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"First Aid for Christian Love"

Th ank you for the May Good News
magazine. The whole magazine is inspi
rat ional , but I most appreciated " First
Aid for Christian Love." I think this
whole world needs spiritual medicine. If
this were applied, this place would not be
in the wounded state that it is in. I realize
that only God is able to heal this world ,
but the remedies He has given to us
should keep th e Church in a good ,
health y condition.

Place of safety

The article on the place of safety
[M ay] was very strong. It really shocked
me and shook me up. I'm reminded of
the verse that says, "If the righteous shall
hardl y be saved, where do the unrigh
teou s and sinn er appear?" It 's scary
. . .. I am working harder on my charac
ter , but I have so far to go!

Jan M. Skipper
Harrisburg, Pa.

Cora Carter
Cincinnati, Ohio

Letters
The May issue

Thank you for the wonderful articles
in The Good Ne ws [May]. The more I
read and study, the better I can under
stand God's Word. It is trul y the way of
love and giving , and of being thankful for
all things.

The lesson of Pentecost is, I believe, to
have a par t in preparing ourselves for the
Kingdom of God and in backing the
great commission of proclaiming the tru e
Gospel to the whole world . Mr. [Rich
ard] Rice's article on esteeming others
better than yourself was very good. We
need to be kinder, more thoughtful and
have an outgoing concern for all. " Is
There a Place of Safet y?" was interest
ing. I hope and pray that I will so live
that I'll be worth y to go there.

Mrs. Ger ald Sh irem an
Richl and Center , Wis.

Interesting use for ministudies

I thought I would write you a few lines
to let you know how much the senior
citizens here in the Springfield, Mo.
church enjoy the " Ministudy" in The
Good News.

Our "60-Plus Club" has a dinner and
Bible study once a month, and our minis
ter, George Meeker, uses your " Mini
stud y" for the lesson. We sure do enjoy it
and want to thank you very much .

Jesse McClain
Aurora, Mo .
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.What Your Life in God 's Kingdom Will Be Like



Exciting Ne",s!
Peace Is ontheWay!

The difficult ies mankind
now faces are simply
more than any human

being can properly handle,
because this world of ours
has progressed too rapidly
in the wrong direction!

"Oh, I wouldn 't say that!"
many will exclaim. No, people
don't want to believe it! They
seem to prefer to deceive
themselves with wishful think
mg.

But therein lies the DANGER!
Most men are afraid to face the

facts! But these are facts nonethe
less . The development of engines
of mass destruction has far out
paced the development of man's
power to control them.

Man has built the awesome
Frankenstein monster that threat
ens to destroy him. Man has
reached that stage of develop
ment and "progress" where he is
utterly unable to save himself!

These relentless forces now set
in motion would continue until
the fear so frankly expressed by
top scientists of the blasting of
human life completely out of
existence would become a reality,
IF it was not for one thing - the
intervention of almighty God to
save us from ourselves!

Shocking? Maybe to some. But
thank God! His intervention is
sure. It 's time millions were
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becoming ALARMED - yes,
FRIGHTENED - aroused by
what's happening today and a lit
tle more than curious to learn
what's prophesied for the not -too
distant futu re.

Trouble ahead

For the immediate future 
the next five, 10 or 25 years 
the sobering revelation of Bible
prophecy shows this world will go
from bad to worse. World confu
sion, hatred, strife, warfare and
terrible destruction will increase
with rapid acceleration. It's the
natural course to expect.

The United Nations won't be
able to bring peace. The aggres
sor nations - and we are so
gullib le we never recognize
them un til AFTER they plunge the
world into another war - will go
right on with their scheming and
diabolical planning for world
rule.

The dreaded nuclear war we
have all feared for so long will
come - not because God wills it,
but because me n will choose to
unleash this destructive power on
one another.

The greatest prophet who ever
lived looked down into ou r time
and the now -imminent fut ure and
said: "And there shall be ... dis 
tress of nations, with perplexi
ty . . . Men's hearts fai ling them
for fear, and for looking after
those things which are coming on

the ea rth . . . And then shall they
see the Son of man coming in a
cloud with POWER an d GREAT
GLORY. And when these things
begin to come to pass .. . know ye
that the KINGDOM OFGOD is nigh
at hand. Veri ly I say unto you,
This generation shall not pass
away, till all be fulfilled" (Luke
21 :25- 32).

World gove rn me nt needed

World government is needed,
but through human leaders it is
simply impossible! What man
lives today who has the qualifica
tions - who could safely be
entrusted with that much POWER!
What man would not abuse such
vast power, exalt himself, wield it
for his own ambitious and selfish
purposes? What man has the wis
dom to execute such power, to
save this world from itself and to
administer his great office for the
good of the governed?

H uman civi lization has "pro
gressed" adverse ly to the point
where now it is utt erly HELPLESS
to save the world from itself. The
world's sole hope now lies in the
supernatural intervention of
GOD!

We're so hopelessly involved
and entang led in the type of
paganized, competi tive-govern
ment civilization bu ilt upon earth
that we cannot extricate our
selves. Let's face it. We're in the
death grip of an evil system, and



only God can save us from extinc
tion.

But God will intervene. He will
send Jesus Christ once again to
earth, and this time not as a lamb
like , gentle teacher, but in all the
supreme, supernatural POWER
and GLORY of God.

" A nd he shall send Jesus
Christ, which before was
preached unto you: Whom the
heaven must receive until the
TIMES OF RESTITUTION of all
things" (Acts 3:20-21). Jesus
Himself said, "If I go . .. I will
come again" (John 14:3). And
His coming happens to be the
world's only hope.

World government
through Christ

Few seem to have understood
the purpose of either Christ's
coming to earth more than 1,900
years ago or His prophesied Sec
ond Coming, now imminent.

He came the first time as a
divine messenger, bearing a MES
SAGE from God. That message
was the GOOD NEWS (Gospel) of
the KINGDOM OFGOD - a future
WORLD GOVERNMENT.

That message was Christ's
Gospel. In other words, it was the
true Gospel of Jesus Christ 
the very Gospel He commissioned
all New Testament ministers to
preach to all the world through
out this age. Yet almost univer
sally that true Gospel message is
rejected today, and men have, as
prophesied, turned to another
gospel - a gospel ABOUT a differ
ent Jesus, certainly not the same
Jesus described so vividly in the
New Testament.

Yes, it was Jesus Christ who
first proclaimed to the world the
idea of world peace through a
future WORLD GOVERNMENT.

Jesus proclaimed Himself the
future KING of that world gov
ernment - and for this cause He
was crucified (John 18:37).

But what men did not under
stand about His message was that
His Kingdom was for the
FUTURE. He said plainly, "My
kingdom is not of this world"
(verse 36) .

Now notice the descriptions of
Christ's imminent return to this
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earth: "And I saw heaven opened,
and behold a white horse; and he
that sat upon him wa s called
Faithful and True, and in righ
teousness he doth judge and make
war [against evil] . .. . And out of
his mouth goeth a sharp sword,
that with it he should smite the
nations ["For the word of God is
quick, and powerful, and sharper
than any twoedged sword" 
Heb. 4: 12. This is not a sword of
steel to do physical harm, but the
Word of God to correct and do
spiritual GOOD!] : and he shall rule
them [all NATIONS] with a rod of
iron: and he treadeth the wine
press of the fierceness and wrath
of Almighty God . And he
hath . . . a NAME written, King of
Kings, and Lord of Lords" (Rev.
19:11-16) .

Yes, Jesus will be a supernatu
ral, divine world Ruler, a KING
over all kings of the earth. His
weapon will be the WORD OF
GOD -.-: THE TRUTH! And Jesus
said it is the TRUTH that shall
make men free (John 8:32).

He will be a " world KING " who
shall judge all nations in RIGH
TEOUSNESS. Surely that's the
world's greatest need.

Is a real utopia impossible?

Men ridicule the idea of a uto
pia today, as though it were
impossible. But WHY should uto
pia be thought of as impossible?
WHY shouldn't men have it ?

The answer comes through
another question: Why is there so
much unhappiness , strife, injus
tice, fear and suffering now?
Simply because men are thinking,
acting and living contrary to all
the laws by which such happiness,
universal prosperity and joy could
come. That's the plain and simple
answer. Because of selfishness,
greed and vanity.

Suppose everyone on earth
loved all his neighbors equally
with himself. Suppose everyone
was honest, kind, just, consider
ate, gentle, pleasant and cheerful,
industrious, in perfect health and
of keen, alert mind, humble,
trusting fully in God and working
happily with zeal and enthusiasm
to accomplish all the good he
could. Can you visualize what a

wonderful world would result?
Well , it would be a real and prac
tical utopia.

But, you say, that's contrary to
human character. Yes , true. But
Jesus Christ is coming to change
that! The POWER OF GOD in one,
through His Holy Spirit, changes,
converts, that soul. It gives him
power, if he wills, to master - to
overcome - the nature within.
Through FAITH he can be
changed into the kind of person
described above. And the mission
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth at
His Second Coming is to work
exactly that change in humanity!

IMPOSSIBLE! Oh, no! Nothing is
impossible with God! And Jesus
is coming in all the supernatural
power and glory of GOD!

A preview of coming utopia

It's possible, now, for us to
peer into the future - on over
past and beyond the hellishness
this world will put itself through
during the immediate future 
and catch a preview of the world
tomorrow!

First, the nature of Christ's
world rule:

"With righteousness shall he
judge the poor, and reprove with
equity for the meek of the
earth.... They shall not hurt nor
destroy in all my holy mountain:
for the earth shall be full of the
KNOWLEDGE OF THE LORD [Eter
nal], as the waters cover the sea
[none deceived, as most are today
- true knowledge universally 
true education shall be a basic
part of the program]. And in that
day there shall be a root of Jesse
[Christ], which shall stand for an
ensign of the people ; to it
[Christ] shall the Gentiles seek"
(Isa. 11:4-10) .

Now for the effect - a pre
view of HAPPINESS and WORLD
PEACE:

"But in the last days it shall
come to pass, that the mountain
[Kingdom] of the house of the
Lord [Eternal] [that is, the
KINGDOM OF GOD] shall be
established in the top of the
mountains [that is, reigning over
the great nations of earth], and it
shall be exalted above the hills

(Continued on page 37)
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Here's how you can properly rejoice
before God at the Feast of Tabernacles.

I
-g
.!!1

What a picture! This is the ~

time of year to grasp this incredi- ~

ble picture more clearly. God if
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Grasp the pic tu re

"The kingdom of heaven is like
unto a certain king, which made a
marriage for his son , And sent
forth his servants to call them
that were bidden to the wed
ding .. . Behold, I have prepared
my dinner: my oxen and my fat
lings are killed, and all things are
ready: come unto the marriage"
(Matt. 22:2-4).

How eagerly God wants us to
understand that His Kingdom 
the supreme quest of our lives - is
no solemn, boring round of mean
ingless rituals conducted behind
stained-glass windows. Neither is
it an eternity of mindless, emotion
al frenzy. God's model for the
Kingdom is the wedding supper,
the commemorative banquet hon
oring accomplishment and over
coming (Rev. 19:9).

"Blessed are those servants,
whom the lord when he cometh
shall find watching: verily I say
unto you, that he shall gird him- ~
self, and make them to sit down ~

to meat, and will come forth and ~
serve them" (Luke 12:37) .

By Neil Earle

,,~east is made for
laughter," wise

King Solomon
observed (Eccl. 10: 19).

Obviously, then, the great
God, possessor of heaven and
earth (Gen . 14: 19), enjoys
laughter and joy a great deal.
He commands seven annual
feasts (Lev. 23).

The Feast of Tabernacles, the
sixth of these annual festivals, is
upon us. The Feast of Taber
nacles pictures the coming 1,000
year reign, on earth, of Jesus
Christ and God's immortal, Spir
it-born children in the Kingdom
of God.

Rejoicing and celebration are
inevitable results of God's gov
ernment, as many scriptures
reveal: "Thou wilt shew me the
path of life : in thy presence is
fulness of joy; at thy right hand
there are pleasures for evermore"
(Ps. 16:11).

"And in this mountain shall
the Lord of hosts make unto all
people a feast of fat things, a feast
of wines on the lees, of fat things
full of marrow, of wines on the
lees well refined" (Isa. 25:6).

MakeThis aFeast
of



doe s Hi s part. He makes a sweep
ing gesture to epitomize the gra n
deur of life in H is Family: He
uproots multiple th ou sands of
people from their normal lives
and immerses them with thou
sands of other individuals and
families all required to spend 10
percent of their incomes in eight
days (Deut. 14:25)!

How bold - how dramatic! A
time o f compulsory rejoicin g
(D eut. 16 :14) . Seven days o f
vision ( Lev . 23:34). A week of
spir it ua l uplift and exaltation
(Neh. 8:17- 18) . The Feast of
Tabernacles pictures nothing less
than the glorious, utopian reign of
Jesus Christ and Hi s handpicked
staff, a royal Family, to rule with
Him (Dan. 7:27) .

Is thi s our feeling as we
approac h the Feast of Taber
nacles? Or are we perhaps defi-

cient in th e very second fruit of
God's Holy Spirit - jo y (G al.
5:22) ?

Do we really see ourselves as
the light of th e world (Matt.
5:14) , or do our worldly cares
dominate our lives to the point
th at we are, like everyone else in
this soc ie ty , shor ts ighted ly ab
sorbed with our own problems ?

Are we convin ced th at God 's
Spirit is at work within us, or has
it been a long time since we felt
truly exuberant about our match
less opportunity to live forever
(I John 3:1) ?

If you feel overburdened with
physical, mundane cares, then
this Feast of Tabernacl es is for
you!

" If you only had my pr ob
lems," some people tell Christ's
ministry, " then you' d be miser
able, too. " Not necessarily. The
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simple t rut h is that we all have
our crosses to bear ( Luke 9:23) .
A nd if we 'd only rouse ourselves
to see it , we 'd d iscern that many
of our brethren have it much
worse (I Cor. 12:26 ).

As for the world - would any
of us really change places with
the people in war-torn or poverty
stricken countries, or th e pitiful
humans ebbing out their precious
days at the end of a plastic tube?
Or the th ou sands of Third World
mothers who , before th is day is
over , will wat ch their child ren
slip into tired comas as sta rvat ion
enters its last phases?

Think - analyze - appre
ciate!

We mu st put ourselves more
into God's great Feast of T aber
nacles, a feast of rejoicing. To do
so we mu st understand why G od
commands us to rejoice.

r-----~-----T"""-----------__. Why rejoice?

We must rejoice
with purpose , not
just imbibe a me an
ingless round of
steaks, wine, sight
seeing and partying,
perhaps ending up
too tired to attend
the crux o f th e
whole Festival , th e
preaching serv ices.

Why rejoi ce ? Be
ca use even our attendance at the
Feast is a demonstration of the
most basic requirement for world
peace - the willingness to sub
mit to God's government (Isa.
9:7). Keeping the Fe ast is, in
essence, an act of faith - our
faith th at G od has th e answers to
the world 's problems.

After a nightmari sh but mer
c ifully sh ort dark age just ahead
of us (Matt. 24:21-22) , God will
joyfully give the order send ing
Jesus Christ to this weary planet
(Acts 3:20) . Jesus' mission?
Nothing less than the physical
and spiritual restructu ring of the
hum an r ace (Is a . 4 2:1-4) .
C hrist's return is the most enor
mous rescu e operat ion in his
tory.

What a prospect! Refugees,
displaced person s, concentration
camp prisoners, sca r r ed and

maim ed vic t ims of th e war to end
wars, all in need of shephe rd ing
to Palestine (lsa. 49 :12- 18) . The
re bui ld ing of th e " was te places"
wi ll star t th ere ( ls a. 52:9-10) .

Well -organi zed , ec ologicall y
integrated communit ie s will
spring up under the direction of
the God F amil y (Mi c . 4 :4).
Broad avenues lined with healthy,
fr ag rant trees will shade young
sters and senior citizens (Zech.
8:3 -5, Isa. 41: 17-19). Rustic co m
munity centers in park se ttings
will play host to church services ,
soc ials, youth act ivit ies, weddings
- vital components in the abun
dant life (Isa . 61).

Notice: "Therefore they shall
come and sing in the height of
Zion, and sha ll flow together to
the goodness of the Lord , for
wheat , and for wine, and for oil ,
and for the young of the flock and
of the herd . .. Then sha ll th e vir
gin rej oice in the dance, both
young men and old together: for I
will turn their mourning into jo y,
and will comfort them, and make
them rejoice from their sorrow.
And I will sati ate the soul of the
pr ie s ts with fatnes s , and m y
people sh all be sa t isfied with my
goodness, sa ith the Lord" (J er.
31: 12-14).

N ow th ere is hope - a visio n
worth hanging on to ( Rev. 3: II ).
But it sho uld n' t surprise us. Our
God is called " the G od of hope"
( Rom . 15 :1 3) . He radi ates it
(John 2:17) . Hi s Word is ch arged
with it (J er . 23:29) . Notice :

" T hus sa ith the Lord; Again
th ere s ha ll be heard in thi s
place even in the c it ies of
Judah The voice of joy, and
the voice of gladness, th e voice of
the bridegroom , and th e voice of
th e bride, th e voice of th em th at
shall say , Prai se the Lord of
host s: for the Lord is good .. .
and they sh all fear and tremble
for all the goodness and for all the
prosperity th at I procure unto it "
(Jer. 33 :10-11 ,9).

What a spa rkling picture! God
commands the Feast of T aber
nacl es as a sure token - an ac t of
faith - th at utopia is coming.
We are to celebrate the world
to mo rrow in advance. N ow pr o
ject yourself ahead: Who will
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conduct the vital Sab
bath services, the Bible
studies giving key in
struction to keep things
"on track"? Who will
organize the construc
tion of halls, coordinate
urban renewal and farm
policy, streamline traffic
and industry?

We will! That is our calling
(Rev . I :6). "Do ye not know,"
Paul asked, "that the saints shall
judge the world?" (I Cor. 6 :2) .

Preparing to teach

Yet we are supposed to learn
the right approach to God and
His government right here and
now as physical human beings (I
Pet. 2:9). Developing the right
attitude is the core curriculum of
the world tomorrow (Matt. 5:5) .
We must learn God's way so well
that we can teach it to millions of
others in the Millennium.

Having the right attitude
toward authority changes every
thing for the better (Isa. 66:2) .
When we look around the Feast
site and see 500, 1,500 or 5,000
of God's people meeting together
in harmony and order, do we ever
think: "This is a miracle! You
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can't even control 15 human
beings without God's Spirit."

