Jesus said "No
one can come to Me" during this
6,000-year period except God the
Father specially calls them
(John 6:44) - and He has called
this very few not just for salva­
tion, but for a special service pre­
paring for the coming Kingdom
of God, as well.

After that 6,000 yea rs expires,
Jesus Christ will come again to
earth, thi s time in SUPREME
POWER AND GLORY, to set up '
GOD'S GOVER NM ENT on earth.

Satan shall be banished. Then,
during the seventh thousand
years, God will call EVERYBODY
then living.

And after the seventh millen­
nium, God will resurrect to mor­
tal life all the billions of people

who had not been called for spiri­
tual sa lvat ion.

Is God discriminating?

Those who have been called
have had to overcome Satan .
Those called later shall not.

WHY this difference ? We
might reason: Is God discriminat­
ing against us, who have to resist
and overcome Satan, when all
converted during the Millennium
will not ?

But there is no injustice with
God. Yet there is a DIFFERENCE!

THI NK ON THIS! God is calling
ONLY a comparative FEW now. Is
that an evil or a blessing? It is a
tremendous blessing, for, refer­
ring to God's Church for this
Church dispensation ONLY, Jesus
says: "And he that overcometh
[overcomes Satan and self and
the world], and keepeth my
works unto the end, to him will I
give power over the nations: and
he shall rule them with a rod of
iron" (Revelation 2:26-27, Au­
thori zed Ver sion) , and, "To him
who overcomes [Satan, the world
and self] I will grant to sit with
Me on M y throne" (Revelation
3:21 ).

Those promises pertain only to
those called before Christ 's
return . So some wanting to
accuse God might ask: "Isn't this
UNFAIR to those not called NOW?
They have no chance to know,
now , the joys of God's Holy Spir­
it. And they have no promise of
exalted position or power when
they are 'saved' later!"

Absolutely NO! There is no
injustice with God. I 'm sure those
NOT now called do not feel they
are discriminated against. They
don't want to be called. And as
for high and glorified position,
that is a responsibility, and I do
not know of anyone uncalled who
has an y sense whatever of dissat­
isfaction because he may not have
such exalted position in the world
TOMORROW, ruled by the King­
dom of God.

But nevertheless, this is an ~
interesting point. Those called ~
now do have Satan, Satan 's world ~

and their own human nature to ~

overcome - and that requires ~
effort, self-denial and willpower, ~
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which most humans would not
want to pay.

Highest positions
already allotted

But wh at about th ose who
shall be called for the first time,
and converted , after Ch rist
returns? Shall they not have any
opportunity to inherit a high and
loft y position ?

Probabl y the highest and most
lofty position s in both Church
and State in the world to come
already have been allo tted .

We kn ow that each of the orig-

inal 12 apos t les will be ruler over
one of the 12 nati on s springing
from th e 12 tribes of Isr ael. W e
kn ow th at David will be king over
them and those under th em. We
may well ass u me th at A braham
will have even a higher position .
Those are not only the hig hest
hon or s - but they are likewise
the highest and most demanding
re sp on sibilities.

Probabl y the chief seats o f
aut ho r ity in the wo rld tomorrow
ruled by the KI NGDOM OF G OD
will be already filled at Christ's
coming. But, during th e thousand

6 The GOO D NEWS

years, population (human ) · will
increase and new position s in gov­
ern ment and in spirit ua l ad mi nis ­
trati on wi ll increase. Also, in the
Great White Thron e Judgment
late r.

Called to more than
salvation

But for us now, it is imperative
that we understand th at th ose
CALLED and inducted by God into
Hi s Church NOW ha ve been
called for MORE THAN JUST SPIRI­
TUA L SA LVATION AND THE GIFT
OF ETERNA L LI FE. W e are ca lled,

every on e of us, for a PART In

preparing for the Kin gdom of
G od!

For our part now , in thi s pres­
ent "Philadelphia era," each of
you is called for the mi ssio n of
loy ally backing up th e GRE AT
COMMISSION of proclaiming the
true Gosp el to the wh ole world ­
and one important thing mor e:
When Jesu s comes to RULE, Hi s
wife THE CH URCH will have made
herself re ad y - to be holy and
without blemish , not havin g spot
or wrinkle or any such thing. And
we in the Church as a who le

HAVE NOT ATTAINED FULLY TO
THAT HOLY STATURE AS YET.

A nd our wo rk is not finis he d
un t il we do allow G od to bring us
unitedly to th at sta te - read y to
leave this wo rld of flesh and blood
and to enter an entirel y NEW
WORLD - th e Church made
immorta l, composed of SPIRIT!
Our job to whi ch God has ca lled
us is far from fini shed!

God 's Church made ready

I kn ow God call ed me to re ­
es tablish on ea r th Hi s GOVERN­
MENT and to pr ocl aim wo rldw ide
th e GREAT COMMISSION - the
anno uncement of the now immi­
nent KINGDOM OF GOD.

All th at has been my job since
con vers ion in 1927 - and th at
job is not ye t fini shed .

(A ltho ug h we have no way of
kn owing HOW FA R we must reach
peopl e in all parts of th e wo rld,
G od does not exp ect us to reach
eve ry human on ea rt h wit h Hi s
message, and we may be much
closer to accomplishing wh at He
expects th an we think.)

But my e ff o r t s as C h r ist 's
apos t le have also be en heavil y
d e voted to pr epar in g God 's
Church - th e spi ri t ual T emple
to which C hrist will co me.

The livin g C hrist as H EAD of
thi s Church has been using H is
c hos e n a pos t le t o se t HI S
C HURC H on G OD'S track !

I could write much mor e along
this line, but I want to leave th at
thought with you now .

As we come to G od 's Feas t of
Firstfruits ( Pe ntecos t) - M ay 26
thi s year - let us be ar for cibly in
mind we in God 's Church must
be MADE READ Y - fo r J esu s
C hris t is coming SOON - and we
are NOT YET FULLY READY to be
inst antly cha nged and ca ug ht up
to meet our Lord as H e co mes in
clouds!

You need th e important infor­
mati on in our free booklet Pagan
H oliday s - or God 's H oly Day s
- Which ? It ex plains in det ail a il
of G od's annua l festi vals, wha t ~
th ey me an and how to keep th em. ~
For your co py of th is booklet , ~

mail th e literature request enve - ':
lop e in this issu e or write to our i
add ress near est you. 0 it



By Jerold W. Aust

Pentecost
in God's

Master Plan
Pentecost , the Feast of

Firstfruits , one of
God 's seven annual

Hol y D a ys , p ictures an
important st e p in God's
master plan of salvation!

This Holy Day helps ex­
plain the different times when
sa lvation will be offer ed to dif­
ferent segments of mankind .

God's two harve sts

God's annua l Holy Days are
laid out accordi ng to th e seasons
in Palest ine . A nd G od uses two
har vest s of Palestine to sy mbolize
His two separat e harvest s of all
human lives. The earlier, much
smaller har vest begins with Pen­
tecost, and t he latter, much larger
har vest begin s wit h th e Feast of
T ab ernacl es and ends wit h
t he Last G reat
Day.

Yo u nee d to
be co nce r ne d
wit h this ear­
lier harvest. It
is be ing plant­
ed r ight now .
W e'll use one
of Jesus ' par­
a b les t o help
exp la in : "A n­
ot he r pa rabl e
He put forth to
t he m , sayi ng :
'T he k ing do m
of he a ven is

like a man who sowed good see d
in his field; but while men slept,
his enemy ca me and sowed tar es
amo ng the wheat and went his
way' " (Matthew 13:24- 25).

In this parable Jesu s lik en s
G od 's plan of sa lvat ion to a ph ys­
ical harvest of grain or wh eat.

"His di sciples came to Him,
saying, 'Explain to us the par abl e
of th e tares of the field .' He
answered and sa id to them: 'He
who sows the good seed is the Son
of Man. The field is the world,
the good seeds are the sons of the
kingd om , but th e tares are the
sons of the wicked one. The ene­
my who sowed them is the d evil ,
th e harvest is the end of th e age,
and the re apers are the angels.
Therefore as the tares are gath­
ered and burned in the fire, so it
will be at th e end of this age' "
(ve rses 36-40) . God is in th e pr o-

cess of plant­
ing good se ed
now. He is ca ll­
ing thou sands
through thi s
work th at is
presently being
done through
the W orldwide
Church of God .
And th ou sands
are respond ing

Wheat (left) and
tares (right).
Go d 's w hea t will
be revealed at
Christ's return.

to th at ca lling. He may be plant­
ing in you.

But S at an is not id le. He, too,
is planting his tar es amo ng th e
wheat in G od ' s field - thi s
world . It's crit ica l to determine
whether we are wh eat or tares.

T ares look like wh eat. A tar e is
sha ped like a wheat stock and
head , but its co nte nt is dw ar fed at
best or non exist en t. When tar es
sprout wit h wh eat, th ey look sim­
ilar. Eve n afte r t hey are both
grow n, fro m a short d ist an ce it is
di ffi cult to dist ingui sh between
th em . But to th e discerning eye,
th e differ en ce is obvious .

G od always knows the di ffer­
ence between his "wheat" and th e
" ta res" of Satan 's world. God 's
peopl e are kn own by their good
fru its ( Matthew 7: 16, 20).

Many called , b u t f e w c ho sen

Jesu s C hrist sa id th at man y are
call ed but few are chosen ( Mat­
th ew 22 :14). G od 's ea rl ie r, sma ll­
er harvest will be made up of th e
rel at ively few people wh o are tru­
ly submitt ing to G od today.

The vas t majority of peopl e
who have ever lived will have
th eir cha nce for sa lvat ion during
th e Millennium and th e Great
White Thron e Judgment , sy m­
bol ized by th e Feast of T aber­
nacl es and the Last Great Day.
This will be the great fall harv est.

To most of th e world, th e day
of Pentecost rem ain s a myst er y.
But yo u a re being giv en the
ch ance to underst and now . This
da y of Pentecost re presents your
turn in God 's mast er plan of har ­
vestin g all human lives. You , too,
can help decl ar e to a blinded
world th e truth of God .

Notice th e fantastic meani ng
th e day of Pentecost has for th ose
ca lled now: " Blessed and holy is
he who has part in th e firs t resur­
recti on . Over such the second
death has no power, but th ey [of
the ea rly harvest, sym bolized by
Pentecost tod ay] sha ll be priest s
of G od and of Christ , and sha ll ~

reign with Him a th ou sand yea rs" ~

( Reve lat ion 20:6) . ~

The amazing meaning of Pen- :
tecost is now revealed to you. g
What is your next move goin g to '~
be ? 0 ~
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What
Was Jesus Like

asa
Human?

Don't be too sure you know! Here is an accurate
description, straight from the Bible.

- By Clayton D. Steep

I t may come as a sur­
prise to some that the
sad, long-haired, weak­

looking Jesus portrayed in
most pictures with a white
robe and a halo is not the
Jesus of the Bible!

The pic tu res and stat ues
depi ct "ano t he r J esu s" ( II
Corinthians 11:4) !

Ther e is no sing le passage of
S crip ture g iv ing a co m p le te
description of J esu s the man . Bu t
ma ny scattered verses allow us
glim pses of H im as He really was .
Here are some of t hem.

Be sure to look these verses up
in your own Bibl e. A na lyze th em
and ask yourself if you have en­
vis io ned Jesu s as H e r e a ll y
was.

Jesus th e man

J esu s was not especially hand­
so me (Isaia h 53: 2). H e co u ld
wal k rig ht throug h a crowd with­
o u t be in g recog n ized ( L uke
4:30) . Judas had to poi nt H im out
wit h a kiss ( Matthew 26:48-49) .
Hi s hair was short (see acco mpa­
nying box), but th ere is a possib il-
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it y H e had a b ea rd (Isaia h
50:6) .

J esu s was the elder br other to
several you nger brothers and sis­
ters (Matthew 13:55-56). As a
chi ld H e was exceptionally brigh t
(Luke 2:46-47) ; as an adult H e
amazed the scho lars of His day
(John 7:15).

