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What DO
Churchgoers Believe

And WHY?
The plain truth is a little shocking - and illuminating!

By Herbert W. Armstrong

N othing is so astonish
ing as the truth! It is
often stranger than

fiction.
Most people who attend

church regularly, or even occa
sionally, would be really sur
prised if they shou ld probe
into their own minds far
enough to ask WHY they go,
and just WHAT is their reli
gious belief - and WHY.

Do you KNOW?

As a baby, I was taken to
church. As a child , I was taken to
Sunday school and church. It was
a Quaker church. I attended
church until I was 18. Then I
began attending the theater, the
athletic contests or the dance.

When we were married, my
wife and I felt we ought to attend
church. We looked over the
churches in the general area of
our home, selected one that was
convenient, respectable, with a
reasonably modern building, a
friendly and personable pastor
and members we liked socially .

But WHY did we join? WHY
did we attend church?

Well, we just felt we ought to
- that's about all. Did we stop to
reason why we ought to attend
church? Well, no. But all people
s hou ld attend church, should
they not ? We supposed so . Why?
We probably didn't think much

about why! But hasn't everybody
always heard that one should go
to church?

Of course! And so we simply
assume, take for granted and
accept without question what
we 've always heard. Usually we
don't know WHY.

What did w e belie've?

Did we have a definite reli
-gion? Reflect ing back, my answer
wou ld have to be "No" - how
about you?

What did we believe? Well, we
had no deep-rooted convictions.
We believed, of course, those
things we had most often heard
in church. We believed in heaven
and hell - an ever-burning hell.
We bel ieved in the immortality of
the soul. We be lieved in Sunday
and Christmas and New Year's
and Easter, and from boyhood I
had heard the pastor talk about a
few weird things, or names, or
something that had absolutely no
meaning to me - "Pentecost,"
"grace," "Antioch," "sanctifica
tion," "justification," "dead in
t respasses and sins ."

Of course I knew all those
thi ngs came out of the Bible 
but then, I always said, " I just
can't understand the Bible."

And, speaking of the Bible,
what does the average churchgoer
think about the Bible? I think
that in those years I was typical of
many. It was "the good Book." I
did, in a way, regard it with a

certain supersntious awe. It was
beyond my comprehension .

Of course I assumed our
church got its beliefs out of the
Bible. The preacher could under
stand it. But then , too , I grew up
looking on the minister as a per
son different from the rest of us.
He was a sort of holy man, not
tempted to sin or to enjoy the
worldly pleasures like the rest of
us . He was like a man from
another world .

But the Bible was the book
men laid their hands on when tak
ing the oath of office. And it was
the one book I should have been
too embarrassed to carry down
the street.

Did I look on it as "the Word
of God"? Well, yes , I suppose so.
But then I never thought of it in
specific terms as the message, the
instruction of God, to give man
the explanation of what he is, and
why he is here, and where he is
going, and how he ought to live,
and how he can be happy, and
prosperous, and enjoy life more.

Somehow "religion" was for
Sunday morning - except that I
had been taught that its prohibi
tions lasted all day Sunday. It was
sin to go to the theater on Sunday
and it was a sin to dance or smoke
or swear or drink at any time 
and even theater going was
"worldly" and probably a sin .
Playing cards was a sin, too.

Religion? Well , vaguely I had
(Continued on page 24)
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Do lbu Understand
God's Plan for

Widows and Orphans?
Almost 3,500 years ago, God made provisions for the

support of widows and orphans. Here is how this
ancient plan is being administered in a modern world.

By L. Leroy Neff

The poor. The sick.
Widows and orphan s.
The unemployed . El

derl y people who can 't sup
port themselves. It seems
ever y society has its less
fortun ate people, and ours
is no exception.

J esu s Himself sai d it would
always be so ( Mark 14:7)!

2 The GOOD NEWS

How th ese peopl e are helped
and the ex tent to which th ey are
helped va r ies f ro m plac e t o
place.

In th e United Stat es, for exa m
ple , th e govern me n t provid es
Social Security, welfare, th e Food
Stamp program , un employm ent
insurance and Aid to Dependent
C hild re n. In th e priv at e sec to r,
there is th e Red Cross, the
United Fund and th e Salvation

Army, to name only a few. T he re
has eve n been anot he r rev ival of
"soup kitch ens" to assis t those in
di re need .

Each country has its own ways
of ass isti ng the need y. Th e num 
bers of th ese peopl e and the var i- !i

ety and cos ts of benefits avai lab le :
see m to be increasi ng. ~

In most ar eas of the wor ld, ~
th ough , th e difficulti es do not ~

see m to be solved. Instead , the ~



problem grows more complex and
the vario us systems gr ow further
from reall y prov id ing properl y for
those in ge nuine need.

God 's plan - the overview

God , too, has a plan for caring
for people in need. Let me quote
from a co m pre he nsive article
entit led "Never More Urgently
N eeded - God's Plan to Help
th e Poor ," which appeared in Th e
Plain Tr uth:

" S itua t ions may arise where
someo ne in need has no relati ves
to help or reso urces to dr aw upon.
God 's progr am also provides for
suc h eventualiti es. Eve ry third
yea r th at the land was cult ivate d
and harvested (which is th e same
as say ing ever y third and sixth
yea r out of a seven-yea r cycle, for
th e land was to rest on th e sev
enth yea r - Lev. 25: 1-7), a spe
cia l tithe was to be collected. Its
pu rpose was to provide for whoev
er 'has no portion nor inh eritanc e
with you, and the st ra nge r and
the fatherless a n d the wid
ow . . . [th at they] may come
and eat and be sati sfi ed . . . '
( De u t. 14 :28- 29 ; 26 : 12- 15 ) .
Th ose who obse rve th is law even
today can testi fy how liberall y
G od rend e rs hi s bl essings in
return."

Let 's focus on th at sta te me nt
and explain in more detail exact ly
what God has instructed and how
it is bein g ca rried out tod ay in
His Church. This spec ial tithe is
sometimes ca lled the poor tithe.
However, it is not spec ifica lly
designated in Scripture as a tithe
fOF the poor as a class of people;
rather , it is for people who are in
certai n speci fied cat egori es.

Sometimes it is called th e third
tithe. though thi s design ation is
confusi ng to some people. It is
ca lled by thi s name to distinguish
it from th e fi rs t tithe. which is for
the direct support of th e Work of
God (Mal. 3:8-12), and th e sec
ond tithe. which is for eac h per
son's own use in keeping God 's
festi vals ( Deut. 14:22-27) .

One of th e two places where
th is tithe or tenth is mentioned is
Deuteronom y 14:28- 29:

"At the end of three yea rs thou
sha lt bring forth all the tithe of

thine increase the same year, and
shalt lay it up within th y gates:
A nd the Levit e, (because he hath
no part nor inheritan ce wit h
th ee,) and the st range r, and the
fatherless, and the widow, which
are within th y gates, shall come ,
and shall eat and be satisfied; th at
the Lord thy God ma y bless thee
in all the work of thine hand
which thou doest " (Authorized
Version) .

The third year tithe

Notice th at thi s tithe is to be
paid the third yea r, not eve ry
year. This means during the third
and sixth years of a seven-yea r
cycle, as mentioned in the next
ver se, Deuteronomy 15:1.

The state d purpose of thi s tithe
is to provide food for four classes
of people. The spiri t and inte nt of
th is law obviously includes not
only food but other needs of sus
tenance. These people would not
be "satisfied" with food alone, if
th ey were not also provided cloth
ing , shelter and other needs.

Notice the four categories of
people mentioned. The first had
" no part nor inheritance." The
second might be called an itiner
ant st ra nger or guest who was not
a part of the local community,
possibl y un employed and looking
for work. He might have needed
assis ta nce until he found employ
ment ; for him the assi st ance
would have been a sort of " pump
priming" until he could help him
self. The third, the widow , might
not have been able to be gainfully
employed if she had min or chil
dren or was eld erl y. The fourth ,
th e fatherless, were minor chil
dren who had no fath er. They
may or may not have had a moth
er, and could not support them
selves as minors.

There seems to be a common
denominator in these categories:
The people were not necessarily
poor, but th ey all might either
temporarily or permanently have
been unable to help themselve s.

A not he r important poin t is
mentioned in th e last part of ver se
29 : God would bless the tither in
all th at he did. See also Deu teron
om y 26:12- 15.

Obedience to God 's law brings

blessings. From a purely ph ysical
point of view, giving an addit ional
ten th of one's income ever y three
years would see m to be a curse,
not a blessing. But there is an
added dimension here - God! A
little later in this art icle we will
read of living proof that God doe s
bless people who obey this little
understood law.

Should apostles serve
tables?

In the N ew Testament there
are two passage s th at have a bear
ing on this Old Testament law.
The first is found in Act s 6:1:
"Now in those days, when the
number of the disciples was mul
tiplying, there arose a murmuring
again st the Hebrews by the Hel
leni st s, becau se their wid ows
were neglected in the dail y distri
bution ."

The newly est abli shed Church
of God had its growin g pain s. The
apost les did not have t ime to take
ca re of the ph ysical assistance to
widows that was required. These
physical duties would have kept
them from taking care of impor
tant spiritual duties.

The solut ion was to ordain sev
en specially ch osen men to th e
office we call deacon today . The
C hurc h took care of the need by
appoint ing and ordaining these
men to administer the distribu
tion of food and other necessities
for these widows.

The second text is I Timothy
5:3-16. Paul stressed that the
responsibility for widows' support
is primarily on children a nd
gr andchildren (ve rse 4) or othe r
relat ives. Those widows who had
no conve rted rel at ives to rel y on
had to rel y on th e Church.

Some have become confused
over verse 9, thinking it refers to
qu alific at ions for support by the
Church .

On close examination, though,
it should be evident that this
ver se is referring to a class of
w id ows who a p pa r e n t ly per
formed some kind of special ser
vice to the Church at that time.

This passage concludes with
verse 16: " If any believing man or
wom an has widows, let them
relieve them, and do not let th e
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churc h be burdened , th at it may
rel ieve th ose w ho a re really
widows." The last phrase in th is
verse reads as follows in the New
English Bibl e: "so that it [the
Church] may be free to sup port
th ose who are widows in the full
sense of th e term." T he C hurch,
was applying th e instruct ions of
Deut eronom y 14 and 26 in the
sp iri t and int ent of th e law by
prov iding for widows who had no
sup port from thei r own ph ysical
fami lies .

New conditions

T he administratio n of this
law mu st obvious ly be slight ly
differe n t now fro m w he n
Moses wrote it down almost
3,500 years ago. At that time it
ap plied to th e physical nat ion
or co ng regatio n of Isr ael , but
the adminis trat ion was handl ed
locall y in eac h tow n or city 
that is, "within thy gates."

Today, instead of a ph ysical
nation, we are a spi r it ua l body
of bel ievers - t he Ch urch.
These funds are ad mi nis tered
and accounted for by the hea d
quarte rs or by reg ional offices
around the world , bu t th e local
m inisters of God's C hurch
eva luate a ll local need s or
re q ues ts a nd t hen r equ est
c hec ks fo r th e app ropria te
amount each mon th for each
qua lifyi ng per son . Head qu ar
ters or regional accou nting
offices prepare and mail the
checks . For tem po rary or
immediate nee d, the mi nis ter
may iss ue c hecks lo c all y .
Detai ls, incl udi ng th e nam e of
the rec ipient and amoun t, are
then repor ted to the account
ing office.

In ancient Isr ael need was han
dled mainly by co ntributions of
foodstuffs fro m an ag ricultu ra l
comm unity . T oday assis tance is
throug h mo netary co nt r ibut ions .

T he C hurch un der th is pro
gram is assis ti ng th ose who can
not help th emselves. For th ose
who are neither widows nor fath
er less, assis ta nce is usu all y
offered on a te mporary basis. In
such cases it is usu all y the " pu mp
primi ng" applicatio n, or tem po
rary help until th e per son ca n

4 The GOOD NEWS

su pport himself again. W he n the
amo un t received by th e C hurch
exceeds t he need s of th e "widow ,
fat herless and strange r, " the
re maining fun ds are used for sa la
ries or ex penses of th e "spiritual
Levites," or th e min ist ry of the
C hurch, as prov ided for in Deu
ter onom y 14:29 and 26 :12.

Here are examples of the
blessings!

A nd now , here a re ac t ual
qu otes fro m th ose who have been

Third tithe assists those
who can't help themselves.

Both contributors and
recipients have learned that

God keeps His promises!

th e co ntributors as well as th e
recipients of this third t it he. T he
exper ience s of th ese peopl e prove
th at God keeps H is promises!

First, let's look at excerpts of
letters fro m co ntributo rs. Her e is
one fr om a family blessed with
pay bonuses, low heating bills, a
new bab y and mor e:

It is our third tithe year, and
we have been blessed for
trusting God to take up the
slack. My place of employ
ment has had much business

in fact , it has been boom
ing , which meant excellent
bonuses this past winter.
Also , in spite of a bitterly cold
January that witnessed mid
night deliveries of LP [liquid
petroleum] gas to two of our
neighbors , our bills were
incredibly low.

Now, with the coming of
spring and the end of the
heating season , the financial
outlook is brightening. We are
out of debt, with money in the

bank, and are considering
the purchase of a second
car. God has also blessed
us with the expected arrival
of a new family member by
the year 's end. We have tru
ly been blessed in the
Church of the living God.

Minnesota

T he employment outlook in
many cou ntries is indeed bleak .
Many are out of work or only
wor king part time. Does con
t r ibu t in g t h ird t ithe make
sense in such a sit uation ?

I just finished my third
tithe year. I must admit that
since I didn 't have much
work, I had to learn to have
faith in God to provide for
my needs. But it is true that
God does provide for every-
thing we need if we seek
His Kingdom and righteous
ness above all else. Recent
ly I received a rather large
sum of money, totally unex
pected, and a full-time job.
Our Creator is certainly
very generous and merci
ful.

Minnesota

God has blessed the entire
fami ly of this tither:

This has been my third tithe
year and God has blessed me
abundantly. I started a new
job a year ago and have
missed only two and a half
hours due to sickness. So He
has blessed me with good
health. My daughter got mar- j,
ried two months ago to a very ~

nice, clean-cut man. Also my ~

son and his wife were bap- ~

tized just a few days ago , ~



which was a very happy occa
sion. I could go on and on 
my cup runne t h over. I give
God thanks for blessing me so
abundantly.

Oklahoma

If you have not previous ly con
tri buted thi rd t it he, doing so for
the first time may seem strange
or eve n d iffi cult. Here are some
comments from people paying
third t ithe for the firs t time:

We have been in our new
home for just a week now, so
we thought we'd write and let
you know about our third tithe
year. It's the first one we've
ever had and it has been an
exciting learning experience.
We approached it with antici
pation but also with some
wondering of how we were
going to make ends meet.

To begin with , we were
able to buy very cheaply
enough good quality carpet to
cover the floor of most of the
rooms of the flat we were liv
ing in, and also our little vege
table garden yielded exceed
ingly well . My husband re
ceived a healthy pay rise and
also was allocated a new
office which just happens to
be in an area away from all
t he cigarette smoke that used
to be a part and parcel of his
other office.

Then we sold our flat and
were able to buy this house.
The house was the only one
on the market that was really
in our price range , and it has
almost every feature we
requested in our prayers, so
we 're thrilled. As well as all
this , there have been more
than the usual number of invi
tations to share meals with
others. We have been given
material and clothing , blan
kets for all the family and gro
ceries and food.

New Zealand

We have just completed our
first third tithe year and would
like to ten you how very much
God has blessed us through
out this year.

Just after our third tithe

year began, finance for our
first home was made available
to us. Previous inquiries in this
area, made a few months prior
to the start of our third tithe
year, had met with no suc
cess. In August of last year,
God provided us with a fine,
comfortable home complete
with a beautiful , established
garden. Then the government
announced that first-home
owners would qualify for a
special tax rebate of up to
$1 ,000 a year for five years.
What a bonus!