That is another great reason for
rejoicing at the Feast: The order,
loyalty and unity of God 's people,
thousands upon thousands strong,
demonstrate to God at every
Feast site that human beings,
with God's Holy Spirit, are gov
ernable, that humanity is worth
saving after all.

And proving that is part of our
vital mission at the end of this
age! Read Malachi 4:6 again and
really understand it.

When God's people submit to
headquarters by attending their
designated site, accepting transfer
rejections in good spirits; when
we follow directions at the Feast
site instead of always making our
selves the exception to the rules;
when we hustle punctually to ser
vices; when we pay extra atten-

tion to the sermonettes and ser
mons and have children who do so
as well - that gives God Himself
I OO,OOO-plus reasons for rejoicing
(I Sam. 12:22) .

But do we? Does the signifi
cance of what we are doing ever
dawn on us? Do we ever think:
"Like a mighty army moves the
Church of God! This is exciting
- God's government really
works. And I'm part of it! I've
seen the future, already. God's
Spirit can change this old world
after all!"

Ambassadors for the
Kingdom

Aren't these excellent reasons
for real rejoicing at this Feast of
Tabernacles? Infused with godly
hope and vision, we should
resolve to act as ambassadors for
the Kingdom of God (I I Cor.
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5:20). A key part in this we have
already covered - following
instructions.

Another important part we all
have to play is to prepare, mental
ly and spiritually, to endure some
inconveniences at the Feast.
There are no perfect Feast sites,
for the Church itself is still
imperfect. Resolve now, well
ahead of time, to accept trials and
setbacks as challenges, hurdles to
overcome, prods to our resource
fulness, stimulants (Jas. 1:4).

Be thankful for sticky prob
lems (Rom. 5:3) . A terrible rain
storm canceled the Festival Fun
Show at Jekyll Island in 1964.
But did it dampen the spirits of
God's people? Not on your life!
More fellowshipping took place
that night than at any other time
during that Festival - and all in
a rain-drenched tent.

"Peculiar people" (I Pet. 2:9)?
Yes! Peculiar and unconquerable
(Rom. 8:37).

Some get frustrated at the
mammoth crowds at some Feast
sites. They abandon as hopeless
one of the special benefits of the
Feast of Tabernacles - the
mutual support and strength
derived from active fellowship
with other members of the Body
of Christ (I Cor. 12: 14).

Try this. Rather than selfishly
resenting the big crowds, take the
brethren one at a time. Radiate
warmth and affection for those
around you (Prov. 15:15) . A little
leaven does leaven the whole
lump, after all (I Cor. 5:6) .

These people at the Festival
are our brethren, everyone of
them purchased with the shed
blood of Christ (Acts 20:28).
Some have their own successful
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businesses . Some are Ph.D .s.
Some have fought wars in far
flung parts of the world . Some
are pressured ladies with hostile
mates waiting at home. Some are
single parents walking the finan
cial and emotional tightrope.
Many are strangers, lonely,
widows and new members who
don't know a soul.

And you can help. Maybe your
family has a little time on its
hands. Perhaps as a single adult
you have a little extra second
tithe. Why not set aside some
time for some of the loners you
notice? This is a foretaste of
your role in the Kingdom of
God.

It's living like Jesus Christ:
"Inasmuch as ye have done it
unto one of the least of these my
brethren, ye have done it unto
me" (Matt. 25:40) .

More blessed
to give

Hundreds of
brethren each year
find that the Feast
of Tabernacles was
the pivotal experi
ence to bring them
out of themselves a
little more - the
time they learned
more deeply how
much more blessed

it is to give than receive (Acts
20:35).

Perhaps an unsung area of ser
vice to the entire Church is the
extra efforts at child training that
parents can make before the
Feast. No one appreciates undis
ciplined children or those who
insist on a trip to the facilities just
after the opening prayer.

Older children passing notes or
reading paperbacks or other
books during the sermons or
young children playing with
noisy, distracting toys can subtly
undermine the morale and atten
tion of those there to focus on the
vital messages God's ministers
specially prepare for the Feast of
Tabernacles.

Explain these points to your
children before the Festival.

Of course, when hundreds and
hundreds of God's people gather

we should all understand that
there are scores of new members
with children trying to "learn the
ropes," or teens not yet convinced
that this is for them. The Feast is
an excellent time for us all to
learn the big picture: "Who art
thou that judgest another man's
servant? to his own master he
standeth or falleth" (Rom.
14:4).

Give people the benefit of the
doubt. Nothing short-circuits our
own joy like petty criticism and
self-righteous nit-picking (Gal.
5: I 5) . Learning to understand
and tolerate other people is a
requirement for successful com
munity relationships, an essential
character trait required in those
called to government posts in the
Kingdom of God.

Perhaps now we grasp more
clearly the dynamic lessons and
principles permeating each Feast
of Tabernacles!

The fact is that humanity has
lost the art of successful human
relationships. Yet each Feast site
is a miniature community, after
all, a minute foretaste of an orga
nizational pattern based on God's
law of give. The lesson? Enjoying
other people, learning to tolerate
their idiosyncrasies, submitting to
order and directions - all this is
pioneering a way out for a hope
less humanity (Isa. 59:9 , Matt.
5: I4).

God's kind of Christianity
works! It transforms people. It
leavens community relations
(Matt. 13:33) . It will change the
world, ultimately.

As one dedicated , highly
motivated , submissive imple
ment in God 's hands , God's
people will write another lesson
of order and unity at the 1982
Feast of Tabernacles. The stakes
are high : Can God take multiple
thousands of human beings, give
them His Spirit and produce not
just unity and order, but rejoic
ing?

If so, we have discovered
the practical keys to peace on
earth. What a challenge - what
a calling! Will we grasp it more
clearly this year at God's great
Feast of Tabernacles, a feast of
joy? 0
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You are specifically commanded by God to
rejoice at the Feast of Tabernacles. But why?
A nd what should you rejoice about?

Why Should You
Rejoice at the Feast?

By Clayton Steep

There's no doubt about
it. We a ll like to be
happy.

God design ed us th at way.
H e knows happi ness is the best
state to be in .

1 Timothy I : II calls God th e
" blessed God. " The word blessed
her e act ua lly can be translated
" ha ppy." G od is th e "happy
God."

A nd t ha t is th e way H e wants
us to learn to be always. H e
ordai ned H is commandments and
laws for the pu rpose of producing
and pr eserving happiness.

The Bible shows God wants us
to lea rn to rejoice all th e time.
" Rejoice eve rmore," urged the
apostle Paul ( I Thess. 5:16) .
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Paul would , of course, be the
first to agree that this life has
peri ods of severe trial, even for
Christ ians. But, considering the
fina l outcome - that all things
work together for good to those
who love God (Ro m. 8:28) - we
should be able to rejoice even in
tri als (J as. 1:2) . "Rejoice in the
Lord alway: and again I say ,
Rejoice," Paul emphasized (Phil.
4:4).

If th at is true all year long , it is
especially so at the Festi val sea
son.

A mong the instructions God
gave about how to observe His
feasts, time and aga in He gave
th e command to rejoice in regard
to th e Feast of T abernacles. "Ye
sha ll rejo ice before the Lord your

God," says Leviticus 23 :40 , for
example.

Not onl y should you as an indi
vidual rejoice, but you should
help others rejoice. The Fe ast is a
t ime to come together with mem
bers of your family to worsh ip
before the Creator. It is a family
occasion. And those who are
alone - that is to say , without
members of their ph ysic al fami
lies in attendance - are to be
included in the rejoicing as well
(Deut. 16:14) .

Ever yone is to have a happy
time!

God's Church is one famil y.
There should be no hard feel ing s
am ong any of its members at the
Feast (or, for that matter, at an y
other time!) , no discourtesy, no
competing for advantages , no
selfishness - only seeking to give
and serve in unity of spirit (Ps. 'ai
133 :1). Each of us should, as ~

much as lies within us, assure that 2
not one unpleasant incident mars ~

the Feast for ourselves or for any- ~
"one else. There should be onl y §

.. • .. J:::.

rejoicing . ~

God's Holy Days ar e rich with .!!l
true meaning. Rejoice in that ~
meaning and have a good time ~
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within th e bounds of God's laws.
That's the rule of the Feast.

Rejoice about the past

Whatever your background ,
whatever kind of life you had
before becoming a Christi an,
rejoice about it. Rejoice about
the experiences yo u had, the
lessons you learned . Be tha nkful
for that which was p leasant

and profitable. And for that
which was not pleasant, at least
you can be th ankful that it is
past.

Since you have been called to a
new life in Christ , you have left

behind all th e sins and mist ak es
of your form er life . This certainl y
is a cau se for rejoicing : " Blesse d
is he whose transgression is for
given , whose sin is covered" ( Ps.
32:1). "M y lips shall greatl y
rejoice when I sing unto th ee ,"
David exclaimed , "and my soul,
which thou hast redeemed" (Ps.
71 :23) .

Rejoice also about the experi-

But What If 'Everything GoesWrong'?
By Art Docken

Th e barracks was a long, narrow room
with a door at one end and a single win
dow at th e other. Bare, unp aint ed, wood
en walls and worn , splintered floorboards
made the room about as inviting as a
county jail.

Ancient cots - 10 to 15 of them 
sat perpendicular to the wall. Equally
aged pads served for mattresses and a
single, threadbare blanket lay on each
bed , to be used to ward off the near
freezing night ch ill. Wh at few belong ings
the occupants possessed were hung from
nails driven into the wall.

The common toilet was in another
building down th e muddy stree t. Th e
shower room was in th e other di rect ion.
Th e floor and one wall in the shower
room were concrete. Out of the wall pro
truded several pipes from which poured
water of one temperature - cold. Of
course, there was no heat in any of the
rooms.

Sound like a prisoner of war cam p? A
young man who lived under those condi
tions wrote to our office in Manil a, Phil
ippines, some years ago and described his
feelings during his days at th at camp.

" I thank God for making it possibl e
for me to att end th e Feast of Taber
nacles!" he wrote . Th is was, he said, the
first time he had ever slept on a real bed,
the first time he had ever used a shower.
It was also the first tim e he had ever
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eate n th ree balanced meals in one day,
fellowshipped with God's people, sang
psalms, heard a choir singing praises to
God or listened to a minister of God
preach a sermon.

Yes, th is young man was describing
his first Feast of Tabern acles at Bagu io
City, Philippines. Th e dr ab barracks,
cold showers, sparse meals, the rath er
inexperienced choir and even the speak
ers were all something rare and wonde r
ful to him .

" No w," he declared , " I know what the
world tomorr ow will be like - I can
imagine how wonderful it will be."

Th is man truly rejoiced in the Feast in
spite of what many would have consid 
ered unbearably harsh cond itions . For
him , perh aps, it was easy to rejo ice - so
much of what he experienced was new
and better th an he had ever known
before. It 's unfortunate, but many of us
are not that " blessed."

God commands His people to rejoice
at the Feast no matt er what the condi
tions are (Deut. 16:14-15, Lev. 23:40) .
And yet we are often beset by proble ms,
both grea t and small, in pre par ing for
and atte nding the Feast.

How can we rejoice when our car
breaks down or our accommodations are
not as nice as we had hoped for? How
can we rejoice when a family memb er
becomes ill and misses sermons, dances
and other activities? Does God really
expect us to rejoice if everything seems

to go wrong and we think we are having a
terr ible time?

Yes, He docs. Remember , God does
not promi se that you will have no prob
lems. He does not comman d you to " have
a great time." He command s you to
rejoice. and there is a difference.

Certainly, most of us have a wonde rful
time at the Feast. It is exciti ng to gather
together with God's people, sing praises
to God with one voice, hear inspired ser
mons. But we will have problems. We all
do. But th at , too, is part of th e Feast.

Th e first year that the Feast of Taber
nacles was in Baguio City, a typ hoon
raged through th e Philip pines. Roads
were washed out, airports closed , electri
cal power was cut. Half of th e memb ers
were unable to even reach Baguio City.

At the opening service a few candles
were lit and some who had flashli gh ts
brought them to shine on the minister,
Pedr o Or tiguero. As the memb ers sat in
the drafty hall, wet and cold, Mr. Orti
guero read from God's Word the instr uc
tions concern ing th e Feast of Taber
nacles. When he reached verse 40 of
Leviticus 23 he read with specia l emp ha
sis, " And ye shall rejoice before the Lord
your God seven days."

" Breth ren," said Mr. Or t iguero, "God
commands us to rejoice and so we are
going to rejoice in spite of everything!"
How could they rejoice? Because they
und erstood that the Feast pictured a bet
ter world tomorr ow. The y realized tha t
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ences you've had so far in your
Christi an life. Recall what God
has done for you - the times He
has helped you , the st rength He
has given you, the lessons H e has
taught you.

N ever forget
these experiences.
Take time to recall
and profit from
them . The very
reason you are now
dwelling in a tem
porary tabernacle
of flesh is to learn
lessons that will
qualify you for an
eternal inheritance.
Rejoice that God
has been working

out His salvation in your life.

Rejoice about the present

The Feast of Tabernacles is an
excellent opportunity to take
inventory of all your blessings, to

be thankful for them. And to tell
others about them.

Have you ever been to a get
together or party where the con 
versation just seemed to be stuck
on trivia? Actually, it probably
didn't stick there very long; it
more than likely began to degen
erate as conversations in such sit
uations often do.

It is to be hoped that you will
not find yourself in such a cir
cumstance at the Feast. But if
you do , sta rt referring to some of
the things you are thankful for.
Do it in a natural way - not like
some of the boisterous, so-ca lled
testimonies cert ain religious
groups in the world are noted for.
You aren't trying to "witness for

the Feast looked into the future - that it
d id not focus on today's problems.

Th e difficulties we encounter in order
to observe the Feast are as much a part of
the Feast as are the sermons and other
activities. Do you really thin k that all will
be per fect on this earth on the day Christ
returns? Certainly not.

Th e eart h will be a chaotic mess (Isa.
24: 1-6), probably similar to the waste
land described in Ge nesis I:2. Someone
will have to clean up that mess and we,
God's people, will be the only ones able
to do it pro perly.

Gathering and teaching Israel will be
difficult. T hey will have been prisoners
of war, half dead and sti ll ignorant of
God's way of life. It will take patienc e to
teac h th em the proper way to live. And
that' s just Israel. Every oth er nation on
earth will also require trainin g.

But we will do it, pat iently working
with those people j ust as we must care
fully deal wit h the unconvert ed (and
somet imes t he "conver te d" !) at th e
Feast. Not everyone will suddenly rush
to Jerusalem to acce pt God's ways 
Zec hariah 14:I6- I9 proves that.

Ezek iel 38 and 39 descr ibe a war that
will take place agai nst Israel afte r they
have been reestablished and will be living
in peace and prosper ity. Isaiah 30:20-2 I
shows how we will need to be constant ly
working with people who want to go the ir
own way.

All mankind will learn a new langu age
(Zeph. 3:9) . Have you ever tri ed to learn
a foreig n language? Th at will take much
time and patie nce right there.

The waste cities will be rebuilt (Isa.
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6 1:4), but the y will be rebu ilt properly.
Th at means a lot of tear ing down and
cleanin g up. We will solve massive prob
lems of food and water supply, proper
sanitary faciliti es - even providing vines
and fig tre es (Mic. 4:4)!

Problems? Certainly. But every Feast
of Tabern acles will see more people com
ing to rejo ice before the Lord. Every year
greater numbers of people from every
nat ion will venture to Jerusalem to learn
the laws and ways of the God of Israel
(Isa. 2:1-4, Mic . 4:1-5) .

As the years pass there will be less
sick ness, fewer dying of famine, less
rebellion, less suffering around the earth.
It will take time, but at every Feast we
will be able to look back at a year of
tremendous progress and rejoice before
the Lord in person .

We have always encountered problems
at the Feast of Tabernacles. Hurricanes,
wind, rain and snowstor ms have dis
rupted many Feasts. Did you ever have
your tent blow down in one of Big San
dy's famous rainstorm s? Remember the
hurricane that almost washed out the
first Feast on Jek yll Island, Ga . - the
blizzard s that tied up tr affic in Squ aw
Valley, Calif.? And speaking of tr affic,
how about those traffic jams at Lake of
the Ozark s, Mo.? Does the Feast come
right at harvest time for you, or do you
have tr ouble getting yo u r children
excused from school?

Th e list could go on. God 's people have
faced, and either solved or endured, every
probl em, and still every Feast is " the best
yet."

Some few do complain, but they see

the Feast only in light of the present.
Th ey forget the words of the apostle
Paul: " For I reckon that the sufferings of
this present time are not worthy to be
comp ared with the glor y which shall be
revealed in us" (Rom. 8:I8) .

Th e young man who rejoiced in spite
of the rath er prim itive condit ions in the
Philippines was able to do so because he
saw a great contrast between what he had
always known in this world and the con
ditions preva iling at God' s Feast. He
rejoiced because he could see that God's
way is best and because he knew that in
the Millennium God's influence will per
meate the whole earth.

Today, most of our members in the
Ph ilippines enjoy better accommodations
than were available at that first Feast 
and they still rejoice before the Lord ,
looking forward to the Kingdom of God
rulin g on thi s earth.

Each year God's Church grows 
in spite of problems. Those problems
have only strengthened our resolve that
God's way certainly is the only way to
live.

Je sus Christ " for the joy that was set
before him [the joy of knowing about the
Kingd om of God] endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is set down at
the right hand of the th rone of God . For
consider him that endured such contra
diction of sinners against himself, lest ye
be wearied and faint in your minds"
(Heb. 12:2-3) .

How much more should we endure the
petty problems that may come our way
during God's feasts and wholeheartedly
rejoice before our God! 0
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the Lord," as they term it. You
are just expressing gratitude to
other brethren for some of the
things God has done for you.

God listens for such conversa
tions and they are noted in a book
of remembrance, as Malachi 3: 16
points out. Start the ball rolling.
You may be surprised at how the
whole tenor of conversation
changes. (If it doesn't change,
perhaps you ought to consider
"rejoicing" elsewhere!)

Be thankful for the fact that
God has called you, that you are
among those personally and indi
vidually selected by the almighty
God to be part of His Work and
to partake of salvation now. Be
thankful for the Holy Spirit, the
Church and the brethren.

In addition to all the blessings
in the spiritual realm, be grateful
for all the physical blessings you
have. Take time during the Feast
to think about them. And to
rejoice about them.

Rejoice in trials

It's easy to rejoice when all is
going well, but how can you
rejoice when things are not going
smoothly, when you have major
problems to go back to after the
Feast, when you are up against an
obstacle, persecution, even physi
cal pain? That question is often
asked.

But on what level are such
problems? Are they not on the
physical, material level - that is
to say, the level having to do with
this present, temporary exis
tence? Of course they are!