He was no physica l weakling .
Since J esus was a car pente r
(Mark 6:3), Hi s hands must have
been callou sed and Hi s shoulders
big. As there were no elec t r ic
tools back the n, sawi ng and d rill ­
ing we re don e by hand . T his was
hard work . A physically weak
pe rson could not su rvive the
Rom an sco urge (Mark 15:15) , or
fast for 40 days and the n go on to
win the most decisive battl e of all
time, with S at an himself ( Mat­
th ew 4:1-11 ).

The Bible indi cat es J esu s had
Hi s ow n hou se in C apernau m
(Mark 2:1, Matthew 13:36, 57)
- He was not a dest itu te vaga­
bond. An d H is hou se was large
enoug h to hold qui te a few people
(the fact th at J esu s' fami ly was
"outs ide" means th e group of
peo ple t ha t He was address ing
was inside the hou se - Matthew

12:46, 13:1). Being a carpenter,
He could have bu ilt it H imsel f.

J esu s was famil ia r with t he
way s of wild animals and plants
(Matthew 6:26-30), as well as the
principles of agriculture ( M at­
thew 13:1 -43 ) and caring for
domest ic animals (John 10:1-5 ,
Luke 13: 15, 14:5) . By observing
the element s, He knew wh at kind
of wea ther to expect (Matt hew
16:2-3) .

T anned by the Judean su n,
J esu s was acc usto me d to walking
long d is t an c es unti l He was
sweaty an d thirsty and weary
(John 4:6-7) . T he re were no
doubt times when it was neces­
sa ry du ring H is travels to sleep
out under the sta rs or wherever
she lte r co uld be found (Matthew
8:20) .

A man of many facets

T hose w ho imagine on ly a
" gent le J esu s, meek and mild"
have forgotten how He twice
chased the money changers out of
the Temple (John 2: 13- 17, M ark
11:15-17) . Du mping their money
on the floor , He pushed over their
tables and u pse t the ir chairs .
While the flabbergasted money



Roman emperors Caesar Augustus (left)
and Trajan (right) both wore short hair,
and they set the standard in personal
appearance for the empire. The Bible says
it is a shame for a man to have long hair.

Did Jesus Have
LongHair?

changers scrambled to get out of
His way , Jesus used a small whip
to drive out the frightened oxen
and bleating sheep.

The same eyes in which the
money changers saw the fire of
righteous anger flash (John 2: 17)
overflowed on other occasions
with tears of tenderness and sor­
row (John II :35, Isaiah 53:3).
Jesus was full of compassion
(Matthew 9:36) .

He was fond of children (Mark
10 :15-16), and children were
fond of Him (Matthew 21:15) .
He loved to be with people (Mark
6:34, Luke 9: I 1) and to serve
them (Act s 10 :38) . But He
always managed to get away by
Himself so He could maintain
contact with His Father in heaven
(Matthew 14:22-23) .

Jesus understood the poor
(Luke 21:1-4) and the rich (Luke
12:13-34). He comprehended the
problems of the laborer as well as
the employer (Matthew 20 :1-16).
He knew the true principles of
economics and how to handle
wealth (Matthew 23:23 , Luke
19: 12-26) . And He paid taxes,
too (Matthew 17:24-25, 22: 17­
21). Jesus ate with publicans and
sinners (Matthew 9: I0-11) and
with Pharisees (Luke 7:36) . He
knew how to conduct Himself in
any social situation. He dressed
well. His clothing was of such val­
ue that Roman soldiers gambled
for it (Matthew 27 :35).

It was at a wedding celebration
of a well-to-do family that Jesus
performed His first miracle. They
had drunk all the wine. So Jesus
changed water into more wine ­
perhaps 100 to 150 gallons of it
(John 2: I-II). Jesus enjoyed
good food and good drink (Luke
7:33-34) . But He always exer­
cised perfect self-control.

Jesus had a powerful , loud
voice that could be heard by mul­
titudes long before microphones
were invented (Matthew 15: I0).
When it was appropriate He
spoke with a note of humor (Luke
13:32, Mark 3: 17).

Jesus loved life and lived it
abundantly . But He never let
anything or anybody interfere
with proclaiming the Gospel of
the Kingdom of God and doing

His Father's will (Matthew 6:33,
John 15: I0) .

A dynamic example for us

Jesus of Nazareth - God in
the flesh - a teacher, a depend­
able friend, a warm, well-bal­
anced, dynamic person .

Priests, harlots , businessmen,

Short ha ir for men has been with
us far longer than most realize. It was
the dominant, accepted mode for men
in the time of Jesus Christ.

Pick up any good, illustrated his­
tory book on the period and you will
see the evidence: All statues of
Roman legionnaires show them with
closely cropped hair. A Roman with
long hair was an oddity.

All the Roman emperors before,
during and after the time of
Christ, from Julius Caesar to
Trajan, wore short hair. And
the emperor set the pattern in
style and mode of dress for the
whole empire.

Before the coming of the
Romans, the Hellenistic Greek
culture dominated the eastern
Mediterranean area, and Judea
by no means escaped. Even in
Christ's day, a large segment of
the Jewish population was
Greek-speaking and Hellenistic
in outlook (John 12:20, Acts
6: I). The Greek Hellenistic
style for men was to wear the
hair short.

What about the non-Hellenistic
Jews? The Jewish Talmud, which is
anti-Hellenistic, states that all priests
should have their hair cut once every
30 days . These Jews were aware of
the statement in Ezekiel 44:20: "Nor
shall they shave their heads, nor let
their hair grow long."

Statues and other reproductions of
Jewish men from Christ's period
again point to short hair as the
style.

Some have mistakenly assumed
that Christ was under a Nazirite vow.
This was not the case.

Jesus Christ came from Nazareth.
The early Christians were sometimes
called Nazarenes . But neither of

lepers, children, Roman soldiers,
Jews, Samaritans, widows, rulers
of the synagogue, sinners - He
was loved by some, hated by
some, feared by some, respected
by all. In every circumstance of
His varied life He obeyed the
laws of His Father, setting an
example for us to follow . 0

these words has anything to do with a
Nazirite vow . Notice that Jesus
dr ank wine (Matthew II: 19) . He also,
on occasion, touched a dead body
(Matthew 9:25) . Both these actions
were forbidden to anyone under a
Nazirite vow (Numbers 6:3, 6).

Now I Corinthians II: 14 becomes
clear: "Does not even nature itself
teach you that if a man has long hair,
it is a dishonor to him ?"

Those under a Nazirite vow let
their hair grow long as a token of
humiliation. It was a shame. Notice,
too, that as soon as the time period of
the Nazirite vow was over, the one
who Undertook the vow was to shave
his head (Numbers 6:18)! .

No, Jesus did not have long hair. ,~
He looked like any other normal Jew .,
of His day. On a number of occasions o.~
He was able to pass through crowds
because He looked just like an yone ~

else (Luke 4:30, John 8:59, 10:39). I
Judas had to use a special sign, a kiss,
to point out to Jesus' enemies which ~

~one He was (Matthew 26:48-49) .
Judas would not have had to do this if ~
Jesus had looked any different from ;,;
the average Jew of His day . 0 ~
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WhatDo16uMean

~In Jesus'Name'?
Jesus gave His followers the special privilege

of using His name, and we must use it properly!

By John A. Halford

Ambassadors f o r Christ

"InJesus' name."
You've seen th at of-

t en - probabl y too
ofte n. It is one of the most
ove rus ed - and misunder­
s tood - of the religiou s­
sounding phrases th at are so
casu all y used today.

Sometimes people writ ing in to
one of our offices request ing liter­
ature will sign their letters " in
Jesus' name. " Others put it on
greeting cards or other casual
correspondence. They mean no
harm, of course. They probabl y
th ink th at they are demonstrating
thei r faith and belief in Jesus
Christ.

But stop and think about it a
moment. What does "in Jesus'
name" mean?

What's in a name?

When you do anything in
so meo ne el se 's name, yo u' r e
doing it in his stead, or by his
authority .

For instance, I had to send my
passport to an embassy in Wash­
ington, D.C. to obtain a visa . I
was not able to pick it up person­
ally. But a passport is an impor­
tant document, and the embassy
was not about to hand it over to
j ust anyo ne who asked for it.

So I had to give a friend a let­
ter giving him permission to pick
up the passport "in my nam e" ­
that is, in my stead, but with my
authority.

A name, then, is very impor­
tant. And God's name is the most

10 The GOOD NEWS

important name of all. The third
of the 10 great commandments
warns that we must never take
the name of God in vain (Exodus
20 :7) .

Strange, isn 't it , how
television and film cen ­
sors who insist that cer­
tain four-letter words
a r e removed from
scr ipts don 't blink an
eye when th e names of
God and Jesus Christ
a re bandied about as
expletives?

A Chri stian , of
course, would not make
that mistake. That kind
of blasphemy belongs
firmly in the past. But
even Christians can be
guilty of taking the
Lord 's name in vain
(that is, for no good
purpose) if they get into the habit
of using it too casually .

When you write to a friend, or
even write to us for free litera­
ture, are you really doing it in
Jesus ' name? No. It is in your
own name, on your behalf and on
your own authority . You don 't
need Jesus' permission to do it.

A letter trul y representing
Jesus Christ , coming from one
who has the office and authority
to write it, is a different matter.
Paul wrote his epistles " in Jesus'
name." These letters from an
apost le to the Church had the full
authority of God - they were to
be taken seriously. They weren 't
casual correspondence. On the

other hand, there is little cau se
for the average person to write
" in Jesus' name" - most of our
regular correspondence just does

not need to carry that weight of
authority.

"Well , OK," you might say,
"but wh at about Colossi an s
3:17?" There Paul wrote, " A nd
what ever you do in word or deed,
do all in th e name of the Lord
Jesus."

Paul obviously didn 't mean
th at ever ything you do and ever y­
thing you say had to literally be
labeled "in Jesus' name." That
would bec om e ridiculous. S o ,
wh at did he me an ? ~

~
e

~

Paul understood that when ~
God call s someone out of this ~
world to prepare in thought , word ~



and deed for life in the world
tomorrow, that person has a
heavy responsibility. He must no
longer live the way he previously
lived , according to the cu stoms
and life-styles of this world . He
must now set an example - by
following the example of Christ.
In a very real sense, God's people
represent Him.

Paul showed that a Christian is
an ambassador for Christ (II
Corinthians 5:20) . That carries a
responsibility . An ambassador
represents his government in a
foreign country. He must repre­
sent the values, standards, poli­
cies, politics and attitudes of his
country. It is the same with an
ambassador for Christ.

When Jesus Christ was on
earth He did not just represent
Himself. "I have come in My
Father's name," He explained
(John 5:43) .

When people asked Jesus what
God was like, He replied, "He
who has seen Me has seen the
Father" (John 14:9) . He was not
saying that He was physically
identical to His Father in heaven .
He meant : "If you have seen the
way I act, watched the way I do
things, observed the laws I keep
and the way I handle my life ,
then you have seen what God is
like." It was a massive responsi­
bility Jesus took seriously.

It is now a responsibility that
Jesus Christ has given to those
called to follow Him. He told His
disciples, "If anyone loves Me, he
will keep My word; and My
Father will love him, and We will
come to him and make Our home
with him" (John 14:23).

Jesus said He would commit
Himself to helping someone who
had accepted the responsibility to
live by the Word of God. It was
another way of saying that He
would live in or through them".

They would not necessarily
have to go out preaching the Gos­
pel, feeding 5,000, walking on
water, healing lepers or the other
things that Jesus literally did.
God has not called most of His
people to do that at this time.
Most live fairly ordinary lives.
But whatever sort of life you live,
you must live it as if Jesus Christ

were living it. You must repre­
sent the laws and attitudes of God
in your dail y life.

What a tragedy that so many
millions who claim to be Chris­
tians represent Christ by killing,
stealing, cheating and lying. In
Northern Ireland two peoples,
both claiming to believe in Jesus
Christ, bomb, kill and maim each
other. In the Middle East Chris­
tian groups commit acts of terror­
ism. In many countries political
parties put the word Christian
into their names, but then pro­
ceed to wheel and deal, politic
and fight just as dirty as anyone
else. And all "in Jesus' name."

But a true Christian must real­
ly represent Jesus Christ and the
standards and values of the King­
dom of God, of which Christ is
the soon-coming King. That is
why Paul instructed us, "What­
ever you do in word or deed, do
all in the name of the Lord Jesus"
(Colossians 3: 17). It is not a
responsibility to take lightly.