We had several pieces of
furniture for our home given
to us and managed to acquire
others at very reasonable
prices. Just after we moved
into our new home, I was giv
en a promotion in my job, and
a few weeks later, my hus
band was also given a raise in
income.

Our budget on paper just
did not seem to work out, but
we found that we always had
enough finance to pay any
bills and to buy the things we
required. We even had enough
for a week and a half's holiday
in the South Island.

New Zealand

Does it sound like paying third
tithe would cause undue hard
ships? Contributing in this way is
an act of faith, which God will
abundantly reward! Notice these
next experiences:

God is blessing me this
third tithe year with warmth, a
job, a ride to work , food ,
clothes, good health, peace of
mind, etc. - where do I stop
with all my blessings? I strive
daily to really thank God for
all He gives. We've been hav
ing cold , icy weather, but I am
still able to get to work. I real
ly like my work and have the
opportunity to set a good
example every day.

Oklahoma

My third tithe year will soon
end , so I wanted to take the
time to let you know about the
many btasstnqs my family and
I have received. I am self-

employed and for the first few
months of the third tithe year,
my business began to drop. I
lost several important ac
counts and became very con
cerned about being able to
provide for my family. Howev
er, I decided to trust God and
continue to tithe.

Since that slow start, God
has worked overtime to get in
all the blessings. Not only has
my business picked up the
loss, but it has increased by
almost 50 percent. I have
been able to take my oldest
son into business with me as
well as purchase expensive,
needed equipment and a new
business van. I have also seen
my son and daughter baptized
into God's Church and a sec
ond son accepted to Ambas
sador College in Pasadena.

North Carolina

My third tithe year has just
been filled with blessings. I
found an apartment just 10
minutes from my work , and
for a very reasonable price. I
also had unexpected income
and received a raise in my
work. I am certainly very
thankful to God.

France

I just want to tell you that I
have recently finished my
t h ird tithe year. When I started
it I received an inheritance.
During my third tithe year I
retired , being 65 years old,
and soon after I completed my
third tithe year my husband
gave me a completely new
kitchen. I am indeed well
blessed.

Canada

Once again I'm enclosing a
check for third tithe. It's a
wonderful feeling experienc
ing third tithe . Instead of
being burdened by more bills
and less money we are being
blessed with just the oppo
site. We've just paid off our
major credit card that we hav
en't been able to payoff in
three years, leaving us with
more money than if we hadn't
gone into the third tithe. Also
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I'm getting a raise and a pos
sible promotion. Not only that,
but in this time of economical
g loominess I've even got a
part-time job doing something
I've always wanted to do. To
top it off, when we come out
of our third tithe year our car
loan will be completely paid
off.

We just t hank the eternal ,
loving God for a wonderful
truth and third tithe because it
works - it really works.

Canada

Since commencing my third
tithe year I have been truly
blessed in many ways. Three
outstanding examples are:

1) Compensation for dam
age caused in a car accident.

2) A pay raise and five
months' back pay from the
beginning of the year.

3) A new interest of my w ife
in sewing clothes for the fami
ly , giving us better quality
c lothes at much lower cost.

Praise and thanks to the
almighty God who has devised
and ordained the tithing sys
tem! It really is a blessing to
be under God 's government.

Australia

Our family went to the
Feast this past year with the
realization that it was the
beginning of a third tithe year
for us. While we were gone to
the Feast a representative of
an oil company that has had a
capped well on our land since
we purchased the land six
years ago left papers at our
house regarding piping the
gas out. The oil company
offered us a substantial
amount per acre of the land
they would use for the pipe
line. Four weeks later t he man
was back with the papers for
us to sign, but the amount of
t he original offer had doubled.
We knew it was God fUlfilling
His promise of Malachi 3:10.
We were giving double to God
and He gave double right
back.

God 's laws truly are living
laws. How wonderful it is to

6 The GOOD NEWS

know that the third tithe is
going to help people in need.

Canada

It j ust doesn't seem to make
sense, at least on paper, does it ,
that you could pay an extra 10
percent of your income and yet
end ' up with more than you
started with? Well , read these
examples:

This year is my third tithe
year and I've been blessed
more than ever. Not only has
God blessed me with my
everyday necessities but also
with things I thought I could
never obtain - or at least
would have to wait until I
" s t r i k e it rich. " He even
healed me from a sickness I
had for about eight years.
Spiritually, I 'm learning , un
derstanding more and grow
ing. I feel good these days
and I have peace of mind , joy,
contentment and a craving for
God's inspired Word.

I've never in my life fel t so
blessed! Yet, I don 't deserve
one bit of it. It's the result of
the love of God for striving to
keep His commandments.

This time last year, I was
struggling along t r y i n g to
make ends meet. This year, I
have enough money to pay my
debts and even to give to
those in need. The strangest
thing in a third tithe year is
that no matter how hard you
try to figure it out on paper, it
never works - you always
come up short. But when you .
do what you have to , it always :
works out. God has not failed
me yet and I don't think He
ever will .

Washington , D.C.

It never ceases to amaze
me how a third tithe year is
always full of surprises. Each
month I make up a budget to
let me know where I stand
money-wise. Many times when
the budget is made up I find
that I am way into debt. But at
the end of the money, when
the real figures are put down,
I learn that I am either break
ing even or that I am saving

$5. I still have roughly six
more months to go before my
third tithe year is over, but I
am looking forward to see
what other surprises God has
in store for me.

Canada

My wife and I would like to
share with you some of the
incredible blessings we re
ceived during this third tithe
year. At the beginning of th~

year it just didn 't seem pOSSI
ble to , be able to make it
through the year, paying three
tithes on the income I was
receiving. But we both de
cided to step out and obey
God regardless. It certainly
paid big dividends. Our migh~y
Creator certainly backs up HIS
promises in wonderful and
mysterious ways. During this
year our every need was sup
plied in abundance, enabling
us to give and share many of
our blessings with others.

These were some of our
blessings, with estimated val
ue: new car ($4,000), clothing
and outings to restaurants
(hundreds of dollars) , new
Bible ($30), free car repairs
($500) , car insurance paid
($120) , anonymous money
sent in mail ($120) , food 
meat, honey, eggs, etc. 
supplied every week
(hundreds of dollars).

And the list goes on 
blessings too numerous to
record in this letter. God 's
way of giving certainly pays
off, as this year has proved to
my wife and me.

New Zealand

T h is n e x t wr iter actu ally
regrets that the third tithe year is
ending!

I must say I am in no hurry
to see my third tithe year end.
The benefits have been ob
vious , and I would like to
share them with you:

1) Three substantial pay
raises in the first six months.

2) Full-time use of a compa
ny vehicle.

3) The ability to save far
(Continued on page 23)



GNFOCUS

A Place for the Devil
By John A. Halford

Some years ago I was
in vited to vis it the

home of a young member of
th e Worldwide Church of
God in Asia. He was a stu
dent, and lived with his par
ents. His parents, however,
belonged to one of the
Oriental religions.

T h is m ade it difficult for

him to live a Christian life,
a nd he had several questions
he wanted to as k m e.

" W hat should I do about th at
thing?" he asked, pointing to a
small alta r hanging on th e wall.

S uch altars are a commo n sig ht
in As ia. Man y people put them
up to provide a place for th e
househ old gods . Ther e is usuall y
an ido l, some flowers and a few
incens e st icks.

" Each night, before he goes to
bed , my father puts some rice or
othe r food up th ere on the she lf
as an offering to th e ido l," th e
young man ex plained. " In th e
mo rni ng the food is go ne . Of
course, probabl y rats ea t it , bu t

even so, I don 't like it. It is as if
we have made a place for th e dev
il in our house."

I explained that he should not
worry, since an idol is nothing
(l Co r. 8:4), and th at at th e same
time he should respect his par
ents' right to pr actice th eir reli
gion. But I could see his point.
N obody in his right mind would
deliber at ely go out of th e way to
pr ovide a place for the devil ,

would he?
Or would he?

A place in your mind

Sat an is look ing for a
place. He doesn 't reall y
want a place on th e wall
of poor, con fused people
whom he has alread y
dece ived with a fal se
reli gion. He kno ws too
mu ch about th e truth .
What Sat an really wants
is a place in th e hear ts
and mind s of th ose God
has called out of rel i
giou s confusion to be in
Hi s t rue Church .

But God ' s c hos e n
people would not make a place for
th e devil, would they? Would
you? Don 't be too sure.

Sat an and his demons do not
need a physical place. They are
spirits - evil spiri ts - and th ey
are on the lookout for a spiri tua l
place to do th eir misch ief. That
place could be your mind .

U p until the time you are con
verted , your mind is carnal and
you cannot do the will of God
(Ro m. 8:7 ). But after con ver sion
you beg in, with the help of the
Holy Spirit, to make th at mind
th ink differ ently.

The apost le Paul explained this
in his letter to the peopl e of
ancient Ephesus. It seems th at

th ey had man y of th e same prob
lem s as we do today. So Pau l
wrote: " Put off, conce rn ing your
for mer co nd uc t, t he o ld man
which grows corrupt acco rding to
t he d e ce it fu l lu st s , a n d b e
re newed in th e spi r it of your
mind . . . put on th e new man
which was created accordi ng to
God , in righteousness and true
holiness" (Eph. 4:22-24) .

Paul then explained tha t wit h
God 's hel p, th e old ways of lying
and tr ying to take adva ntage of
ot he rs can be overco me : " T he re
fore, putting away lying, eac h one
spea k tru th with his neighbor , for
we are members of one anothe r"
(ve rse 25) .

Anger, bad temper , resentment
- th ey all have to be brou ght
under control. "'Be angry, and
do not sin': do not let the sun go
down on your wra th" (verse 26) .
A nothe r t ranslation says, "Never
go to bed angry."

That is excellent advice - to
be tak en lit e rall y, if possib le.
Don 't go to bed smolderi ng wit h
pent-up rage ove r th ings that
have happ ened during th e day. If
th at ange r is directed aga inst a
member of your family, resolve
th e problem before ret iring. If it
is a friend, a qu ick ph one call
might help .

"Never go to bed angry" is not
j us t a little plati tude that Pau l pu t
in to fill up space. It should be
followed. It is good advice. Yo u
will sleep bett er.

But there is a far more irnpor- '"
tant reason wh y you shouldn' t ~
allow yourself to smolder with ~
ange r . Notice the ne xt ve rse : ~
"Nor give place to th e devil" ~

(verse 27) . A n angry mind, full of ~
resentment and plans for reven ge, ~
makes a mu ch better place for ~

Sat an th e devil th an a she lf on th e ~
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wall. Satan, like a vulture, is con
stantly watching your mind, look
ing for a way to get in. Anger and
resentment are sentiments he
understands. If you give him a
chance, he will work on those
feelings to try to develop a root of
bitterness.

Devilish attitudes

Nearly two thousand years ago
Satan noticed that Judas Iscariot
was building an attitude of
resentment toward Jesus. Satan
waited patiently and then, when
the time was right, he was able to
enter into Judas and use him to
betray Jesus (Luke 22:3-4).

If Judas never had gone to bed
angry, his wretched attitude
could have been nipped in the
bud, and he probably would have
still become one of the original
apostles. Instead, he allowed his
angry mind to become a good
"place for the devil."

Anger is not the only emotion
that provides a shelf for the devil.
Look at James 3:14-15: "But if
you have bitter envy and self
seeking in your hearts, do not
boast and lie against the truth.
This wisdom does not descend
from above, but is earthly, sen
sual, demonic."

James is explaining that emo
tions such as envy and jealousy
and the desire for revenge are
never a product of the mind of
God . They come from the mind
of man, earthly and sensual (that
just means "natural").

But, James points out, these
thoughts are also "demonic" or
devilish. This is the way the devil
thinks. So when Satan finds a
mind that is consumed with envy,
twisted by feelings of outrage and
injustice and bent on revenge, he
finds a kindred spirit. It will be
easy for him to find a place in that
mind. Then, when he has settled
in comfortably, he can help feed
the envy and strife with his own
special brand of troublemaking.

If you allow it, Satan fans the
flames of hatred and strife and
makes them worse than ever.

Have you ever thought what a
wretched, competitive and utterly
miserable place the seat of
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Satan's government must be?
How can Satan have any spirit of
unity and harmony and love
among the demons he rules?
Their character, like his, is set on
rebellion. They feel resentment
toward God, who always thwarts
their plans. They have nothing
but hatred for the men and
women who are made in His
image. The demons know they
will be defeated, for Jesus already
has qualified to replace Satan as
world ruler . Satan has nothing to
offer them now, except an eterni
ty of frustration and thwarted evil
intent. There can be no real love
among demons - no loyalty, no
sharing, giving or cooperation.

Their only "success" can come
from seeing how many of God's
people they can trick out of eter
nal life. Satan and his demons
have no other purpose except to
"steal, and to kill, and to destroy"
(John 10:10).

Continuing with what the apos
tle James said: "Where envy and
self-seeking exist, confusion and
every evil thing will be there"
(Jas . 3:16).

The spirit of envy and strife
between people, especially God's
people, attracts Satan as surely as
dirt attracts cockroaches. And as
the roaches breed, and bring with
them disease, so the devilish mind
will fan envy and strife into con
fusion and every evil work. Never
forget what happened to Judas
when he made a place for the
devil.

Guard your mind

The Bible shows us that such
emotions as anger, envy, resent
ment and revenge must be con
trolled quickly, before they
become nesting boxes for the
thoughts of Satan. We cannot
allow him to get even a small
handhold.

You can keep Satan out of
your mind. He can find no place
in a mind that is quick to forgive
mistakes and that refuses to har
bor grudges. He is repelled by a
mind that is humble and refuses
to become discontented and
envious when others attain
achievement and success. He will

never be able to entice and lead
away a person who is totally
involved in performing God's
great commission and is prepar
ing for an eternity of service in
God's Kingdom.

His best efforts to break in and
enter will fail against a mind that
is always striving to look at things
the way God does, and is willing
to bring every thought under con
trol (II Cor. 10:5).

Jesus proved that it is possible
for a human being, with the help
of the Holy Spirit, to keep Satan
out: "Then Jesus was led up by
the Spirit into the wilderness to
be tempted by the devil. And
when He had fasted forty days
and forty nights, afterward He
was hungry. Now when the
tempter came to Him, he said, 'If
You are the Son of God, com
mand that these stones become
bread' " (Matt. 4:1-3).

Jesus could have thought,
There's nothing wrong with that!
I have every right to eat bread
after fasting 40 days - just as we
might think, I have every right to
hold a grudge against that person
after what he did to me.

But Jesus didn't give in. He
knew that, however appealing and
satisfying it may seem, giving a
place to the devil is always fatal.
And He knew that staying close
to God, rather than focusing on
carnal feelings, is the way to keep
the devil out. Satan did his best to
tempt Jesus, but Jesus resisted
him, and Satan eventually was
forced to admit defeat and slunk
away (Matt. 4:1-11). But the
tragic example of Judas shows us
just what can happen when a per
son - any of us - lets vanity,
anger, pride and resentment get
the better of him.

Some hours after he betrayed
Jesus, Judas apparently came to
his senses, at least in a carnal
way. He realized what he had
done and felt human remorse and
regret. Judas tried to undo the
damage, but it was too late (Matt.
27:3-5). He had made a place for
the devil, and Satan moved right
in and used him.

Satan would like to do the
same to you. D



QUEST IONS & ANSWERS
I Peter 2:21 says, "Christ

also suffered for us, leaving
us an example, that y 'ou
should follow His steps. " If
Jesus were not teaching celi
bacy by His example, why
didn't He marry?

In M atthew 19:4-6 , J esus con
firm ed th e sanc t ity of marriage in
th e eyes of God by qu oting from
th e creatio n account (Gen. 1:27 ,
2:24) . He further sanct ified mar
riage in verses 8 and 9, by st rict ly
te aching aga inst divorce.