Not a one of them can rob you
of your eternal inheritance. Let's
keep things in perspective! The
reason we reside in temporary
dwellings annually at the Feast of
Tabernacles is to remind us that
this life is only for a short while.
We are only pilgrims.

We need to stop letting this
limited, transitory, earthly sphere
dominate our thoughts. "Set your
minds on things that are above,
not on things that are on earth,"
wrote Paul (Col. 3:2 , Revised
Standard Version) . How well we
do that will determine how much
we can rejoice even in the face of
severe trials.
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If, with the eyes of faith, we
are looking to Jesus Christ and
the deliverance He shall surely
provide - at the time that is
best for us, in the way that is
best for us - what is there that
should be able to deprive us of
joy?

No problem in the world can
take our salvation from any of us
against our will. Read carefully
Romans 8:35-39, letting the
meaningful words sink in: "Who
shall separate us from the love of
Christ? shall tribulation, or dis
tress, or persecution, or famine,
or nakedness, or peril, or
sword? . . .

"Nay, in all these things we are
more than conquerors through
him that loved us. For I am per
suaded, that neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor principalities,
nor powers, nor things present,
nor things to come, Nor height,
nor depth, nor any other creature,
shall be able to separate us from
the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord."

Rejoice about God's laws

We should rejoice at the Feast
about the way of life God has
given us - His laws and com
mandments. This is contrary to
our carnal, natural minds. But
let's let that part of us that is
being converted by God's Spirit
rejoice.

Paul admitted his nature was
contrary to God's laws (Rom.
7:23-25). But, he wrote, "I
delight in the law of God after the
inward man" (verse 22). As
David expressed it, "The statutes
of the Lord are right, rejoicing
the heart" (Ps. 19:8).

If you have been in God 's
Church for any length of time,
you no doubt know what an exhil
arating experience it is when you
do everything right according to
God's instructions and the results
are strikingly obvious: Everything
turns out just fine. And you won
der, Why can't I do that more
often?

You can. We all can, if we put
more effort into it. After all, what
is more important during this
short period of time we are dwell
ing in these tabernacles of flesh

than to learn to obey and delight
in God's laws?

Rejoice about the future

As God's children, our lot
our inheritance - is not in this
life. Our hope is to awake in the
resurrection, or to be instantly
changed at the Second Coming of
Christ (Ps. 17:15) . We should
never lose sight of that great
occasion. At the Feast we are cel
ebrating the fact that this fleeting
life is not all there is. Far from it.
What really counts is the life to
come. And only what leads to
that life matters now.

If, at the Feast location you
attend this year, you have a view
of the stars in the night sky, take
time to look up at them. Gaze at
the heavens. Let your mind try to
encompass all those lights. Out
there in the known universe are
an estimated hundred billion gal
axies, each with a hundred billion
stars. And who knows what lies
beyond that? Yet God compre
hends it all. He created it all. He
controls it all.

What does that say about the
level upon which the God Family
lives and operates? Can you imag
ine yourself someday stepping out
of the physical existence that now
confines you and "inhabiting eter
nity" along with God (Isa. 57: l5)?
Can you imagine yourself sharing
the inheritance of all things with
Jesus Christ (Rom. 8:l7)?

Well, try to imagine it. Get
used to the thought, because it is
in your future and it is going to
happen to you if you remain
faithful to your calling!

The cheap tinsel this world has
to offer can't even begin to com
pare to the glorified state we shall
enter. The Feast of Tabernacles
pictures that wonderful time.
What a blessing it is to under
stand the meaning of God's feasts
and to be able to rejoice in what
they portray!

"Blessed is the people that
know the joyful sound [an expres
sion often translated "the festal
sound" or "the sound of the trum
pet"] : they shall walk, 0 Lord, in
the light of thy countenance. In
thy name shall they rejoice all the
day" (Ps.89:I5-16). 0
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and Fall of the Roman
Empire. clearly informs
us that the early Chris
tians did believe in
Christ's literal rule on
this earth for 1,000
years:

"The ancient and
popular doctrine of the
Millennium was inti
mately connected with
the Second Coming of
Christ. As the works of
the creation had been
finished in six days,
their duration in their
present state, according
to a tradition which was
attributed to the proph
et Elijah, was fixed to
6,000 years .

"By the same analogy
it was inferred that this
long period of labor and
contention, which was
now almost elapsed,
would be succeeded by
a joyful Sabbath of a
thousand years; and that
Christ, with the trium
phant band of the saints
and the elect who had
escaped death, or who
had been miraculously
revived, would reign
upon earth till the time
appointed for the last
and general resur
rection. "

Edward Gibbon
states that this belief in
the Millennium was the
early Christians' com
mon view:

"The assurance of
such a Millennium was
carefully inculcated by
a succession of fathers
from Justin Martyr and
I r e n a e us , who con
versed with the immedi
ate disciples of the apos
tles, down to Lactan
tius, who was preceptor
to the son of Constan
tine.

"Though it might not
be universally received, !
it [belief in the Millen- ~

nium] appears to have E
been the reigning senti- .2

o
ment of the orthodox e

By Raymond F. McNair

Jesus Christ is about to return to
usher in, on earth, His 1,OOO-year

reign of peace, happiness and
prosperity. What does the Bible say

about that glorious time?

The Coming
Millennium
UTOPIA
AT LAST

W h y is it
so many
profess

ing Christians to
day seem to think
that the reward of
the saints will be to
lie around on clouds
and strum harps for
all eternity?

Few of today 's
more th an one billion
pr ofessing followers
of Jesus understand
the true Gospel.

Most so-called Chris
tians have been deluded
into believing a false
gospel about the person
of Christ , while denying
the actual message He
brought to thi s earth
nearl y 2,000 years ago
(II Cor. I 1:4 , 13-15,
G al. 1:6-9).

If today's Christian
ity really understood
and taught the true
G ospel - and the word
gospe l means " good
new s" - then thi s
world would know that
the Kingdom of God is
soon to be es ta blished,
literally, on thi s earth.

What this Feast
pictures

The Feast of Taber
nacles , or Feast of In
gathering, pictures the
soo n- c o m ing, long
awaited, peaceful rule
of the M essiah upon
thi s earth for a pro sper
ous, jo yful 1,000 years.

Chri st, the early
apost les, Paul and the
early Church kept and
taught all of God's Holy
Days, including this
one. For solid proof
from the Bible, see the
special Bible study enti-
tled " G od's Hol y Days
in the New Testament,"
beginning on page 17.

Edward Gibbon, in
his work, The Decline
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believer s . . . Bu t when the edifice
of th e church [false C hris tiani ty
had now arise n] was almos t com
pleted , th e temporary su pport
[th e beli ef in th e M illennium] was
laid as ide.

"The doctrine of C hrist's [liter
al] reign upon earth was at first
treat ed as a profound allegory, was
con sid ered by degrees as a doubt
ful and useless opinion and was at
le ngth rej ected as the abs u rd
invent ion of heresy and fana ti
cism."

When th e apost les passed from
th e scene, false teach ers arose.
These fa lse teachers denied th e
true G ospel that C hrist and Hi s
saints would literall y reign upon
thi s earth, and turned to th e fabl e
th at C hrist ians, after death, went
to heaven for their reward (Matt.
7 : 15- 23, 24:4-5, II , 24 , Acts
20 :28 -3 1, II Cor. 11:3- 15).

The Feast of T ab ernacles, th e
great fall har vest Festival, was a
pe r fec t typ e of the soo n-co m ing
great harvest of human lives up on
this earth .

God's Kingdom
set up on earth

Jesu s C hrist wi ll return to se t
up G od 's Kin gd om at the last
moment before carnal man , under
S atan ' s sway, fina lly d estroys
himsel f (Matt. 24:21 -22) . If th e
C reato r- R u le r of the univer se
d idn 't intervene, not a sing le
human being would be left alive
on this ea r th .

The book of R evelation shows
us wh at will happen whe n Christ
returns to rule th is world: " A nd I
saw an angel co me down from
heaven , havin g the key of th e bot
tomless pit and a great cha in in
his hand. A nd he laid hold on th e
dragon , th at old se rpe nt, whic h is
th e Devil, a nd Satan , and bound
him a thou sand years, A nd cast
him into th e bottomless pit, and
shut him up, and se t a sea l upon
him, that he sho uld deceive the
nat ions no more, till the th ousand
years [the M illenniu m] shou ld be
fu lfilled" (Rev. 20: 1-3) .

One of C hrist's first acts at Hi s
Second Comi ng will be to bind
Sat an so th at th e devil ca n no lon
ger deceive th e world (Rev. 12:9) .

Then wh at will happen ?
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"And I saw thrones, and they
[the sai nts ] sa t up on th em, and
j u dg me nt was give n un t o
them . . . a nd they li ved a n d
reigned with C hrist a th ousand
yea rs [the M illennium ] . But the
rest of the de ad lived not aga in
until th e thousand years were fin
ished . This is the fir st res u r
rection [the re surrection of th e
sa ints, who will rule with Jesu s
C hrist during th e M ille nn iu m ].
Blessed and holy is he th at hath
part in th e first resu rrect ion: on
suc h the second death hath no
power, but they shall be pri est s of
God and of C hrist , and sha ll reign
[on the ea r th] with him a th ou
sa nd yea rs" (Rev. 20 :4- 6).

Jesus promised th at th e saints
- those wh o allow th em selves to
be ruled by God's law, who over
co me and who endure to th e end
- wou ld be given power ove r the
nat ions (Rev. 2:26-27, 3:2 1) and
th at they would re ign wit h H im
on th e ea rth (Rev . 5: 10, Dan.
7:27, 2:44).

Jesu s will th en be " Lord of
lords, and King of kin gs" (R ev.
17:14). Z echariah pro p hes ied
that "the Lord sh all be king over
all the ea rth: in that day shall
th ere be one Lord, and his name
one" (Zech . 14:9 ) . J esu s' head
quar ters wi ll be in J erusal em
(Jer . 3: 17) , fro m which H e and
H is sa ints will rule the world .

At last - utopia!

God's Kingdom - G od 's Fam-

ily - will rul e th is ea rt h in t rue
peace, prosper ity and happiness.
Let us notice some of the many
scri ptures t hat describe the co m
ing wonderful world to morrow.

With S atan bound - put in an
abyss and rest rained, for 1,000
years , fr om deceiv ing th e nati on s
- wha t will happen ?

" He [S at an] wh o smo te th e
people in wr ath with a co nti nual
st ro ke, he th at ruled th e nations
in anger, is pe rsecuted, a nd non e
hindereth . The who le ea r th is at
rest , and is quiet: they break for th
int o sing ing" (I sa. 14:6- 7). Yes,
the nati ons will br eak fort h into
sing ing wh en Sata n is bound. The
ea r th will finall y know peace 
no more str ife or war.

God will th en open, for the
first t im e, th e minds of all peopl e
to Hi s tru th (Isa. 25 :7) . God wi ll
begin to offer H is H oly Spirit and
sa lvat ion to mankind as a whole.
Man's very nature - his carnal,
se lfish orienta t ion toward ge tting
in st ead o f g ivi ng - wi ll be
c ha nged to God's way of giv ing ,
se rving, sha r ing, of havin g con
ce rn for othe rs equa l to or g reater
th an co ncern for se lf (J er. 3 1:3 1
34) .

A t last , God's law will be writ
te n in the hearts and mi nds of all
mankind, and crime, wa r, sick
ness and vio le nce will van ish .
Man will learn th at obed ience to
God's law pays big d ividends.

Mankind will ac tually begin to
seek God - will want to learn of
and live by God's way:

"And it sha ll co me to pass in
the last days, tha t th e mountain
of the Lord 's ho use sha ll be estab
lish ed in the top of the mo un
ta ins . .. and all nat ions sha ll flow
un to it. And man y peopl e shall go
and say, Come ye, an d let us go
up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the hou se of the G od of Jacob ;
and he will teach us of his ways,
and we will wa lk in his paths: for
out of Zion sha ll go forth th e law
[of G od], and the word of th e
Lord from J erusalem.

"And he shall j udge among the
nat ions, an d shall rebu ke many
peopl e: and t hey shall beat the ir
swords into plows hares, an d t hei r
spears in to prun inghooks: nat ion
sha ll not lift up sword agai nst
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nation , neither sha ll th ey learn
wa r any more" (lsa. 2:2 -4) .

. The prophet Micah adds th is
interesting de tail : " But t hey shall
sit eve ry man u nd er his vine and
under his fig tr ee; and none shall
make th em afrai d : for the mouth

. of the Lord of host s hath spoke n
it" ( Mic. 4 :4) .

T oday peopl e live in co nstan t
fea r of violence and crime fro m
fellow man; nat ions live in d read
of the nu cle ar mu shroom cloud.
But in the wo nde r fu l world
tomorrow, "None shall m ake
them afrai d"!

Man will not only be at peace
with hi s fe llow man, but wit h
nature itsel f. G od will change the
anima ls' nature also:

" T he wol f also sha ll dwell with
th e lamb, and th e leopard sha ll lie
down with th e kid ; and th e ca lf and
th e young lion and th e fatling
together ; and a little child sha ll
lead th em. A nd th e cow and the
bear sha ll feed [togeth er]; the ir
young ones sha ll lie down togeth er :
and th e lion sha ll ea t straw like th e
ox. A nd the suc king child sha ll
play on the hole of the asp, and th e
wea ned chi ld sha ll put his hand on
the cockatrice' den .

" T hey sha ll not hu rt nor destr oy
in all my holy mountain: for the
earth sha ll be full of th e knowledge
of th e Lord, as th e wate rs cove r th e
sea" (lsa. 11:6-9 ) .

W hat a wonde rful, ut opi an age
is abo ut to dawn on th is planet !

A world of abundance

Revolut ions will take place in
ag r ic u lt u re a nd co ns t r uc t ion.
M an will no longer be occ upied
with war and tr ying to harm his
fellowman . Under th e direct ion
of C hrist and th e immo rta l rul ers,
man will be able to devote his
ene rg ies to food product ion and
rebuilding - properly - civili
za t ion. G od will even ch ange the
wea t her and landscapes to pr o
mote man's ph ysical prosperity
(l sa . 30 :23-25) .

Isaiah 35 gives fur the r detail s
about th e Messiah 's reign: "The
wild erness and the solitar y place
sha ll be glad for th em ; and th e
desert sha ll rejoice, and blossom
as the rose. It sha ll blossom abun
dantl y, and rejoice even with joy
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. At last, God's law will
be written in the

hearts and minds of all
mankind, and crime,

war, sickness and
violence will vanish.
Man will learn that

obedience to God's law
pays big dividends.

Mankind will actually
begin to seek God ...

and sing ing .. . Then th e eyes of
th e bl ind sha ll be opened, and th e
ears of th e deaf shall be un
stopped . Then sha ll the lam e man
leap as an hart, and th e tongue of
th e dumb sing: for in the wilde r
ness sha ll wa te rs br eak out, and
st reams in the de sert. A nd the
parched ground sha ll become a
pool, and th e thirst y land springs
of water . .. And an h ig hway
sha ll be th ere, and a way . . . of
holiness" (verses 1-2, 5-8) .

N o more will th ousands st arv e
to deat h dail y, whil e millions of
ot hers su ffe r malnutrition be
cause of lack of food (Amos 9: 13
15) .

What a time o f prosperity!
Man will have abundant reason to
rejoice (Jer. 3 1:12-13 , 30: 19).

During the M illennium, God's
peop le will show the nation s of
this earth how to build and how
to restore, unlike today, w hen so
many are bent on tear ing down
and destroyin g (Isa. 61:4).

Right religion and education

U nder th e training of Christ
and G od 's immortal , spir it-bo rn
children, man will finall y learn
and practi ce God's way - th e
way to eve ry abun dant blessing.
Religion and education will be
in extri cabl y intertwin ed ( Isa .
30:20-21 ).

The immortal sa ints will be
a b le t o s udde n ly appear a nd
re b u ke anyo ne wh o goes th e
wrong way .

True religion will be en forced .
M ankind will begin to keep all
G od 's laws, whi ch will incl ude
observ ing H is Sabbaths and Hol y
Days ( Isa. 66:23-24, Zech. 14:16
19). Individuals who rebel against
C hrist's rul e will be dealt with
swift ly and surely.

Wh en m an begins keeping
G od 's Holy Days, including the
Feast of T abern acles, he will

. learn th at God's festivals reveal
G od 's great master plan.

In addit ion, th ere will be no
more confus ion of tongues - th e
whole earth will be united with
one language (Zeph. 3:9) .

And during the Millennium
Jesus Christ - God Himself 
will dwell on earth, at Jerusalem,
with mankind (I sa. 33: 17-20 , Joel
3:20 -21 ). J erusalem will truly
become th e " C ity of Peace" dur
ing the Millennium.

.T he whole world will rejoice

This earth cannot kno w true,
lasting peace (I sa. 59 :8) until th e
" Pri nce of Peace" (I sa . 9:6-7)
returns to thi s planet and est ab
lishes Hi s world-ruling govern
ment.

We are com manded to rejoice
during our Feast of Tabernacles
celebrations because this great
Feast of Ingathering pictures the
soo n-comi ng Kingdom of God,
whe n C hrist wi ll do j ust th at.

God's Word has much more to
say abo ut wh at G od 's Kingdom
will be like th an we have been
able to cover in this ar ticle. If you
would like to kno w more, please
write for our fre e bookl et , Th e
Wo nderful Wo rld Tomorrow 
What It Will Be Like. Just use
the request card in this issue or
address your request to our office
nearest you.

When G od restores His law
and H is way of life - His di vin e
government - to this war-weary
earth, th en we shall have unprec
edented peace, happiness, abun
dant heal th and wor ldw ide pr os
perity. This wonder fu l wo r ld
tomorrow - the I ,OOO-year rule
of the Kingdom of God - will be
a time of supre me rejoicing for all
nat ions.

Wh a t a wo r ld th a t w i ll
be! 0
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At 77 sites in 44 countries, God's people - some
in out-of-the-way corners of the world, many facing

severe trials - wNlcelebrate this feast together.
, ",;,,,'" , . ". " \

By Rod Matthews

Did you know that some
bre t h ren in G od ' s

Church don 't see any
other members for months at
a time - perhaps even for an
entire year? .

When these brethren th ink of
th e Feast of Tabern acles, th ey
fee l a swe ll of excite me nt. They
start co nte mplati ng ai rline t ick 
ets, passports, hote l reservati ons - and th eir
Bibles - a checklist of item s relat ed to th e time
tha t is, for them, th e most wonderful of th e year.