How you should use
Jesus' name

There is one way we all should
use the name of Jesus Christ reg­
ularly - when we pray.

Just before Jesus was crucified,
He gave His true followers a spe­
cial privilege.

Jesus had a special link with
God. When He needed some­
thing, whether it was a small coin
to pay the Temple tax or enough
bread to feed a multitude, all He
had to do was to ask, and God
supplied what was needed. He
didn 't need to make long, ritualis­
tic prayers like the religious lead­
ers of the day did. He just asked.
So the disciples came to depend
upon Jesus Christ's contact with
heaven. But now He was going
away.

So He explained to them that
they, too , could have that same
contact with God. "Whatever you
ask the Father in My name He
will give you," He stated (John
16:23-24) .

Think what this means. You
might be a nobody, but if you had
a letter from the leader of your
country giving you authority to
use his name, it would gain you

access to some of the most impor­
tant and powerful men on earth.

Jesus Christ has given you the
privilege of using Hi s name. Next
to the name of the Father Him­
self, Jesus' name is the most
important name in all the uni­
verse (Philippians 2:9) . Jesus has
immediate access to the Father.
He can, so to speak, "get in to see
Him" anytime. The great Being
who rules this universe always has
time to listen to Jesus Christ.

Jesus gave His people permis­
sion to use His name so that they
could also go and talk to the
Father.

You will be heard

God does not hear every
prayer. He does not waste time
listening to halfhearted, empty,
vain repetitions or endless formal
chants. He is not impressed with
pious-sounding but empty
phrases. He is not going to have
His mind swayed by massed
choirs or a babble of tongues . He
can 't be forced to act by people
beating themselves with whips or
risking their lives handling ser­
pents or dancing on hot coals, as
some seem to think.

But the quiet, sincere, fervent,
unselfish prayer of a humble per­
son who comes to Him confident­
ly in Jesus' name - that God
will listen to .

You can't see God or Jesus
Christ - yet. But they are alive.
And when you kneel before God's
throne it is as if Jesus Christ, sit­
ting at His right hand, nods
approvingly. He knows who you
are. And He has given you the
right to ask whatever you want in
His name.

God will hear. The answer to
your prayer may not be an imme­
diate "yes." Sometimes the
answer is "wait." Sometimes the
answer even has to be "no." But
God will listen. Your prayer will
not be ignored, and you will have
the right to go back before that
throne of power and grace to seek
God's help at any time.

That is the very special privi­
lege of those who have been per­
mitted to use the name of Jesus
Christ.

Guard it carefully. 0
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PERSONAL
(Continued from page 3)

the universe CHALLENG ES us to
PROVE HIM - He makes a prom­
ise! He says put Him to the test!
He PROMISES to prosper those
who tithe to His work.

Again, Jesus' words: "GIvE,
and it will be given to you: good
measure, pressed down, shaken
together, and running over"
(Luke 6:38).

And further, the apostle Paul:
"He who sows sparingly will also
reap sparingly, and he who sows
bountifully will also reap bounti­
fully. So let each one give as he
purposes in his heart, not grudg­
ingly or of necessity; for God
loves a cheerful giver. And God is
able to make all grace abound
toward you, that you , always hav­
ing all sufficiency in all things,
have an abundance for every good
work" (II Corinthians 9:6-8) .

We know that we have been
given a very great mission. That
mission is to awaken a drowsy,
lethargic humanity to the fact its
WRONG WAYS are leading all
'humanity into a crisis that would
mean the extinction of human life
if the almighty God did not come
to our rescue.

We have been called to pro­
claim to the world, as a witness,
THE FACT that the Creator IS
ALSO THE RULER OVER HIS
CREATION - that humanity as a
whole has transgressed His laws
and therefore brought on itself all
the accumulated evils that now
exist in this world. We have been
assigned to proclaim the very
IMMINENT coming of the great
Messiah in TOTAL supernatural
POWER and GLORY to set up THE
GOVERNMENT OF GOD over all
nations, and to bring this unhap­
py world PEACE at last!

I have said these co-workers
volunteered. In a technical sense,
if one understands, that is not
entirely true. That is, it is not ALL
of the truth!

For the whole truth is, that
"unseen strong hand" is, literally,
the living Jesus Christ who gave
His life's blood to pay the penalty
of the transgressions of the world,
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and who was raised from the dead
- and is alive, in POWER, eter­
nally. It is H E who guides and
directs this great work.

Of that fact, we who know the
facts have seen so much evidence
over the years that it is no longer
a question.

And this same Jesus, during
His human lifetime, said of His
disciples, "You did not choose
Me, but I chose you" (John
15:16). In a sense, those having a
part in this great work with and
under the living Christ have been
drafted. But it is not a compulso­
ry draft. Except for a full-time
special mission, each individual
makes his own decision. "And
whoever desires, let him take the
water of life freely" (Revelation
22 :17) .

Therefore, our co-workers, of
their own free will , made their
own decision, unasked, unsolic­
ited, by me or any in this work.
Even though called and chosen by
that unseen strong hand, which
they may not have realized, they
did volunteer to accept, to have a
part in changing and saving the
world, under the living Christ!

We know that we are merely
poor human instruments in the
work of the almighty God, pre­
paring the WAY! Even now, this
work is changing the lives of
thousands every year . Soon ,
under the world-ruling govern­
ment of God, it will finally result
in not only CHANGING THE
WORLD, but also in SAVING THE
WORLD!

And THAT is why this work had
to start so small! Whatever God
does through humans must start
the very smallest, and then grow
BIG! THAT is why it has grown so
surely and steadily to worldwide
impact and power! THAT is why a
relatively small annual increase of
co-workers have been prospered
so that their contributions have
increased so enormously!

It was truly a "blood, sweat
and tears" struggle in the early
years. It still is, today. But will­
ingness of co-workers to suffer
sacrifice was rewarded not only
financially , but spiritually, social­
ly and in other ways.

I cannot, in this "Personal"

article, give acknowledgment and
credit by naming those I wish to
honor. They have grown from a
mere dozen into thousands. Only
a tiny percentage of those who
enjoy reading The Plain Truth
pay the entire production cost.
And they do far more - they
finance the World Tomorrow
program - they pay the operat­
ing costs of the campuses of
Ambassador College and all the
other GOOD THI NGS being done
through this work.

This work, worldwide though it
has grown, has never been able to
quit struggling for survival. It
still is a daily struggle that the
income meet the needs. We have
to struggle constantly with the
budget. We dare not let it exceed
income. We have to struggle to
find new ways to make every dol­
lar go further - to give greater
SER VI CE to larger numbers of
people.

I have intended this month 's
"Personal" to be an acknowledg­
ment and a tribute to our co­
workers.

At the same time I have meant
it to be a frank, yet simple and
straightforward EXPLANAnON to
all other Good News readers .

It is NOT intended as a solici­
tation. We want NO · ONE to feel
obligated. Rather, that YOU favor
US, and we are indebted to YOU,
when you allow us to give and to
serve. For then ours is the greater
blessing, for Jesus said, "It is
more blessed to GIVE than to
receive" (Acts 20:35).

Yet to say that we would not
welcome other volunteers who
wish to have a part with our fam­
ily of co-workers would be
untrue. We would not deny any
that privilege, but rejoice in wel­
coming them with open arms.

Paradoxically, as this work
struggles to survive - and to
GROW in scope and power - it
does so to WARN a world whose
greatest problem is SURVIVAL ­
yet we are the only voice on earth
with the GOOD NEWS of HOW
THIS WORLD WILL SURVIVE ­
AND OF THE HAPPY WORLD
TOMORROW! Our co-workers and
I THANK YOU for allowing us
to serve and GIVE! 0
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There doesn't seem to be
any reference to baptism in
the Old Testament. Where did
John the Baptist get the cere­
mony of baptism?

One of the greatest miracles of
the Old Testament was a forerun­
nerand type of what true baptism
pictures today. It was the Exodus
of Israel out of Egypt.

In I Corinthians 10:11, God
reveals that these Old Testament
events occurred to be examples to
Christians. Now read verses 1-2:
"Moreover, brethren, I do not
want you to be unaware that all
our fathers were under the cloud,
all passed through the sea, and
were baptized into Moses in the
cloud and in the sea."

The word here translated "bap­
tized" means "immersed" or
"plunged into." Let's understand
the full meaning of this event.

Israel had just come out of cap­
tivity in Egypt. God said that He
was going to bring them up out of
that land of oppression - that
pagan land of strange customs
and evil ways. So God sent Moses
to deliver them from their bond­
age in that land of sin.

Israel was in sin, living the
wrong way . And God set His
hand to deliver them.

After Israel's Exodus from
Egypt , God brought them to
encamp "beside Pi Hahiroth,
before Baal Zephon" (Exodus
14:9). To Israel's amazement,
they found themselves trapped,
with the Egyptians closing in on
them. The only way of escape was
through the Red Sea.

When Israel saw Pharaoh's
army pursuing them, they be­
came filled with fear (verse 10).
But Moses assured them, saying:
" 'Do not be afraid . Stand still,
and see the salvation of the
Lord . . .. ' Then Moses stretched
out his hand over the sea; and the
Lord caused the sea to go
back ... and made the sea into
dry land, and the waters were
divided . So the children of Israel
went into the midst of the sea"

(Exodus 14:13,21-22). This type
of "immersion" was a veritable
grave, and Pharaoh and his men
all perished in it. For Pharaoh
was still in sin and therefore was
doomed (Romans 6:23).

Israel went through the Red
Sea, picturing the death of that
former way of life - then, com­
ing up out of that grave by God's
grace, they were to enter a new
way of life, a promised land .

And so in the New Testament
God also requires Christians to
crucify the old man, the former
way, and to come up out of a
watery grave and into a better
way of life (Colossians 2:12) .

Israel's baptism was only a
type. That baptism was under the
Old Covenant, a physical agree­
ment with physical ordinances
and material rewards. But notice
what God says about the New
Covenant: "This is the covenant
that I will make with them after
those days, says the Lord : I will
put My laws into their hearts, and
in their minds I will write them"
(Hebrews 10:16).

But what about John? Where
did he get his authority? How did
he know and understand the prin­
ciple of baptism?

Answer: John had been taught
those examples from childhood,
for his parents were righteous
before God (Luke 1:6) . God ,
through the power of His Spirit,

. revealed to John the principle of
baptism - that a people had to
be prepared to hear the message
of the soon-coming Messiah.

Repentant sinners needed to
prove their repentance by an out­
ward sign, as Israel did under
Moses. That's why John saw in
Scripture that the original cross­
ing of the Red Sea by a whole
nation was a type of what each
individual ought to do - be
immersed, or baptized, in water.

In I Samuel 15:3, God com­
manded Saul to "go and
attack Amalek, and utterly
destroy all that they have, and
do not spare them. But kill

both man and woman, infant
and nursing child, ox and
sheep, camel and donkey."
Why did God have to deal so
harshly with these people?

God said: "All who behave
unrighteously, are an abomina­
tion to the Lord your God.
Remember what Amalek did to
you [Israel] on the way as you
were coming out of Egypt, how
he met you on the way and
attacked your rear ranks, all the
stragglers at your rear, when you
were tired and weary; and he did
not fear God" (Deuteronomy
25 :16-18) .

Notice how harsh and unfair
the Amalekites were. They
waited until their enemy was
extremely weak, and even then,
they attacked from behind, kill­
ing the laggers one by one.

But why did God slay all of the
Amalekites? Surely some must
have been righteous. If so, why
didn 't God spare them?

Let's fake another example,
that of Sodom and Gomorrah. In
Genesis 18:23-32, Abraham
asked God if He would spare
those sinful cities if as few as 10
righteous people could be found
in them. God said yes.

The same principle applies to
the Amalekites. God may have
spared the Amalekites if there
had been even 10 among them
who were righteous. But there
wasn't one innocent person
among them!

But understand God's plan.
Are these people lost forever?
No!

They will be resurrected to
mortal flesh and given a chance to
live under God's government
(Revelation 20: 12). If they then
repent and obey God, they will be
given eternal life as members of
His Family. God put these people
out of their misery, realizing that
He would later resurrect them
and give them their first real
chance for salvation.