But Jesus had valid re asons for
not marrying. The harsh physical
c irc ums ta nces sur round ing Hi s
ministry, prophesied in Isaiah 53 ,
would have prevented Him from
being th e par ent and husband He
would have wanted to be to se t us
an exa mple. A nd Jesus knew He
would d ie an ea rly, ago nizi ng
death th at would have left His
young wife a widow.

It would have been eas ier for
Jesus to go off, ge t married and
live a " normal" life, forsaking Hi s
mission on ea rth. But Hi s desire
to do th e will of Hi s Fa t he r
( Ma tt. 26:39) made H im willing
to forsake ph ysic al marri age, a
"good thing" (Prov. 18:22 ) , for a
better thing. A nd so He said :

"All cannot accept thi s saying,
but only those to whom it has
been given: for there are eunuchs
who were born thus from their
mother 's womb, and there are
eunuc hs who were mad e eunuc hs
by men , and th ere are eunuc hs
w ho h a ve m ad e th em sel ve s
eunuc hs for the kingd om of heav
en's sa ke. He who is able to
accept it , let him accep t it "
( Matt. 19:11-1 2) .

Those who are "able to accept
it" are those ca lled to a har sh ,
di fficult life-st yle for th e greater
good . Like J esus. A nd like the
apos tle Paul , who endured ship
wrecks , scou rg ings, impri son
ments and consta nt travel for th e
Gospel 's sake .

But ma rried life is not inconsis
tent with the life-style of th e

avera ge minist er se rving in a local
chu rch. Even Peter, the chi ef
a pos tl e, was m ar ri ed ( Mat t.
8:14) , and amo ng the desirable
ch aracteri stics of a deacon (I
Tim. 3:12), an elde r (T it. I :6) or
a " bishop" or m inister (I Tim.
3:2) is th at he be a married man ,
(I T im . 3:5). So we ca n say with
th e apost le Paul, on whose wri t
ings some claim to base a doctrine
of priestly celibacy, th at " mar
riage is honorable amo ng all, and
the bed undefiled" (Heb. 13:4) .
Paul even classified commanded
celibacy with doctrines of demons
(I Tim. 4:1-3)!

But, physical reasons aside, the
Bible shows that Jesus was not
free to marry in th e flesh , becau se
he was bound until death by a
previous marriage.

The Bible shows th at J esus was
th e Creator, th e God of th e Old
T est ament (John I: 1-3, 14, Eph.
3:9, Heb. 1:2) , and th e Old T est a
ment relat ionsh ip between God
(Jesus Christ) and the nation
Isr ael was a marriage coven ant
( Isa . 54:5, Jer. 3:14).

Thus, when Jesus Christ was
made flesh, He was st ill bound by
marriage to Isr ael, and was not
free to marry. If H e had married
in the flesh , He would have com
mitted adultery.

Christ's death terminated the
marriage covenant with Israel ,
making Him free to marry His
New Testament Church, which is
referred to as the Bride of Christ
(Eph . 5:22-27, 32, II Cor . 11:2) ,
to be married to Christ at His
Second Coming (Rev. 19:7- 9) .

Far from condemning mar
riage, J esus was preparin g H im
se lf, and is now preparing Hi s
C hurch, for the most joyous mar
riage to ever take place.

Should Christian brethren
close personal letters to one
another with the phrase "in
Jesus' name"?

T o almighty God a name has a
great deal of meaning.

God 's name is so important

th at one of th e T en Command
ments warns, " You shall not take
the nam e of th e Lord your God in
vain, for th e Lord will not hold
him gu iltl ess who tak es H is nam e
in vain" (Ex. 20:7) .

Jesus C hrist's name identi fies
Him as our Savior. It con veys to
our minds H is reputation and
responsibili tie s.

Yes, a nam e is important in
God's sight!

But just what does the phrase
" in Jesus' name" signify?

God's ministers, when per
forming the duties of their
offices, close their letters with
this phrase . Pastor General H er
bert W . A rms tro ng closes his let 
ters to co-workers and members
of God 's Church this way.

The phrase " in Jesus' name" is
just another way of say ing " by
J esus Christ's authority" or "as
the direct representati ve of J esu s
Christ. "

When closing a letter , God 's
minist er s use this phrase to signi
fy th at they are act ing as repre
senta t ives of J esu s Christ , doing
th e work of Christ and H is true
Church as Hi s ca lled and ch osen
ministers. It also shows th at J esus
Christ, th e living H ead of God 's
Church, back s up what they have
written in the body of the letter.

Since, when you are writing a
personal letter to someone else in
God's Church, you are not ac t ing
as Chri st' s representative, it
would be wrong to sign your let 
ter " in J esu s C hris t's name."
Doing so could ac tua lly be tak ing
C hrist's name in vain, for th e
phrase " in va in" (Ex . 20: 7)
means " to no use ful purpose. "

H ow ever , it would not be
wrong to close a letter to a friend
with a phrase such as "in Chris
tian fellowsh ip" or " in Christi an
love." Us ing this type of closing
to a per sonal letter. is perfectly
accepta ble in God 's sight. It con
veys th at close. truly deep rel a
tionsh ip we have together in and
through Jesus Christ, as member s
of Hi s Church. 0
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Jesus Died for You
CanYou Live

for Hilll?
Jesus Christ died an agonizing death so you could be reconciled

to God. How should Jesus' incredible sacrifi ce affe ct you?

By George M. Kackos

O n a hot, st ifling day
in July, 194 1, a pris
oner esca ped from

his labor detail at Ausch
witz, t he N azi concent ra
t ion camp in Pol and.

Th e ca m p co m ma nde r
wa rned tha t 10 men from th e
escaped pr isone r 's 60 0-man
cell block would die in reprisal
if he were not found.

H e was not.
All the nex t day, the re mai ning

prisone rs fro m t he ce ll block
stood at atten tio n. At 6 p.m. th e
ca mp commander, Co l. Fritsch,
announced th at th e fugi tive had
not been caught. The select ion
proc ess beg an . T en times he
stopped, pointed and spo ke a sin
gle word: " Yo u!" The con de mned
men were shove d forward by th e
guards.

One man, a Po lish so ldier,
pleadi ng ly cr ied out: "My wife!
My poo r childre n!"

As th e 10 men were sta nding
in fo rm at ion , r e ady t o b e
mar ched off to an underground
ce ll to die by starvatio n, an I I th
ma n, M aximili an Kolbe, ca me
forwa rd and unselfishl y asked to
take the place of th e Polish sol
dier who had cried out.

Th e camp co mma nde r was
astonishe d bu t, ap parently satis
fied by Kolb e's offe r, acce pted
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the requ est. M aximi lian Kolbe
died as a martyr.

A re markable story, isn't it 
a touc hi ng account of one man's
love for ano t he r. It st irs th e
depths of human emotion.

Ho w much mor e rem arkabl e is
the death of Jesus Christ!

What k ind o f fe el in gs are
sti rred withi n you when you con
template J esu s ' suffe r ings on
your beh alf ? A re yo u deepl y
aware of th e One who volun
teered to die for you? W hat does
His death mean to you pe rsonal
ly? How much do you apprec iate
w ha t H e e n d u re d o n yo u r
beh alf?

Just as those soldi ers were
assigned to die, we , too, face cer
tain death without Jesus C hrist
(Ro m. 3:2 3, 6:23).

A nd j us t as one of those sol
diers was give n a reprieve by
M aximil ian Kolbe's heroic sacri
fice, all hu mani ty - not just one
per son - has hope of eternal life
through J esus who offe red Him
self (Ro m. 5:9-11 ) .

Yet how ofte n do we fail to
deeply comprehend and th ink
about th e death of Jesus C hrist?
The hecti c, mind- dulling pace of
eve ry day li fe ov erw he lms us.
W e' re kep t bu sy, ofte n se lfishly
pursui ng our own interests . Jesus
does not ta ke a central place in
our thinking - H e is forgo tt en
along with othe r past eve nts . It

seems our primary foc us is on
ourselves .

T hat is one reason we need the
Passover. It is a me morial - a
re mi nder - of Jesus' sacrifice, a
t im e to deeply ponde r our Savior,
th e relat ionsh ip we should have
toward H im and th e life we mu st
live as t ru e C hrist ians .

Determined from creation

Turn your th oughts to the time
of the foun dation of th is world
nearly 6,000 years ago, the very
t ime of humanity'S creation.
Adam and Eve, the first humans,
chose to si n - rebel agai nst
God's way of li fe - a lmost
immediately. It was th en t ha t
J esu s Christ chos e to d ie for
humanity - He was "slain from
th e fo undat ion of th e wor ld "
( Rev . 13:8) .

T hink about what this means:
J esus lived with the thought of
His impending death for thou
sa nds of years . We can only
attempt to ide nt ify with some of
Hi s th ou ghts as He waited for the
time to begin H is mi ssion .

It must have be en di fficult
thinking about becoming huma n
- faci ng host ile peopl e, bein g
te mpte d by Satan and then suf
feri ng cr uc ifixion, one of t he
mos t hideous forms of death . Yet,
J esu s bor e t hose t ho ughts for
you!

What was it like to become



human ? For us, it is a blessing 
we go from being nothing to
being something. But Jesus had
to give up His existence as a
member of the God Family, give
up His glory and power, divest
Himself of being spirit and run
the risk of failing.

Don't think for a moment it
was easy :

"Let thi s mind be in you which
was also in Christ Jesus, who ,
being in the form of God, did not
consider it robbery to be equal
with God, but made Himself of
no reputation, taking the form of
a servant, and coming in the like
ness of men .

"And being found in appear
ance as a man , He humbled Him
self and became obedient to the
point of death, even the death of
the cross" (Phil. 2:5-8) .

Saying farewell to the One who
would become His Father must
have been hard. A bond of close
ness that had existed for eons had
to be broken . For the Father, it
meant giving up the only other
member of the God Family and
allowing Him to live a life of
hardship and trial until He died
in agony. This act itself was a
deep expression of God the
Father's love for us (John 3:16).

What a humbling experience
- the Creator being part of the
creation! He had to become a
fetus in His mother's womb and
be born in a stable.

From this abased beginning,
Jesus grew to manhood. All the
while, He obeyed the Father,
preaching the Gospel, healing the
sick and casting out demons.
Through Him , disciples were
called and trained for their
important mission .

Finally, everything required of
Jesus during His human life was
fulfilled . From His preaching to
living a sinless life, Jesus had
done the job perfectly.

At age 33, after a three-and
one-half-year ministry, He was
now ready for the most grueling
experience of His life - an expe
rience He surely didn't deserve.
But He willingly accepted death
for you, looking to the future joy
He would experience when you
are in Hi s Family enjoying the

benefits of eternal life (Heb.
12:2) .

Jesus knew that God would
have no spiritual progeny unless
His blood were shed first. Now
Jesus was prepared to do what no
mortal human could.

What were the events of that
final day in Jesus Christ's life
like? Let's look backward nearly
2,000 years and relive, hour by
hour, one of the most momentous
days in history.

The fateful evening

God reckons days from sunset
to sunset (Lev. 23 :32). Jesus
began the last day of His human
life at sundown the end of Tues
day , April 24 , A .D. 31.

lt was the time of the celebra
tion of th e Passover, when the
people killed the Passover lamb in
remembrance of the first Pass
over kept in Egypt, when the
firstborn children of Israel were
spared from death.

After the meal, Jesus washed
the disciples' feet, leaving them
an example of humility and pic
turing that His sacrifice would
wash them of their sins .

Then He introduced bread and
wine as new symbols to the Pass
over. Taking some bread, He
broke it and said, "Take, eat; this
is M y body." Taking a cup of
wine, He said: " Drink from it, all
of you. For this is My blood of
the new covenant, which is shed
for many for the remission of
sins" (Matt. 26:26-28). These
symbols signify the meaning of
Jesus ' death .

After talking awhile with His
disciples, giving them final
instruction and encouragement,
Jesus went to pray. His impend
ing death began to weigh heavily
on Him and cause great mental
anguish. Thoughts of suffering
tormented His mind. Could He
endure the humiliation and pain?
Was the manner of His death
really necessary?

His prayers to His Father
reveal how He really felt at that
moment:

"He went a little farther, and
fell on the ground, and prayed
that if it were possible, the hour
might pass from Him. And He

said, 'Abba, Father, all things are
possible for You . Take this cup
away from Me; nevertheless, not
what I will, but what You will' "
(Mark 14:35-36).

"And being in agony, He
prayed more earnestly. And His
sweat became like great drops of
blood falling down to the ground"
(Luke 22 :44).

Jesus' intense communication
with God the Father ultimately
bridled His human emotion and
left Him prepared for His forth
coming ordeal.

Arrest and trial

Near midnight the opportunity
for privacy vanished. In the dis
tance Jesus heard shuffling foot
steps and muffled voices break
the still of the night air.

Soon the light from many
torches cast a flickering glow on
the face of Judas the betrayer as
he arrived from the chief priests
and Pharisees with sold iers and
officers.

Seizing Jesus, they bound Him
and took Him to the home of
Annas, father-in-law of Caiaphas,
the high priest that year, and then
to Caiaphas himself (John 18:13,
24) . There testimony was brought
against Jesus, but it was both
false and contradictory - out
right lies . Finally, two false wit
nesses proclaimed that Jesus said
He was able to destroy the Tem
ple of God and build it in three
days.

Caiaphas, arising in anger ,
questioned Jesus : "Well, what
about it? Did you say that or
didn 't you? "

Jesus kept silence.
"Answer the question! Are you

the Christ?"
Still no answer.
"I adjure You by the living

God that You tell us if you are
the Christ, the Son of God."

Jesus replied: "I t is as you said.
Nevertheless, I say to you, here
after you will see the Son of Man
sitting at the right hand of the
Power, and coming on the clouds
of heaven ."

Furiously ripping his clothes,
Caiaphas yelled loudly: "Blasphe
my! Blasphemy! Why do we need
any further witnesses? You have
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heard His blasphem y! What is
your verdict? "

The chief pri est s and memb er s
of th e Sanhed r in, now furthe r
inci ted by Cai aphas, ag reed th at
C hrist mu st be put to death .

What a travesty of j us t ice!
Christ , th e perfect hu man being,
sinless and filled with love, sen
tenced to die for bei ng th e So n of
God! Yet suc h was the rage of
men who, professing to kn ow
God , becam e th e instruments of
Sat an .

Exploding in anger, a priest
slapped Jesus on th e head , th en
spit in Hi s face. Other s join ed
him, casting verba l insults and
st riking Jesus' bod y and spitt ing
in His face.

One ruggedly built officer dou
bled up his fist and sent it mer ci
lessly into Jesus' stomach. J esus
co llapsed to Hi s knees in pain ,
but so meone el se jerked Him
upright. Blood began to mix with
spittle and run down Jesus' face
and bod y.

The gro up de cided to taunt
J esu s fur th er. They blind fold ed
Him and th en took turns striking
Him , as king: " W ho hit yo u,
prophet ? Tell us!"

J esu s' punishment cont inue d
for hou rs. As dawn near ed , th e
chief pri ests and elde rs discu ssed
putting J esu s to death ' ( Matt .
26 :59-68, 27 : I).

Before the Roman authorities

As th e ra ys of the sun filled the
m orning s k ies, J e su s was
marched off to Pil ate for th e offi 
cial Rom an verdict ( Mat t. 27:2).
Surely, the reli gious authorit ies
thought, Pilat e would be quick to
order His death.

As J esu s stood be fore th e
Rom an procurat or , false acc usa 
tions were raised against Hi m.
J esu s was ruining th e nat ion ,
J esus was encouragi ng peopl e not
to pay taxes - th e cha rges went
on and on .

But Pilat e was not convinced.
He answe red, " I find no fault in
this man ."

T en sions mounted be t ween
Jesus' acc users and Pil ate. Then
Pilat e d iscovered J esus was fro m
Galil ee.