Th e exc ite me nt of see ing Pastor General Herbert

14

W. Armstrong on film, of glimps
ing th e spec tac ular A mbassado r
College cam puses behind th e
Youn g Ambassadors as they sing
and dance on film, of fellows hip
ping with brethren they haven't
see n for a year, of listening to th e
stirring sermons that ha ve far
greater impact live than on tape 
ca n we who are fortunate enoug h
to live near ot her members. in
larger churc h areas. appreciat e th e

Feas t of Tabernacles as our sca ttered brethren appre
ciate it ?

In 1982 God has placed Hi s name at 77 Feast sites
in 44 countries - at Cape M el.ear in M alawi, T ar-
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tane in Martinique, Krokklieva in Norway, Rotorua
in New Zealand, Lago Rapel in Chile, Port Dickson
in Malaysia. More than 100,000 people will praise
God for His calling and try to grasp a st ronger vision
of the world tomorrow.

For most of us it will be the shortest week of the
year, but especially for those who have faced hard
ships to get away from home and who have endured
arduous journeys to their sites.

An arduous journey

Consider, for instance, this experience:
A week before the Da y of Atonement, the brethren

in southern Burma will set out for the Feast site at Kya
In, on the nation's western border. There they will
meet with brethren from the western Chin Hills dis
trict - in all the combined groups will number about
55 members - to keep an exciting eight-day Festival.
But it 's no easy journey.

Elder Saw Lay Beh and the members from the
southern Irrawaddy River delta area will , on Sept.
20 , depart from Sa Khan Gyi village on a motorboat,
bound for the town of Myaung Mya. There they
must board a government motor launch that travels,
by way of the tributaries , to Rangoon, the capital.
This journey alone takes an afternoon and a night 
on a boat without cabins, where passengers recline
on the deck - and they arrive in Rangoon early the
next day.

At sunset Sept. 22, the brethren will catch a
train in Rangoon for the provincial city of Man
dalay, arriving there the next morning. From Man
dalay, it 's a day's bus trip west to Monywa, then
another ride on a government motor launch, this
one traveling against raging currents up the Chind
win River. The ship is always overcrowded and the
trip from Monywa to the town of Kalewa takes
three days ("provided the ship does not run

aground ," according to Saw Lay Beh) . At Kalewa
another bu s will carry the group southwest 30
miles to Kalemyo. From there it is nine miles to
Kya In .
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They hope to make it before the Day of Atone
ment. In 1979, when traveling to the same site, the
brethren were forced , because of sudden flooding , to
use a rowboat for part of the last leg of the jour-
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Costa R ica and Pan ama had to drive throu gh EI
Salvador an d Nicaragu a . As soo n as the ca rs entered
Salvadorian territory they we re sto pped by so ldiers
so th at the vehicles with Costa R ican license plates
co u ld be searc hed - arms shi pments had been
sm uggled into EI Salvado r from Costa Ri ca.

The so ld ie rs mi st ook one of the Pan ama nian
members, a dark-skin ned man , for a Cuban guer
rill a . The so ldiers immediat el y released th e safety
clips on their rifles and took aim ! The man , just
baptized at the Feast, th ou ght hi s life was over,
bu t a few hours lat er he and the re st of the gro u p
we re permitted to continue th eir trip home. God
was with them.

Travel in man y are as involves some exposure to
danger, even if only in having to use certain road s in
co u nt r ies where insurgent forces are operat ing.
Roadblocks and person al searc hes can become a
matter of course , and ye t must be tolerated in orde r
to reach th e place se t as ide to observe the time of
peace, prosperity and rejoici ng to come.

In other places brethren mi ght ex pe r ience outages
of elec trici ty, crackling pho ne lines that don 't pe rmit
Mr. A rms tro ng's H oly Day messages to be heard
we ll, end less traffic jams or even an unrel iabl e
sup ply of goo d food . Bu t wherever the Spirit of G od
is found, a good-humored pati ence replaces carnal
frus t rat ions and the local people are inevitably
im pressed with this " differe nt" group.

A worldwide family

This year peopl e of like mi nd , wit h the same
purpose , will praise G od in Eng lish, French, Span
ish , G erman , Dutch , It ali an , Ton gan and Bu rmese
and possibl y in numerous othe r languages. W e are
all part of a truly worldwide W ork - an internation
a l body in the process of being "fitly fr amed
together" ( Eph . 2:2 1-22) .

Don 't forge t, as you gathe r with
th e brethren at your Feast si te on
th at firs t eve ning, th at your breth
re n in India, Haiti , A ustra lia, Mal
ta , Ken ya, Canada, Czechos lo
vakia, Fiji, Sout h Africa, th e Phil
ippines and ot her places will also
have met a little be for e you, if th e
Sabba th reached them earl ier , or
will do so soon afterward.

Regardless of race or lan gu age
or country, if you could " drop in"
at th e Feast at any of th e othe r sites
th an th e one you are attend ing

thi s year, you' d feel rig ht at home. 0

ney. T hey had to wade throu gh thi gh-deep water,
with luggage held ove rhead, under a ho t sun, on the
Day of A to nement to reach Kya In , becau se there
was no place to rest on th e way.

The other main group of brethren in Burma live in
the western Chin H ills d istr ict. During th is t ime
they also will be traveli ng to Kya In .

For two to three days, th ey must cl imb and
descend high mountains on foo t to re ach the town
of H ak a . On a crowded bus th ey will co me down
from H ak a to Kalemyo a nd fina lly to Kya In . That
wi ll tak e a nother tw o d ays. Since it's the rain y
season in Burma, the road will be slippe ry a nd
dan ger ou s.

The main ro ad passes throu gh paddy farms
aro und th e Feast site in Kya In . A t th e northern end
of th e site is a brook , crossed by a small bridge. A
mil e to the west stand th e lower edges of th e C hi n
H ills . It is a beautiful and peaceful locale .

The Feast is the only time during the year th at th e
brethren fro m all over Burma ca n be togeth er. They
will rejoic e in the fellowship an d th e meals - r ice,
so up, curry, vegetables and Bu rmese te a .

Feast-keeping trials

And fo r exp enses ? G od says in Deuteron om y
14:26 , in referen ce to second ti the, "And th ou
sha lt best ow that mon ey for wha tsoever t hy so ul
Iust eth after [desires], for oxen, or for sheep, or for
wine, or for st ro ng drink, or for whatsoever thy
so u l desireth : and th ou shalt ea t there be fore th e
Lord thy G od , a nd th ou sha lt rejoice, th ou , and
thine hou sehold ."

It cost s about 400 kyats ($60) to t ravel from th e
delta region to Kya In . Th is amo unt exceed s th e
second tithe the members can save from their mea
ge r sa laries, which in Burma average less than $400
per year. Fe stival assist an ce from th e brethren over 
seas cover s the expenses of th ose ,--- - "......,-"......,-- - - - - - - - - ---,
traveling and th e needs at th e
si te.

But it's all worth it , becau se
th er e is nothing else like G od 's
Feast of T abernacl es.

The t ri p back can be harder
st ill. In 1981 members
t h ro ug ho u t Ce n t ra l
A merica ke pt the
Feas t in Gu at e
m a la. W ar an d
gue rri lla ac t ivity is a
pr obl em throughout
th e region , and traveling
to th e Feas t can be dangerou s.

On the trip home last yea r, member s from
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SPECIAL BIBLE STUDY

God's Holy Days
in the New Testament

What do you mean, "New Testament
Holy Days"? Weren't the "Holy
Days" Old Testament, Jewish
observances, done away with
at the cross? Here is a com
prehensive look at the
practices of Christ, the
apostles and the early
Church.

By [:eroy Neff

Since that day I have learned a
lot from the Bible - things I did
not dream it contained.

After finding out that Mr.
Armstrong and the Church of
God observed these "Old Testa
ment" days, I began looking them
up in my own Bible. What a sur
prise, especially in the New Tes
tament I thought I knew so
well!

In my research I also found
that most Jews don't keep these
feasts, and that those who do
don't keep them in the same man
ner, and in some cases not even
on the same day, that the New
Testament Church of God did.

As I began my research, I
found that I could not find the
word Christmas in the Bible,

me. I had read the Bible ever
since I started reading, and yet
these terms were "Greek" to
me.

I had heard about Pentecost
and knew it was important. How
ever, I did not know whether Pen
tecost was a day or an event. I
didn't know if it happened only
once or many times.

In my thinking, not only were
these names strange sounding,
but they belonged to ancient his
tory. I believed that these days
were unchristian . I had been
taught that they were "nailed to
the cross" and that we would be
under a curse - under a "yoke of
bondage" - if we observed them.
They were Jewish feasts and not
for Christians.

I well remember the
first time I heard

a..-_..." H erber t W. Arm
strong speak.

It was August, 1951. My
wife and I were attending our
first services of the Church of
God in a small house used for
local church services in Port
land, Ore.

In his sermon, Mr. Armstrong
referred a number of times to var
ious feast days such as the Pass
over, the Days of Unleavened
Bread, Pentecost, Trumpets,
Atonement and the Feast of Tab
ernacles.

Except for one of these, the
names all sounded strange to

The GOOD NEWS September 1982 17



either in Old or New Testament.
Neither could I find New Year's
(Jan. I), Valentine's Day, May
Day, Halloween or April Fool's
Day.

I did find Easter (Acts 12:4 in
the King James Version), but in
the other versions it was called
Passover instead. In checking
further 1 learned that the King
James translators in 1611 used
the wrong word entirely, as the
Greek manuscripts from which
they translated read Pasch a,
which, literally translated, is
Passover.

Since these holidays were not
mentioned, what days were? I
found that the New Testament, in
many places, mentioned the days
to which Mr. Armstrong had
referred in his sermon.

1 want now to take you through
the same scriptures that I "dis
covered" in my study more than
30 years ago. You, too , will prob
ably be as surprised as 1 was with
at least some, if not all, of these
texts and what they say.

What feasts did Christ
observe?

It is logical to begin at the
beginning, so 1 first carefully
checked to see what days Christ
observed . There was no record
that He ever observed any of the
well-known holidays 1 just men
tioned.

What did He observe, then? I
found that when Jesus was 12
years old His parents took Him to
Jerusalem to observe the Pass
over: "Now his parents went to
Jerusalem every year at the feast
of the passover. And when he was
twelve years old, they went up to
Jerusalem after the custom of the
feast" (Luke 2:41-42).

Notice here that His parents
traveled to this Feast annually;
therefore, Jesus had been to this
Feast several times before. He
continued this practice with His
parents as He was subject to His
parents (verse 51).

And not only did they stay for
the Passover day alone, but "ful
filled the days" (verse 43) - the
seven Days of Unleavened Bread

associated with the Passover (see
Leviticus 23 :4-6).

Why did His parents do this?
Because they were devout Jews
who "performed all things ac
cording to the law of the Lord
[God's law]" (Luke 2:39). Most
Jews of that time were really not
devout in their religious worship,

but the par
ents God
the Father
chose to rear His own Son were.

About 18 years later, when
Jesus was about 30 years old, we
find that He was still continuing
His parents' practice as pre
scribed in the law of the
Lord.

Notice John 2:13: "And the
Jews' passover was at hand, and
Jesus went up to Jerusalem."
Some people wonder why this is
called the "Jews' passover" when
it is one of the feasts of God (Lev.
23:2). Two possible reasons exist:
1) Only Jews observed these days
(gentiles did not), and 2) the
Jews had made some changes
regarding Feast observance since
it was given to Israel in the time
of Moses.

Here we see that Christ, now
in His adult life and during His
3 1/2-year ministry, was going to
Jerusalem to observe the Feast.
In addition to the Passover day,
He also continued on during the
"feast day" (Feast of Unleavened
Bread, verse 23) .

Some people from Galilee who
also traveled to Jerusalem for this
Feast received Jesus after He

returned home (John 4:45). They
had seen what He did at the
Feast, which probably includes all
the events from chapter 2: 13 to
3:21.

John 5: 1 mentions another
Feast. It probably was one of the
fall festivals, and Jesus again
went up to Jerusalem. Based on

the record
..........~ of John, it
,. would seem

apparent this was not the spring or
Passover Feast. Events in the next
chapter, which occurred later,
mention that the Passover was near
(John 6:4).

Quite some time later (possibly
two or three years), Jesus again
prepared to go up to the Feast.
This time there were threats
against His life so He stayed in
Galilee as long as possible. This
Feast was the great Feast of Tab
ernacles: "After these things
Jesus walked in Galilee: for he
would not walk in Jewry, because
the Jews sought to kill him. Now
the Jews' feast of tabernacles was
at hand" (John 7:1-2) .

Even though there were threats
of violence against His life, Jesus
still went to the Feast. He taught
in the Temple during the Feast
(verse 14) and at the end of the
Feast, the last or eighth day
(verse 37) .

At this Feast He explained
the spiritual significance and
meaning of these days, and in
particular the Last Great Day
(verses 37-38).

Later, as the time of His cru-
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Hol y Days: 1) Devout Jews who
wors hiped th e Creator God did ,
and He was a devout Jew. 2) The
law commanded th at the Hol y
D ays be observed . Sin is the
transgression of the law (I John
3:4) , and Christ did not sin
(I Pet. 2:22). 3) He was th e One
who gave the Holy Da ys to Isr ael
(Lev. 23) . He was the YHWH, or
God of Israel (I Cor. 10:4), made
flesh. H e was the W ord who was
God, who became fle sh (J ohn
1:1-4, 14) . He was onl y doing
what He Himself told Israel to do
centuries earlier.

What now ? W as there to be a
change? Were Christ's followers
to h ave a new religion and
observe different days than He
did ?

Let's pick up th is fascinating
story in M atthew 28. A f te r
Christ 's crucifixion and burial He
was resurrected exactly three
da ys and three nights later, as He
sa id He would be .

During the next 40 da ys He
was seen by the disciples under
varying circumstances . At the
end of that time He gave Hi s final
instructions to the disciples at the
M ount of Oli ves a n d then
ascended to heaven in a cloud.

Here are those instructions:
"And Jesus came and spake unto
th em, saying, All power is given
unto me in heaven and in earth .
Go ye therefore, and teach all
nation s, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of th e
Son, and of the Holy Ghost [Spir
it]: Teaching th em to observe all
th ings whatsoever I have com
manded you: and , 10, I am with
you alway, even unto the end of
the world . Amen" (verses 18
20) .

Verse 19 is well-known and
frequently quoted , but I would
like to emphasize verse 20 . He
said that they should teach "all
nations" (Jews and gentiles alike)
to observe the things He had
commanded them.

There is no direct command
by J esu s in the New T estament
to observe these days; however,
He did command them personal
ly to all Israel. And, by example,

The gospel s and even some of
Paul's writing s, as we will see lat
er , give th e events of th at evening
in great detail. For our study, the
important point to note is th at He
st ill observed this day according
to the "law of the Lord. " It is
interesting to note that H e also
obse rved it 24 hours before the
J ews did.

On the daylight part of th at
day H e was crucified and died for
our sins . Now notice: Everything
th at was "nailed to the cross" was
nailed r ight then and there .
Whatever the cross ended, was
ended .

Holy Days "nailed
to the cross"?

What no w ? Were the law s
cha nged or done away with, as so
m an y believe ? Were people
" saved " before this time by obe
di ence to t h e law and now,
becau se of what was nailed to the
cross, would people be saved by
d isobeying th at same law ? We
will see.

So far we have seen that Jesus
kept the Passover , the Days of

Unleaven ed
........i • ••~ Bread, the
IJII Feast of
T ab ernacles and the Last Great
Day. Even though the Feast of
Pentecost , Trumpets and Atone
ment are not mentioned by name,
it is obvio us th at He observed
th em , too . They were all included
in th e seve n annua l Holy Days.

H ere ar e three reasons why
J esus observed all seven annual

ci fixion drew near , He agai n pre
pared to go to Jerusalem. M an y
of th e peopl e speculated as to
whethe r H e would come (John
II :55-56 ) , as they apparentl y
kn ew of the threat s aga ins t
Him.

Jesus kne w in detail what
would happen to Him thi s time at
J erusalem, and plainl y told Hi s
d iscipl es o n the way ( Matt.
20: 17- 19) . Kn owing all th is, He
still went to obse rve th e com
manded Passover!

Christ's last Passover

A ll the gospels record this last
Passover in great detail, and it
would be unnecessary and repeti
t ious to qu ot e all four acc ounts.
But we should see certain points
regarding th is cl im ax to Christ's
ministry and to H is physical life .

In J ohn 12 we find th at J esu s
ca me to Beth an y six days before
th e Passover. S ince Lazarus had
been brought back to life (ve rse
1) , the chief priests wan ted to
kill Lazarus too (verses 10-11).
If they could kill Lazarus, they
could discredit Jesu s C hr ist and

In other words, we ought to live the way
Christ lived. He set us the perfect example.

From these . . . scriptures, it ought to be
plain that since He observed the Holy Days,
the New Testament Church ought to also.

Hi s "mira
cles" in or
der th at th e
p e ople would no longer
follow Christ.

Luke tells us how much J esus
wanted to observe th is final Pass
ove r wit h Hi s d isc iples: "And he
said unto them, W ith desire I
have desired to eat th is passover
with you befor e I suffer" ( Luke
22: 15) .
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is also considered to have been
Greek. The book was for Jew and
Greek Christians alike.

If the gentile Christians did
not know about the Holy Days it
would have been useless for Luke
to even mention that this event
occurred during this Feast. The
truth, as we shall see more clearly
as more scriptures are reviewed,
is that gentiles and Jews alike
were keeping these days.

In this passage in Acts 12, not
only are the Days of Unleavened
Bread mentioned, but also the
Passover. It is mentioned in verse
4, except that the King James
Version incorrectly translates the
word Pascha as "Easter" at this
point. The New Testament Chris
tians were familiar with the Pass
over.

Paul, the apostle to the gen
tiles, said, "I must by all means
keep this feast that cometh in
Jerusalem " (Acts 18 :21) . It
would appear that this Feast was
probably the Feast of Taber
nacles . The people he was
addressing in this text were prob
ably mostly gentile Christians

(verse 6).

......IIi• • • ~~ Here is the
,. first of sev-
eral examples in which we find
this apostle keeping the feasts of
God.

This same apostle and his asso
ciates sailed away from Philippi,
in Greece, right after the Days of
Unleavened Bread (Acts 20 :6).
Obviously they had observed the
days before their departure. The

Did the Church follow Christ?

The opening statements in
Acts make it clear. The Church
did follow Christ's example.

In chapter 2, verse 1, we find
the Church observing a Holy Day
- Pentecost! It was still a Holy
Day. If such days had been nailed
to the cross, it would not have
been Pentecost any longer, but
just another weekday of work.

If the Church of God had not
been together on this high Holy
Day, they would not have
received the gift of God's Holy
Spirit. They would not have been
together and of one accord.