How merciful is God (Psalm
103:1-18)! 0
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keep through Your name those
whom You have given Me, that
they may be one as W e are... . I
have given them Your word; and
the world has hated them because

-enomman
Church for no such purpose. In
His final prayer for His one
Church , Jesus prayed:

"I pray for them. I do not pray
for the world . . . Holy Father,

By Herman L. Hoeh

Is Christ divided?
There are hundreds of
denominations in
Christendom - and
many other little
groups and sects. Why?
When did this
confusion originate?

I t's hard to believe, but
it's true! The facts of
history - both biblical

and secular - are utterly
astonishing.

It's time we looked behind
this curtain . It's time you
knew how , when and where all
this religious confusion
started .

Every thinking person - every
denomination - realizes that, at
some time in history, there has
been a great apostasy or falling
away from original truth.

Only one Church

Jesus Christ did not found
many denominations . Christ said,
"I will build My church" (Mat­
thew 16:18) . He did build it ­
one Church, commissioned to
preach and to publish His Gospel
- the very message He brought
from God - to all the world.

But what do we find today?
Hundreds of different and dis ­
agreeing churches, all founded by
men, each professing to teach the
truth, yet contradicting and dis ­
agreeing with all the others.

Th e Churc h in prophe cy

While most people today sup­
pose that the true Church was
rapidly to grow big, to become a
powerful organization, exerting
powerful influence on the world,
making this a better world,
becoming the stabilizing in­
fluence of the world 's civilization,
actually Christ founded His

14 The GOOD NEWS
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they are not of the world, just
as I am not of the world . I do not
pray that You should take them
out of the world, but that You
should keep them from the evil

one. They are not of the world ,
just as I am not of the world"
(John 17:9-16) .

Thos e of H is Chu rch are
de scribed as being strangers and
foreigners in this world ­
ambassadors for Christ - which
is foreign to this world - yet
never being of the world.

This true Church of God was
to be persecuted - scattered. "If
they persecuted Me, they will
also persecute you," said Jesus to
His disciples (John 15:20). "All
who desire to live godly in Christ
Jesus will suffer persecution" (II
Timothy 3: 12).

On the night Jesus was seized
to be crucified, He said, "It is
written: ' I will strike the Shep­
herd, and the sheep will be scat­
tered'" (Mark 14:27). After He,
the Shepherd, was crucified, the
"sheep" - His Church - were
to become scattered.

Previously that same evening,
Jesus had said to His disciples ,
"You will be scattered" (John
16:32).

This persecution and scattering
began early. Notice Acts 8: 1: "At
that time a great persecution
arose against the church which
was at Jerusalem; and they were
all scattered throughout the
regions of Judea and Samaria,
except the apostles ."

Nowhere is there any prophecy
that the one true Church should
become great and powerful,
exerting influence in this world.
Rather, Jesus called it the "little
flock" (Luke 12:32) . Despised ,
persecuted, scattered by the
world - separate from the world.
Scattered , but never divided.
Always one Church, speaking the
same thing - never many differ­
ing sects.

You haven't read much of the
history of that Church. Even the
historians have never known
where to look for the true Church
- for they do not know what the
true Church is.

Broad majority deceived

On the other hand, in the
world, all the prophecies foretold
apostasy, deception and division .

Jesus foretold the very first
event to come on the world -

great deception - climaxing, in
our day now just ahead, in great
tribulation.

" T ake heed," He said, "that no
man deceive you . For many shall
come in my name, saying, I am
Christ; and shall deceive many"
(Matthew 24:4-5, Authorized
Version).

Notice carefully: It was not the
few who were to be deceived, but
the many. It was the f ew who
were to become true Christians!

Jesus pictured this same condi­
tion when He said : "Wide is the
gate and broad is the way that
leads to destruction, and there are
many who go in by it. Because
narrow is the gate and difficult is
the way which leads to life , and
there are few who find it " (Mat­
thew 7:13-14).

That isn 't what the wor ld
believes, is it? Probably th at isn't
what you have heard and come to
assume. But it 's what Christ said .
How deceived this world has
become!

Satan is pictured in the Bible
as the god of this world . He
appears, not as a devil , but as a
god - as an angel of light. And
in Revelation 12:9, you read of
"Satan, who deceives the whole
world. "

Yes, the many would come in
Jesus' name, proclaiming that
Jesus is the Christ - yes , preach­
ing Christ to the world . And yet,
without realizing it, deceiving the
world.

Apostles knew what
would happen

The apostles, instructed direct­
ly by Jesus Christ Himself,
warned the Church about the
departure from the faith that
would begin to occur at the close
of their ministry .

Scarcely 20 years after the cru- ~

cifixion of Jesus, the apostle Paul, ~
in one of his first inspired letters, ~

cautioned Christians not to be t
deceived by false preaching or by ~

false letters purporting to be from ~
the apostles : "Let no one deceive i
you by any means; for that Day i
[the time of God's intervention in ~
human affairs, when Jesus Christ c3
will return to rule the nations] ~
will not come unless the falling ~
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Satan, the god of this world, appears, not as
the devil, but as an angel of light. Jesus said
many would come ·in His name, proclaiming
that He was the Christ - and yet, without
realizing it, deceiving the whole world.

away comes first " (II Thessaloni­
ans 2:3) .

In Acts 20 :29-30, the teacher
of th e gentiles explains how the
apostasy would begin. He gath­
ered the elders (ministers) of the
Church at Ephesus to deliver
them a final message concerning
their responsibility over the local
congregations. " For," said Paul,

" I know this, that after my depar­
ture savage wolves will come in
among you, not sparing th e flock.
A lso from among yourselves men
will rise up, speaking perver se
things." Why? "To draw away
the di sciples after themselves."
To gain a personal following for
themselves. To star t new denomi­
nati ons!

Do you catch the full signifi­
cance of th ese two verses? The
elders or miriisters were especial­
ly assembled because, immediate­
ly after Paul would leave Ephe­
sus, th ere would come within the
local church congregati ons false
ministers, wolves in sheep's cloth­
ing , to make a prey of Christians.
And ev e n from those elders
already in th e church congrega­
tions some would pervert the doc­
trine of Jesus to secure a follow­
ing for themselves.

In instructing the evangelist
T imothy, Paul instructed him to
" convince, rebuke, exhort, with
all longsuffering and teaching.

. For the time will come when th ey
will not endure sound doctrine,
bu t according to their o wn
desires" - wanting to do what
th ey please - " . . . they will heap
up for themselves te achers" ­
encourage ministers who will
preach what they want to hear ­
"and th ey will turn their ears
away from the truth, and be
turned aside to fables" (II Timo-
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th y 4:2-4) . This was in the da ys of
the apostles and evangelists.
M any who fellow shipped in the
local congregat ions of the earl y
Church , after about two genera­
tions, did not end ure sound doc­
trine because they had not really
repented and therefore had never
received the Holy Spirit. They
followed teachers who , for the

sake of money, pleased t he ir
wishes by preaching fables - the
enticing fables of myst icism and
sun wors hip th at were engulfing
the Roman Empire.

When Paul wrote his second
letter to the gentile-born Thessa­
lonians, he instructed them about
the "mystery of iniquity" th at
" doth alread y work" ( II Thessa­
loni ans 2:7, A V). Notice: Teach­
ings of lawlessn ess were at work
in Paul's day. The Roman world
was filled with mystery religions
th at stem med from the old sun­
wor shiping myst eries.

M an y of th em found that by
including the name of Jesus their
following increased .

Jude had to include in his let­
ter the ad monit ion th at eve ry
Christian should " contend ear- '
nestl y for the faith which was
once for all delivered to the
saints . For certain men have crept
in unnoticed, who long ago were
marked out for this condemna­
tion, ungodly men , who turn th e
grace of our God into licentious­
ness and deny the only Lord God
and our Lord Jesu s Chri st
.... These are sensual persons,
who cause divi sion s, not having
the Spirit" (Jude 3-4, 19) . They
taught penance, not repentance.

Jude says these preachers sepa­
rated their followers from the
bod y of believers.

By the time John wrote his

epi stl es, he had thi s sad note to
include about th ose who at first
crept in unnoti ced: "They went
out from us, but th ey were not of
us; for if th ey had been of us , th ey
would have continued with us;
but they went out t ha t they might
be made manifest , that none of
them were of us" (I John 2: 19) .

A lthoug h these numerous de­
ceivers, called Gnostics, left the
t rue Church, drawing away di sci­
ples after them, their following
did not last for more th an a few
centuries.

There was, however, an even
more dangerous apostasy that
infiltrated th e t ru e Church.

True Christians forced out

Pet er warned th e churches th at
man y would be mi sled . There
were false teachers among Chris­
tians who would bring in heresies,
"and man y will follow their
destructive ways , because o f
whom the way of the truth will be
blasphemed" ( II Peter 2:2).

The letter s o f P aul were
twi sted to give another meaning
than in tended (II Peter 3:15-16).
But inst ead of leaving the local
cong regat ions and forming their
own sects, as others had done at
fir st , these false preachers re ­
main ed within the congregations
and soon began to expel the true
Christi ans .

In the letter of th e apost le John
to G aiu s, we read : " I wrote to th e
c h u rc h , but Diotrephes, who
loves to have the preeminence
among them, do es not receive us.
Therefore, if I come, I will call to
mind his deed s which he do es,
prating against us with malicious
words. And not content with that,
he himself does not receive th e
brethren , and forbids th ose who
wish to, putting th em ou t of the
church" (III John 9- 10) .

The true Christians, who alone
comprised th e true Church, were
being put out of th e visible, or ga­
nized congregations!

These were the scattered ones
of whom John said, " T herefore
the world does not know us" (I
John 3:1) .

The name Christian was being
borne away by lead ers who crept

(Continued on page 22)



MINISTUDY

WhyWeNeed
God's Holy Spirit

Prepared by Richard H. Sedliacik

reproduce humans. But unlike any of th e ani­
mal s, man was crea te d in God 's own image and
likeness. God made man like Himself - same
form and shape. The as tounding truth is th at
God's purpose is to create mankind after the
God kind!

Notice again in Genesis 1:26 what God said :
" Let Us make man in Our image." The original
Hebrew indicates far mor e th an merely God 's
outward appearance. "Image" also re fer s to
mind and character. God intended for man to
develop the very mind and characte r of God .
God has purposed that we develop Hi s ch ar acter
du ring this mortal life.

Simply st ated, God is reproducing H imself.
All human beings have the awesome potential of
becoming God's literal children - members of
God 's own divine Family .

4. Does God plainly show it is Hi s purpose to
increase His divine Family by bring ing many
sons into it ? Hebrews 2:9- 10, Revelati on 21:7 .
Isn't Jesus Christ actually the first of many sons
of God? Romans 8:29, Colossians 1:18.

To be conformed to the image of C hrist
means to become like Him - to be glor ified as
He is glorified - to be part of the divine Family
of God as much as Christ now is.

5. But what must happen to flesh -and-blood
human beings before they can enter God's Fam ­
ily? I Corinthians 15:49-53 , John 3:3-8.

Jesus said we must be "born again " ­
changed into spirit. Yes, born again - this time
born of the Spirit of God as divine children in
the Family of God!

6. However, ar e true Christian s already , du r­
ing this mortal life , God's children ? I John
3:1-2. Are th ey inheritors of God's Kingdom , or
only "heirs" to it ? Romans 8:14-17 .

Although they are now the children of God,
Christians are only heirs - ones who sha ll, in
the future , inherit the glory of God's Family
with Jesus Christ. Why onl y heirs ? Because
they are now only Spirit-begotten children (I
Peter 1:3) . They are unborn children of God . It
is when they are born of God that they become
inheritors of God's Kingdom - divine members
of the Family of God .

7 . Must the Spirit-begotten children of God

Recall from the previous ministudy th at God
offered His Holy Spirit to Adam and Eve in the
Garden of Eden . Had they eaten of the fruit of
the tree of life, they would have received God's
Spirit. Instead, the first humans listened to the
devil and ate the fruit of the tree of the knowl­
edge of good and evil. They partook of the tree
of death . Thus they cut themselves off from
God, and God cut them off from His Spirit.