Her e was a way out of th e situ-
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at ion, Pilat e th ought. He ordered:
" Send Him to Herod in J erusa
lem. He has j urisd ict ion - let
him pass judgment! "

H erod was pl eased by th e
opportunity to see J esus. He had
heard many thi ngs about Him
and wished to see a miracle. Yet
J es us main tai ned H is sile nce,
un willing to per form a mi racle or
answer ques tio ns at all.

H ow could anyo ne defy Her
od? H e orde red th at J esus be
dressed in a beauti ful robe, and
then Herod and his soldiers began
mocking th e One who is King of
kings and Lord of lords.

Though he had humiliated
Jesus, Herod was not eager to
deal further with Him and so sent
Him back to Pilat e (Luke 23: I
ll) .

Pil at e by now per ceived th at
the chief pri est s and elde rs had
delivered J esus to him out of envy
(M ark 15: 10) . T he refore, he was
read y to rel ease J esus fro m cus to
dy. Since it was th e cus to m for a
pr isoner to be released at this
time of year, he fel t this could
eas ily be accomplished . But he
was wron g!

While C hrist was with Herod,
the chief priest s had not been
idle. They had cont inued their
fal se accusat io ns , inci ti ng th e
peopl e against Christ. So when
Pilate offered to release a pri son
er, th ey chose Bar abbas, a con
victed murderer.

Surprised by th eir choice, he
as ked their d es ire r egarding
Jesus . The answer came back
loud and clear : "Cruc ify Him!"

" But what evil has he done?"
qu eried Pilate.

The o nly answe r fro m t he
crowd ca me in frenzied cha nts
th at grew louder and louder :
"Cru cify Him! C ruci fy Him!"
( Mark 15:6-1 5) .

Pil at e felt trap ped between his
fee lings th at J esus was innocent
and of wa nting to placat e the
peo ple who might undermine his
rul ership. H e asked for a basin of
wate r. Standing befor e th e crow d,
he washed his hands, say ing: " I
am inn ocent of th e blood of this
j ust Per son. You see to it" (Matt.
27:24).

Chri st , swollen and beaten ,

weary and humiliat ed , was now
orde re d to face scourg ing and
cruc ifixion, one of th e most pain
fu l and ign ominious for ms of
death eve r devised by th e Satan
insp ired minds of human s. The
awful sce na rio proba bly un fold ed
in th e followin g manner.

The agony of scourging

A burly, we ll-t rai ned Rom an
soldier was ca lled to ad mi nis te r
th e sco urgi ng. He had learned to
be co ld and brutal and was hard
ened to suffer ing .

A rme d with a whip-like inst ru
ment co nsis t ing of seve ra l leather
tho ngs reinforced with chunks of
met al in th e tips, he stood by th e
a lready pain-wracked body of
Christ. Car efully he positioned
himself.

The air cracked with th e sound
of the sco urge, then J esus felt
incredible pain whe n st ruck. Blow
upon blow tor e away at Hi s once
powerfu l bod y, as He cried out in
ago ny.

Soon th e prophecy of Isaiah
was fulfilled : " J us t as man y we re
as tonished at you, so His visage
was mar red mor e th an any man,
and Hi s form mor e th an th e sons
of men " (lsa. 52:14). So savage
was th is horrible beatin g th at
J esus' very bon es began to be torn
out of joint and exp osed ( Ps .
22:14 , 17)!

Wi th His to ngue thick and dry
in H is throbbing he ad , blinded
a nd be at en s eve r e ly , J esu s
awaited th e next event in suffe r
ing death for yo u and me . It was
soo n to come.

Sensing th at C hrist was near
ing death , th e sold ier sto pped th e
sco urg ing . Hi s tormentors re 
placed His clothes with a scarle t
robe and twisted a crown fro m
th orns and mock ingly jam med it
upon His head . They placed a
reed , a mocki ng sym bol of rul er
ship, in Hi s right hand.

The sol diers beg an kn eel ing
and say ing, " Hail, Kin g of th e
J ews." Then they wre nc hed th e
reed fro m Hi s hand and used it to
strike H is head . Spittle again cov
ere d His face. The humiliation
was nearl y complete .

Though J esus had been badl y
di sfigured, th e soldiers led Him



int o th e st reet before th e people.
Man y were shoc ked at th e sight.

W eakened, J esus was un able to
carry the sta ke thrust upon Him.
Collapsing under its weight, He
st ruc k th e dirty stone street. " Get
up!" yelled th e sold iers . "Kings
don 't grove l!" th ey lau ghed.

Simon of Cy rene, s tand ing
nearby, was orde red to ca rry the
st ake. S lowly th ey mad e th eir
way to Golgotha, "the place of
the skull," a hill just outside the
city ( Matt. 27: 26-33).

Jesus was now to experience
one of the most horrible forms of
de ath eve r devised .

Death by crucifixion

The sold iers nailed Jesus to th e
sta ke and raised it int o an upright
position . The marred body of th e
Savior of humanity hu ng limply
s ilho ue tt e d agai ns t the blu e
skies .

The scorching sun beat upon
Jesus' body. Infection from th e
scourg ing, th e beatings and nails
in His hands and feet began to
fest er.

In sects swar med Hi m , a t
t rac te d by th e open wounds.
Jesu s C h r is t o u r Lord w a s
wracked with terrible pain .

Yet His tormentors cont inued
jeerin g , wag g ing th eir heads ,
laughing and shout ing epithe ts.
" H e ca n save ot he rs," th ey
scoffed, "but no t Him self! "
(Matt. 27:39-44).

Thou gh Hi s bod y was torn,
Jesus managed to utter words
that revealed His perfect charac
ter: "Father, for give th em , for
they do not know what th ey do"
( Luke 23: 34).

Grueling hours of terrible suf
fer ing passed . At about 3 o' clock
(Matt. 27:45) , Wednesday, April
25 , A .D . 31 , th e sky darkened 
Jesus' death was near.

At long last J esus had reached
the point He knew thousa nds of
yea rs earlier th at He would have
to face alone .

Nearly 4,000 years had passed
s inc e humanit y's s ins forced
Christ to deny humans acc ess to
His S pirit (Gen. 3:24) . In His
mind He knew He would have to
bridge th e gap created by the sins
of th e generati ons th at follo wed

Adam and th e gener ati ons th at
would follow His death. The ago 
ny of being cut off from God
whil e bearing our sin s ( Isa. 59: 2,
II C or. 5:21) caused Him to cr y
out , " ' E li, Eli, lama sabach
th an i?' th at is, ' My God , M y
God , why have Y ou forsake n
M e?' " (Matt. 27:46) .

C rus he d and drained , J esu s
gasp ed for breath. Hi s throat
parched, He asked for a drink. A
sponge filled with vinegar was
raised to His lips. Yearning for
m oi sture , H e gulped at th e
sponge only to have H is mouth
bitter ed by th e vile liquid.

Just afte r th at , a leering sold ier
savagely thrust a spear into J esus'
side. From the hideous wound
poured wat er and blood.

A nd then , with a final agonized
scream, Jesus C hrist died ( Matt.
27:50) .

He had lived a perfect life. But
on this final day of His life He
endured ridicule and incredible
punishment at the hand of Jews
and ge nt iles for a ver y spec ial rea
son: He wants you in His Family!
H e wants you to live in eternity.
He suffered and was for saken for
you - for your sins .

How should you react?

How should Jesus C hrist's sac
rifice affect you? What change
sho uld it m ak e in yo u r li fe ?
Shouldn 't it mak e a d ram at ic
ch ange in you - a life-alt ering
change?

On the day of Pentecost follow
ing Christ's de ath, th e inspired
apost le Peter made it clear: W e
all kill ed C hrist.

Reali zin g thi s, Pet er 's listen er s
were affec ted both intellectually
and e motio na ll y. They ask ed ,
"What shall we do ?" (Acts 2:36
37) .

Pet er gave the answer: "Re
pent, and let ever y one of you be
baptized in th e nam e of J esus
C hrist for th e remission of sins;
and you sha ll receive th e gift of
th e Holy Spirit" (ver se 38) .

Repentance means cha nging. It
me ans turning from sin. It means
living for God 's will, not your will
(I Pet. 4: 1-2) . This is our reason
able service:

" I bese ech yo u there fore ,

brethren , by the mercies of God ,
th at you present your bodi es a
living sacrifice, holy, accepta ble
to God, which is your reasonable
ser vice .

" And do not be conformed to
this world, but be transformed by
th e renewing of your m ind , th at
you may prove wh at is th at goo d
and accepta ble and perfect will of
God" (Rom . 12: 1-2) .

As we approac h the Passover
season, we need to deeply consid
er the sac rifice of Jesu s Christ
and our spiri tua l lives. How much
do we appreciate C hrist's sac ri
fice? How mu ch do we live to
perform God 's wi1\? Do we rely
upon Hi s example to resist sin
(Heb. 12:3)'1

Tri als so met imes overwhelm
us. Thoughts of injustice ("That's
not right!") and se lf-pity (" W hy
me ?" ) ofte n arise, resulting in
wrong attitudes.

When thi s happen s to you,
think about Christ , who suffered
far greater injustices and im
men se physical anguish, and yet
kept a right attitude. By doing
this you can see your tri al in a
new light and maintain a Christ 
like att it ude.

Live for Christ

The death of M aximili an
Kolbe had a profound effect on
th e man he saved, Fra ncis G ajow
niczak. A t fir st he wept and
re fused to eat. Then a friend sa id :
" Take hold of yourself! Is the
man to die for nothing?"

In th at moment, G ajowniczak
mad e up his mind he mu st live.
He decided th at he mu st not
was te th e gift of life given him.
With newfound det erminat ion he
s u rv ived those g r im years in
Auschwitz.

What abou t you ? Will the
death of J esus C hrist give you
newfound d eterm in ation a nd
drive to live - not for se lf, but
for Him ? Will this Passover help
you end ure the trials and tests of
life ? Will it enable you to survive
- not Auschwitz, but this mod
ern Bab ylon ?

If so, then Christ's death will
not be in vain for you. It will be of
great value - value th at will cul
min ate in your et ernal life! 0
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By Jerold W. Aust

able context in whic h to find one
se lf! But, acco rd ing to th e gos pe l
acco unts in your Bibl e, Barabbas
was se t free b y th e R om an
authorit ies at the ex pense of J esu s
C hrist 's li fe.

The time sett ing was th e Pass
ove r : "Now at th e feas t the gove r
nor was accustomed to re leasing
to t he m ulti tu de one prisoner
who m th ey wis hed.... There
fo re, whe n th ey had ga t hered
togethe r , Pilate sa id to th em,
'Whom do you wa nt me to rele ase
to you? Bar abbas, or J esu s who is
call ed C h ris t?' .. . T hey said,
' Bara bbas !' . . . Then he rele ased
Barabbas to th em ; and whe n he
had scou rged J esu s, he delivered
Him to be cruci fi ed " ( Mat t.
27: 15-26) .

Why not release J esu s, who
had not si n ned - wh o had
br oken no law? A nd wh y should
the people - actua lly, in thi s
case, a howling mob - have been
acco unt ed worthy of judging who
should be released ? A bsurd!

Yet th er e was a great purpose
to th is ter r ible traves ty of j usti ce .
W e're talk ing abo ut J esu s, our
Passover! U ndersta nd: Had it not
hap pen ed th is way, you and I
co uld never be t ruly free .

Why? Read on. Ther e is much
sy mbo lism in wha t hap pened to
Bar abbas.

Barabbas and you

No one likes to adm it to being
(Continued on page 17)

ou
re Free!

Barabbas set free

Barabbas, whose name meant
"son of th e fat he r" (remembe r
that), was a notoriou s crim inal in
first-ce nt ury Palest ine . He had
been co nvicted of both murder
and sedit ion, making him liabl e to
exec u tio n und er J ewi sh a nd
Rom an law alike. Not a co mfort-

Few people know what real freedom is.
The story of Barabbas reveals the truth.
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Ne you a "free spirit"?
Do you kn ow anyone

who likes to con sid
er hi mself or hersel f a " free
sp irit"?

A "free spi ri t" is usuall y
defi ned as one unha mpe red by
traditiona l va lues and morals
- one who does whatever he
or she feels is good or exciti ng,
and who is proud of it.

Freedom is one of humanity's
most cherished values.

Even some who conside r them
se lves Christians, especially many
who bel ieve th ey have been " born
again," claim freedo m - free 
dom fro m sin and its pen alties,
freedom fro m any responsibility
to keep God's law s.

But is anyo ne truly free? Espe
cially, are C hris t ians free from
keep ing God's commandment s or
from ca rnal pulls ? What is real
freedom and how ca n one know
he or she is truly free?

The story of Barabbas sheds
much lig ht on ul t imat e freedom
and how it is obtained .



By Jerold W . Aust

Simon of Cyrene showed what we must
do after we are freed from sin's hold.
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exhausting nightlong scourging
by Roman soldiers. The Greek
word for "cross" can mean a
straight tree without its branches,
or a stake.

At one point along the path,
which was line d with gaping spec
tators, Jesus may have stumbled
under the heavy weight of His
own crucifixion stake.

Perhaps He dropped to one
knee and inhaled deeply, refilling
His burning lungs, and attempted
to reposition the heavy tree or
stake so He could rise again and
carry it on .

But the strength Jesus had
enjoyed in much bett er times was
sapped, His body critically
injured and weakened by the
vicious beating He had endured.
Jesus no longer even looked like a
human being (lsa. 52:l4)!

A burly Roman officer stand
ing nearby observed the impossi
bility of Jesus' continuing with
the cross and looked menacingly
at the crowd, evaluating who
might be able-bodied enough to
be drafted to help the exhausted
carpenter carry His death instru
ment.

Out of the hooting crowd the
soldiers pulled Simon of Cyrene,
probably a large, stocky farmer
who had come in from the coun- ~
try to keep the Spring Holy Days. ~
"You - yes, you!" one of the ~

soldiers screamed. "Get over here ~

and carry this stake!" ~
Simon probably was thinking: ~

ow
Car r y It!

He carried the cross

Remember that Jesus was
required to carry His own cross
up the hill of Golgotha, and this
after an unbel ievably pa inful and

H OW many professing
Christians do you
know who believe

that Jesus "did it all" for us
on the cross - that His
sacrifice did away with
God's law and freed us
from any responsibility to
keep God's command
ments?

Millions of Christians be
lieve that this is exactly what
happened!

But is that what God's Word
really says? Let's see.

If Jesus did it all for us, then
why does He require us, on the
authority of the New Testament,
to repent of our sins and obey the
commandments (Acts 2:38,
I John 2:3-4)? If there is no law,
how could we be guilty of sins of
which we must repent?

No, there is much we must do .
Jesus' sacrifice was only the
beginning of God's plan of salva
tion . We have a great respons ibil 
ity to fulfill as a result of that
sacrifice.

What we must do is captured
for us in the example of Simon of
Cyrene.



Why do they have to bother me?
I don't want anything to do with
this business. What if they nail
me to the stake instead of Him ?
Say, this is heavy. Wonder what
He did to deserve this?

" C arry it!" the soldier bel
lowed . Simon swung it to his
shoulders . Step after trudging
step, he carried it out of the city
gates and up the rounded hill to
the top of Golgotha. There he
quickly laid it down and melted
into the crowd again (Matt.
27:32-33, Mark 15:21-22, Luke
23:26) .

This had been a critical time in
Simon's life and a critical time
for all of humanity. If Jesus had
quit in those hours of great
anguish and excruciating pain, we
would not have a Savior!

By carrying Christ's cross,
Simon did, in type, what every
one of us must do : become like
Jesus Christ.

As Matthew 10:24-25 says: "A
disciple is not above his teacher,
nor a servant above his master. It
is enough for a disciple that he be
like his teacher, and a servant like
his master."

At first glance we might con
sider Simon to have been an inno
cent bystander. But was he ? Not
when one considers Romans 3:23
and 6:23. Notice what these
verses tell us about the position in
which all human beings find
themselves:

"All have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God" (Rom.
3:23).