About 13 or 14 years later,
during the Days of Unleavened
Bread, Herod the king killed the
apostle James (Acts 12: 1-2) .
Notice: The Days of Unleavened
Bread still existed. The reason
they are mentioned here is so that

the Church really did follow
Christ in observing these days.
The facts are comforting and con
sistent for those who really want
to learn God's ways and observe
them.

Imagine ... a gentile, ···•.'Yriting to another
,J'> . . ,

gentile, 30 years after the cross and using a
"Jewish'tHolyDay-to-deseribe the time of

year! ... early Christians, Jew .and gentile ...
knew about' a.ndRe tGod~.s Holy Days.

the reader
will know
the time of
year this murder of one of God's
apostles took place.

The author of this book was
Luke, who is commonly and
probably correctly believed to
have been a gentile. He wrote
specifically for his "patron," The
ophilus (Acts 1: I), and by exten
sion to all Christians. Theophilus

which He had now set, it should
have been clear. But there is
even more, as we will see short
ly.

Notice again that word ob
serve. Some people think that all
we have to do is have "love" (as
they interpret the word love) .
When we really understand what
love is, as the Bible explains it,
that may well be so . But that kind
of love includes obedience to
God's commandments (I John
5:3, 2:3-6).

It should be apparent that the
word observe in this context
means a lot more than just having
"love in your heart"! How do you
observe love? Observe certainly
includes what Christ observed.
The Greek word from which this
is translated literally means "to
watch" or " to keep." It is trans
lated 57 times as "keep" (includ
ing John 9: 16). Certainly observe
includes observing the days He
observed.

Let's go one step further. I
John 2:6 says we should walk as
He walked. Or, in modern
English, this means to live like
He lived as far as religious mat
ters are concerned. Peter tells us
the same thing in different
words:

"For even hereunto were ye
called: because Christ also suf
fered for us, leaving us an exam
ple, that ye should follow his
steps" (I Pet. 2:21).

In other words, we ought to
live the way Christ lived. He set
us the perfect example. From
these two scriptures, it ought to
be plain that since He observed
the Holy Days, the New Testa
ment Church ought to also.

Paul also made a similar state
ment : "Be ye followers of me,
even as I also am of Christ"
(I Cor. 11:1).

If Paul did not follow Christ,
we should not follow him. If the
New Testament Church did not
follow Christ, we should not fol
low it. If the gentile Christians
did not follow Christ, we should
not follow them. This should be
plain from these scriptures.

We now need to see whether



A .D . 55, he sent the letter com
monly known as I Corinthians.
This church was composed of
both gentile and Jewish Chris
tians - probably mostly gentile.
The church had serious problems,
which Paul addressed in this let
ter.

One problem concerned immo
rality on the part of one man. The
rest of the church knew about and
condoned the man's sin.

Chapter 5 addresses the prob
lem . The man was "disfellow
shipped" and the church strongly
admonished because of their
wrong attitude. Three verses spe
cifically tell them what they
should do about this spiritual
"leaven" : "Your glorying is not
good . Know ye not that a little
leaven leaveneth the whole lump?
Purge out therefore the old leav
en, that ye may be a new lump, as
ye are unleavened . For even
Christ our passover is sacrificed
for us: Therefore let us keep the
feast , not with old leaven, neither
with the leaven of malice and
wickedness; but with the unleav
ened bread of sincerity and truth"
(I Cor. 5:6-8).

Leaven is a type of sin . If put
into a lump of dough, leaven will,
in time, permeate the whole
lump. Sin, if left alone, would, in
like manner, permeate the whole
Church.

The seven Days of Unleavened
Bread are a time when all leav
ened products are to be removed.
This physical removal reminds
one of the spiritual implications
and workings of sin.

Not only does leaven permeate
the whole lump, but it puffs up
the dough so that the bread will
be larger and lighter in texture.
This compares to sin puffing up
the individual or the affected
group of people.

In this last quoted passage,
note that the Church is told to
purge out this leaven (sin) "as ye
are unleavened" (verse 7) . He
was not saying they were unleav
ened spiritually, as the whole pas
sage indicates the exact oppo
site. How, then, were they "un-

(Continued on page 36)

holy to God (Lev. 23:2-3) . But
there are even more references in
Acts.

Two more Holy Days in Acts

Notice Acts 13:14: "But when
they departed from Perga, they
came to Antioch in Pisidia, and
went into the synagogue on the

sabbath day,
4••!!I!!i•••• ~ and sat
,. down." The

words "sabbath day" in this pas
sage are different from many
other places in the Greek text. A
literal translation in English
would be "day of sabbaths." The
word for Sabbath is plural, not
singular. This term is used only
three times in the Bible - here,
Luke 4: 16 and Acts 16: 13.

This day could possibly be a
double high-day Sabbath, when a
weekly and annual Sabbath occur
together. More likely the phrase
refers to Pentecost, since Pente
cost comes at the end of seven
Sabbaths.

At any rate, Paul and his
friends observed the day, as they
did some time later (Acts
16:13).

All these texts in Acts should
make it clear that the early Chris
tians, Jew and gentile alike, knew
about and kept God's Holy
Days.

Did Paul instruct gentiles
about God's feasts?

Paul raised up the church at
Corinth, as we read in Acts 18.
Some years later, possibly about

Days of Unleavened Bread still
existed, now about a quarter cen
tury after everything was nailed
to the cross.

Later in this same chapter we
learn that Paul hurried so that he
might be able to be in Jerusalem
a few weeks later for Pentecost
(verse 16).

Paul next commands, "Therefore let us keep
the feast" ... This is a command to the

Church, Jew and gentile alike. If it had been
nailed to the cross 34 years earlier ... Paul

would not have penned these words.
/

The next
place where
we read of
a Holy Day is in Acts 27:9: "Now
when much time was spent, and
when sailing was now dangerous,
because the fast was now already
past, Paul admonished them."

This fast day is understood by
nearly all biblical scholars to be
the Day of Atonement - you can
check this point in almost any
Bible commentary. The Day of
Atonement occurs in the fall of
the year, at which time sailing
was hazardous in the Mediterra
nean Sea.

Again, imagine, if you can, a
gentile, writing to another gen
tile, 30 years after the cross and
using a "Jewish" Holy Day to
describe the time of year! It
wasn't strange to Theophilus, but
it would be strange to many
people today who think they fol
low Christ, but who do not follow
Him and His example concerning
God's Holy Days.

We have seen seven different
references to the Holy Days in
the book of Acts alone. Of course,
there are other references to the
weekly Sabbath , which they also
observed, and which is also a day
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Make This Feast a Family-

As husband and wife, resolve to make this Feast
a turning point - for the better!
in your marriage.

By keeping the Feast of Tabernacles we celebrate God's
Kingdom in advance. And the joy of God's Kingdom
should be present, in type, in our physical families
today. In this special section you will learn vital
keys to building family ha rmony for this Feast.

Fine Tune~ur
Marriage NOW

By Richard Rice

St o p and think: The
Feast of Tabernacles
pictures God 's King

dom.
And God's Kingdom is

God's Family - God 's chil 
dren ruling , under Jesus
Christ, over this world - and
eventua ll y the universe 
teaching and a d m in is t e r in g
God 's government and laws .

God Himself is a Fam ily, as
Pastor General Herbert W. Arm
st rong has explained . Truly call ed
and converted Christians are to
be born into the Family of God at
the return of Jesus Christ (I John
3:2,1 Cor. 15:51-53) .

When Jesus Christ returns to
restore God's government to this
earth , He is going to marry God 's
Church - and the Church mu st
be clean , pure, spotless, ready to
unite with Christ in the perfect
marriage (Rev. 19:7-9).

Now consider this: Can we,
who are to wed Christ , allow con
flicts , frustrations, selfish motiva-

22

tions to dominate our physical
marriages now?

No! Now is the time to get our
marriages "back on the track" 
make them pleasing to God, pre
paring our physical families for
life in God's spiritual Family.

The Feast of Tabernacles sym
bolizes the kind of marriage rela
tionship that should exist in every
home in God's Church. It pic
tures the peace, harmony and
close love that Jesus Christ and
His Bride will share.

Determine now to make this
coming Feast a turning point in
your marriage relationship. Make
this your happiest Feast ever.

Where to start

Even though the Feast is only
weeks away, you still have time to
embark on a program to set your
marriage in order. Plan for a
Feast that will bring you as hus
band and wife closer together.

Study and apply the admoni
tions in Ephesians 5:21 -28. Begin
to iron out the wrinkles in your
marriage - fine tune your mar-

riage, so to speak - committing
your plans to God in prayer.

Ask God to help you appre
ciate, in a new way, the partner
He has given you - to reawaken
the love you and your husband or
wife had for each other when you
married. Reminisce on your
courting days, honeymoon and
first few months of marriage .
Seek to rekindle the excitement
you had for each other then .

Talk out differences or irrita
tions. Pinpoint the areas that have
caused the most trouble and that
will likely rise again. Listen care
fully while your mate is speaking
in order to understand his or her
point of view , including the sore
spots.

Determine to change. Ask G od
to help you through the power of
His Holy Spirit (Rom. 5:5 , Eph .
3:16, 20) . As you start drawing
closer as a couple, resolve to con
tinue to do so throughout the
Feast season .

Bring your children into the pic 
ture - get them involved in your
plans. Engage in formal as well as
informal family discussions.

You can have special Bible
studies on the purpose and mean
ing of the Feast of Tabernacles,
explaining to your children wh y
we travel to another place, why
we stay in temporary accom mo
dations.

Your whole family can pray for
the success and safety of not only
your own Feast, but also for the
protection and benefit of other
brethren around the world. Ask
God to help each of you to be
kind, cooperative and giving,
thereby helping others to have an
enjoyable Feast, also .

Build anticipation

As the Feast draws closer,
spend some time each day talking
about it, building up the excite
ment and anticipation. Discuss
your family's Feast goals and how
to achieve them. Start planning
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A
wha t you ca n do to make
this Feast special for each
fa m ily member. Stri ve to
acco mmodate, in bal an ce
a nd w isdom, everyone's
wishes and desi res wherever
possi ble . Each person m ust
keep in mind the needs of
each ot her person in the
fami ly.

You may wa nt to give
some second t ithe to your
child ren ahead of t ime so
that they may bu y special
gifts fo r th emsel ves and
ot hers. Plan a fami ly shop
ping trip someti me befor e or
dur ing the Festival per iod.

Do some research on the
a rea w he re yo u wi ll be
attend ing the Feast an d find
out what it offe rs in th e way
of ed ucatio na l and recre
at iona l opportunit ies. Obtain
map s and ant icipate what
you' ll see en rou te as well.

Let nothing spoil your Feast

During the Feast we may have
to sac rifice some of the creature
co mforts we are accus tomed to at
home . Fami ly m embers wi l l
spe nd about two weeks or more in
close pr oximity, tr avel ing in the
ca r and sha ring a room or a small
a pa r t me n t. In s uc h circum
stances, ir ri tations can eas ily
develop . T empers ca n flare.

Bu t try to avoid fami ly arg u
ments th at ru in th e Festival for
everyone - and tha t mar the pic
tu re we are tr yin g to pa int. S trive
to maintain a spi ri t of coo peration
an d teamwor k.

The father , as head of th e fam
ily, should tak e th e lead and set
th e example. H e should be th e
one to exemplify kindness and
co nsi derat ion. If he does, his wife
an d chi ldren will be inspi red to
fo llow in h is footste ps . Each
father sho uld think ahead about
how to make th e Feast most
enjoyable and pr ofit abl e for his
wife and family.
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If you are th e fa the r, consid er
th is: Your wife has had a busy,
t ir ing year, especially if she has
small children , and needs a break
j ust as much as you do. There
fore , make th e Feast special for
your helpmat e, partner and the
mother of your children. Plan to
help her with th e details of pr e
paring for services . Entertain the
chi ld ren w hile she is gett ing
read y. Look for ways you can
lighten her responsibili ti es.

In everything you do, work at
being kind, courteous and always
encou ra ging, following Christ's
exam ple in H is relationshi p wit h
the Church ( Eph. 5:25) .

Older chi ld ren can be ass igned
responsibilities such as helping
with the di sh es, making bed s or
pr ep aring br eakfast. This not only
helps ease M other ' s load , but
teach es teamwork.

Parents should set th e exam ple
for th eir chi ld re n in helping and
serving one anothe r, pr act icing
t he give way ra the r th an th e ge t
way . Point out how mu ch mor e
pleasant it is for everyo ne wh en

we have love and peace 10 our
homes.

Concentrate on the Feast's
spiritual aspect

W ith th e exciteme nt and bu si
ness of preparing for th e Feast , it
is easy to allow ph ysical ac tivi ties
to interfere with your spir itua l
life. Don 't let this happen - keep
G od at the center of your plan s.

M aintain a schedule of dail y
prayer and Bibl e study . Remem
ber , God has co m mande d your
pr esence at th e Feast that you
may learn to rejoice and to fea r
Hi m (Deut. 14:23- 26). Be sure to
put Him first.

Bear in m ind th at th e Feast
symbolizes the wonderfu l world
tomorrow, wh en peace and love
will reign throu gh out the earth.

Your marriage and family life c

should typify the spir it and at mo- §
sphere of that g lo r io us t ime . (5

Make it your goal as a fa mi ly - ~
hu sb and, wife and child re n - to E
picture G od 's soo n-co mi ng King- jl
dom in th e way you observe th is ~
com ing Feast season. 0 ~
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How about it? Will yo u keep
the Feast in a way th at will allow
not only yo u and your spouse to
rejoice, but also you r chi ldren?
You sho u ld, for t he co m mand
tha t yo ur children rejoice is just
as st ro ng and pointed as th e co m
mand t hat you rejoice.

Probabl y mos t parents in
G od ' s C h u rc h s ince re ly want
th eir child re n to enj oy the Feast.
They kn ow th at their chi ld re n
are se t apa rt by G od as holy
( I Cor. 7:14) . They reali ze th at
thi s means their children can
ha ve a better ch ance of bein g in
G od 's C hu rc h wh en they mature
than th e average young person in
th e world . They can hav e a bet
ter cha nce, th at is, if their par
ents mak e good use of training
opportunities (like the Feas t of
T ab ernacl es) while the child ren
are yo ung .

But how does one go about
teaching his child to rejoice at
the Feast?

of a ch ild. Whether a n ad u lt
rejoices depends lar gely upon him
se lf. He det ermines whe the r he
saves his seco nd tithe, how he
spe nds it and how he keeps the
Feast.

Bu t the same is not true for
child re n. Thei r abi lity to rej oice
a t the F east of T abern acl es
d epends upon th e ir parents .
What yo u do decides whet her
yo ur children will rejoice . Read
that ag ain: What you do at the
Fe ast decides wh ether yo ur chil
dren will rejoice or not.

By Bernie Schnippert

Whether your children are able to really rejoice at
this Feast of Tabernacles depends on you!

Set the example

The place to sta rt is with your-

Ho~XT ~our Children ~~~~ .~~~~~et: t~:~ ~~~I;,~~ It ~ ~ ~ rrurruc us - somet imes too
c lo se ly ! Th erefor e , we
sho uld se t a good exampl e.
W e shou ld keep th e Feas t
pr operl y ourselves .

The place to sta rt is by
st r ic t ly se tt ing as ide our
second tithe throughout th e
year. If we don 't save our
second tithe properly, we
will not have it to spend at
th e Fea st a nd th erefore
cannot rejoice as full y as

we might othe rwise.
If we don 't rejoice, it's a cinc h

that our children will not eithe r.
By not sav ing our seco nd t ithe
properl y we are , in effect , rob
bing our chi ld re n of happiness.
Cer tai n ly we have no right to do
such a thing.

A lso, we sho uld m ake su re
that we thorou ghly underst and
the meaning and purpose of the
Feast of T ab ernacles. And while
at the Feast, we should make a
point of attend ing all serv ices,

. obeying a ll rules and being coop-

Ma k e no mi st ake :
God's Feast of T ab
ernacles is just as

im portant for your children
as for yo u rse l f or yo u r
spouse.

G od , in fact , co m manded
tha t you r c h ild ren e njoy the
Feast - that they rej oi ce just as
you will rejoice ( Deu t. 16: 14) .

But a n im portan t d iffe ren ce
exists between th e rejoicing of an
ad ult at th e Feast and the rejoicing

Can Rejoice
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erative in a Christian and godly
manner. Our children will
mimic our obedience and reap
the joy that obedience to God's
law brings.

Help children understand

Having resolved to set a good
example ourselves, our next step
in helping our children rejoice at
the Feast should be to teach them
about the Feast. Certainly, this
should include some formal
"ch ild- in- t he-Ia p" ins truction
where we explain the academic
meaning behind the Feast and the
things we do. But the most mean
ingful teaching for our children
goes even beyond this.

Children learn by doing. That's
why God commands us, though
we are physical adults, to attend
the Feast of Tabernacles our
selves. We are God's children,
and we learn what the Millen
nium will be like by acting it
out.

In the same way, we should
help our children act out the
Feast and teach them why we are
doing what we are doing as we are
doing it.

Notice Deuteronomy II: 18-19 .
God commanded: "Therefore
shall ye lay up these my words in
your heart and in your soul, and
bind them for a sign upon your
hand, that they may be as front
lets between your eyes. And ye
shall teach them your children,
speaking of them when thou sit
test in thine house, and when
thou walkest by the way, when
thou liest down, and when thou
risest up."

Notice that in these scriptures
God does not say the teaching
should be solely a classroom expe
rience. No, He wants you to teach
your children why you are obey
ing God and how to obey God as
you yourself do.

Applying this to the Feast of
Tabernacles is simple. As you
save your second tithe through
out the year, explain to your
children what you are doing and
why. As you pack for the Feast,
give them lessons about being
prepared. As you travel to the
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Feast, explain why you leave
your home for a week and a half
each year to meet in the place
God chooses.

When you get to the Feast and
pull up to the motel or into the
campground, explain the meaning
of temporary dwellings. As you
go to the services, help your chil
dren understand what God's min
isters are teaching and what all
the speakers are saying.

Carry your teaching over to
your leisure-time activities, also.
If you eat in a nice restaurant,
explain how you 'have received
this blessing for obeying God and
His ways. Tell them that in the
world tomorrow all people will be
as blessed as you are.

If you go for a walk in the
park, explain how the animals in
the world tomorrow will be tame
and how children will be able to
stand with one hand on a lion and
another on a lamb without fear.

Give them special attention

Do you see how simple it can
be to teach your children?
Sometimes we as adults make
things too difficult. Teaching
your children about the Scrip
tures - even having them mem
orize certain key passages - is
important, and this type of
training should be included in
your Feast of Tabernacles
instruction. But the best instruc
tion for the Feast is simply for
your children to learn by doing
what you are doing.