But why did God offer His Spirit to Adam
and Eve in the first place ? Why was it so vital ?
What would it have done for them had they
received it ? And what can it do for you? It is
extremely important that you understand the
truth about this su bject.

The Bible reveals that we were born for a
tremendous purpose. But few really grasp the
magnitude of the awesome future God offers
mankind.

To understand God's incredible purpose for
humanity, and what God's Holy Spirit has to do
with it, let's start this study in the first chapter
of Genesis .

1 . What do the very first words of the Bible
tell us about God? Genesis 1:1.

The original Hebrew word translated "God"
in verse 1 is Elohim. Elohim is a plural noun.
Like the words church, family and kingdom ,
Elohim stands for two or more individuals. Elo­
him actually is the God Kingdom or Family!

2. Who are the divine beings now composing
the God Family? John 1:1-2. Was it the Word
who created all things? Verse 3. What did the
Word lat er become? Verse 14. Who, then, is the
Word ? Ephesians 3:9. And who is the other
divine member of the God Family? I Corin­
thians 8:6 .

The verses we have studied thus far show th at
God is now in the process of expanding His
universe-ruling Family. And you can become a
member of that eternal , spirit-composed Fami­
ly! See how this marvelous truth unfolds in your
Bible.

3. After whose "image" and "likeness" was
man created? Genesis 1:26-27.

In God's pattern for all life , kind reproduces
like kind. Just as each form of plant or animal
life reproduces after its own kind, so humans
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John 4:24. By what power will this miracul ous
cha nge be accomplished? R om an s 8: 11.

W he n J esu s C hrist re turns to ea rth, the Spir­
it-begotten chi ld re n of G od who have di ed
th rough th e ages will be resurrected to spiri t life
by th e Spirit of G od , and those st ill alive will be
inst antl y changed into spirit beings. At th at
mom ent, they will be " bo rn again ," this time as
member s of G od 's own Family.

A nd God's own offs pring will th en have ete r­
nal life inhere nt within th em selves - just like
J esu s C hrist th eir elder br other.

10. W as J esus "glorified" agai n afte r Hi s
resu rr ect ion ? John 17:4-5, H ebrews 2:9. Had
He previou sly given three of Hi s di scipl es a
fleeting glimpse of this g lorif ied condition ?
M atthew 17: 1-2. How does C hrist 's glorifi ed
sp ir it bod y appea r today ? Re velation 1:13-16.

To be " glorified" me ans to be given great
power and br ightness.

Befor e He became a human being, J esus
C hrist had a glorious, powerful spi r it bod y lik e
H is Fa ther's . A fter Hi s resurrectio n, H e was
restor ed to the sa me power and glory. Christ 's
face and powerful spiri t bod y now radiate ligh t
as th e su n in full strength, with eyes blazin g lik e
flames of fire.

11. Will G od also glorify all of Hi s Spirit­
begotten children at th e resurrect ion by giving
them this same great power and glory? Romans
8:17 , Co loss ians 3:4, Daniel 12:2-3. .

This is the incred ible human pot ential ! This is
th e awe-i nspir ing future G od has in sto re for
th ose who are begott en by Hi s Holy Spirit and
draw upon its power to grow in His characte r
duri ng this mor tal life.

Do you have G od 's S pirit? A re you a Spi ri t­
begotten child of G od ? How ca n you kn ow ?
Our next ministudy on th e Holy Spirit will
answer these questi on s.

In th e meantime, be sur e to request our free
book Th e Incr edible Human Potential and our
free bookl et Ju st What Do You M ean - Born
Again? Just use th e lit eratu re reques t envelope in
this issu e or write to ou r add ress nearest
you. 0

grow spir itua lly befor e being born of G od , mu ch
like a newly begotten human mu st grow ph ysi­
call y in its mother 's womb until it is born ? II
Peter 3:18, I Peter 2: 1-2 .

Human reproduction pictures th e pr ocess by
whi ch G od is reproducing Himsel f. Recall th at
Jesus told N icode mus we must be "born aga in"
to enter the Kingdom of God as ac tual member s
of G od 's Family.

Before the second ph ase of our creat ion '­
our spir itual creati on - can begin , G od the
Father mu st first beget each of us by placing
Hi s Holy Spirit wit hi n our minds. Thus our
minds ca n be co mpare d to an egg or ovum, and
th e Holy S pir it to an impregnat ing see d or ge rm
of eternal life .

Receiving God's S pir it is the beg ettal of th e
spir itua l life of G od within our minds . And
much as a newl y begotten ph ysical embryo
begin s to grow in its mother 's womb, we mu st
begin to grow in G od 's spir itua l cha racter afte r
we are begotten by Hi s Spirit (Ephes ians 4 : I l­
IS ). This grow th co mes through Bibl e study,
pr ayer an d walking wit h G od in obed ience to
Him as we are em powered by Hi s Holy Spirit
within us.

Had Adam and Eve ea te n of th e fru it of th e
tree of life , th ey would have been simi lar ly
begotten by G od 's Holy Spirit , and they would
have been taught directly by th eir C reato r.

8. Are th e Spirit-begotten child re n of God
clearl y bein g fas hioned by Go d for a specific
purpose? E phes ians 2: IO.

"We" in New T est ament lang uage usu all y
refers to G od 's Spiri t-begotten chi ldren, as Paul
intende d in verse 10. G od 's begotten child re n
are Hi s workmansh ip. They are being "create d
in Christ J esu s for goo d works ."

G od , through th e power of th e Holy Spi r it
He has put into Hi s children (a fte r th eir rep en­
tance and baptism) , is forming in His peopl e
H is holy, righteous cha racter. With thei r obe­
d ient coo pera tion, He is creat ing in them H is
own cha racter-image. He is creat ing them to be
th e supre me masterpiece of all H is creation ­
indi vid uals who wi ll be capable of exercising th e
awesome pow ers of th e G od Fa mi ly.

And so man , the material creation, is only t he
first ph ase of thi s creat ive process. The clay
model has to be fas hioned by ex pe rience, wit h
the aid of God's Holy Spirit , into the finished
spiritual masterpiece possessing th e very charac­
ter of G od .

9. When will th e spir itual bi rth of Christi ans
tak e place ? I Corinthian s 15:52. When will th e
resurrecti on occu r? I Thessalon ian s 4: 15-1 7.
Wi ll th ey be changed to spiri t at th e resu r­
rect ion? I Corinthians 15:4 2-49 . Will th ose who
ar e thus resu rr ected be like G od ? Philippians
3:2 0-2 1, I John 3:2 . Of wha t is God co mposed ?
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LETTERS
"Conversion Is a Process!"

Mr. Armstrong, after reading your
article "Conversion Is a Process!" in the
February Good News, I felt compelled to
respond in writing.

I am a very intense person and can
hardly find the words to express how
much this article has humbled me to see
the sin of self-righteousness I have com­
mitted, not to mention the suffering I
have put myself through by not being
patient and letting God change me at His
pace and not mine.

After being baptized eight months
ago, I guess I forgot about human nature
and that conversion is a process. What a
torment I have put on myself! I can't
express enough to others who may be
newly baptized to please be careful not to
try and be perfect all at once. It cannot
be done.

I had become so discouraged . Because
God had done so much for me by calling
me to His truth and granting me repen­
tance, forgiving me my past sins and giv­
ing me the gift of a new life, in my whole
heart and mind I wanted to show Him
how willing I was to change, but I've
come to realize human nature is not so
willing.

Thanks to your article and God's mer­
cy, I've come to realize my mistakes in
attitude, and feel deeply encouraged to
continue on with a much more realistic
perspective on conversion!

Reader
Columbus, Ohio

"Little Gifts of Greatness"
The Good News in our home is a real

pleasure, a joy and delight to look for­
ward to. The article "Little Gifts of
Greatness" (February) is particularly
enlightening and should be read by all
parents and teachers and others con­
cerned with the education of our youth.

Ruby D. Brogdon
Nashville, Ga.

Educating children
I want to praise Joan C. Bogdanchik's

writing in the last two Good News maga­
zines [January, February] . They are so
well written and so very useful. It 's a
great teacher's lesson for all parents to
recognize their duty to develop intelli­
gent children. Most parents fail to realize
their full responsibility until too late .

Mrs. M .J. Griffin
Brandon, S.D.

I have just completed reading your
article in the February issue about the

literature of childhood. The article sug­
gested ways to read to children, and cer­
tain books . Since my sori is interested in
trains, I read books about his favorite
subject. I never saw such enthusiasm in
my son . Thank you ever so much for
printing that article.

Albert Voci, Jr.
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Having just completed the article
"Educating With Love" [January], I
want to share it with my own children
who are now adults with little ones of
their own . I was elated by the solid
answers provided, and I'm hoping they
will be, too. At this point in their lives I
am reemphasizing the importance of lov­
ing affection being shown to their off­
spring. My experiences have proven that
it does make a difference - having it or
being deprived of it.

The exercises in listening and follow­
ing instructions have excellent sugges­
tions for some really enjoyable visits with
my young grands. They are at a teachable
age and stage. The fun games I know one
will truly love doing.

Mrs. Bogdanchik, you made my day
and perhaps many more for me and some
others. Thank you very much. We anx­
iously await the next article in the
senes .

L. Rice
Normal, Ala.

Grace
"Grace - Do You Really Understand

It?" [January] answered a question I
have pondered on for a long time. I could
not understand how one could "grow in
grace" (II Peter 3:18) when it was an
unmerited gift from God. That article
explained it perfectly. Thank Douglas G.
Peitz for me.

Mrs. Eugene Lucas
Overland Park, Kan.

Like a good meal
When I picked up the January Good

News, I did the usual thing and turned
over each page, looking at the titles of the
articles. With each title I felt a kind of
excitement, not knowing which one to
read first, after I have read Mr. Arm­
strong's "Personal," of course. Then at
page 19 I began to feel a little bit disap­
pointed because I had come to the end,
when - wow! - after I had turned over
a couple of pages, I found four more
exciting articles just waiting to be read.

The Good News is just like a good
meal - something tasty to start teasing

our appetites, leaving us ready for the
main course, then finishing off with
exciting desserts - a feast of spiritual
food, lovingly prepared and served in just
the right order.

Pat Rowsell
Wernbley, England

"Confessions of a Busy Father"
I have never read your publication

before now. My aunt gave me the Janu­
ary issue, and [ like it.

I'm a 19-year-old black woman in my
freshman year at college. It really made
me feel good to get to the article "Con­
fessions of a Busy Father" and see that a
young black couple modeled for the pic­
ture. My eyes involuntarily lit up and [
smiled . I guess it was the shock of seeing
someone who looked like me in a Chris­
tian magazine. If it's at all possible, will
you use more black models to illustrate
upcoming articles?

Jacquelyn Kirk
New Orleans, La.

Whole new outlook
By all means please renew my sub­

scription to The Good News. My sub­
scriptions to The Plain Truth , The Good
News and the Ambassador College Bible
Correspondence Course have been very
rewarding. [ have a whole new outlook on
life and religious beliefs , and all for the
better. To be frank, [ can hardly wait for
the next issues to arrive .

Robert J . Bell
Hoopeston, Ill.

Letters are encouraging
It is so heartwarming to read the "Let­

ters" in The Good News. The writers
truly express feelings that others can
share. Many of the letters telling of
brethren extending a helping hand to
other brethren and those telling of. the
great miracle of healing are enough to
bring tears of joy to one's eyes, and they
certainly do to mine, It helps me to feel
closer to those brethren I don't even
know, which is what we all need now in
this end time. Thank you for this section
in The Good News!

Treva Huddleston
Sarasota, Fla.

A clean magazine
Would you please send me a copy of

the December, 1984 issue of The Good
News? My 2-year-old daughter put ours
in the bathtub!

Mrs. David Ward
Milton, Wash .
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OH I NO ... LATE AGAIN!
WHERE DID THE
TIME GO?

-

Wise time-management principles can help you fulfill all
your physical and spiritual responsibilities.

By Graem me J. Marshall

en years ago, Geoff
and Karen became

baptized members of
God ' s one true Church.
Thrilled to be freed from
many t ime-consumi ng but
false traditions of this
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world, they settled into a
diligent and enthusiastic
study of God's Word and
God's way of life .