"The wages of sin is death, but
the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord" (Rom.
6:23).

All of us, God says, have
sinned - broken God's perfect
law - and brought on ourselves
the penalty of eternal death.

But the death of Jesus Christ
- who lived a perfect life as a
human, who never committed a
single sin and thus did not earn
the death penalty for Himself 
pays our death penalty for us .

That is, upon our repentance
and turning to go the opposite
way - to live God's way instead
of the sinful way we have been
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following - the way that pro
duces death - God applies the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ to our
case and considers our penalty
paid. We are justified by Jesus'
blood, and we shall be saved by
Jesus' life (Rom. 5:9) .

But Jesus' sacrifice, while it
pays our penalty, does not remove
all responsibility from us. There
is still much God expects us to
do. What parallel can we draw
between Simon's service and
what God expects of us?

OUf heavy responsibility

When Jesus walked the dusty
roads of Galilee, many people fol
lowed. Some wanted to ask ques
tions . Some wanted to see a spec
tacle. Some wanted to be fed.
And a few were moved to accept
Jesus' teachings .

On one occasion , Jesus stopped
and placed a heavy responsibility
on the shoulders of this last group
- the same responsibility He
places on your shoulders today.
You determine whether you will
follow Jesus by these criteria:

"If anyone comes to Me and
does not hate [love less by com
parison] his father and mother,
wife and children, brothers and
sisters, yes, and his own life also,
he cannot be My disciple. And
whoever does not bear his cross
and come after Me cannot be My
disciple" (Luke 14:26-27).

Can Simon's example be any
plainer for us? Jesus bore His
cross, the ultimate symbol for
Christian persecution, to the
death (Phil. 2:8) . Simon, in type
for us, helped bear the true
Christian's burden for and with
Christ. Once freed from sin, we
are to come out of this world and
practice God's way - to take on
God's very nature.

Can you do it ? Can you bear
the cross with Christ? Like
Simon, you must. God has called
you to do so. It wasn 't by your
choice.

The life of a true Christian is
not an easy one, but the alterna
tive is the way of this Satan
inspired world, which is destined
to perish (I John 2: 15-17).

The rewards are fantastic -

the gift is life eternal, forever
sharing the wonderful challenge
of eternity with Christ and God
the Father, creating and sustain
ing throughout this great and, for
now, unsearchable universe. It is
your home-to-be!

But for now , there is work to
be done here on this earth for the
benefit of all mankind. And we
need to roll up our sleeves and
pitch in.

The job now

In Revelation 12: 11 we find a
three-part summary of what it
takes for true Christians to follow
Christ and to bear the burden:
"And they overcame him [Satan]
by the blood of the Lamb and by
the word of their testimony, and
they did not love their lives to the
death. "

We overcome Satan, humani
ty's destroyer, by:

1) Repenting, believing and
obeying Christ's commandments;
God the Father then covers our
sins with Christ's blood.

2) Praying and providing phys
ical and financial help to support
Jesus Christ's Work, through
Pastor General Herbert W. Arm
strong and the Worldwide
Church of God, of proclaiming to
the world the Gospel or good
news of God's wonderful world to
come.

3) Not loving our physical lives
even to the point of death, should
God require it. Like Jesus!

If you have repented, been bap
tized and truly have God's Holy
Spirit, God has set you free from
the power sin had over you . As in
the case of Barabbas, Jesus has
died in your place.

Now what?
Enter Simon of Cyrene's

example. If you are free , you will
acknowledge the command from
on high: You have an obligation
to help carry Christ's cross - the
Christian burden. You have been
drafted by God. You are to be
like your Master.

Now carry it! There are many
mockers in this world, but mod
ern "Simons of Cyrene" are
scarce (II Tim. 3:1-5, Matt. 9:36
38). 0



You Are Free!
(Continued from page 14)

guilty of anything, anytime. But
Barabbas surely should have had
little difficulty admitting that his
reprieve was unwarranted.

How perfect a picture of true
freedom as it relates to all of us!
For true freedom is freedom from
the death penalty that hangs over
every human for breaking God's
law (Rom. 3:23, 6 :23). And
God's law is in force today (Matt.
5:17, Rom. 7:12, I John 3:4).

Though Barabbas' guilt may
have been clear to him, our guilt
may not be so clear to us - this
responsibility for our personal
sins . The fact is that most of
Christianity misunderstands!

Our sins and their penalty still
remain if we have not yet
repented of ourselves, been bap
tized and received God's Holy
Spirit (Acts 2:38) - if God has
not judged, through His grace,
that our death penalty has been
paid by the sacrifice of Christ
(Rom. 5:8-10, Eph. 2:8).

How can you be truly free?
You can be if you earnestly desire
to be so.

Your sins warrant your ever
lasting death. Barabbas was a
thief who committed murder dur
ing an insurrection in Jerusalem.
Like Barabbas, we have stolen
from God and man, broken God's
laws, rebelled against God and
hated our fellowman.

How? Because the law is spiri
tual, and to truly keep it we must
keep it in attitude, by nature, and
apply it to every situation in life,
whether the Bible specifically
covers an area or not.

God's spiritual law is a way of
life - the way of giving. This
way of life is summed up by the
word love (Rom. 13:8-10). The
opposite way is the way of get
ting. If you break one of God's
commandments, you have broken
them all, because you have fol
lowed the get way rather than the
give way.

The apostle Paul clarified how
God's Ten Commandments were
to be spiritually applied - that,

until almighty God revealed this
great truth to him, the very law
that he was striving to keep phys
ically still held the penalty of
spiritual death over him (Rom.
7:5-12) .

Paul used the Tenth Com
mandment to illustrate this spiri
tual understanding. Read it. The
law against coveting must be
applied in the mind, spiritually.

Paul, through the help of God's
Holy Spirit, came to understand
how an of the Ten Command
ments must be kept in the spirit
as well as in the letter. And where
he, after conversion, failed 
where we fail - the blood of
Christ, our Passover (I Cor. 5:7),
covered those sins as he acknowl
edged and repented of them.

The gospels record how Pon
tius Pilate attempted to free Jesus
rather than Barabbas. But the
bloodthirsty mob responded, "His
blood be on us and on our chil
dren" (Matt. 27:25) .

This was a prophecy from the
mouths of rebels! Centuries
before, their ancestors, the
ancient Israelites, had pictured
Christ's sacrifice and shed blood
when they were about to leave
Egypt (Ex. 12) . At the institution
of the Passover, the Israelites had
brushed on their doorposts the
blood of a lamb, so the death
angel would pass over them, spar
ing their firstborn.

Now the descendants of those
who came out of Egypt (which
spiritually, symbolizes sin) were
demanding, though they didn't
realize it, the blood of the Lamb of
God to be ' held accountable to
them and their children . Here was
their Passover, Jesus, who would
cover their sins with His holy
blood (Matt. 26 :27-28) . Naturally,
most of them were ignorant of the
seriousness of this demand to mur
der their Savior.

Are you? Do you recognize
that the same Jesus had to shed
His blood for you personally
(Rom. 5:6-8)? Have you exam
ined yourself and deeply repented
of your sins, which cost Jesus
Christ His life (John 3:16-17, II
Cor. 13:5)?

Jesus is your Passover, too, and

in order for you to live forever,
you must change from your sinful
ways and believe God and obey
Him. Only then will you prove to
your Maker that you want His
way of life more than the evil
ways of this world (Matt.
19:17).

God cannot give you eternal
life in His Family, with all its
powers, if you don't love Him
enough in this physical training
ground to resist sin and its
destructive results.

Sons of the Father

Barabbas, though freed physi
cally, didn't qualify at that time
to be freed from his spiritual sins.
In fact, he didn't qualify to be
freed from the penalty of his
physical lawbreaking. He bene
fited from grace, or unmerited
pardon, that fell his lot without
any prior knowledge or action on
his part.

That's why the scripture says,
"But God demonstrates His own
love toward us, in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for
us" (Rom. 5:8).

The unmerited pardon Barab
bas received physically can be
paralleled, spiritually, with the
grace and unmerited pardon God
gives true Christians.

And what of Barabbas' name?
Remember that it meant "son of
the father." Note Paul's words:
"For you did not receive the spirit
of bondage again to fear, but you
received the Spirit of adoption
[sonship] by which we cry out,
'Abba, [that is] Father'" (Rom.
8: 15) .

Weare to become very sons of
our Father! Think of it - it all
fits. Barabbas, you and as many
as are willing of all who have ever
lived are to become, first, begot
ten sons of God the Father, and
then, finally, born as literal sons
of God in the God Family
(I Cor. 15:23, I John 3:1-3).

Then, when we have achieved
the incredible human potential,
we will finally know true, ulti
mate freedom. And God, through
His written Word, says to us now,
in relation to sin and its penalty,
"You are free!" 0

February 1984 17



The
Crucifixion
WasNoton
Friday
Easter Sunday does not commemorate the
resurrection! Christ did not die on Good
Friday! Here's proof of the true dates of
the crucifix ion and the resurrection.
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By Herman L. Hoeh

E it her th e Go od Fri
d ay-Easter Sunda y
tradition is a fa ble, or

you have no Savior !
J esus gave only one sign to

prove th at He was the Mes
siah, and tha t sign was the
length of t ime He would be
dead and buried.

Not ice J esus' own words con 
ce rn ing th e only sign that would
prove H is Messiahsh ip: "An evi l
and adu lte rous gener at ion see ks
afte r a sig n, and no sign will be
given to it exc ept th e sig n of th e
proph et Jonah . For as J onah was
th ree days and th ree nights in the
belly of t he great fish , so will the
So n of Man be three days and
three nights in t he heart of the

. eart h" (Matt. 12:39-40).
If J esus did no t fu lfi ll that

sig n, then He was an impostor
and you are wit hout a Savior!

O f course, theologians and
scholars deny tha t J esus fulfi lled
th is sign. T hey say He was in the
hear t of the earth only one day
and two nights - hal f as long as
He sa id He would be! An d in so
doing th ey den y th e only proof
J esus gave th at He is th e Mes 
siah, the Savior of th e wor ld.

It was prophesied

Did yo u kn ow th a t it was
proph esied th at man y would den y
thi s sig n - would deny that
Jesus actua lly is the very C hrist?
Turn to the scriptures :

" Bu t there we re also fa lse
prop he ts amo ng th e peop le [in
Old Test am ent t imes], even as
th ere will be false teachers among
you [Chr isti ans], who wi ll se
cret ly br ing in dest ru ct ive here
sies, eve n den ying th e Lord who
bought them . . . and man y will
follow th eir dest ru ctive ways" ( II
Pet. 2:1-2).

The ma ny ar e today denying ~

the ir Savior by believing a tradi - ~
tion that rejects the only sign ~

J (!SUS gave to prove H e is the ~

Messiah. Did you know th at it ~



was not until after the death of
John, the last of the 12 apo stles,
that the Good Friday-Easter Sun
day tradition began to spread
through the churches?

How long dead and buried?

Let 's examine Jesus' own
words, recorded in the gospels, to
find out if He meant what He
said about the sign of Jonah. Did
Jesus really expect to be buried in
the earth for three days and three
nights? Notice Mark 8:31: "And
He began to teach them that the
Son of Man must suffer many
things, and be rejected by the
elders and chief priests and
scribes, and be killed, and after
three days rise again [from the
grave] ."

Did you grasp that? Jesus did
not say " after a day and a half."
Jesus said "after three days."

Consider: If Jesus were cruci
fied and buried late on Good Fri
day, then one day after ~ould be
Saturday evening, two days after
would be Sunday evening and
three days after would be Mon
day evening. But Jesus rose long
before Monday evening. Either
Jesus was not crucified on Good
Friday, or He did not fulfill His
sign and He is therefore an
impostor and not the Mes siah.

Did Jesus fulfill His sign?
Turn to Matthew 28:6. Here is
the testimony of the angel: "He
[Jesus] is not here; for He is ris 
en, as He said." Jesus did fulfill
His sign exactly. He is the Savior.
Then He could not have been cru
cified on Good Friday!

But this is not all. Turn to John
2:19, 21: "Jesus answered and
said to them, 'Destroy this tem
ple, and in three days I will raise
it up .' .. . But He was speaking of
the temple of His body."

If Jesus were crucified and had
died on Friday afternoon and
would have been resurrected on
Sunday morning, the temple 
His body - would have been
raised in a day and one half. But
Jesus did not say it would occur
in a day and one half. Not even in
two and one half days, but in
three days' time - 72 hours.

In other words, three 24-hour

days after His death, He would
be made alive again as immortal
spirit by a resurrection. Jesus
meant exactly what He said .

But Jesus also declared He
would rise the third day. Let us
suppose again that Jesus was cru
cified on Friday. If He were to
rise on the first day after His cru
cifixion, He would be raised on
Saturday - if on the second day
after His crucifixion, He would
rise on Sunday. But if He were to
rise on the third day, He would
have been raised on Monday.

But Jesus was already resur
rected by Sunday morning. Plain
ly, Friday was not the day of the

.crucifixion!

How the Bible counts days

Adam Clarke, for example, in
his commentary on Matthew
12:40, quotes the Talmud in sup
port of the idea that three days
and three nights supposedly mean
one day and two nights. The Sev
enth-day Adventist Commentary
implies the same.

But the Bible is not interpreted
by the Talmud or by a human
commentary. Jesus rejected the
traditions of the elders .

The Review and Herald. the
official publication of the Sev
enth-day Adventists, listed sev
eral texts that, they claim, indi
cate that three days means no
more than a day and one half.
Let's look to see if Scripture sup
ports these claims.

Here is the first text they offer
as "proof' that "after three days"
does not mean after three days!

King Rehoboam told the
people who came to meet him,
"'Come back to me after three
days.' And the people departed"
(II Chron. 10:5). The same event
is quoted in I Kings 12:5: "De
part for three days, then come
back to me ." The story continues
with verse 12: "So Jeroboam and
all the people came to Rehoboam
the third day, as the king
directed, saying, 'Come back to
me the third day.' " The people
left "for three days" and did not
return until " after three days," as
the king had appointed.

Let us suppose they had first

met the king sometime on Friday.
As they were ordered to return at
the end of three days, they would
not have returned before the
same time of day the following
Monday. Now was Monday "the
third day" from the day they had
originally met with the king? The
first day from that Friday was
Saturday, the second day from
that Friday was Sunday and the
third day was Monday - exactly
the time the king expected them
to return .

Monday, not Sunday, was the
third day from Friday.

The next text offered as
"proof" that "three days and
three nights" means only one day
and two nights is Esther 4:16 and
5: 1. "Fast for me," said Queen
Esther, "neither eat nor drink for
three days, night or day . My
maids and I will fast likewise.
And so I will go to the king."
"Now it happened on the third
.day that Esther put on her royal
robes" and went to the king .

Which day was this? The third
day of the fast. Suppose Queen
Esther had requested the Jews
late Friday evening, shortly
before sunset, to fast. The first
day of their fast would have been
Saturday, the second day would
have been Sunday and the third
day, Monday, the queen would
have entered the king's palace.
Isn't that plain? The Jews did not
fast parts of three days, but three
days, night and day.

Notice that in each of these
examples, three days means three
days, not parts of three days or
only a day and one half.

What day was the
crucifixion?

Jesus died some three hours
before sunset on the day of the
crucifixion (Luke 23 :54) . Since
Jesus said that He would rise the
third day after His crucifixion
and death, it is obvious that He
was made alive by a resurrection
precisely at the completion of the
third day following His death.

When the women came to the
tomb early Sunday morning,
Jesus had already risen. The
angel said: "He is risen! He is not
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Note: Wh ile there are seven
Days of Unleavened Bread
(Lev. 23:6), on ly the f irst four
are highlighted here to show
the events of those days.

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SABBATH
N1SAN14/APRIL 25 N1SAN15/APRIL 26 h'SAN16/APRI. 27 h'SAN11IAPRlL 28

TRADITIONAL VIEW: The death of Jesus occurred
Friday afternoon and the resurrection Sunday morning - at most
two nights and one day, in direct contradict ion to Jesus' promise!