Tailor some of your activities
especially to the children. The
hubbub of important goings-on at
the Feast can sometimes cause us
to unintentionally shove our chil
dren into the background. We
can think that the deep, beautiful
spiritual truths of God can't reach
young minds and therefore inad
vertently leave them out of the
action.

In fact, that's exactly wh at
Christ's disciples did. And it was
Christ's disciples' act of pushing
the children away that caused
Christ to rebuke them (Matt.
19:13-14).

If Christ took time out for spe-

cial attention toward the children,
so should we. Plan now for special
activities strictly for your young
sters. Take them to the zoo or to
the miniature golf course or to a
restaurant they might like.

And don't forget, while you
escort them through the activity
you should again remind them
that they are having this fun
because your family is obeying
God.

Learn from them, too

It's true that this article is
about how to help your children
rejoice at the Feast, but another
point should be made: While
teaching your children, take a
moment to learn from them .

See how teachable and believ
ing they are as you explain to
them about God's way. See how
their minds reach out to under
stand God's truth as you explain
it to them. Marvel at the ques
tions they ask about God's way,
and how willing their minds are
to accept and believe what you
say simply because you are their
parent and they trust you .

Shouldn't you and I as adult
members in God's Church be as
receptive to our spiritual Father,
the great God Almighty, as our
children are to us? Certainly.

And we will be if we take time
out to guide our children's way
through the Feast instead of just
letting the Feast happen to them.
We will see the joy that they
experience, and we will see more
perfectly how teachable we
should be as the spiritual children
of God our Father.

The Feast of Tabernacles is a
fun time for each one of us. We
as adults should diligently help
our children understand the Feast
and see that they rejoice as we
ourselves do .

If we do, our children will
express the proper, teachable,
humble, rejoicing, childlike atti
tude that Christ said would char
acterize God's children in His
Kingdom. And the sound of our
young people rejoicing at the
Feast of Tabernacles will be deaf
ening in God's ears! 0
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Here's information, addressed to both parents
and teens, on how teenagers can make
the most of this year's Fall Festival.

The Feast Is for
Teenagers,Too

By Ronald Kelly

N ea rly 14,000 teen
agers will attend this
Feast at sites around

the world! That's about one
in every seven individuals
who will attend the Feast!

The Feast of T abernacl es is
definitely for teenagers, too.

Wh en G od ins ti tu ted H is
a nn ual H ol y D a ys in ancie nt
Israel some 3,500 yea rs ago, He
sa id " T hou shalt observe the
feas~ of tabernacles seven days,
a fter th at thou hast gather ed in
thy co rn and th y wine: A nd t hou
sha lt rejoic e in th y feast s, th ou,
and th y son, and th y da ughter"
( De ut. 16:13-14) .

God intended the Feast of Tab 
ernacles to be a famil y affair.

To help prepare thi s art icle, I
as ke d th e freshm an cl a ss a t
Ambassador College in Big Sandy,
Tex ., to write papers on how th ey
looked back upon their Feast expe
riences during their te en age years .
I was pleasantly surpr ised to see
how man y of them looked back
with great joy at spen di ng those
valua ble days tog ether wit h thei r
fami lies at th e Feast. H ere are
some quot es about fami ly togeth
erness :

Most of the Feast I spent
with my family , wh ich I
enjoyed. I noticed that in some
fami lies there was less family
unity than in ours. Some teens
were out doing one thing and
the parents another. Seldom
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did they get together as a fam
ily to do something.

As I look back upon it, I am
so happy now our family did
many things together. Some
students who do not have
close families have mentioned
to me how much they wish
their family had done - but
never did.

And fro m ano the r stude nt :

The las t f e w y e ars I 've
noticed a change in attitude
among many teens. It seems
that more are becoming inter
ested in the Church and inter
ested in their f a m i lie s .

I think the teens still enjoy
the same activities as always
- activities such as dances,
skating and boat rides. But I
also think that teenagers ,
because of new interest in the
Church family , have learned t o
enjoy family activities such as
family dances, picnics, sig ht 
seeing tours and amusement
centers together.

T een years pr ovid e th e oppor
tun it y to build so lid, enduri ng
fa m ily rela ti on shi ps. The ti me
spent travel ing to and fro m the
Feast plus the eig ht days at the
Feast of T abernacl es and th e Last
Great Day give occasion, prob a
bly, for more fa mi ly togethe rn ess
th an at any othe r time of th e yea r.
Fami lies sho uld ca pi ta lize on this
mar velous opportunity.

M ost famili es begin their Fes
tival pl annin g m an y m onths

before th e time that bright full
moon signa ls the beginning of the
Feast in th e seventh month on ·
G od 's sacred calendar . Of course,
the firs t orde r of bu siness is to
decide which site to attend .

In some cases, th is might be
q u ite a problem . One famil y
member may wa nt to attend a site
near hom e. A no ther may wa nt to
drive two or three days each way.
The kid s prob abl y look to exot ic
recre at ion al opportunit ies such as
visit ing Disn eyl and or a sto p by
the nati on 's capital on the way to
or from th e Feas t.

In most case s, the famil y' s
finances and the time available
off work and sc hool will dictat e
the kind of Feast trip the family
will tak e. But with so many excit
ing places to keep the Feast (77
si tes worldwid e this yea r l), si te
se lec t ion can be quite a problem.

Leaving school behind

Of co urse , in addi t ion to plan
nin g in te r ms of tim e a n d
fi nances, each member of t he
fam ily must mak e proper person
a l a rrangements. Dad , fo r in
stance, wi ll have to arran ge vaca
ti on ti me fr om his job.

A ll th e kid s who are in sc hool
need to be sure they get off to a
good sta rt with schoo l officials
and teach ers eac h new sc hool
year. Leaving sc hool for eight or
10 or mor e days early in the
school year can create d ifficulties
unless prop erl y handled .

So, ea rly in yo ur Feast planning,
mak e arra ngements for time off
from schoo l and establish the best
possibl e re lat ionshi p with teach er s
and schoo l administ ra to rs . Over
the years thou sands of yo ung
peopl e in God 's C hurch have been
able to pr operly ar ra nge for th e
Feast time withou t undue hard
ships or acade mic di fficulties.

Don 't fa ll beh ind in or miss any
sc hoo lwork becau se of th e Feast.
Som e tee nagers go all out and do
extra work beforehand so they
won't have so mu ch homework to
do dur ing th e Fes tival. Other s tak e
th eir books along and make sure
they spe nd a certa in amo unt of
time each day at their stud ies.
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Make ever y effort to keep your
gr ade s up.

Travel is education

Educa t ion co mes fro m man y
areas in one 's life. Certa in ly, class
room instruct ion is impor tant. But
teens in G od 's C hurch may benefit
in ways othe r teen agers may not be
able to, by ta king full advantage of
the travel oppor tunit ies ava ilable
in keeping th e Feast.

Ente rprising students hav e ar
ran ged with teachers to write
th em es about th e t rip and hist ori c
sites th ey visite d. Others, who
enjoy ph ot ography, have tak en
slides of their trips and pu t on
slide shows for classm at es. Th us
th e teach er s did not view the stu
dents' tri ps to th e Feast of T ab er 
nacles as negati ve, but as positive.
M ost teac her s recognize the va lue
of t ravel in one 's ed uc ati on .

Far too often, fami lies barrel
down th e highways mil e after mil e
witho ut so mu ch as eve n pausing
for a few mi nutes to take advan
tage of the educationa l opportuni
tie s and nat ur al wonder s along the
ro ad . Familie s need to pl an
together , before th e Feast , t he
route they will take and th e sights
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fami ly member s would like to see .
Visiting nat ional parks an d read
ing historical marker s can pr ovid e
infor mati on and inspirati on .

H er e is one stude nt's co m me nt
on his Feas t travel ex pe rie nces:

I remember on the way we
would stop by different sites
that rrrade the trip special and
entertaining. It kept that part
of the Feast from being
dreaded.

Benefit from the
spiritual meat

O f course, th e prim ar y purpose
of attending the Feast of Taber
nacl es in G od's C hurch today is
to receive th e spir itua l meat pro
vid ed during the se rvices .

By th e t im e on e is a teen ager,
he sho uld be prep ared to think
more se r ious ly about the mean
ings of the sermo ns and se rmon
ettes God 's minist ers br ing.

The coll eg e s t ud en ts we re
quick to poin t out how th ey began
to rea lize , in thei r teens , th e
importance of getting something
from the message s:

The sermons and sermon
ettes helped me realize my

responsibility for the knowl
edge I gained. Baptized or not,
I was still under the law. The
messages also helped me feel
more a part of God's Church
and His coming Kingdom.

A no ther wrote:

As a young teenager, it was
often hard for me to follow the
sermons. Some days we sat
by ourselves and ended up
playing little games during
Church. But as I grew older, I
found the Feast to be more
re w ard ing when I paid atten
tion during services.

Sti ll ano ther wrote:

Most of all , I remember the
many services and messages
we received. I think , though,
that if I had been made to pay
more attention I would have
gotten more out of it. Now
that I am late in my teen
years, I appreciate the Feast
messages more and more.
Therefore , I have come to
enjoy my favorite time of the
year even more.

Enco u rage di scussion on the
way to lunch or back to th e motel
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afte r th e sermons. Ask teen ager s
their opin ions about the message
- talk about th e notes they've
taken and th e main points that
we re emphasized. A brief review
while ridi ng in the car can he lp
ce ment thou ghts an d ideas in our
minds as we ll as provid e a plat 
form for fami ly d iscussion s.

Recreation at the Feast

T he Feast of T ab ern acles is a
time of spiri tual fe llowship, inspi 
rat ion and instruct ion in God's
Word, but in add it ion it is a t ime
of C hurc h fe llowship and recre
atio n. A t Feast sites aro und the
world , almost unlimit ed recre
at iona l oppo rt u nit ies are avail
able.

W e have already seen tha t trav
el is ed ucat ion . And co upled with
visits to hist oric sites and natural
wonders on th e way to the Feast
is th e op portu nity for rest , relaxa
t ion an d recreation to rej uvenate
every fami ly at the Feast.

Many co llege students looked
back on profitable recreational
op portunities. Perh aps you will
get some ideas for this year's
Feast from them:

Group dates are an abso
lute blast during the Feast.
Getting a carload of people
and going bowling, dancing or
just out for pizza or a beach
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sing-along are good, clean
ways of having fun . Recre
ational opportunities at t he
Feast were endless.

A nother wrote:

A few years ago I saw how
the Church was gearing up for
teenagers. At one Feast site
we attended there was a game
room for YOU [Youth Opportu
nities United, an organization
for Church youths] members at
a teen center - this allowed
us to spend time together.

By the end of the Feast the
teen center had become an
important factor of our being
able to spend time with our
peer group - that 's what
being a teen is all about.

Old and new friends

Fo r a teenager, the Feast of
T ab ernacles can be a marvelous
op portu nity for spending t ime
with friends.

Not on ly can close frie nds from
a C hurch area be together for the
Feast, but teens from different
areas can become acquainted with
one another.

Y OU sponsors many activities
dur in g the Feast. In addition,
there are movies, special films
f rom Am bassador Co l lege,
dan ces, sporting events an d a
h os t of ot he r activit ies t hat
encourage t eenage rs to spend
ti me together.

If you have not been involvin g
yourself wit h teen activi ties, plan
to do so th is year . Lo ng -lasting
relation sh ips are started at th e
Feast of Tabernacles. Students
ofte n begin corresponding with
fe llow teens and find that en dur
ing friendships are formed .

In this most important area of
life, here's what a couple of stu
dents had to say:

As a former member of YOU ,
I can remember how important
meeting new friends was. Vari
ous activities scheduled
throughout the Feast made
making new friends very easy.
Outings to an amusement park
were always popular. Other
activities included beach par-

ties, roller-skating , horseback
riding and dancing.

And:

The Feast is a terrific oppor
tunity for young people to
make new friends. The friend
ships do not have to end right
after the Feast. Teens should
take each other's addresses
and become pen pals.

Make the most of the Feast

Your teen years will pass by all
too quickly. You may, as a high
sc hoo l student, think college, mar
riage and career are far away. Bu t
th ey will be upon you before yo u
know it.

Du ring th is special time in your
life when you are still living at
home, yet growing toward physi
ca l and emotional maturity, you
are formulating pe rsonal patterns
t hat will affect everything you do
for the rest of your life. T he Feast
of T abern acles can and should be
one of the most important parts of
yo ur life.

H ere are a few more comments
from Ambassador students on
those delightful years:

If it were not for the Feast
days, I would have thought life
to be quite boring.

And from another:

The last two things that I
thought really added to my
Feasts were Feast gifts and
serving. These things, instead
of making my Feast simply get,
get, get, gave it a bit of balance
and made it more fulfilling.

Here's one more:

The Feast of Tabernacles is
a wonderful time of year that
pictures on a small scale what
the world might be like during
the time of the Millennium.

Don 't take the Feast for
granted. The Feast for teen
agers will not be enjoyable
unless they make it fun , excit
ing and educational them
selves.

Don' t let the Feast pass you by
- make the most of it this year
an d every year to come. 0
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What ItWill BeLike in
theWorld lOmorrow

Ezekiel 36). Will there be happiness and joy
in these cities? Jer. 33: 10-11 , Zech. 8 :4-5.

Today's vast , pollut ion-laden, over-popu
lated metropolises are rampant with every
kind of evil. These cond it ions will not exist in
tomorrow's cities. Cities in the Millennium
will be small enough to promote healthy,
happy family life, yet large enough for a
proper balance between industry and those
essentials that promote healthful living .

4. When Christ has forcibly put down
those who filled the earth with violence and
death , will He abolish the fear of war? Isa.
2 :4.

5. Will all nations seek to be reeducated
to God's way of life? Verses 2 -3. W ill
people , as they learn of God and His way ,
begin to cooperate with each other? Isa.
52:7-8. Will the whole world finally come to
understand God's way to peace, happiness,
abundant living and salvation? Isa. 11 :9, Jer.
31 :34.

As we learned in the last ministudy, the
coming Kingdom of God will be a literal ,
world-rul ing government composed of im
morta l, sp irit-born members of the Family of
God . Under the leadership and direct super
vision of Jesus Christ , the Kingdom of .God
will restore the laws and rule of God to the
entire earth. And Christ's reeducation pro
gram for the entire world will bring about a
new c iv ilization based on God 's way of life
- His law of love - resulting in universal
peace and prosperity.

6 . Under the restoration programs of
God's government , w ill the old waste places
be made fertile, and will beautiful forests
spread in the Millennium? Isa. 41 : 14-20,
35:1-2,6-7 .

During the coming millenn ial age, most of
the earth 's land surface will become produc
t ive. Beautiful forests , agricultural areas ,

In last month 's study we learned how
Jesus Christ will rule the world tomorrow.
His righteous government will spread from
Jerusalem to the entire world . Reeducating
mankind to God 's way of life will receive top
priority. As the world becomes reeducated ,
people will begin to experience the bless
ings that result from obeying God's law of
love . There will be peace, cooperation ,
health , abundance and joy. And the whole
world will come to understand God 's master
plan for mankind.

That millennial world is pictured by the
Feast of Tabernacles, observed every year
by the Worldwide Church of God. Let's take
a glimpse at what that utopian world will
really be like.

1. What does God prophesy regard ing
the end-time descendants of Jacob who w ill
have been taken captive into foreign lands?
Amos 9 :7- 11 , Zech. 8 :7 -8 , Ezek. 36:8-11,
Isa. 27:6.

At His return , Christ will begin to rebuild
the nuclear-bomb-ravaged nat ions of the
earth , beg inning w ith the descendants of
ancient Israel. After rescuing them from cap
tivity, He will resettle and make them an
example for all nations to follow.

2. Where will the world headquarters of
Christ's government - the capital of the
earth - be established? Zech. 8:3, Jer.
3: 17. Will it be an example to the entire
world? Isa. 62:1 -2 , 7 .

Being near the geographical center of the
land surface of the earth , Jerusalem is the
ideal focal point for world control. It will be
rebuilt to perfection. No city of the past or
present will equal its splendor and magnifi 
cence. It will become the future model c ity
- the pattern for tomorrow's cities.

3. Wi ll the devastated cities be rebuilt?
Amos 9 : 14-15 , Ezek. 36:33-35 (read all of
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fish -filled lakes and streams will be found all
over the world, with no more polluted rivers
or ravaged landscapes.

7. Confusion of languages is one of the
major barr iers to cooperation between
peoples. Can you imagine what a world of
one language would be like? Th ink what a
huge step forward it would be if people
everywhere could speak , read and write the
same language. Will God give all the world
one pure language so all can serve Him w ith
one accord? Zeph . 3:9 .

In the Millennium, Christ will usher in an
era of worldwide literacy and education
through one pure language.

8. Will people own property in the Millen
nium and reap the just rewards of their own
labor? Mic. 4:4 , Isa . 62:8-9.

9. Upon what cond itions has God always
promised to shower great material prosperi
ty? Mal. 3 : 10-12 . Will God cause the laws of
nature to function for the benefit of those
who obey Him in the world tomorrow? Ezek.
34:26. Will there be great rejoicing over the
abundance of crops and cattle God will
bestow? Jer. 31: 12 . Will there actually be a
superabundance of foodstuffs? Amos 9 : 13.

The nations will learn that paying God His
t ithe rea lly works . Obedience to God 's laws
is what will produce universal prosperity ,
peace and happiness in the M illennium.

10. Will city dwellers be afraid to go out in
the streets , especially at night , as they are
in many large cities of this " c iv ilized" world
today? Isa . 32 :2 .

A stranger in a lonely place at night will
be a source of help, not someone to fear.
Under God 's system of government and edu 
cat ion , human life will become precious in
everyone 's sight.

11. What about health in tomorrow 's
world? Wi ll the deaf, bl ind , la me and dumb
be miraculously healed? Isa. 35:5-6. Wi ll all
manner of sickness and disease be healed?
Isa. 33:24, 58:8 , Jer. 30: 17.

12. What will happen to the Mount of
Ol ives when Christ returns? Zech . 14:3-4.
Will the valley thus formed become the
channel of a mighty river that will spring from
Jerusalem? Verse 8 . Will half of this river
flow eastward toward the Dead Sea , and the
other hal f westward toward the Mediterra
nean Sea? Same verse.

13. Is the eastern channel of this river ,
from which " li vi ng waters " flow int o the

Dead Sea, the same as the river described
in Ezekiel 47:1-12? What will happen to the
Dead Sea when th is fresh water begins to
flow into it ? Last part of verse 8. Will the
Dead Sea , now so heavily laden w ith salt
and other minerals that no life can exist in it ,
then be able to support p lant and fish life?
Verse 9. Will th is river also give life to the
barren desert places through which it flows?
Verse 12.