Th e y breath ed s ig hs of
reli ef when sunset marked the
beginning of God 's weekl y day

of rest. The Sabbath rej uve­
nated them ph ysi call y a nd
sp i r i t u a lly , an d th e y felt
refreshed and read y to begin a
new week .

But as the yea rs passed , ot her
ac t ivit ies crowde d in on them.

During th e week and almost



every Friday evening they were
either enter taining others or
being invited out. The Sabbath
used to be a distinct day of rest.
Now sunset seemed to signal tire­
some hours of entertaining.

Time for quiet reflection and
worsh ip was lost to the needs of
hospitality.

Then there was the weekly
Bible study conducted by the
Church . It involved ru shing home
from work, gulping down a meal,
a fru st rati ng drive through city
traffic, a battle with falling asleep
during th e study - and even
more tiredness at work the next
da y.

Then Geoff joined the Church
speaking club . Another rush
home from work, another hastily
consumed meal and im pat ient
words with the family .

The little time for prayer was
being squeezed out by activities.
Personal study became little more
than just reading Church litera­
ture - when there was time.

Then G eoff was invited to a
Church leadersh ip training clas s,

and soon he was assisting the dea­
cons. Now there was even less
t ime with his famil y, as he was
too busy serving others. The little
free t ime he d id have on the Sab­
bath diminish ed eve n fur th er.
And almost every Sunday was
spent at youth activit ies, church
socials, service projects or fund
raising.

Geoff' s and Karen 's health
deter iorated . Their ch ildren
seemed emotionally disturbed
and their marriage lurched peri­
lously close to shipwreck . Yet all
this seemed in the best interests
of serving others.

Wasn't it?
They simply did not have the

time anymore to do all the things
that crowded in on them .

Where do you find the time to
be a growing Christian? Is there
some great secret you haven 't yet
discovered? How can you find
time for quality prayer, absorbing
Bible study and meaningful time
for your marriage and family, and
to be truly refreshed on God's
Sabbath?

The key to time management

The Bible holds the key to
using time. Christians are admon­
ished by the apostle Paul to use
time wisely, "redeeming the time,
because the days are evil " (Ephe­
sians 5:16) .

Christian growth occurs during
a time span . And every person has
as much time as the next, wheth­
er paper boy or prime minister ,
farmer or executive, housewife or
teacher. But how differently
people use their 24 hours every
day!

Proper management of time
depends on proper management
of yourself.

You either use time profitably
or you let it pass you by.

You control what happens .
And time let go is irretrievable.

Have you observed how quick­
ly time passes when you are
absorbed in something and how
slowly it drags when you are
bored?

If you do not want to do some­
thing, you will find a dozen rea­
sons for not doing so. Yet if you
really want to do something,

nothing stops you. As Christians,
we are given biblical priorities,
and our time mu st be carved out
to fulfill that calling. When there
is a conflict of interest, something
must go . A Christian will either
liv e genuinely by what God
requires or live su pe r fic ia lly,
doing a little bit of everything
but not enough of an ything. A nd
God is not amused by religious lip
service.

To be quality Christians, we
need to maintain three priorities
above all other personal needs and
desires. Let 's look at these three
areas .

T ime with God

In thi s modern age, how can
you consistently make time for
God? Simple. You decide to . You
make a commitment th at God
comes first in your daily alloca­
tion of 24 hours. Jesus Christ
promises th at if you seek God
first , then the ph ysical needs of
this life will be supplied (Mat ­
thew 6:33) .

In most cases it's best to decide
that your first use of the day is
with your Father in he aven.
Begi n the da y with prayer. Other­
wise you become quickly preoc­
cupied with daily routine. You
wash, get dressed, eat breakfast
and then exclaim: "Oh, look at
the time - I must rush!"

After work you come home
and have a meal , do some chores,
try to relax, then it 's bedtime and
again you say, "Oh, no, I haven 't
prayed yet."

This is giving God the leftover s ti

of your day . Gi ve Him the first:
part! You will feel better and ~
have freer use of the rest of the ~

hours for yourself. ~

What about Bible study ? ~

Decide that time must be set ~
aside. First thing in the morning ~
is ideal and some study can work g
as an aid to prayer. Further study .~

can be done later when more con- ~
venient. In a rushed sched ule try i
these suggestions: ~

If you commute on a train or §
bus, use travel time to read i
Church literature. If you drive ~

"-your own car, take advantage of ~

cassette tape readings from the ~
Bible. Another ide a is to write out <:'l
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key sc r ip tu res on small cards,
then practice committing them to
memory. Carry them with you for
free moments. Hou sewives, too ,
can keep scripture cards close by
when washing dishes and ironing
or close to their main work area.
You can also listen to cassette
tape readings of th e Bible as you
clean house.

Busy mothers with preschool
children often find their time is
taken up with picking up after
little ones. If your children tire
you out and consume your fr ee
time, then decide to ch ange the
situa t ion. One helpful method is
to sit small children down on a
rug with some books or toys and
command that they stay there
quietly.

Discipline them lovingly but
firml y for lea ving the rug, until
they follow your in struction .
When they can st ay in one place
and play quietly for a while, you
have some time to study, pray or
use as you choo se .

It can be done!

Time with family

What if yo ur mate or family do
not sha re yo ur interest in God's
Word ? Remember that Chris­
tians are called to peace in the
home and to be good examples.
Avoid shutt ing yourself off in a
room to study if other family
members feel you are neglecting
them.

When they wish you to spend
time with them, be available.
Husbands and wive s are sensitive
about neglect caused by an unbal­
anced example. Study pri vately.
Find acceptable ways and mo­
ments to do it so that your con­
duct is exemplary before those
wh o do not yet believe God 's
way.

One of the restored truths of
this end-time work of God is the
nurturing of the family . And
extreme preoccupation with ca­
reers , entertaining, service to
others and soc ial clubs will not be
acceptable excuses before God for
having neglected your vital family
responsibilities .

Paul wrote, "If an yon e do es
not pr ovide for his own, and espe­
cially for those of his hou sehold,
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he has denied the faith and is
worse than an unbeliever" (I
Timothy 5:8). What does provide
for them mean ?

Much more th an just provid ing
financi all y, "providing" also
means caring for emotional and
physical needs. It is giving your
time. Where does your family
rate in these priorities ?

Time for yourself

All humans need to slow down,
rest and recuperate sometime. If
you are a workaholic or an invet­
erate socialite and entertainer,
evaluate whether all such pursuits
are spir itually helping your rela­
tionship with God , your mate,
your family or yourself.

Time is needed for quiet reflec­
tion and meditation. You must
make and take personal time to be
a Christian.

Questions to ask

If you find that you just don 't
have en ough time, th en ask your­
self these questions:

What are you doing now that
really doesn't need doing? Elimi­
nate the unnecessary.

What are yo u do ing that could
be done just as well by someone
else? Learn to delegate.

What are you doing that wastes
your time or the time of others?
H ave yo u observed that often
wh at you postpone you abandon
any way?

Whatever your difficulties with
time m anagement, God must
come first. If He doesn 't , then
you re all y aren 't se r ious about
being a true Christi an.

T ak e t ime for prayer - it is
the source of godly power. Take
time for Bible study - it gains
th e mind of God . T ake time for
family - each day is too sho r t to
let it pass without sharing with
those closest to you. T ake time to
laugh - it lightens life's burdens.
T ake .time to read - it's a gold
mine of wisdom and experience.
T ake time to reflect - it unclut­
ters the mind .

And above all else , take time
for God - it is life's only lasting
Investment!

What will you do with your
next 24 hours ? 0

Denominations
(Continued from page /6)

into the fellowship of the Church
of God , ca ptured the 'Iocal con­
gregations and , in the name of
Christ, deceived the many into
following their false teachings as
if it were Christ's Gospel.

The age of shadows

Following the destruction ', of
Jerusalem in A .D. 70 and the
de aths of the apostles, a strange
ph en omenon is wit nessed. The
true Church almost di sappears
from history, and false churches
ari se!

Of this period the English his­
torian Edward Gibbon says : " T he
sca nty and suspicious ecclesias t i­
cal history seldom enables us to
dispel th e dark cloud that hangs
over the first age of the church"
(Th e Hi st ory of th e Decline and
Fall of th e R oman Empire. ch ap­
ter 15) . The truth was obscured
by error!

Historian Jesse Lyman Hurl­
but gives us even more details in
his book Th e Story of th e Chris­
tian Church. pag e 4 I: "We would
like to read of th e later work of
such helpers of St. Paul as Timo­
th y, Apollos and Titus, but all
these ... drop out of the record at
his death . For 50 years after St.
Paul's life a curtain hangs over
the c hu rc h through which we
strive vainly to look; and when at
last it rises, about A.D. 120, with
the writings of th e earliest church
fathers, we find a church in man y
aspects very different from that
in the days of Peter and Paul. "

Where is the true Church?

Hi storian s lost sigh t of the true
Church. But it has continued to
exist from the time of Christ until
the present. Few know where to
look for it.

For further information , re­
quest our free booklet Wh ere Is
th e True Church? and our fre e
reprint articles " Just What Is the
Church?" a nd " T h e Church
They Couldn 't Destroy."

Just mail the literature request
card in this issue or wr ite to our
address nearest you . 0



SHARING

Its Nice to
Be Needed, But...

. By Ronald D. Kelly

My wife's parents re­
cently as ked her to

come a nd spend a week
with them. They a re getting
up in years and it had been
some time since we visited
them.

O f course she wanted to go,
but she recalled the last t ime

she left the family
alone for a few days.
It was a disast er!

Too easy to
depend on Mom

W hen a deat h
occurred in the fam ­
ily , my wife had to
be away three days
to attend the funeral. She left
plenty of groceries and instruc­
tio ns for the teenaged gi rls on
coo king, cleaning hou se and see ­
ing th at Dad didn' t starve.

I was able to ea t in the cafete­
ria whe re I worked, so me als for
me were no pro blem. But with
everyone so active in personal
affairs, I paid little attention to
what the children were eating or

whether the laundry was do ne .
O n the third day, though, we
realized how helpless we had
been , when my teenage daughter
fainted at high-sch ool band prac­
tice. T o our great embarrassment,
it was becau se she had eaten prac­
t ically nothing for three days!

W he n my wife got ho me she
. had every right to be upset. "It's

nice to be need ed ," she
groaned, " but this is ridic­
ulous!"

We had depended on her
so much we did n' t bother
to take care of ourselves. It
was n't because we didn ' t
know how. It was simply
too conve nie nt to let her do
all th e shopping, prepare
the meals, clean the hou se
and do the was h.

She has taught the girls
to do all those things and to

do them well. O ur
two oldest daugh­
te rs are married
and take good care
of their homes and
husbands. But at
our home it was
too easy to depend
on Mom.

So when the
opportunity came
to visit her par­
ents, she was re-

luctant to leave. H er previous
depar ture resulted in pi les of
wash and hu ngry chi ldre n.

But we fe lt we had learn ed our
lesson . W e all urged Mom to go
and to ld her we were quite capa­
ble of taking care of ou rselves.

" I know you are capable," she
said, "but will you ?"

We said we would be O K, so
she made reservations. We went

to the airport to wave good-bye.
By 7 p.m . we were face d with
what to do for dinner. She hadn't
been in the air 30 minutes and we
had already fallen into our old
patterns.

Not willing to face th e host ile
kitch en , we stopped for pizza and
ass ured ourse lves we would get
by just fine . However, we knew
we had to develop a plan of action
or history would repeat itself.

We can get by!

Mom would only be gone a
week. So we assigned du t ies. T he
o ldest wo u ld make spaghetti
tomorrow nigh t. Dad would be
chef on Thu rsd ay. W e wo uld
drop a hint to have one of our
married daughters prepare dinner
Friday nig ht. T he youngest was
assigned the task of securing the
invitation (it worked).

We helped with the washi ng
and the housecleaning. We even
remembered to feed the dog and
water the hou seplants.

No one fainted. T he wash was
f inis he d. The d ishwash er was
empty. We picked Mom up at the
airport an d proud ly br ou gh t her
home to a sparkling-clean house
with a well -fed family.