BIBLE RECORD: The death of Jesus occurred on the late
afternoon of Wednesday and the resurrection from the dead on
the late afternoon of Saturday, three days and three nights fater!
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EVENTS OF CRUCIFIXION WEEK - A.D.31
JESUS PROMISED:
"For as Jonah was three days
and three nights in the belly of
the great fish, so will the Son
of Man be three days and
three nights in the heart of the
earth" (Matt. 12:40)

Jesus afrfl<!dy
risen when women
came to the tomb

here" (Mark 16:6) . Of co urse,
J esu s had been resurrect ed the
previous evening.

Jesu s arose from the dead late
Saturday aftern oon - He was
not a t the se p u lc her Sunday
morning. Three days before S at
urday afte rn oon would place the
crucifi xion on Wednesday, the
prepar ation day for the Feast of
Unleavened Bread. Thursday of
th at yea r must have been an
annua l Sabbath , the first annual
Sabbath in the Days of Unleav
ened Bread.

So th at we would know th at
th e S abbath that followed the
c ru c ifix ion was not necessarily
th e weekl y Sabbath, J ohn was
inspi red to call it a "high day"
(Jo hn 19:3 1), which , acco rding to
J ewish usage, me ans an annua l
Sabbath that may occur any day
during th e week.

Mark picks up John's acco unt
by adding th at after th at S abbath,
which was a high day, th e first
day of the Feast of Unleavened
Bread , the women bought sweet

spices to use in ano int ing the
body of Jesu s ( Mark 16:1) . This
purchasing of the spices could not
have been o n Thursd ay, the
annual Sabbath, It must have
been Friday . Having made their
purchases, the women prepared
these ointments and "rested on
the Sabbath according to the
commandment" (Luke 23:56).
This was the seventh-day Sabbath
upo n which, near its close, Jesus
was rai sed from the dead .

T hus the Bible proves that the
resurrection was not on Sunday
morning, the crucifixion not on
Friday. There were two separate
Sabbaths th at week , o n e an
annual Sabbath , th e other a week
ly Sabbath.

Matthew 28: 1 proves it

A text indicating th at th ere
were two S abbaths in th at week
has been obscured by almost
every translation into English.
Only Ferrar Fenton's version has
this point correct.

Turn to Matthew 28:1. In the

common versions it says, " in th e
end," or, more correctly, "after"
the Sabbath.

N otice now the singular S ab
bath. But in the original Greek
the word is in the plural. Fen ton
renders it correctl y by sayi ng,
" after the Sabbaths ." In a foot
note to th is text, he says, " T he
Greek original is in the plural,
'Sabbaths,' which is retained ."

An other verse referring to
J esus' departure from the tomb
after Hi s resurrect ion from th e
dead is Mark 16:9. This verse
does not pr ove the re surrection
from the grave was on a Sunday
morning. In the orig ina l G reek
the phrase " ea rly on the first day
of th e wee k" refers to the ea rly
part of th e day - the evening 
for a day beg an at su nset.

Jesu s was risen from the tomb ~
earl y th e eve ning befor e Sunday ~

morning. That is, He was already ~

risen S aturday night. That was ~

three days and three nights after ~
Hi s burial and the clo sing of th e ~
tomb. W e read in the Re vised ~
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Standard Version, which has the
correct translation of Luke 23 :54:
" It was the day of Preparation,
and the sabbath was beginning."
That is, it was very late on the
preparation for the Feast, or first
annual Sabbath, and the new high
day Sabbath had already just
begun as Joseph of Arimathea
finished the burial.

How it all began

I t was the so-called apostolic
fathers, steeped in traditions, who
first began to teach that the cru
cifixion occurred on Friday. Yet
they admitted that the ancient
custom of fasting on Wednesday
- the actual day of the crucifix
ion , as we have seen - was
derived from "the day on which
Jesus was bet rayed" and " on
which the Sanhedrin decided to
kill him" (Schaff-Herzog Ency
cl opedia of Religious Knowl
edge, " Fast ing" )!

These same men soon at
tempted to change the year of
Jesus' birth - the year that He
began His ministry - the length
of His ministry - the days of His
death and His resurrection from
the dead .

Astounding proof exists of
these attempts to change the days
of the resurrection and of the cru
cifixion . James A . Walther, in an
article entitled " T he Chronology
of Passion Week," in the Journal
of Biblical Literature, mentions
that 'numerous Catholic writers
for centuries maintained that
Jesus ate the Passover Tuesday
night - that early Wednesday
morning He was taken by the
Jewish mob.

Mr. Walther declares: "Refer
ences in the Didascalia, in Epi
phanius, in Victorinus of Pet
tau . .. support the Tuesday
[night] Passover dating and the
subsequent arrest of Jesus in the
morning hours of Wednesday."

One of the first post-biblical
attempts to explain the day of the
resurrection from the dead late
Saturday to the hours of Sunday
morning occurred in the spurious
"gospel of Peter," which was
probably circulated from Rome
about the time of the death of the

apostle John. This "gospel" reads
as follows: "And then they drew
out the nails from the hands of the
Lord, and laid him upon the
earth . . . and the Jews rejoiced,
and gave his body to Joseph that
he might bury it. . .. And he took
the Lord, and washed him, and
rolled him in a linen cloth, and
brought him into his own
tomb. . . . And I with my compan
ions were grieved; and being
wounded in mind we hid our
selves . .. and upon all these
things we fasted and sat mourning
night and day until the Sabbath.

"But the scribes and Pharisees
and elders being gathered to
gether one with another ... came
to Pilate, beseeching him and say
ing, Give us soldiers, that we may
guard his sepulchre for three
days, lest his disciples come and
steal him away . . .. And with
them came elders and scribes to
the sepulchre, and having rolled a
great stone together with the cen
turion and the soldiers, they all
together who were there set it at
the door of the sepulchre; and
they affixed seven seals ... and
guarded it. And early in the
morning as the sabbath was draw
ing [dawning], there came a mul
titude from Jerusalem and the
region round about, that they
might see the sepulchre that was
sealed.

"And in the night in which the
Lord's day was drawing on . . .
the tomb was opened" - and
Jesus was already risen - He
was not there (from the Ante
Nicene Fathers, volume 10, pages
7-8).

Notice! Between the crucifix
ion and the Sabbath, the disciples
and Peter are said to have fasted
"night and day until the Sab
bath ." This alone is a candid
admission that the crucifixion
was not on Good Friday! It was
decades later before the idea of a
Friday crucifixion and a Sunday
morning resurrection was widely
believed.

The apostle Paul called Jesus
Christ our Passover (I Cor. 5:7).
According to the gospel records,
Jesus was crucified on the Pass
over day - Abib (or Nisan) 14

- immediately before the Feast
of Unleavened Bread .

Which day was the
Passover?

On the eve of that 14th of
Abib, after sunset, Jesus insti
tuted the New Testament Pass
over. By custom that day was also
a day on which all leaven was
finally removed and only unleav
ened bread was to be seen in the
homes (Luke 22 :7-8). See also
John 18:28 as proof that day was
Passover, N isan 14.

The Jews and Jesus and the
apostles agreed as to which day it
was. There is no question about
the date. But how did the Jews
know which day it was? How did
Jesus and the apostles know that
this was the Passover day as God
had appointed it?

By God's calendar, of course!
The Passover was the 14th day of
the first month according to the
sacred calendar used by Jesus and
the Jews . By that calendar we can
know precisely which day the
Passover was in the year of the
crucifixion!

Jews kept God's calendar

It is the Jews to whom God
committed His revelations or ora
cles. Paul declared: "What advan
tage then has the Jew ? . . . Ch ief
ly because to them were commit
ted the oracles of God" (Rom.
3 : 1-2) . The oracles of God
included the Old Testament
Scriptures, the knowledge of the
week and of the sacred calendar.

The Jews preserved for the
world the knowledge of which
day the seventh day of the week
is. Without a knowledge of when
a week begins and ends, we could
never have told from the Bible
alone which day the seventh day
actually is . No nation preserved
the week properly until they
learned it from the Jews!

And in the same way the Jews
have preserved God's calendar.
"But," you ask, "what if some
Jews did not believe in the oracles
of God - including the sacred
calendar - that were committed
to them? Did they lose them or
corrupt them?" The Bible gives
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LETTERS
" Mothers and Homemakers"

A thousand thank -yous to God for
inspiri ng K. Nei l Earle to wri te the ar ti
cle in the October-November issue of
The Good News entitled "Mothers and
Homemakers - Biblical Heroines!"

Th e world is consta ntly bombard ing
women wit h all sorts of propaga nda to
make them feel unfulfilled as "j ust a
housewife. " Th ere have been times when
I've found myself believing that propa
ganda. Th ank you for putt ing me back on
tr ack. I'm going to file th is article und er
"e ncouragement."

Patt y Hanson
S t. Petersbu rg, Fla.

I am a young woman (24) contemplat
ing either having a career or tr ade and
stayi ng single, or being a wife and moth
er. Th is has been a very hard th ing for
me. I read the want ads and req uireme nts
for various tr ad es I find interest ing .
Always, I lack the qu alifications.

Wh en I read Mr. Earle's artic le, how
ever, it was another story ! Going th rough
it, I thought: I do that ; I could do that; a
few more ste ps and I'll have that! Was I
happy? Yes!

T his is the first place I have seen a
clear, concise, positive (not lukewar m)
jo b descr ipt ion of mother and homemak
er. And I can qu alify.

Also, thank you' for point ing out that it
is a birthrigh t. I never looked at it from
that angle before.

Wend y St eenman
Nanaimo, B.C.

W hat an inspiring ar ticle! It makes
you want to work that much harder to be

us the answer plainly in verses 3
and 4: " For what if some did not
believe? Will their unbelief make
the faithfulness of God without
effect? Certainly not! Indeed, let
God be true but every man a
liar."

If the Jews did not believe in
what God committed to th em 
even if they lie about God's truth
- they mu st preserve them or
God has fail ed to be God!

If the Jews have not pr eserved
the sacred calendar since the cru
cifixion, then Christians would
not know when to observe the
Passover annually, or any of the
other Hol y Days of God com
manded for New Testament
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a better moth er and teache r for our chil
dren, who will soon be not only kings but
Gods. Ju st like Mary, the moth er of
Jesus C hrist, we, too, are to be moth ers
and teac hers of potent ial Gods! Thank
you for your encouragement on a jo b that
is put down by the world!

Mr s. Lynn Bickel
Brighton, Colo.

Article saved their marriage
Your two-part article "Five Ways to

Love Your Mate" ( May, June-July)
saved our marr iage . On a scale of I to 10,
our marr iage was a -2. My husband said
he was afraid to come home from work
for fea r I'd be gone . I assured him I
wouldn't leave. I did want very badly to
work thin gs out, but how?

Then The Good News arr ived with
Earl Williams' very timely article. I am
st ill thanking God for inspir ing that ar ti
cle. It was such a shocking revelat ion to
find th at I never knew - never had
known - what rea l love is.

The fact that we are in control and
choose to love or not to was such a jolt.
Th e sca les fell from my eyes and I saw
the truth - clear and beau ti ful tru th.
Th is was the key to the problem. I wasn' t
accept ing my hu sb and as he was . I
re pented immediate ly and asked God's
help.

It has been a miracle! The ch ange was
immediat e, and we continue to grow
st ronger in our love and commitment to
each other . Th ank you so much for teach
ing us about agape. No t only can we love
our mates better, bu t our children, too
in fact , all people.

Several months later the article was an

times (I Cor. 5:8, 16:8 , Acts
18:21 ,20:6) .

For proof th at the Passover is
to be observed annually, not sev
eral times each year, write for our
free booklet How Often Should
We Partake of the Lord's Sup
per? And for more information
on God's other commanded Holy
Days, request our free booklet
Pagan H oliday s - or God's
H oly Days - Which?

God has required the Jews to
preserve His sacred ca lendar!

Even the great Jewish calendar
expert Maimonides, who lived
centuries ago , declared th at the
J ews preserved the cal endar
" transmitt ed by the Sages from

excellent teach ing tool. Our dau ghter
want ed to read rom ance novels - the
very kind the arti cle mentions about love
enslaving and cont rolling the person . I
showed my daugh ter th e article and we
discussed it.

Pr aise and thanks to God for The
Good News. I am so grateful to you.

A happy wife and mother
Den ver, Colo.

Christmas
I enjoyed read ing "C hris t mas 

Qu est ions We Are Asked" in the Octo
ber- November Good News , even though
I believe the exac t opposite of you.

I know it is tru e th at we have no
record of the birth of Je sus. Because we
have no corre ct da te of His birthday, I
see no harm in pick ing a day to honor the
Lord 's bir th , and what is wrong with
Dec. 25?

An d, honest ly, what is wrong with
exchanging gifts on this day? To me th is
shows since re love betw een frie nds and
loved ones. After all, it is an old habit and
most people would rather keep it. As for
myself, I will not deprive my child re n
and ot her little ones of th is one great joy
of life as they look forwar d to C hristmas
each year.

As I read th e Bible I becom e awa re
that gift s were given to baby J esus at His
birth, whenever th at was. Thi s gives me
the assurance th at it is all right to give
gifts as long as we remember th e true
purpose of giving . With out a doubt, my
family and I will cont inue with this cele
bration of Christ mas .

Willard Mc Donald
Ashland , Ala.

one generation to another on the
authori ty of Moses , our Teach
er .. . on the basis of calculation "
(from Sanctification of th e New
Moon, chapter 18,7).

Only two matters are needed to
prove when th e crucifixion and
the resurrection of Jesus Christ
occurred. One is to determine th e
calendar dates of the Passover
during the yea rs of Christ's min
istry. The other is to determine
the exact year of the crucifixion .

Next month we will see th e
historical and calendrical proofs
that the Good Friday-E aster Sun
day tradition is a fable that denies
Jesus to be the Savior! 0

(To be continued)



GodsPlan
(Continued from page 6)

more than ever before in my
life, far out of proportion to
the pay raises.

4) A free return trip (at the
firm's expense) to my distant
hometown, where I spent the
most wonderful time ever with
my parents.

5) Was given a watch, a cal
culator and a good jacket,
hardly worn, by my employer.

6) On top of this, I have
made breakthroughs in over
coming and have a greater
sense of direction in life.

I am so thankful to God for
blessing one so unworthy.

New Zealand

Would you like to hear
another story of third tithe
year blessings? Since last fall
my husband has received a 15
percent salary increase plus
15 percent of the previous
year's salary in a bonus. In our
last third tithe year he
received a 33 percent in
crease in salary. However,
this year's income, including
the bonus, should be approxi
mately 320 percent above our
last third tithe year.

Truly, God does bless us,
and one cannot ever outgive
Him. And of course the spiri
tual blessings, the peace of
mind, the knowledge of where
world events are really going,
etc., are even more important
than the physical.

Our third tithe year is now
ending, and with the blessings
God has given us, it is with a
certain amount of regret on
our part! We sincerely hope
that those who pick up the
torch for this next year will be
as blessed as we have been.

Oklahoma

The previous writer com
mented that one cannot ever out
give God. And it's true! Notice
these remarks:

We started this, our fourth
"third tithe" year, with great
anticipation because in times

past we have had it amply
proven that you truly can't
outgive God! In addition to
that, though, is the genuinely
great feeling of helping
people through this great sys
tem God has set up.

This is only the start of our
sixth month in this third tithe
year and we have had our rent
lowered by $50 per month. In
December we received a gift
of several hundred dollars
from my husband's employer.
My husband has received a
large increase in hls car allow
ance (when many are losing
their car allowances) and he
received an increase in salary
(when many are out of a job)!
Our income tax return ap
pears to be sizable. So by the
end of this year, it is entirely
possible that God will have
returned most, if not all, of the
third tithe we have sent in.