14. Does this river of " liv ing waters " pro
ceed from the spot where God's Temple will
stand - from Christ's very throne in Jerusa
lem? Ezek. 47: 1, 12 , Joel 3: 18 , last part. Is
the Holy Spirit compared to "living waters "?
John 4 : 10, 7:37-39 .

The Holy Spirit , wh ich th is phys ical r iver
p ictures , will go forth from Jerusalem and
heal all the spiritual problems of mankind .

15. Will God change the natures of ani 
mals in the Millennium so that all creatures
will be peaceful? Isa . 11 :6 -9.

16. In the Bible God speaks of man 's
heart as being symbolic of man 's mind . What
is man 's heart - his mind - really like
today as it is influenced by Satan , the invis
ible god of this world? Jer. 17:9. Is man 's
mind naturally submissive to God and His
law? Rom. 8:7.

17. What does God say He w ill add to the
minds o f people in the Millennium to change
the basic att itude or nature of man? Ezek .
36:26-27 , Joel 2 :28-29.

God will place His Holy Spirit - His own
nature of outgoing love and concern for
others (I John 4: 16, Rom . 5:5) - within man
kind. People will then love God and their
fellowmen and strive to make them happy.
This is what will make the Millennium - the
wonderful world tomorrow - the utopian
paradise p ictured by the Feast of Taber
nacles! 0

EN ROLL IN FREE
BIBLE COU RSE
T he sho rt st udy you' ve
j ust complete d is a sa m ple
of the st udy met hod used
in eac h month ly lesson
of the newl y revi sed
Ambassad or Co llege Bible
Co rres pondence Co urs e .
You ca n enro ll in th is free
co urse by writing to th e
Goo d News office near est
you. Sec inside fro nt cover
fo r ad d ress es .
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WhatYour Life
in God's Kingdom

Will BeLike
The Feast of Tabernacles pictures the time when

you will begin experiencing sonship in God's Family.
Here is a glimpse at that everlasting, joyous life.

By George Kackos

Y u, if you are a truly
converted Christian,
have chosen a unique

and difficult course to fol
low.

You have separated yourself
from the way of this sinful
world to go the way of God's
righ teousness.

That choice is not easy. You
have turned your back on this
topsy-turvy civilization, and that
brings isolation and hardship
upon you (John 15:19) .

So why strive? Why endure?
Because the end result is worth
the effort!

"And he said unto them, Veri
ly I say unto you, There is no man
that hath left house, or parents, or
brethren, or wife, or children, for
the kingdom of God's/sake, Who
shall not receive manifbld more in
this present time, and in the
world to come life everlasting"
(Luke 18:29-30).

The Feast of Tabernacles pic
tures the time when you will
begin experiencing eternal life in
God's Family (Rev. 20 :4) . It will
actually be the first time you have
experienced real life , for, as Pas
tor General Herbert W. Arm
strong has explained, this human
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plane is only a physiochemical
existence. God alone has life , but
He wants to share it with man
kind (John 10: 10).

What will eternal life be like?
What is it about this God-plane
life that is so encouraging to
think about - just how will it
bring you everlasting joy?

A perfect body

Your body is a marvelously
designed mechanism, its compli
cated systems providing you the
gift of physical life. But your
body is subject to disease, injury
and aging and these conditions
can greatly reduce the joy of liv
ing. And death, inevitably, ends
everyone's life altogether.

In the resurrection, you will be
given eternal life in a spirit-com
posed body, and that life will be
far more fulfilling!

Try to imagine being trans
formed from physical to spiritual.
All illnesses, injuries and effects
of aging will disappear. No more
will you fear these conditions .
Your body will be like God's
body (I Cor. 15:49).

God has given us a sneak pre
view of what our resurrected bod
ies will be like, in the description
of Jesus Christ's present body.
You can read about it in Revela-

tion 1:13-16 . Christ's body never
never grows old, wear) or unat
tractive (lsa. 40:28 , Heb. 13:8) .

God, the Creator and Master
of all the invisible laws of physics,
can journey throughout the uni
verse at will (Ps. 68:32-33) and
pass through solid objects and
manifest Himself in the flesh
(John 20:26). You will share
these same powers.

Right now, you are stimulated
through the five senses of sight,
smell, taste , touch or hearing.
You love to see beautiful sights,
smell pleasing aromas, taste deli
cious foods , touch exquisite
things , listen to pleasurable
sounds.

So does God! The finest things
in the universe surround Him at
all times. Imagine having your
spiritual senses function on the
God plane. For now, you simply
aren 't capable of drinking in all
the pleasures God can!

The mind of God

Your mind is a masterpiece of
God's creation . God has imparted
to you, through the human spirit
(Job 32:8), the ability to think,
reason and understand. No ani
mal has that - you are unique.

But your mind is imperfect.
Satan constantly, relentlessly,
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bombards it with the elements of
his perverted nature (Gal. 5: 19
21). The pulls of the flesh lead
you to suffer the anguish of sin .

Wouldn't you like to exercise
perfect character all the time 
never sin? As a spirit-being you
will be perfect (I John 3:9).

Your mind will be filled with
knowledge as God unveils the
secrets of the universe to you .
Life's unanswered questions will
be answered. Why did such and
such happen in my life? What are
the explanations to the questions
asked by science?

Do you have a problem remem
bering things? God doesn't. He
can name the billions of stars (Ps.
147:4) . Your mind will become
extremely efficient. Beyond that,
you 'll not miss a thing. A sparrow
cannot fall on the ground without
God knowing (Matt. 10:29), and
your mind will be like God's.

Your mind will be filled with
wisdom - the ability to make
right decisions at the right time
in harmony with the right laws.
You will be like Jesus Christ,
who properly evaluates situations
and applies the right principles to
produce righteous judgments
(I sa. I I :1-4).

A position of rulership

How does it feel to rule today?
Is it deeply satisfying? It seems
that this world's rulers, even if
their intentions are good, are
frustrated in their ambitions.
They live in a sea of instability,
constantly fearing overthrow or
ruin, and they lack the wisdom
and power to effect positive
changes. And most rulers, filled
with the get philosophy that
Satan has injected into the world
(II Cor. 4:4, Eph. 2:2), only make
their own rules more difficult by
constantly seeking their own self
ish desires.

But Satan will be put in a place
of restraint at Christ's return
(Rev. 20:1-3). No longer will his
broadcasts bombard humanity.
God's government will be far dif
ferent from today's governments.

You will have no fear of being
unable to maintain control - you
will have the necessary authority
to carry out your responsibilities
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(Rev. 2:26, 3:21) . Human rebel
lion will be dealt with firmly
(Zech.14:17-19) .

God's rule will bring an end to
the evils plaguing mankind . Pros
perity will replace poverty. Peace
will eliminate warfare. God's way
will become the dominant interest
in tomorrow's world (Mic. 4:1-4) .

What a contrast with today's
sin-sick world!

Happy relationships

Much of your happiness or sor
row as a human being depends on
the quality of your relationships
with other people. Sin is the ene
my of happy relationships. It
causes strife, backbiting, distrust
and separation. And man, under
Satan's influence, sins - con
stantly (Rom. 3:23).

As a Spirit-filled child of God
in God's Kingdom, you will not
be under this curse. With sin
eliminated, relationships will
flourish (I John 3 :9). Ideal
human relationships will become
reality in God's Kingdom (John
17:20-21 ).

Oneness. Unity. Truth, not
deception. Respect, not ridicule.
Concern, not neglect. Happiness
will permeate all our associations.
We'll be able to rise above selfish
ness to express love in all our
actions. This is the way God con
ducts Himself (I John 4:8).

Enjoyable activities

Eternity is forever. What will
you be doing? How will you stay
happy?

God keeps Himself happy. He
surrounds Himself with enjoyable
activities. "Thou wilt shew me
the path of life: in thy presence is
fulness of joy; at thy right hand
there are pleasures for evermore"
(Ps. 16: 11) . God's desire is to
share this pleasure with you
(Matt. 25 :21).

What does God enjoy? Family
life, for one thing. God is expand
ing His Family (1 Thess. 4: 13
17). Together, as family mem
bers, you will worship God, rule,
talk and, yes, even play. What
satisfaction this will bring when
you are filled with love.

Your work will be exciting as
you help direct the rebuilding of

CItIeS and the revitalization of
farming. You will enjoy teaching
people God's law (Isa. 30:21) and
the words you offer will bring
them real life (John 6:63). Their
success will be your success.

There will be opportunities to
learn, create and invent. Recre
ational games and some form of
athletics will probably be played.
Remember, this physical world is
patterned after the spiritual.

Travel will not be a burden.
Christ ascended to heaven and
returned to the earth on the same
day (John 20: 17, Luke 24:39).
Imagine being able to travel at
the speed of thought.

The emphasis throughout eter
nity will be on constantly produc
ing greater accomplishments and
achievements, and positive
achievement is the key to happi
ness (Ps. 16:11). God is a doer!

It will never end

Everything in this physical
world is temporary - clothes
wear out, homes deteriorate and
you , eventually, will die.

"Vanity of vanities, saith the
Preacher, vanity of vanities; all is
vanity" (Eccl. I :2). Life in this
world is vain - transient. Man
struggles desperately to grab at
fleeting moments of physical
pleasure, fixing his eyes only on
himself. But death sweeps all his
accomplishments and joys away.

But you can conquer death.
You have, as a begotten child of
God, departed from the ways of
this world to go the way of God.
And you can be given eternal life
- life that will be forever
joyous.

You are awaiting the greatest
event that could ever take place in
the life of a human being - birth
into God's Family. That knowl
edge should strengthen and moti
vate you . It should cause you to
rejoice during the Feast of Taber
nacles and throughout your life
(Rom.8:18-19)!

Ponder this: "But as it is writ
ten, Eye hath not seen, nor ear
heard, neither have entered into
the heart of man , the things
which God hath prepared for
them that love him" (I Cor. 2:9,
Isa . 64 :4) . 0
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The Last Great Day
Not an End, But a Beginning!

The Last Great Day can seem sad - the Feast is over
and we must go back into this world. But we must not miss

the tremendous - and happy - significance of this day.

By John Halford

Ju s t a little
more than
1,000 ye a rs

from now , a fan
t a stic event is
going to alter the
life of nearl y
every person who
has ever lived.

Yes , you read
th at right
nearly every p er
son wh o has ev er
lived .

I n sco p e a n d
im agination , it will
far s u r pass th e
wildest fantasies of
th e most creative
science-fiction writ
ers . . But it isn't fic
tion - it's already
being pl anned . It
will ha ve a greater
impact on th e lives
of people th an an y
thing else th at has
happened to them.

It will be traumat
ic. It will be unex
pected. And it will change the
whole future of the human race.
Let 's take a look at it.

Meet " Gi ng er"

Believe it or not, we will star t
in the British Museum in Lon
don .

The British Museum is fasci
nating. It is particularly rich In
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treasures from the ancient Near
E ast : Ba b y lo n , Assyria and
Eg ypt. There are great sta tues,
dozens of carved panels showing
th e exploits of the very men who
took ancient Isr ael into captivity,
and row upon row of Eg yptian
murnrrues .

The mummies have fascinated
me ever since I , as a little bo y,

first s a w them.
From their gl a s s
cas es , the king s ,
queens, priests and
noblemen of anci ent
Eg ypt stare impas
sively back at th eir
m odern vi sitor s .
They a re wrapped
in linen and often
gaudily painted, and
it is hard to believe
that they were once
li ving human be
ings.

For me, the most
interesting exhibit
in th e mumm y
room is Ginger. It's
eas y t o see that
Ginger was once a
human being.

Apparently h e
died before the
Egyptians beg an
the custom of
mummification. So
h e w a s pl aced ,
along w i th so m e
cooking pots and a
handful of corn , in
a grave in the warm
desert sand . His

body didn't decay, but was pre- ~

served practically intact until he ~

was found a century or so ago. ~
He was brought to the g

museum and lies there to this g
day in a replica of his grave, st ill !
su rrou nded by his cooking pots ?
and the remains of his food . ':

.Q

There is not hing grotesque or ~

di sgusting about Ginger. On the a:
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contrary, he is a rather pathetic
looking figure lying huddled in
his grave, oblivious to the gaze of
visitors .

There is no way of knowing
who he was , unlike the mummies,
who were all carefully labeled
before burial. So British Museum
officials called him Ginger, after
the color of what is left of his
hair. But one thing is obvious
about Ginger: He is very, very
dead. Seeing him again recently,
I couldn't help being reminded of
the words of Ezekiel 37:3 : "Can
these bones live? "

And of course, the astounding
answer is yes! They can and they
will! One day, flesh and blood will
return to the lifeless bones of Gin
ger's mortal remains and he will
live again. That is the meaning of
the Last Great Day of the Feast.

A wonderful - but
misunderstood - truth

This last of God's annual Holy
Days pictures one of the most won
derful and least understood doc
trines of the Bible - the time of
God's final judgment. It answers
the question: What is the fate of
the billions who live, have lived and
will live , who have never under
stood the truth about God's plan?

The majority of human beings
who have walked the earth are
completely unaware of Jesus
Christ , and yet it is only through
Christ that they can be saved
(Acts 4:12). Nearly all of man
kind live and die oblivious to the
plan of God and their incredible
human potential.

God's Holy Days reveal that
His plan of salvation is not just
for some special "pets" who do
Him the favor of accepting Christ
- rather, His plan is for all man
kind, past, present and future.
The Last Great Day anticipates
the fulfillment of that plan .

The Kingdom of God is plan
ning - yes, literally planning 
the most stupendous achievement
of all. The government of God
intends to resurrect the human
race and give it eternal life!

Mankind, armed only with the
carnal mind that Adam chose
when he rejected the tree of life
(Gen . 3:22-24), has made incredi-
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ble progress in conquering physi
cal problems. But against man 's
greatest enemy, death, we have
made no progress whatsoever.
The greatest minds, the most
careful dieters , the most diligent
joggers, the peacemakers, the
warmongers, the educated and
the illiterate all die .

We laugh at the superst it ious
relatives of Ginger, who sent him
to his little grave with food and
cooking pots to get him started in
his afterlife. Poor people! They
just couldn't accept that Ginger
no longer existed .

This last of God's annual
Holy Days pictures one

of the most wonderful and
least understood doctrines
of the Bible - the time
of God's final judgment.
It answers the question:

What is the fate of
the billions who ... have

never understood the
truth about God's plan?

But have things really
changed? In California, you can
arrange to be buried in ali air
conditioned grave with soft music
piped in. Other people have paid
fabulous sums to have their bod
ies deep-frozen and preserved in a
vault, hoping for the day when
science has mastered the art of
resurrection .

We can't accept death, it
seems. We say that we "pass
away" and invent myths such as
heaven, hell , purgatory, nirvana
or reincarnation - anything
rather than admitting that when
we die, we are dead.

But this life is not all there is .
The Last Great Da y proves that.

A day of judgment

Ginger and the mummies had
been dead for several centuries
when Jesus Christ began His
earthly ministry. They would

have been greatly encouraged if
they could have heard Him tell a
group of His critics, "The hour is
coming, in the which all that are
in the graves shall hear his voice,
And shall come forth " (John
5:28-29).

Christ was not limited in vision
to the first century. He could look
back across the centuries to cre
ation and see the misery that sin
ful man, guided by Satan, had
produced. He could look ahead to
the next two millennia, in which
even worse things would be done.
He saw the billions of deceived,
frustrated and ignorant people
who had been born and would be
born . And He loved them.

He was about to die for each of
them, so that one day their sins
could be forgiven and they could
have the chance for life. Not just
a physical life of a few years on
earth, but real life - the kind of
life He had already enjoyed for
eternity.

He knew that after His physi
cal death, His Father would give
Him that real life back. And the
way would be open for Him to
share it with everyone. For the
Father and Christ are "not will
ing that any should perish, but
that all should come to repen
tance" (II Pet. 3:9).

But how? And when?

The second resurrection

God, never the author of con 
fusion (I Cor. 14:33), has set in
motion a great process. " For as in
Adam all die, even so in Christ
shall all be made alive. But every
man in his own order : Christ the
firstfruits; afterward they that are
Christ's at his coming" (I Cor.
15:22-23).

Those called and chosen, who
overcame and remained faithful
until death - Abraham, Moses,
Elijah, Joshua, David, Peter, Paul
and, it is to be hoped, you and I,
will be born into God's Family 
changed into immortal spirit
beings - at the return of Jesus
Christ (I Thess. 4:13-17). But
what about the rest? What about
Ginger?

Christ gives the answer in the
book of Revelation . Chri st
showed the apostle John that,
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afte r th e stupendous eve nts th at
occur . at H is Second Coming,
" the rest of the de ad lived not
agai n until th e th ou sand years
were finished" ( Rev. 20 :5) .

What J ohn had been show n so
far 'was to lead up to the firs t
res ur rec tion . But then , afte r wit
nessi ng the fina l defeat of Satan,
John saw " the dead , small and
great , sta nd before G od ; and th e
books [of 'the Bible , hithe rto
cl osed to th ei r understand ing]
were opened : and anothe r book
was opened, which is th e book of
life: and th e dead were j udged out
of th ose things whic h were wri t
ten in th e book s, accordi ng to
th eir works" (ver se 12) . .

J ohn saw, in vision, th e resu r
recti on of th ose who had lived
down through the ages. They had
died , not having had th e opportu
nit y to know the truth abo ut God,
C hrist and .etern al life. N ow, at
last , th e underst anding of God's
plan , as revealed in th e books of
the Bibl e, could be ope ned to
their und e rsta nd in g . Free of
d ecept ion, t hey co u ld mak e 'a
decision based on th e fac ts.

They wi ll see around the m the
fr uits of th e 1,000-year ru le of
th e Fami ly of G od . They will
co mpare it wit h th e world th at
t hey left. A nd most will decide to
live God's way .

T his t im e, which co mes afte r
th e Millennium, is pictured by
th e Holy Day th at comes afte r
th e Feast of Tabernacles. That
Holy Day is a d istinct and sepa
rat e Feast ( Lev. 23:34, 36) .

It is a peri od of j udgi ng , not
se nte nci ng . Just as God's C hurch
is being j udged now (I Pet. 4 :17) ,
th e rest of m ank ind will be
judged at th at time, afte r a res ur 
rection to physical, temporar y
life. But one th ing wi ll be differ 
ent. Satan wi ll no lon ger be
aroun d to deceive and m islead
them - - they, unlike us, will not
have Satan to ove rcome !

What a wonderful time!