We proved we could get by.
But frankly, the children and I
agree we hope it is a very long
time before Mom has to go away
and leave us alone again.

It' s so much bett er wit h her
aro und. We really do need her. ~
A nd we realize how muc h by th e ~

few times we had to fen d for our - ;
selves without her. ~

. Yes, it's nice to be needed . But .s
it's also nice to know the family]
can take ca re of themselves when ~
they have to . 0 ~
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By Ronald D. Kelly

out of Egypt by way of the Red
Sea. After dividing the Red Sea
for Israel, God killed the pursu­
ing Egyptians in the returning

Only a few times in
history has a person
been born who ac­

complishes so much that his
deeds are remembered as
much or more than the per­
son himself.

Such a man was Joshua.
Have you ever noticed that

Joshua is not even named by Paul
as one of the great heroes of faith
in Hebrews II? Yet far lesser
known personalities such as
Barak, Samson and Jephthah are
cited as examples.

Why not Joshua? Joshua who
took charge of Israel after the
death of Moses? Joshua who gave
instructions to carry the ark
across the Jordan, which parted
as the Red Sea had in the days of
Moses? Joshua who led Israel
around the city of Jericho and the
walls came tumbling down? Josh­
ua who led Israel's conquest of
the promised land? Joshua who
commanded and the sun stood
still for one whole day?

Are there more dramatic
examples of faith in the entire
Bible? Why, then, did Paul leave
Joshua out of Hebrews II?

Perhaps the answer is found in
the long list of Joshua's accom­
plishments . What he did - or,
better, what God did through him
- was so great that the events
actually overshadow the man.
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AMan
Overshadowed
by His Deeds!

Here is the dramatic story of one of the
truly great people of the Bible.

The first time we hear of Josh­
ua in the Bible is during the sec­
ond month of the Exodus .

Under Moses, God led Israel

,­
I



water. The Israelites journeyed
int o the rugged mountains of the
southern Sinai and camped in a
plain called Rephidim.

At Rephidim, Israel entered
into their first battle against hos­
tile forces - the Amalekites.

You remember the s to ry.
When Moses held his staff high
in the ai r, the Israelites were vic­
torious. When his hands fell to
his sides, the Amalekites were
victorious. Finally, at the end of
the da y, Moses sat on a rock with
his hands held up by Aaron and
Hur. Israel was victorious.

And what about Joshua?
Moses had appointed Joshua

the commanding officer in the
field . Notice the o r d e r s:
"'C hoose us some men and go
out, fight with Amalek .. . .' So
Joshua did as Moses sa id to him,
and fought with Arn alek " (Exo­
dus 17:9-10).

No doubt a lifelong lesson was

learned on th at battlefield. Joshua
knew victo ry did not come from
his great militar y st ra tegy and
prowess. He had non e. J oshua
knew victory came from God . He
experienced the intervention of
God firsth and .

We are introduced to Joshua as
he learns to trust in the powerful
God of Israel.

The Ten Commandments

Everyone knows God gave the
Ten Commandments to Israel at
Mt. Sinai. And ever yone knows
how Moses went up to the sum­
mit where he received the tables
of stone and the remainder of the
law, statutes and judgments.

But did you know, when Moses
was on the mountain, that Joshua
played an important role and con­
tinued to pr ove himself qu alified
for the job he would fulfill ?

A fter God thundered His law
to all Israel at Mt. Sinai , the Lord
sa id to Mo ses: "Come up to Me
on the mountain and be there;
and I will give you tablets of
stone, and the law and command­
ments which I have written, th at
you may te ach them" (Exodus
24 :12) .

So Moses left the camp of
Isr ael for nearl y two months. But
did he go alone? Notice: "So
Moses aros e with his ass ista nt
Joshua, and Mo ses went up to the
mountain of God" (verse 13).

Aaron and Hur were left in
charge of the camp. Moses and
Joshua went up the mountain and
set up a base camp. They waited
there six days (verse 16). On the
sevent h day, God called Moses to
the sum m it of what th e A ra bs
now call Jebel Musa, th e moun­
tain of Moses .

Mo ses was there 40 days, near­
ly six weeks. Joshua remained at
the base camp.

Meanwhile Isr ael, lacking faith
in God, ins isted on making an
idol of gold - a calf after the
manner of th e Egypti an s and
other pagan nations. They en­
tered into drunken revelry and
immorality. Moses and Joshua
did not kno w what was happening
at the Israel ite encampme nt.

Having received the law and
th e tables of stone, Moses sta rted

down the mountain . At base
ca m p he rejoin ed Joshua, who
had been faithfully wait ing.

Together th ey hurried down
th e mountain to show all Isr ael
th e tabl es of sto ne carved with
th e ver y finger of God .

As they neared the enc amp­
ment, they heard faint noises in
the distance. Louder and louder
th e voices reverberated off the
sto ny ca nyon walls. Joshua said to
Moses, "Ther e is a noise of war in
th e camp" ( Exodus 32:17 ) .

They broke int o a run . Then
th ey discovered th e truth: "It is
not the voice of th ose who shout
in victory, nor is it the voice of
th ose who cry out in defeat, but
the voice o f those who sing"
(ver se 18) .

Fin ally th ey reached a bluff
where they could overlook th e
camp of Isr ael. Ther e, gli stening
in th e bright sunlight in th e cen­
te r of the enca mpme nt, was a
go lde n calf. Thousands of Isr ael­
ites were singing and dancing,
m any virtu all y naked , m ost
drunk. They whirled round and
round and fell in worship before
the go lden calf.

Mo ses , in a rage , threw down
th e tables of sto ne. They broke
int o a thousand pieces.

Placing trust in Joshua

Moses and Joshua ru shed to
the mound wher e the calf was set
up. Moses ordered a fire built,
imm ediatel y melted the calf,
gr ound the met al into powder,
mixed it int o th e drinking water
and made the children of Isr ael
drink the mixture (verse 20).

M oses then d em anded a n
ex plana t ion from Aaron. U nfor­
tunat ely Aar on had weakened and
permitted th e ido lat rous , drunken
orgy .

Then Moses removed the tab­
ernacl e of worship from th e cen­
ter of camp to an outer extremity;
if the people wanted to repent and
worship God, th ey would have to
make an effort to get to it. Even '"
Aar on the high priest had pol- §
luted himself. ~

Wh o was tru st worth y a nd:'
faithful to be placed in ch arge ofi
th e sa fety of th e tabernacle? ~

Joshua! N otice it in Exodus ~
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33 : II : "The Lord spoke to M oses
face to face , as a man spea ks to
his fri end . And he wo uld return
to th e camp, but his se rva nt Josh­
ua the so n of Nun, a young man ,
did not depart from th e taber­
nacle."

Of course, Joshua was not per­
fect. H e had lessons to learn as we
all do. One such lesson came a
little later when G od instructed
Moses to con vene th e elders of
Isr ael at th e tabernacle. You can
read the sto ry in N um bers I I .

G od ch ose thi s occasion to per­
form a special miracl e. He took of
the Spirit that led Moses and
gave it to the elders of Israel.
They began to prophesy - God
gave them miraculous thoughts
and w.ords. But this was a special
gift to th e elders wh o assisted
M oses. Joshua, as a yo unger ser­
vant, appa re nt ly did not recei ve
th e gift.

Th en a runner cam e fr om
camp. T wo other elde rs who had
not com e to the tab ernacle also
were givin g prophetic utterances.
Joshua exclaimed , " M oses my
lord, forbid them!" (Numbers
11:28) .

It see ms Joshua had an impor­
tant lesson to learn .

M oses, perceiving J oshua may
have been a little hurt , eve n jeal­
ous, since he had not been given
the gift of prophecy, sa id to Josh­
ua : " A re you jealou s for my sak e?
[Or a re yo u jeal ou s for you r
sake?] I wish that all the Lord 's
people were prophets and that the
Lord would put hi s Spirit on
them!" (verse 29 , N ew Interna­
tion al Ver sion) .

Joshua mu st have go tten the
point.

Selected to spy

Israel had be en go ne from
Eg ypt nearl y six months when
Moses se nt a group to spy out the
land of C anaan . He wanted a
report on the condition of the
land , th e weather, the cr ops. H e
also wanted to kn ow wh o lived in
th e land , how st ro ng they were,
how th eir cit ies we re fortified.

Twelve men we re se lected, one
from each of the tribes of Israel.
The representati ve from Ephraim
was Joshua. C aleb represented
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Judah . Each of the othe r 10 tribes
selecte d a man.

This story is told in N um be rs
13.

God sai d He would lead Israel

For nearly a quarter
of a century Joshua led
Israel as they settled

into the promised land.
There probably was

no comparable 25 years
in Israel's history

when God's laws were
more applied.

to a land flowing with milk and
honey. The spies prob abl y arr ived
in Can aan in September. The
grapes wer e ripe for har vesting.
The pomegranates and figs and
other autumn produce we re in
abundance. The verdant pasture­
land could support all th eir cattle,
sheep and goats. It was almos t too
good to be true.

They gat hered so me of the
fruit. A clu st er of g ra pes was so
succulent and large th at Joshua
and C aleb had to put one clus ter
on a pole to ca r ry it back to th e
Israelites.

After spy ing out the land for
40 days, the spies returned . Josh­
ua and C aleb reported , "Let us go
up at once and take possession ,
for we are well able to overcome
it " (N um be rs 13:30) .

But th e othe r 10 spies sa id ,
" W e are not able to go up agains t
th e peopl e, for they are st ronger
than we .... The land throu gh
which we have gone as spies is a

land th at devours its inhabitants,
and all th e peopl e who m we sa w
in it a r e m en o f great s tat­
ure . . . . we we re lik e grassho p­
pers in our own sight, and so we
we re in th eir sight" (verses 31­
33).

Almost a ll o f the Israelites
wanted to return to Eg ypt. They
fea red en tering the promised
land . J oshua, Caleb, M oses and a
few others wer e shocked . They
had learned th e lesson of faith .
They kn ew G od would be with
th em - th ey wer e H is people.
But all Isr ael re fused to go. Some
eve n wa nted to stone Joshua and
Caleb .

After th at G od had to te ach all
Israel a lesson . They refused to go
into th e land G od prepar ed for
th em , so G od made th em spend
40 years in th at parched , barren,
desolate wilderness of Sinai ­
one year for each day th e spies
we re in th e pr omised land.

So for 40 years they wandered
in the de sert. A ll th ose who had
been 20 yea rs of age or older at
th e time of the Exodus grew old
and died in the wilderness. They
wer e not allowed to en ter the
pr omised land .

Eve n Moses, who had his own
lessons to learn , died on th e eas t
side of th e Jordan Ri ver. H e was
permitted to see th e promised
land fro m afar, but not to ente r it
himself.

Joshua appointed leader

Joshua continued faithful to
G od throu ghout the 40 years
wandering . Trained at M ose s'
side, he reall y was th e only one of
th e o lde r ge ne rat ion wh o was
qu alified to lead Israel (Caleb
would have been the only other
possible co ns ide ra tio n) .

Moses was 120 yea rs old when
Israel reach ed the J ordan. In
Deuteronom y 31 you can read the
story of how G od selected Joshua
to replace M oses: " Beho ld , the
days approach when yo u mu st
di e; call Joshua, and present yo ur­
se lves in th e tabernacl e of meet­
ing, th at I may inau gurate him "
(ve rse 14).

A nd God sa id to Joshua, " Be
st ro ng and of goo d courage; for
you shall bring the child ren of



Israel into the land of which I
swore to them, and I will be with
you" (verse 23).

Joshua was 85 years old when
he took command of Israel. He
was thoroughly trained for the
job. He had proved for some 40
years that he would faithfully
lead the people in the way of God.
It was at last time to enter the
promised land.

A series of miracles

We can now pick up the story
in the book of Joshua. Perhaps
now when you read this exciting
book, you will understand how
this man came to the position of
leadership we find him holding.

On the command of Joshua;
the priests who bore the ark of
the covenant walked out into the
Jordan. Just as the waters of the
Red Sea parted 40 years before,
the waters of the Jordan parted so
Israel could cross into the prom­
ised land. God performed
through Joshua a similar miracle
as through Moses. The people
could confidently know God had
selected Joshua to lead them.