We are certain that we
receive a miracle at the gro
cery store each week as well.
I carefully make my grocery
list, pricing each item, and try
to stay within it. These are the
same foods we buy every
year, and although my grocery
money has been decreased,
we always seem to have some
money left over.

The blessings I have listed
above are only financial ones.
There is no possible way to
evaluate the spiritual bless
ings and miracles that occur
in our lives each day. We hope
and pray that all God's people
will stand still and look for the
blessings God is pouring out
upon us. What a sad thing it is
to miss a miracle or an
answered prayer.

Canada

Truly we cannot outgive
God. How He really loves and
blesses the cheerful giver!
This I have proven when I
began to give an additional 10
percent of my income. God's
blessings in healing us, giving
us peace, protection against
our foes, happiness in our
home - these are beyond
material valuation. Besides,

our income has soared to
such a tremendous increase
that in one month alone it was
equal to my previous one and
a half years' income!"

Philippines

Even prior to my third tithe
year finishing, God has
blessed me greatly. Who says
the payment of third tithe
does not reap blessings?
Most probably those who
endeavor to disprove the doc
trine or falsely assume they
cannot afford to pay it!

Australia

It takes faith to trust and obey
God, but when one does walk by
faith, God opens the windows of
heaven in unexpected ways, just
as He promises in Malachi 3:I0:
"'Bring all the tithes into the
storehouse, that there may be
food in My house, and prove Me
now in this,' says the Lord of
hosts, 'if I will not open for you
the windows of heaven and pour
out for you such blessing that
there will not be room enough to
receive it.' "

Blessings may not come imme
diately, but they will come at the
proper time to the faithful. And
they may not always be financial
blessings, but could include many
other, even spiritual, ways . Truly,
it is more blessed to give than to
receive (Acts 20 :35) .

N ow here are some letters
from those who have been the
recipients of this generosity. Here
is one from a widow who has been
assisted for several years:

In this letter I would like to
let those who may not fUlly
understand third tithe know
what it is used for and who
gets the benefit of it.

I know firsthand. I have
been a disabled widow for
nine years, and have been a
recipient of third tithe assis
tance for a long time. For two
and a half years, until I began
receiving my widow's pen
sion, God's Church supported
me totally. Know of any other
church that would do that? I
don't, either!

The check I now receive
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each month arrives exactly
the day it is supposed to and,
believe me, it helps!

I've never written about
this before. Not many even
know about it, but I suddenly
began to feel maybe I should
write and tell people that even
though third tithe years can
be hard, the money is a great
blessing to people like me!
We don't hear about the third
tithe too often, so I thought if
people understood it from the
point of view of a recipient,
the sending might be a little
easier.

Thank you for obeying our
Father and being faithful, and
I thank Him for calling me and
providing for me.

Ohio

Third tithe h elp ed th e se
w idows a n d th eir c h i ld re n
th rou gh t imes of serious need:

I just had to write in and
thank all who have helped to
support those of us who have
been blessed to receive help
from the third tithe fund. Were
it not for your continued
assistance, the children and I
would have had to live at a
much lower standard, without
a lot of the basic necessities.

After being a widow, I was
grateful to be able to stay
home and rear my children
without having to work full
time. That would not have
been possible without help,

We are at a point now
where we are able to do with
out the financial assistance
from the third tithe fund and
ask that you remove our
names from the list of third
tithe recipients. Thank you
from our hearts for the care
and generosity that you all
have shown to us. We are glad
to share in that kindness by
sending in our third tithe as
our third tithe years come
around. Thank God for show
ing us that His way of giving
and sharing really works.

Texas

Thank you for the third tithe
assistance that I have been
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receiving. Until one is in a
position of absolute need, you
don't realize why God set this
program in operation. I know
God will bless those who are
faithful with this tithe; one day
they will know just how and
why it was necessary to pay
it, besides the obedience fac
tor. From my three daughters
and myself, thank you again.

Australia

God's way - God 's govern 
ment - works! Here's proof:

Here is a money order to be
used as first tithe. This is my
proof that I do stand by you
100 percent. This money is
very special to me. To be able
to give it is a miracle. The past
two years have been a living
hell for my children and
myself because of a divorce
between my husband and
myself. During this time we
were brought very low.

Following God's teachings,
you have a system which
takes care of widows and
orphans. Through this I have
been able to get Church
assistance for one year now.
During this year I prayed for
God to give me a chance to
give instead of take. He has
now given me that chance. He
has made it possible for me to
completely get off of Church
assistance. God's govern
ment does work! Thank you
so much,

West Virginia

There you have it - modern
exa m ples of how this law, given to
G od's people so long ago , is st ill
put into pr acti c e b y G od ' s
C hurch in th e 20th ce nt ury .

This art icle is not intended to
be compre he ns ive. A d m inist ra
t ive needs vary from country to
country . Ple ase write to us if you
have questi ons.

Today this need is st ill pro
vided by God's Church . Cond i
t ions have ch anged, which makes
necessar y some cha nges in how
t he pl an is a d m in is tered in
today's world. Thank Go d for Hi s
pl an t o t ak e care o f th is
need! 0

Churchgoers
(Continued f rom pa ge 1)

heard th at Adam was the first
man , and that he sinne d and
" fell" - wha tever th at meant. As
a result I vaguely con ceived th at
life was like a one-way trip on a
train . Bec ause o f Ad am, the
switc h in th e track at th e end of
th e line is thrown to shoo t us all
down to hell. So I kn ew we
need ed to " get saved," althoug h I
had been tau ght th at I had a
" bi r thright membership" in th e
churc h, so I guessed I prob abl y
was already "saved" - I never
worried about it.

When one is "save d, " the
switc h in th e track is then thrown
so th at , when he ge ts to the end of
th e line he will be shot inst antly
up to heaven , " to be with the
Lord" in man sions above, "over
th e ri ver" o r "o n th e o t he r
sho re," whe rever all that was .
A nyway, it was " up yonde r" and
whe n they ca lled the roll , I was
goi ng to be there.

And what was my ide a of GOD
- and of C hrist - and of the
devil? W ell , G od was One to fear
an d be appeased, in a way - and
yet, if we pleased Him, H e could
ma ke things br eak our way for us.
If we faced a fri gh t ful t ragedy
and possibl e death, cryin g out to
Him might save us. But ge ne ra l
ly, I think I rather took it for
gra nted th at God didn 't want us
to be happy or enjoy life - He
certainly frowned on all world ly
pleasures. C hrist, however, was
more kind and loving - He was
our Savior.

A bove all, neither G od nor
C hrist were R EA L to me - th ey
were in re ali ty "far off."

Now th ese wer e not definite,
conc re te beli efs or deep-root ed
convictions. They wer e just ethe
real , vague ass umptions. I never
ga ve th em deep or s pec i fic
th ou gh t. I just took th em for
g ra nted , s uppos ing eve rybo dy
believed th ese thi ngs. My mind
was focu sed on the mat eri al int er
es ts of th e mo me nt - things
closer to hand .

As I said, religion was for Sun
day. It had no relati on to or con-



nection with th e rest of life as a
whol e - my school, fun , play,
hobbies and , as I gr ew olde r,
busin ess, phil osophy and beliefs.

What a "Bible Christian"
is like

Y ear s later my wife and I
becam e acq uain ted with a woman
who , in some ways, was rath er
pecu liar .

This woma n really had a reli
gion. S he read and stud ied the
Bible every day. She see med to
understand it ! She had definite
beliefs and convictions, and she
sa id t he SOURCE of all of th em
was not anything she had heard at
church, but wh at she read in th e
Bible. She sa id the Bible carried
authority . a nd was the on ly
source of knowing th e TRUTH.

S he ac tua lly studied the Bible
to learn how to live - not just on
S unday, but every day ! Actua lly,
thi s woman was HAPPY in her
religion. S he prayed a great deal,
and she seemed to really know
God and to be on per sonal terms
with Him!

S he was , judged by custom ar y
sta ndards of th e genera l publ ic
that attends churc h but has little
concept ion of what one's church
actua lly does believe, a peculiar
woman. S he didn 't bel ieve any of
th ose major beliefs I had always
heard in churc h: being an immor
tal soul, go ing to heaven or hell
when one dies and, stra nge ly, she
did not observe Sunday or C hrist
mas or N ew Year's or Easter or
Valentine' s Day or Halloween.
She sa id non e of these ideas are
taught in th e Bible.

Thi s wom an was a " Bib le
C hr is t ia n." The SOURCE fro m
which she got what she believed
was t he Bible.

This woman asked my wife,
one day befor e I had met her , to
ope n her Bible and read a ce rtain
passage. Then she asked my wife
to turn to anothe r passage and
read it --=- t he n ano t he r, and
anot her. After read ing seve ra l of
th ese passages, my wife, in aston
ishment, exclaimed: " W hy, th is is
not what I've always been tau gh t.
I've always ·heard and beli eved
j us t th e opposite of what it says
here in the Bible! " M y wife

thereupon believed what she read
in th e Bible - and th at changed
her religious belief To me, she
had become a religious fana t ic. I
was ange red, furi ous. A rg ume nt
did no good. She had all the
answers - and right out of th e
Bibl e. This was th e incident th at
cha llenged and angered me into
t he firs t real st udy of th e Bible of
all my life.

I sa id : " You ca n' t tell me th at
all these church es are wrong. I
know they get wha t th ey believe
out of the Bible!" So I devoted six
months to inte nsive, almos t night
and-day resear ch and st udy to tr y
to find , in th e Bible, wh at I had
been taught in church.

I, too , was as tounded to find
just the opposite.

I obta ined the lit erature of
churches suppor t ing th eir beliefs.
I sea rched the commentari es, the
lexicons, th e Bibl e encyclo ped ias .
I sea rc hed out th e arg ume nts of
high er criticism on th ese points. I
tri ed my best to overthrow my
wife's new Bible belie fs but
th e y d e fin it el y were In th e
Bibl e.

I s t ud ied evolu tion , a lmost
doubted th e ex iste nce of God ,
researc hed sc ience and ph iloso
phy, and PROVED th at th e all
intelli gent person al C reator God
does exist. Then I put th e Bible to
th e test and, by seve ra l infallible
proofs, PROVED it to be th e reve
lati on of God to mankind , ca rry 
ing final AUTHORITY.

At last, once I swallowed my
pride, ad mitt ed defeat , was hum
bled, had rep ented and accepted
the C hrist of th e Bibl e - a dif
ferent Christ th an I had pr evious
ly pictured - I had found th e
true SOURCE for belief.

What a dif f erence th ere is
between professed "Christ ians"
who are church goers and a true
BIBLE C hristian! I know tha t dif
ference because I have been
both!

Re gardless of whethe r one has
been an gered into a n hon est
study of the Bible, as I was, or
whe the r he has never been to
churc h or heard any thing else in
th e first place, or WHY he look s
into th e Bible for himsel f, he will
find the same thing th er e th at I

found - if he is honest. A per son
who is born and reared on a far
away, un inh ab ited island in mid
ocean, havin g never heard any
rel igious belief, if he had a Bibl e
and was able to read , would be a
tot al st ra nger to man y of these
things I was tau ght in churc h 
he would see, in th e Bibl e, j us t
wha t everybody else does who
looks int o it honestly.

What's wro ng , then ? When
today's "enlighte ned" clergy and
its th eological sem ina ries wher e
yo ung min isters a re ed ucated
spe nd mor e time tryin g to det er
mine how mu ch of the Bible th ey
wish to classi fy as myth and how
little as truth - when onl y I per
cent of theological students, by
actual su rvey , bel ieve in an y
" Seco nd Coming" of Christ th at
is sta ted and affirmed repeat edl y
in the Bible - whe n theologian s
and th e clergy " interpret " th e
Bibl e to mean th e very opposit e
of wha t it plainl y says, in orde r to
pretend that it suppo rts th eir
pagan teachings - th en you may
know wha t is wro ng .

If you will read J er em iah 23
and Ezeki el 13 and 34, which are
prophecies of conditions now, in
our day - and C hrist's sta teme nt
of M atthew 24:4-5, II , 24 of the
false pr each ers th at would de
ceive the MANY - and the man y
sta te ments in th e Bible tha t th e
whol e world would be decei ved
- you will begin to understand.

It is, ind eed, hard for one born ,
re ar ed and steeped in this world's
ed uca t ion, religion, cu stoms and
ways, to reali ze th at this is not
G od ' s wo rl d, but Satan ' s. It
comes as a jarring shock ! I know.
I've experi en ced it !

The Bible oug ht never to be
interpreted . It means what it says,
and it says what it mean s. T aken
as it is. it makes sense .

Don 't be a . spi ritua l coward.
Look into it for yourse lf It 's full
of surprises - it 's fu ll of TRUTH
- it' s full of th e way to a positive
peace of mind , to happiness, to
pr osper it y, abundant living her e
and now a nd to salva t io n in
joyous ete rnal life - FOREVE R!

G od 's worl d is soon coming 
t h e peac e ful , h app y WORLD
TOMORROW! 0
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A ReaderAsks:
'Which Is

My God,Then?'
Today, scores of different religions revere hundreds

of different gods. But who and what is God?
How can you know whether you worship the real God?

By Leslie L McCullough

"WhiCh God do
you worship?"

The question
sounds absurd . To Western
minds , God is the Judeo
Christi an God of the Bible.

However, the Judeo-Christian
God isn 't acknowledged as the
Supreme Being by the vast
major ity of mankind. Much more
of humanity don't accept the
Judeo-Christian belief than do .

Consider this quote from a let
ter sent to one of our offices:

I am not a Christian. I ha ve
he ard ab out yo ur God and the
god s o f o t her reli gions, but
I 'm c o nfused. Which is the
rig ht o ne? I coul dn' t care less
for some t ime.

Recent ly a friend of mine
showed m e a b o o k l e t o f
yours . I was very much asto n
ished b y i t s content an d i t
also made me feel the impor
tance of religion in my life .
Which is my God, t hen?

"Which is my God, then ?" It's
a good qu estion . The writer states
plainl y, "I am not a Christian ."
He does not believe in the Chris
ti an God . Consider : Since the
writer is Asian, should he be wor 
shiping Buddha, one of the Hindu
deities or possibly Allah ? Does
th e Christian God understand or
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even care about the peoples of the
East or is He only the God of the
Occidental peoples ?

Non-Christian, non-Jews out
number Christians and Jews by 3
to 2 in the world today. For some
of this huge melange of people,
God is a many-armed idol. For
others, He is represented by their
dead ancestors. To still others, He
is a great, fat-bellied Buddha or
simply a rock or tree.

Our letter writer may have
been taught about Buddha, Con
fucius or the Hindu deities , all of
which are revered in his part of
the world. He has obviously heard
of the God of the Bible and is
confused. His plaintive, " W hich
is my God, then? " could be
echoed by millions. How should it
be answered?

The unknown God

To begin, let's step back to the
time when Christianity was new.
The knowledge of Jesus was a
new message to everyone then .

It was not welcome knowledge
for most. There were many gods
already avail ab le to be worshiped .
The people of the time were con
tent with their gods. Still , being
intelligent and curious, they were
willing to hear of other ideas, phi 
losophies and gods.

During one of his journeys, the
apost le Paul arrived in Athens,

capital of ancient Greece and the
home of many intellectuals and
philosophers of the day. Paul 's
preaching came to the att ent ion
of some of the leaders of Greek
thought and , being interested in
new ideas, they invited him to
discuss his with them .

" As I was passing through and
considering the objects of your
worship," Paul told them, "I even
found an altar with this inscrip
tion : TO THE UNKNOWN
GOD. Therefore, the One whom
you worship without knowing ,
Him I proclaim to you" (Acts
17:22-23) .

The Authorized Version ren
ders "without knowing" as "igno
rantl y." Is it possible for intelli
gent, broad-minded people to be
ignorant when it comes to the
worship of God ? Those who have
not been taught about God are by
definition ignorant.