W hat a tim e it is going to be!
Everyone who has ever lived will
come back to life. A th ou sand
ques tio ns about organizat ion come
to mind . Where wiil th er e be room
for th em ? What ' will th ey eat?
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What age will th ey be? W ill babi es
wh o died be resurrect ed as babi es?
What about old people? W ha t
about th ose who had more th an one
wife or hu sband ?

The S adducees, who, reason ing
humanl y, had convince d th em
se lves tha t th e who le concept of
resurrect ion was rid iculo us, tr ied
to trap C hrist on this very point.
They brought up th e case of a
t ragic fam ily of seven brothers,
each of whom died . Since th e
brot her s were obed ien t to t he Old
T estament teach ing , whe n the
oldest d ied , th e second oldes t

The Great White Throne
Judgment . .. is an actual

event planned for millennia
by the Family of

God! We aren't avoiding
a responsibility to the

rest of humanity. Weare
learning a way of life
so that when the time

comes , we will be ready .
to teach them that way.

took th e oldest's widow to be his
ow n wife. Then whe n the second
oldes t d ied , th e third son took
her, and so on unt il the un fortu
nat e woman had been legit im ate
ly married to all seven brothers.
Then she died .

Now , t he S ad d: cecs asked
trium phantly, whose wife would
she be in a res urrection where she
and all seven br others were raised
to life (Matt. 22 :23-28) ?

J esu s rep lied confidently, " Ye
do err, not knowing the scrip
tures , nor the power of God"
(verse 29) . It was a beaut iful
response. The answer to the ques 
tion went far beyond the lim ited
underst and ing of the Sadducees .

S uch a decision would require
tr em end'ous wisdom, compassion,
understanding and love -- facul 
t ies beyond the capacit y of a
human being. But have you ever
not iced th at when we ask Go d to

help us with difficult decisions,
where per son al relati onships are
co nce rned, nobody seems to ge t
hurt ?

Don 't und er est imat e the power ,
wisdo m and love of God to solve
thi s prob lem. A nd by th at t ime,
remember , th e firs tfrui ts of God's
Famil y will have had 1,000 yea rs
of ex perience using God 's power.
We will be qua lified to help God
th e Fathe r and J esus C hrist in th e
momentous deci sions concerning
th e last judgm ent.

Prepare for the future

It is hard to beli eve, but one day
I am reall y goin g to meet Ginger .
And you are going to me et and
help your ance sto rs and thousand s
mor e. The Great White Throne
Judgm ent is not just an inter est ing
idea. It is an ac tua l event plann ed
for mill ennia by th e only ones with
th e power to make it happen - th e
Fa mily of G od!

For years, Past or Genera l Her
ber t W . Armst rong has been tell
ing us that the C hurc h should not
be on a campaig n to see how ma ny
souls we ca n save . Th at is not
God 's Work now. But it will be one
day.

We aren't avoidi ng a responsi
bility to the res t of humanity. We
are learning a way of life so th at
when the t ime comes, we will be
read y and qu al ified to teach th em
th at way . Th at is why you attend
your local church. That is why you
go for inte nsive instruction at th e
Feast of Tabernacles.

There is an old say ing that all
good th ings mu st com e to an end.
The Feast of T abernacles is no
exceptio n. At the Feast we have
been hap py and relaxed away from
th is world, bu t when th e Feast is
over we mus t go back and face th e
reality that God's Kingdom is not
her e yet. You say good-bye to your
friends and start thinking about
the jo urney home.

But if we let our mind s dwell too
muc h on good-byes, we will fai l to
ap preciate th e sig nificance of th e
last day. So as you say your good
byes after th e last servic e on the
Last G reat Day, do so with a smile.
W hy? Becau se yo u a nd yo u r
br ethren have just ant icipated th e
greatest " he llo" in all hist ory! 0
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Holy Days
(Continued f rom page 21)

leave ned " ? They were unl eav
ened physically. T hese were the
Days of U nleavened Br ead . They
(Jew and ge nti le C hrist ians) had
put leaven ou t of their hom es and
had eaten no leaven. Therefore,
they were unleaven ed physically
and now needed to also be un leav
ened sp iritua lly .

Paul nex t rel ates t hat C hr ist is
ou r Passover. H e was the " Iam b"
tha t was slai n: H is death is co m
memo rated each year by the Pass
over observance.

Not only had these Corinth ians
unl eaven ed ph ysicall y during th is
Feast of U nleavene d Bread, but
Paul next co m mands, " T herefore
let us keep the feas t" (ve rse 8) .

Th is is a command to the
C hurch, J ew and ge nt ile alike, to
keep the Feast. If it had been
nai led to th e cross 34 years ear 
lier , or if they wo uld have been
under a curse to keep it , Paul
would not h av e penned these
words.

A few c hapte rs la t er , Paul
again returns to th e subject of th e
fest iva ls of God . In ch ap ter II ,
ve rses 17-34 , he explains in det ail
th e history, pu r pose and manner
of th e New T est am ent Passover.

No lon ger is th e Passover a
r oast lamb m e al (ve rse 34 ) .
In st ead it is an eveni ng occasion
of great sy m bo lic meaning and
purpose . It reminds us of ou r
accept ing J esu s C hrist as our per
so na l Passover lamb, our Savior
and th e One who has made it pos
sib le, thro ug h H is shed blood , for
us, to have our sins fo rgiven an d
to be healed of our ph ysical a il
m ent s. T hese 18 verses are
devoted ent ire ly to details of th is
Feast of God .

In I Corint hia ns 16 :8, Paul
again refers to the Feast of Pente
cos t. On t his occasion he in tended
to remain in Ephesus, keep the
Feast th ere ins tea d of at Jerusa
lem and afte r th at to co nt inue his
evangelistic journeys . Pentecost
st ill came eve ry year. It st ill ex ist
ed, now a bo ut 24 years after
C hrist's crucifix ion.

It 's su rpr ising, bu t one of th e
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main " proofs" used by some to
" knoc k in the head " th e Sabbath
and H oly Days is Colossians 2: 16.
This " proof text ," whe n viewed in
co ntext , inst ead of pr oving th at
they we re " do ne away" proves
th at a genti le churc h (at Colosse)
ac tually kept th e Holy Days!

N otice th e key ve rses: "Let no
man therefor e judge yo u in meat ,
or in drink, or in resp ect of an
holyd ay, or of th e new moon, or
of th e sa bbath days: W hich are a
shadow of things to co me ; but the
bod y is of C hrist" (Col. 2:16
17) .

Paul does not here say, " Do not
keep H oly Days or Sabbat hs,"
though th at is what m an y people
read into th e text.

To start with , he wa rns the m
not to let a man j udge th em co n
ce rni ng th e matters he then men
tion s. If they we re not to let any
man j udge them in th ese matters,
who was supposed to judge?

Th e a nswe r is somew ha t
obscured by an added wo rd in
ve rse 17. This word, in th e King
J ames Version , is ind icated by
th e it ali c typ e, meaning th at there
is no eq u ivale nt word in th e
Greek, but t hat th e wo rd was
added by th e tran slat or s in the
hop e th at th e passage would be
mo re clear in Eng lish. In th is
case, thoug h , it o bscu res the
point.

Here is the specific phrase :
" But the bod y is of C hrist." This
should read " But th e bod y of
C hrist. "

H ere sim ply, is wha t Paul is
saying in th ese two verse s: " Do n' t
let any man j udge yo u . .. but let
th e Bod y of C hrist judge you."

Outsiders were judging the
Church

In Coloss ians I : 18 we learn
th at C h rist is th e H ead of that
Bod y, w h ic h is th e C h u rc h.
C hr ist, as Head of th e C hurch
and through Hi s C hurc h, will
j udge th ese matters . No one else
sho uld , especially som eone not
eve n in the C hurc h.

The matters not to be j udged
by outside rs co ncern meat and
drink and th eir re lat ions hi p to
I ) a H oly Day, 2) th e new moon ,
3) th e S abbath . In othe r wo rds,

wha t people eat and drink on
th ese days and wha t is don e on
these days are not to be judged by
outsi ders, bu t by th e C hurc h and
its H ead , J esu s C hris t.

These days are a sha dow ( pic
ture in adva nc e ) o f ce r ta in
aspects of G od's plan of sa lvat ion.
E a ch y ear as God ' s p e ople
observe th ese days, th ey under
stand more clearly H is plan and
how it is being carried out.

G od ancie nt ly commanded th e
Sabbath and Holy Days, tho ug h
H e nowh ere commanded observ
in g the new moon s . The new
moon s have bee n observed by
so me people a t va rious t im es and
in various ways, but nowhere in
the Scriptures were th ey made
days of rest.

T he fac t tha t Pau l had to write
to genti le C hris t ians on t his mat
ter m akes it cl ear that so m e
people we re j udging what th e
people in Colosse we re ea ting and
dri nking , or w hat th ey we re
doing, as a part of their obser
vance of th ese days.

These peopl e had not observed
G od 's Holy Days befor e becom
ing C hrist ia ns. They observe d th e
pa ga n d a ys p revio us ly . Afte r
starting to observe these H oly
Days , fal se re lig io us t eachers
began to co ndem n th em abo ut
how t hey kept th em and wha t
they did on those days. Paul and
the othe r true minist ers, follow 
in g C h r is t's exam ple , sho we d
th em by person al exam ple and by
th e scr iptures how 'and wh en th ey
sho uld observe th e H oly Days and
Sabbat h.

" Ye observe days, and
months"

A nothe r " proof text" suppos
ed ly condemn ing Holy Days is
G alati an s 4:1 0 : " Y e observe days,
a nd m onths , a n d t imes , a nd
years ."

Let's get our bearings and use
so me sim ple logic. First , who
we re th e Galatians? G entile or
J ew? C lea rly th ey we re ge nti le,
as G alatian s 2:7-8 , 3:26 and 4:8
show.

Acco rdi ng to c ha pter 4 , ve rse
9, th ey had turned back to th ese
" days, and months, and t im es,
and years. " What days, months,
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times and years had these gentiles
observed before coming into the
glorious truth of God ? Answer:
the days that the pagan religions
observed.

Just as in Colosse, these gentile
Christians learned for the first
time about the Holy Days of God
through the apostles and the true
Church. After embracing these
days , which were ordained of
God, they had turned back to
their old religious days, months,
times and years.

God nowhere commanded as
holy any months, times or years.
He only made holy certain days
- the weekly Sabbath and seven
annual Holy Days. God, in fact,
condemned the observance of
times (Deut. 18: I0) .

This passage has nothing what
soever to do with Holy Days, but
it is mentioned here lest someone
think an important "contrary

. text" was omitted.
It may surprise you that the

New Testament has so much to
say about God's Holy Days. Yet
these texts have been there all the
time, and we have not covered
them all even yet. The next to the
last book of the Bible also has
something to say about Holy
Days.

What are love feasts?

" T hese are spots in your feasts
of charity, when they feast with
you, feeding themselves without
fear : clouds they are without
water, carried about of winds;
trees whose fruit withereth, with
out fruit, twice dead, plucked up
by the roots" (Jude 12) .

What are these "feasts of char
ity"? Most modern translations
call them, more accurately, "love
feasts ."

Adam Clarke, in his six-vol
ume commentary, states that they
"were in use in the primitive
church till the middle of the
fourth century, when by the
Council of Laodicea they were
prohibited to be held in the
churches. "

Other commentators and dic
tionaries connect the love feasts
with the Passover, the "Lord's
Supper," the Eucharist or the
term breaking of bread. Most of
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these comments come from prac
tices extant in the second to
fourth centuries, and do not
relate to practices at the time of
Jude's writing late in the first
century .

When you take the Bible
accou nt and compare it with
these comments from a later date,
it becomes evident that the "faith
which was once delivered" (Jude
3) had been watered down .

God is love (l John 4:8) . The
Holy Days are the "feasts of the
Lord" (Lev. 23 :2, 4) . By exten
sion we can say, then, that the
Holy Days are love feasts. They
are the only feasts God ever gave.
They are an expression of love 
God's love - since He gave them
to Israel and to His Church. They
are a blessing and delight for
God's people.

The New Testament Church
kept all these love feasts. In time,
some religious but ungodly men
(Jude 4) crept into the Church.
They later "went out" (I John
2: 19) and apparently took some
of the beliefs with them, which in
time became perverted .

The "love feasts" that they
observed are all that the commen
tators have found to explain Jude
12. In due time even these per
verted "love fe ast s" were
dropped. Probably even these
feasts were too "Jewish" for the
liking of a church later identified
in Revelation 17.

At the time of Jude, the
ungodly men who had crept in
unawares were spots or blemishes
in the celebration, by the Church ,
of God's festivals. This same
problem is also mentioned in
I I Peter 2: 13, showing again that
God's people in His Church were
still keeping these feasts.

Do you keep these days?

We have now seen references
to the observance of, or instruc
tions about, God's Holy Days or
feasts in the four gospels, Mat
thew, Mark, Luke and John . Also
in Acts, I Corinthians, Colos
sians, II Peter and Jude. Gala
tians is not included since it men
tioned pagan holidays only. Nine
New Testament books show
clearly what days God 's New

Testament Church kept.
They did not keep Christmas,

Easter, May Day or April Fool's
Day. Only the pagans observed
such days, known then by different
names. In later years the names of
these pagan holidays were changed
so that they appeared Christian.
They were and are anything but
truly Christian .

God, who later became Christ,
commanded the Hol y Da ys origi
nally. Jesus Christ set the exam
ple by keeping these same days .
The apostles followed that exam
ple and taught others, Jew and
gentile, to do the same.

In Zechariah 14: 19 we find a
prophecy that even the gentiles
during the Millennium will either
keep the Feast or be punished by
God .

The feasts were commanded
forever (Lev . 23:41 and else
where) .

The remaining question is this:
Do you, too , keep these New Tes
tament Holy Days? 0

PERSONAL
(Continued from page 2)

[the smaller nations] .. . And
many nations shall come, and say,
Come, and let us go up to the
mountain of the Lord [Eternal],
and to the house of the God of
Jacob; and he [Christ] will teach
us of HIS ways, and we will walk
in HIS paths: for TH E LAW shall go
forth of Zion, and the word of the
Lord [Eternal] from Jerusalem.
And he shall judge among many
people, and rebuke strong nations
afar off; and they shall beat their
swords into plowshares, and their
spears into pruninghooks: nation
shall not lift up a sword against
nation , N E IT H E R SHALL THEY

L EAR N WAR ANY MORE " (Mic.
4:1-3) .

It is when people are unde
ceived by Satan, when God's LAW

goes forth , when people begin to
seek God 's laws and live by His
ways and when, through Christ
and the indwelling of God's Holy
Spirit, we are able to develop in
our lives the character of God
that we shall have PEA CE, PROS-

PERITY, HAPPINESS and JOY! 0
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By Dan Rogers

Ho"W to Listen
Effectively

H a s thi s ever h a p
pe ne d to yo u? A
friend tells you t hat

he or she recently heard a
" really great, powerful"
sermon that was "just won
derful."

You ask, "What was it
about'?" and your friend
replies, "I don't really remem
ber exactly - but anyway, it
was just wonderful!"

Sound familiar? The person
did not benefit deeply from the
message - he doesn't even
remember what was said! 
because he did not listen effec
tively.

During the Feast of Taber
nacles God's ministers will be
encouraging, correcting and in
structing us in
God's way in

numerous sermons and sermon
ettes. Here are five keys to help
you remember and apply what
you hear:

1.) Desire to learn and change.
The book of Proverbs tells us that
those who desire to hear instruc
tion are wise (Prov. 1:5,8:32-34) .
You must be in a continually
repentant attitude, willing to
admit error and to submit to cor
rection (I John 1:8-10).

Think about how to apply in
your life what you are hearing.
Listen as though the speaker were
talking directly to you - he is!

2.) Develop concentration. Be
gin concentrating before the
speaker says a word. This requires
preparation. Make sure you have

had a good night's rest
the night before.
Books, pen and pa
per should be ready

- briefcases and
D P purses put away.

.0 It's difficult to
concentrate while
rummaging through
a purse, or while pre
cariously balancing

an open briefcase on
your knees.

Give the speaker your
undivided attention. A
book may drop with a
thud, or a mother may
have to carry a child out
of the room . Some
people will turn to stare
in amazement, as if they
have not seen anything
like it before, and break
their concentration on
the speaker. By the time
they tune into the speak-

er again, they will have
missed a great deal. Do not day
dream or become sidetracked.

Concentrate until the speaker fin
ishes .

3.) Increase your vocabulary.
Words are the building blocks of
the mind. Our minds must build
mental pictures from the words we
hear. If you have a good vocabu
lary, those mental pictures will be
sharp, vivid and memorable rather
than fuzzy and out-of-focus.

As you hear or read unfamiliar
words, make a note of them. Look
up their definitions and add them
to your vocabulary. Improving
your vocabulary improves your
mind and your ability to under
stand and retain what you hear.

4.) Take effective notes. Most
speakers use an outline. They will
usually state a point and then
develop it. Listen carefully and try
to reproduce the speaker's outline
in your own words. Taking notes
should help you concentrate and
organize your thoughts as you lis
ten, and notes can serve as a valu
able memory tool. Of course, don 't
take too many notes. While you are
writing you may mis s something
the speaker says.

The pages following this article
have been specially prepared for
notetaking at the Feast of Taber
nacles.

5 .) Realize that spiritual
understanding com es through
God's Spirit. The previous keys
will help anyone become a more
effective listener to most subject
matter. Paul tells us, though, that
man cannot discover, on his own,
the knowledge of God (I Cor.
2: 12) . God must reveal it through
His Spirit. And Acts 5:32 tells us
God gives His Spirit to those who
obey Him. Obedience is vital.

Another prerequisite for spiri
tual understanding is prayer. Ask
God to bless the delivery of the
message and also your hearing
and understanding.

Learning to listen effectively is
important to every Christian . God
is revealing , to His end-time
Church, much knowledge never
before understood. We should ~

realize what a privilege we have ~

and how important effective listen- g
ing is. If we apply these five keys, ~
then Christ will be able to say to §
us, "Blessed are . .. your ears , for ~

they hear" (Matt. 13:16) . D ~
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FoTsA

•

EF

Friday , October 1

Sabbath , October 2 (Holy Day)

Sunday , October 3

Monday, October 4

Tuesday, October 5

Wednesday, October 6

Thursday , October 7

Friday , Octobe r 8

Sabbath , October 9 (Last Great Day)

Note-se c tion photos: Gene Hogb erg, Ron Dodgen , Sheila Graham , Michael Snyder, Joe Rodrigues,
Nathan Faulkner , Phil ip Ste vens, Tom Williams , Da vid Kolb , Eugene Kurseth, Col in Kelly
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