All the male Israelites were
circumcised (this had not been
done in the 40 years wandering)
and Israel kept the Passover on
the 14th of Nisan . The next day,
the manna that had fed the Israel­
ites for 40 years stopped, and
they could live off the produce of
the land.

They marched westward to
Jericho, the first settlement Israel
was to possess. Jericho was a
heavily fortified city. The inhabi­
tants were not overly concerned
with the motley crew of Israelites
camped on the plain.

For six days the troops of Israel
marched round the city walls .
Nothing happened. The people of
Jericho must have laughed at
what they thought were half­
crazed soldiers who had been
driven mad by the desert sun.

On the seventh day the band of
"crazy" soldiers marched round
and round the city - seven
times. What was going on? At
Joshua's command, the priests
sounded the trumpets and the
people let out a shout!

A t that instant the walls of Jer-

icho came crashing to the ground .
The shocked inhabitants were
easily routed by the Israelites.

Even though Joshua is not
named in Hebrews 11, his exam­
ple of faith is: "By faith the walls
of Jericho fell down after they
were encircled for seven days"
(verse 30).

From Jericho Israel marched
on . The king of Jerusalem, hear­
ing Israel was coming his way and
that the Israelites had made a
treaty with the nearby Gibeon­
ites, decided to attack at Gibeon.
With allies from four surround­
ing city-states, the Jebusites
stormed Gibeon.

Upon hearing of the attack,
Joshua marched the Israelite
army all night and surprised the
enemy at Gibeon. In disarray, the
Jebusites fled out the Beth Horon
pass into the valley of Aijalon.

Here, two more great miracles
of the Bible take place. First,
God, who promised to go before
the armies of Israel, caused great
hailstones to fall from heaven.
More enemy troops were killed
by the stones than by the battle.

Yet another well-known Bible
miracle took place. Upon the
command of Joshua, the sun and
moon stood still in the valley of
Aijalon (Joshua 10:12-14). This
is the story of Joshua's long day.

In a series of continuing victo­
ries, Israel, under the leadership
of Joshua, conquered the south­
ern portion of the land from Ka­
desh Barnea to Gaza. They
moved northward to Hazor and
on to Mt. Hermon. Six nations
and 31 kings were conquered dur­
ing the next six years. The land
was then divided for the tribes of
Israel.

Joshua's legacy

For nearly a quarter of a cen­
tury Joshua continued to lead
Israel as they settled into the
promised land . There probably
was no comparable 25 years in
the history of ancient Israel when
God's laws were more applied
than during this period.

Finally, at the age of 110, Josh­
ua was old and growing physically
weak. Knowing he was about to
die, he assembled the elders of

Israel where he delivered perhaps
his most famous speech. He con­
cluded with the memorable
words, "But as for me and my
house, we will serve the Lord"
(Joshua 24 :15).

How much impact can one
man have to lead a people? Josh­
ua shows. The Bible says of his
time, "Israel served the Lord all
the days of Joshua" (verse 31).

Not only that, the influence of
this man lived on beyond his
physical lifetime. Verse 31 con­
tinues, "Israel served the Lord all
the days of Joshua, and all the
days of the elders who outlived
Joshua, who had known all the
works of the Lord which He had
done for Israel." So for perhaps
another 25 years Israel continued
to obey the laws of God.

But slowly, gradually, Israel
slipped into idolatry and immo­
rality. For some 400 years they
were governed by judges, some
more zealous than others, but
none led them as Joshua had.
Then for 400 more years they
were ruled by the kings of Israel
and Judah . Their wickedness and
sins increased until finally, by
585 B.C., Israel and Judah had
gone into captivity.

After the Babylonian captivity,
God led a number of Jews back to
the promised land under Ezra and
Nehemiah. They began to rebuild
Jerusalem, the city walls and the
Temple. They discovered, to their
amazement, that God has in­
structed, through Moses, the
observance of the Feast of Taber­
nacles for eight days. Nehemiah
reinstituted the festival.

It is recorded: "For since the
days of Joshua the son of Nun
.until that day the children of
Israel had not done so [observed
the festival in that manner] . And
there was very great gladness"
(Nehemiah 8: 17).

You can see how much impact
proper leadership can have on an
entire nation. Few leaders have
ever had the ability to motivate
the way Joshua did.

The story of Joshua is one of
the most inspiring in all the Bible.
But it should not be viewed as
just a story. It is the real-life saga
of a great man of God. 0
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PROVE ALL THINGS

What and Why
the Church?
"I will b u i ld My

church," proclaimed
Jesus Christ to His disciples
(Matthew 16:18).

Many have believed Christ's
promise and seen the profound
need to fi nd that true
Church.

Yet, strangely, almost no one
has sought to understand the
other important questions about
the Church - such as why
Christ built the Church, what
that Church really is, how it is
organized an d governed and how
one becomes a part of it.

The basic doctrine

Briefly, the Church is that
group of persons, led by Christ
through an organized structure
and ministry, in whom dwells the
Holy Spirit of God . It exists to
preach God's message to the
world as a witness, and to nurture
and teach its own members with
the knowledge of salvation .

The usual teachings
of this world

At first glance nothing seems
earth shattering or controversial
in those statements. Yet upon
examination, it is obvious these
truths differ markedly from con­
cepts held by most professing
Christians.

Most people, for example, con­
sider a chu rch to be a building, or
at least those persons who have
"joined" a certain organization by
registering on its official rolls .
Some think the purpose of a
church is merely to perpetuate
itself and do little more than pro­
vide social events for its mem-
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bers. Others take an almost oppo­
site approach and become virtual­
ly obnoxious by trying to prosely­
tize and force people to believe as
they do and join with them.

Many at least give tacit approv­
al to the contradictory concept
that the true Church consists of
everyone everywhere who is at.
least trying to obey his own con­
science or moral code, in spite of
the fact that others' beliefs may
violently oppose his own.

Certainly, the Bible supports
none of these false yet common
misconceptions.

The Bible teaching

Various analogies are use d in
the Bible to help us understand
the function and purpose of the
Church - it is described as a
body, a family, a bride and even a
temple. But the word translated
"church" in the Bible is just the
Greek word ekklesia. It is a com­
mon noun meaning simply "a
group, crowd or assembly."

Upon this group God has
stamped the only tr ue name and
title of His Ch urch, "The Church
of God" (I Corinthians 1:2 and
many other verses). No other
name, no matter how derived or

well-intentioned , is authorized by
God's Word.

In spite of common misconcep­
tions to the contrary, one does not
become a member of the Church
of Go d by merely deciding to
"join" or reg ister on the Church's
rolls. T he process of finding and
uniting with God's Church begins
not with the individual convert,
but with God (John 6:44) . How­
ever, once a person is called by
God and after he responds to that
call with repentance and belief,
he will be baptized in accordance
with the scriptural admonition
(Acts 2:38). At that time he will
be begotten by the Holy Spirit of
God through the laying-on-of­
hands ceremony that accompanies
baptism (Acts 19:5-6) .

It is the receipt of this Holy
Spirit that places the convert into
the Church, and it is this same
Spirit that is his " card of mem­
bership" in the Church (I Corin­
thians 12: 13, Romans 8:9)!

He nce, the Church is not a
building or a computer listing of
registered believers, but a spiri­
tual organism or group composed
of those who have in truth been
called by God, baptized and
received the Holy Spirit.

This is not to say , however,
that the Church is some amor­
phous collection of believers of
different faiths or creeds, without
organization or uni ty . Jesus said
He would build His Church (sin­
gular), not churches (plural) .
Thus, the Bible reveals there is
only one true Church (Ephesians
4:4-5) . The true Church is not
divided into schisms or divisions
(I Corinthians 1:10-13) .

Some ma y recoil at the sugges­
tion that there is only one true



Church. Yet all churches by their
very existence proclaim them­
selves different from others, and
if different, then uniquely correct
(certainly not wrong!). But their
self-proclamations do not make
them the true Church. For the
Church is that genuine body of
believers in whom the Holy Spirit
dwells, a Spirit not given to
everyone, no matter how sincere,
but to those who repent and obey
God (Acts 5:32). .

Even God's true Church,
although in the final analysis a
spiritual organism, is not without
physical organization. The Bible
reveals a structure and govern­
ment for God's Church that is
faithfully followed. That struc­
ture consists of two main parts ­
the membership in general and
the ministry.

Membership, as has been
shown, comes from the calling of
God through baptism and receipt
of the Holy Spirit. Many verses
show the authority of the Church
to decide who is or is not a valid
member of the Church and hence
who mayor may not fellowship as
a member with it (Romans
16:17).

To administer the government
of the Church and to serve and
teach its members, God has pro­
vided an ordained ministry. It is
composed of those whom God has
specifically called to the role,
rather than the laity or volunteers
or those who merely wish to
choose the ministry as a career
(Hebrews 5:1-4, I Timothy 3:1­
7) . Those who show proof of such
calling by displaying the fruits in
their lives are ordained to the role
rather than elected.

Church government is from
the top down (a pyramidal hierar­
chy). At the very control of the
universe and all things is God the
Father. Under Him, with direct
and complete responsibility to the
Church, is Jesus Christ, who "is
head of the church" (Ephesians
5:23). Under Christ are the min­
isters, beginning with the rank of

apostle (Ephesians 2:20), with the
other ranks of the ministry such
as pastors and elders, along with
unordained administrative helps,
following down in authority and
responsibility as their abilities
and calling permit (I Corinthians
12:27-28).

To govern the Church, Christ
has given to it certain authority
and responsibilities, such as the
power to baptize, ordain further
ministers, decide matters of
administration (Matthew 16:19),
decide disputes between members
(Matthew 18:15-17), determine
who is a valid member and disci­
pline members if necessary, even
with excommunication if need be
(Romans 16:17).

In our modern society the
financing of the Church is of
supreme importance. The Church
has not been commissioned to
finance itself through the sale of
the Gospel, and is indeed forbid­
den to do so (Matthew 10:8). Nor
has it been relegated the undig­
nified chore of begging or asking
the public for money by broad­
cast , mail or on a street corner.

God : instead has commanded
all who would obey Him to faith­
fully tithe their increase and give
offerings of their substance. To
support the Church, God has giv­
en it the right to collect these
tithes and offerings due God
under His law.

God has not left His Church
without a specific duty or pur­
pose . Its primary purpose is to
preach and publish the Gospel of
the Kingdom to the world, not to
proselytize, convince or convert,
but merely as a witness (Matthew
24: 14) . This true Gospel message
is decidedly not the message
taught by this world's churches,
either in subject or purpose. Our
free booklet What Is the True
Gospel? explains further. Write
for it today!

The second purpose of the
Church is to baptize and teach
those whom God calls into His
Church (Matthew 28: 19-20). To
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this end the Church is like a
mother who nurtures and teaches
her children until they graduate
into life.

The ministry fulfills this pur­
pose as directed by Scripture (II
Timothy 4:2) and holds weekly
meetings on the Sabbath for such
instruction, in accord with He­
brews 10:25, biblical examples
and the meaning of the Sabbath
itself, which is said to be a "holy
convocation" - a holy assembly
or meeting time (Leviticus
23:3).

In addition, the various spiri­
tual needs of the congregation are
met with youth groups, Bible
studies and a host of activities
designed to promote unity and
fellowship. At no time, however,
is the Church allowed to drift
from its primary purpose of self­
lessly preaching the Gospel and
so degenerate into a local social
club that exists merely to enter­
tain or further itself.

Key verses

The biblical doctrine concern­
ing the Church is so important
that it makes sense to remember
some key verses about the sub­
ject. Some are:

Matthew 16:18 - Jesus said
He would build His Church; Acts
2 - the Church was founded on
the day of Pentecost with receipt
of God's Spirit; I Corinthians
12: 13 - we are placed into the
Church (a spiritual body) by
receipt of God's Spirit; Ephesians
2:20 - Christ is the head of the
Church; I Corinthians 12:4-5, 28
- the Church has a government
and is administrated by ministers
and lay helpers under them; Mat­
thew 16:19, 18:15-19 - the
Church has authority to make
binding decisions.

Jesus Christ's promise to build
His Church has not gone unful­
filled. But only those who truly
understand the purpose, role ,
identity and function of the
Church can fully understand the
purpose and plan of God. 0
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