What about those who think
they know God, but still don 't
know Him? They are ignorant
even of their ignorance . They
don't know what they don 't know!
Isaiah 44 :15-17 contains a mes 
sage for both types of people 
the professing Christian of today

.and the non-Chr istian . The
prophet paints a picture to show
just how foolish the wor ship of
false gods is.

When it is all said and done,



the object worshiped is the prod
uct of one's own mind and talents.
What a pitiful travesty! To bow
down before something of one's
own creation while the omnipo
tent, omniscient, omnipresent
God of the universe looks on.

Paul, in his address to the
Athenians (Acts 17:24-29), ex
plained that God, the God of the
Bible, created all the universe and
gave life to man and all things.
He is not to be found in a tree, a
rock or an idol, but is the Lord of
the heaven and earth .

Today, as in Paul's day, most of
mankind is totally ignorant of the
true God. And, surprising ly
enough, even if you grew up in a
nation that commonly acknowl
edges the Judeo-Christian God,
you may be more ignorant of God
than you would like to admit.

Proving God

One of the proofs of God's
existence is that He tells what
will happen and then brings it to
pass (Isa. 46:9-10). God issues a
challenge to all who would call
themselves God or profess to
know other gods:

" 'Present your case,' says the
Lord, 'Bring forth your strong
reasons,' says the King of Jacob.
'Let them bring forth and show
us what will happen; let them
show the former things, what
they were, that we may consider
them, and know the latter end of
them; or declare to us things to
come. Show the things that are to
come hereafter, that we may
know that you are gods; yes, do
good or do evil , that we may be
dismayed and see it together'"
(Isa.4I:21-22).

God is the Creator, the lifegiv
er and the one who brings to pass
those things He has foretold. He
establishes a test and offers, as
proof of His powers, the ability to
foretell an event and then cause it
to come about.

In the book of Isaiah, we read
of just one example of a prophecy
God made and then caused to be
fulfilled : "Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a Son, and shall
call His name Immanuel" (Isa.
7: 14) .

God has met His own test. His-

tory attests to the fulfilling of
that prophecy. Jesus Christ of
Nazareth was born of a virgin. He
lived a perfect, sinless life and
was killed without cause, just as
prophesied in Isaiah 53. God
foretold the manner of both the
birth and death of Jesus Christ
hundreds of years before the
events, and brought it all to pass.

The Father of all humanity

During His ministry, Jesus
began to open the minds of all
men to the knowledge of their
God . Jesus revealed God not just
as the God of the Jews, but as the
Father of all humanity. He is the
God of all nations and races . He
understands all mankind because
He created mankind and all
things through His Son Jesus
Christ.

All humanity, including the
Jews, were ignorant of the Father
until Jesus began to teach and
reveal Him. With that in mind,
perhaps we can better understand
why so few today really know
God. It isn't so strange when we
realize that the true knowledge of
God has been extremely limited
down through the history of man.
Jesus has to reveal the Father to
us or we can't know Him (Luke
10:22). Jesus did reveal the
Father to His disciples.

God created, through His Son
Jesus, the universe and every
thing it contains . He is the Father
of all humans, regardless of their
background or race . He thor
oughly understands and deeply
loves all human beings to the
extent that He allowed His only
Son to die the most miserable
death known at that time, so that
humans could be forgiven their
sins and be brought to the
Father.

How to know God

A few years before Paul's min
istry, another early Christian,
Philip, answered a cry similar to
the one in the letter quoted
above.

In Acts 8:27-31, the treasurer
of Ethiopia, a non-Christian, was
beginning to make inquiry con
cerning God . In this case, he hap
pened to be reading one of the

scrolls of the Old Testament, the
book of Isaiah. Philip was led to
him and said, "'Do you under
stand what you are reading?' And
he said, 'How can I, unless some
one guides me?' And he asked
Philip to come up and sit with
him."

This man recognized his igno
rance and the need for someone
to teach him. He was in need of
direction, just like the writer of
the letter at the beginning of this
article. In an effort to learn of
God, he was reading the book of
Isaiah . Philip began to expound
the passage, teaching the Ethio
pian about Jesus from the Old
Testament. Finally, the Ethiopian
asked if he could be baptized:

"Then Philip said, 'If you
believe with all your heart, you
may.' And he answered and said,
'I believe that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God.' So he commanded
the chariot to stand still. And
both Philip and the eunuch went
down into the water, and he bap
tized him" (verses 37-38).

God reveals Himself through
the Holy Bible, -H is written
Word. Everyone, in order to
know and understand the true
God, must be taught about Him.

Just as the apostles Philip and
Paul taught non-Christians about
the true God, someone needs to
teach our letter writer mentioned
before and the overwhelming
majority of mankind about Him.

To believe, as the Ethiopian
did, that Jesus Christ is the Son
of God implies an understanding
of many things that even the
average professing Christian
doesn't understand about Jesus.
To believe these things, you must
come to know Jesus Christ 
how He thinks, how He acts, how
He worshiped the Father when
He Himself was on earth as a
human being.

In doing so - in developing an
awareness of the mind of God 
you will also come to understand
the fantastic purpose He had in
creating mankind. For more
information on God's purpose in
your life, write for our free book
lets Does God Exist? and Your
Awesome Future - How Reli
gion Deceives You . 0
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SHARING

AdmitYour Mistakes
By Ralph D. Levy

"I was wrong ." These
could well be the most

difficult words you will ever
say !

Can you pronounc e th ese
words? D o you ad m it you r
mistakes ? Are yo u in the habit
of ac k now le d g ing yo u r errors
a nd correcting them ?

Or do yo u t ry a t all costs to
make yo urself appear right and
make everyone else, pe rha ps eve n
Jesu s Christ H imsel f, wrong, so
that yo u may main tain your ow n
" rightness"?

Th is is an im porta nt questi on
- yo ur C hr is tian g ro wth d e
pends o n it , and so may your ve ry
sa lva t ion!

G od 's people all make mistakes
from time to time. They all si n
and err in j udg me nt occasiona lly .
By the ve ry fac t of th eir human
ness, they are prone to stumble.

But tha t' s wha t th e process of
co nversion is all abo ut. C hrist ians
are st rivi ng to overcome their
human natu re a nd bring t he ir
lives into harmon y with G od 's
commandments in every way .
Spir itu al g ro wt h results fr om
ac know ledgi ng si ns and faults,
co nfess ing th em befor e God and
turning from th em .

God's true se rvants are di stin
gu ished fro m th e fa lse not by
being witho ut fa u lt, bu t becau se
they ad mit their fa u lts and repent
of them. The others refuse to
ad m it m ista kes , and in doin g so
resist th e Spi rit o f G od and mi ss
th eir o p po r t u n i t ies for g rea t
C hrist ian g ro wth.

In whic h g ro up are yo u?

Tw o kings

T he prophe t S amuel was called
to anoi nt two notabl e men as

28 The GOOD NEWS

kings over Israel. Both th ese m en
we re g iven eve ry opportun ity to
succeed. God was with both of
t he m w he n th e y wer e f i rs t
appoi nte d king.

Yet one ended up rejected, a
fai lu re, eve ntually eve n stooping
to con sulting demon s abo ut m ajor
deci sion s. The othe r is called a
"man afte r G od 's own heart ," and
will rul e as king over Isr ael in the
world tomorrow .

Why? What was th e di fference
between th ese two men ? Much
co uld be wri tten abo u t th e di ffe r
ences in cha racte r between Saul
and David . One m aj o r fa c to r
sta nds ou t, however: King Saul
d id not truly repent. H is ac knowl
edgments of er rors and sins were
shallow and in sincere . On the
ot her hand , the Bible records
D a v id ' s d e ep , h e artr end i n g
pr ayers of ge nuine repentance as
exam ples for us.

" God is wit h yo u," Saul was
told em phatically (I S am. 10:7) .
Saul re all y co uld n' t have hop ed
for a better star t, co uld he? Y et
in th e matt er of A malek, S aul
made a se rious mi st ak e.

God's instructions were explic
it eno ug h: " Now go and attack
A rna lek, an d utterly destroy all
th at th ey have, and do not spa re
th em . But kill both man and
woman, in fan t and nu rsin g c hild,
ox and sheep, ca mel an d donkey"
(I Sam. 15:3 ) .

Yet S aul co m prom ise d with
God 's instruction s, fu lfill ing only
part of th em. N otice: " H e also
took Agag king of the Amalekites
alive, and utterly dest royed all the
peopl e with the edge of the
sword . But S aul and th e people
spa red Agag and the best of the
sheep, th e oxen, the fatlings, the
lambs, and all that was goo d, and
we re un will ing to utterly destroy

th em. But everyt hi ng despised
and wo rt h less, tha t th ey utt erly
destroyed " (ve rses 8-9) .

Notice that God's Word puts
the blame on Saul and th e people,
not on th e people alone. Y et when
co n fro n te d b y S amu el , Sau l
declared , " T he people spa re d th e
best of th e sheep and th e oxen, to
sacri fice to th e Lord your God"
(verse I S) .

What a class ic case of bu ck 
passing! " I d idn ' t do it - it was
the peopl e's fau lt !"

Pu tting the blame on othe rs is
a co m mo n trait in th is world. Yet
if S aul had been a "man after
God 's ow n heart ," he wo uld have
accepte d respon s ib il ity for hi s
own sin.

Ev e n wh en confronted a nd
re buked by Samuel , Saul's co n
fess ion appears flim sy. " I have
si nne d," he ad m itte d, "yet hon or
me now , please, befor e th e elders
of my people an d be for e Israel,
and retu rn with me, that I may
wo rs h ip t he Lo rd yo u r God"
(verse 30) .

Saul's major co ncern was not
th e grav ity of his sin, but h is
im ag e befor e th e elders and the
people. What a contras t wi t h
David ' s deep, yearning , hea rt
rend ing prayers of rep entan ce, as
he ac knowledged his si ns!

What , th en , of David , t his
"man afte r God's own heart"
(Acts 13:22) ? W as he withou t
sin? No, he si nned and mad e mis
t ak es , ce r ta i n of w hic h are
recorded in th e Bibl e fo r u s
today. In this he didn 't d iffer
fro m Saul , h is predec essor. But
David 's willingn ess to ad m it his
mi st ak es, deepl y and ge nuinely
repent of th em and tu rn from
th em d is tingui shed h im from
S aul in a great way.

On one occasion, King David



allowed Satan to influence him to
take a census of the people of
Israel. What happened? "And
God was displeased with this
thing; therefore He struck Israel"
(I Chron. 21 :7) .

This was such a serious sin in
God's sight that 70,000 Israelite
men died as a result of the pesti
lence God brought on the land
(verse 14)! Immediately after this
phase of the punishment, the
angel of God stood ready to
destroy throughout the land .

Now let's notice David's reac
tion at this point: "And David
said to God, 'Was it not I who
commanded the people to be
numbered ? I am the one who has
sinned and done evil indeed ; but
these sheep, what have they
done ? Let Your hand, I pray, 0
Lord my God, be against me and
my father's house, but not against
Your people that they should be
plagued' " (verse 17).

David took the blame squarely
on his own shoulders. This
showed real character. What
would you have done?

A sin repented of

How readily we all call to mind
David's sin of adultery with Bath
sheba! In all its detail, we recall
how David took Bathsheba and
committed adultery with her (II
Sam. II :2, 4) . To make matters
worse, David then engineered the
murder of Bathsheba's husband,
Uriah the Hittite, who, by all
indications, was a righteous and
loyal man, faithful to God and to
his king (verses 9-11,14-15).

The sin of adultery was in itself
a direct violation of one of the
Ten Commandments (Ex. 20:14).
The murder of a righteous man
compounded the sin (verse 13).

But how readily do we remem
ber David 's sincere, overwhelm
ing , wholehearted repentance?
David wrote, "When I kept silent,
my bones grew old through my
groaning all the day long . For day
and night Your hand was heavy
upon me" (Ps. 32 :3-4).

Maybe you have had this expe
rience - perhaps you are going
through it right now. David was
aware of his sin, yet for a period

of time failed to take it to God,
confess it and truly repent of it.

Finally, however, "I acknowl
edged my sin to You, and my
iniquity I have not hidden. I said,
'I will confess my transgressions
to the Lord,' and You forgave the
iniquity of my sin" (verse 5).

Admitting sin is the first step.
We can't expect God to forgive us
for sins we haven't confessed.
"He who covers his sins will not
prosper, but whoever confesses
and forsakes them will have mer
cy" (Prov. 28: 13) . Then - and
only then - can we declare with
David : "Blessed is he whose
transgression is forgiven, whose
sin is covered . Blessed is the man
to whom the Lord does not
impute iniquity" (Ps . 32: 1-2) .

The beautiful 51 st Psalm is
eternal witness to what made
David a man after God's own
heart. It is a fitting outline of how
to 't ru ly repent before God when
we sin and stumble. Try reading
it on your knees before the
Almighty and making it your per
sonal prayer of repentance.

A false apostle - and
a true one

The New Testament tells of a
man who tried to purchase an
apostleship in God's Church .
Simon Magus, who held great
sway over the people of Samaria
because of his sorceries (Acts 8:9
11), selfishly and ignorantly tried
to buy the power to grant the
Holy Spirit (verse 19) .

Rebuked by God's servants,
Simon asked for forgiveness, but
showed no sign of admitting his
sin: "Pray to the Lord for me,
that none of the things which you
have spoken may come upon me"
(verse 24) .

When we ask for cheap grace,
without admitting our errors, we
are simply following in the foot
steps of one of the first and most
influential heretics of the New
Testament!

Unlike this false apostle of the
first century, Jesus' true apostle
of the 20th century, Herbert W.
Armstrong, does not hesitate to
admit error and change when
wrong is discovered . M r. Arm-

strong has written: "It seems
almost no one will confess it when
he sins, let alone repent and turn
away from continuing in the par
ticular sin . Even admitting an
error or an unintended wrong
goes against human nature. Yet a
child of God must do it . . . When
God brought me to repentance, it
was like that. I say to others,
'Come on in - the water's fine!'
It has never been so hard, since,
to admit wrong, or confess even
sins to God. I have had to admit
error more than once."

This willingness to admit one's
mistakes is not a negative charac
teristic, but rather a positive qual
ification absolutely required of
those who seek to serve Jesus
Christ. We must respect those
who admit their mistakes, rather
than denigrate them for errors.
Would that all of us could fully
demonstrate this righteous will
ingness to confess errors! How
many of us still refuse to admit
when we are wrong?

Admitting mistakes
yields growth

For a child of God, the entire
process of admitting errors, turn
ing from them and correcting
them yields sp ir it ua l growth.
None of us will succeed in going
through life without making mis
takes, for "all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God" (Rom.
3:23) . When we sin, we must be
corrected: "Now no chastening
seems to be joyful for the present,
but grievous" (Heb. 12: II) . But
notice! "Nevertheless, afterward
it yields the peaceable fruit of
righteousness to those who have
been trained by it."

Admitting error - accepting
correction - is growth!

This is a life-or-death matter!
We will never be in the Kingdom
of God unless we admit our mis
takes , for "the way of man is not
in himself; it is not in man who
walks to direct his own steps"
(Jer. 10:23) .

Follow in the footsteps of the
men and women after God's own
heart. Admit your mistakes, turn
from them; grow and qualify for
God's Kingdom! 0
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COING
IN THE GOOD NEWS

An Important Reminder 
HowLeaven Pictures Sin
The Days of Unleavened Bread offer vital lessons for
Christians. What do these days picture?

Don't Let Envy ColorYour Thoughts!
Envy has been around since the beginning of human
experience. If you turn "green" with envy at the success of
others, you should consider these points.

Principles ofHealthful Living
Natural laws govern the physical world. Health and
happiness result from cooperating with those laws, while
disharmony with them produces sickness.

Forgiving Isn't Easy, But It IS Required
"I'll never forgive nor forget what they did to me." This
saying reflects the deep hurts of life. But God requires
Christians to forgive evils done to them.

Make TheseYour Golden Years!
God's viewpoint is much different from that of the
youth-oriented society in which we live. As an older
Christian, you have a special calling.
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