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HY did not the Pharisee,
Nicodemus, understand
when Jesus said to him: “Except

a man be born again, he cannot

see the kingdom of God’’?

WHY do people not understand those
words today?

How MANY know, today, that Jesus’
Gospel was a sensational, never-before pro-
claimed NEWS ANNOUNCEMENT?

Jesus Was a Newscaster

Those in Judea knew — or should have known —
Malachi’s prophecy concerning this. It was the Gospel of
God — and the word “gospel” means Goop NEWS!

Jesus was a NEWSCASTER. His news was something
absolutely NEw — never before proclaimed to mankind.
It was the most wonderful NEws ever reported. Actually
almost too wonderful for humans to believe. It was news
of the utterly transcendent potential of man.

A humorous columnist wrote a bit on the news
printed in daily newspapers. It is actually NOT news, he
insisted, since it is a reporting of events that already have
happened. Therefore it is no longer NEwW, but oLD when
printed. He insisted it really ought to be called oLDs!

The tremendous Message that Jesus brought was
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NEWS! It was not a report of past events. It was ADVANCE
news! — news of an almost unbelievable UTOPIAN WORLD
TOMORROW!

And it is SURE!

And it was news that we may be BORN AGAIN! Yet
almost nobody understands it!

How MaNY, even today, know that Jesus’ Gospel was
NOT in any sense a new or different religion — yet it was
actually so BREATHTAKING — so seemingly incredible, so
startling, it should have left its hearers in a daze of awe!
It didn’t. WaY?

WHY has it never been recognized by the world as
the stupendous NEws that it actually was?

Simply because the leaders in Judea rejected it —
hated it — hated Jesus for announcing the wonderful
great news — turned most of the people against it. And
it has been so Mmisrepresented, so distorted and maligned,
that the whole world has been deceived — and has totally
MISUNDERSTOOD IT! Your Bible says the WHOLE WORLD
— all nations — have been deceived about that Gospel!

v The time was at hand, then, for this Message to be
announced! The time is at hand, today, for its true
MEANING to be made so pLAIN that people may UNDER-
STAND IT!

It wiLL BE, in this article! And it is a crucial
CHALLENGE to you who now read it!

And you have to UNDERSTAND what was that news
announcement, or you can never UNDERSTAND what Jesus
meant about being “born again.”

What Was the News?

Notice, briefly, first, what that astonishing NEwW
Message was!

The pre-announcement, in Malachi’s prophecy, says:
“Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare
the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek [the
Messiah], shall suddenly come to his temple, even the
Messenger of the covenant...” (Mal. 3:1).

Now notice the beginning of the Messenger’s procla-
mation of that Message.
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But these and numerous other verses (especially the
Apostle Paul’s experience, Romans 7:14-25) say plainly
that converted Christians do sin — though not habitually
practicing sin deliberately and willfully. Certainly it is
not itmpossible!

Look at Jesus Christ Himself! The Scriptures say He
did not sin — yet they teach plainly that at all times
it was entirely possible for Him to sin. Jesus, in the
human flesh, “was in all points tempted like as we are,
yet without sin” (Heb. 4:15). No scripture says that He
could not sin.

So here we have many scriptures showing that it is
NOT IMPOSSIBLE for converted Christians to sin — it was
NOT IMPOSSIBLE even for Jesus! Yet, in I John 3:9, in the
A.V., we have the flat statement that, if and when we
are actually born of Gob, we shall not be able to sin —
IT WILL THEN BE IMPOSSIBLE!

Two Translations

Here, again, the translators had to decide how to
render the verb gennao. And it MUsT be decided by the
meaning in the context as a whole.

Some more modern translations render it “begotten”
supposing the passage is talking about Christians Now
not continuing in indifferent practicing of sin, as they
did before conversion. They know well that it is NoOT
IMPOSSIBLE for a human Christian, Now, to sin. So they
render it in the sense of continuing in the habitual
practicing of sin, once begotten of God.

On the other hand, it also caN be rendered “BORN”
as in the A.V,, without any contradiction.

Notice this, in I John 3:1: “Behold, what manner of
love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should
be called THE soNs oF GobD....Beloved, NOW ARE WE
THE SONS OF Gob, and it doth not yet appear what we
shall be: but we know that, when HE [Christ at His
second coming] shall appear, WE SHALL BE LIKE HIM; for
we shall SEg HIM as he is” (I John 3:1-2).

This is speaking of the time when we shall be spirit
— BORN of God.
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WHAT We Shall Be

Now notice that! Understand wHAT we shall be, when
we are BORN of God! Then, next we shall see — still
further — wHEN we shall be born of God.

This scripture, in this marvelous 3rd chapter of I
John, plainly says that “wE” — meaning begotten,
converted CHRISTIANS — are, now, already, the soNs of
God. Yes, of course, and the tiny embryo, no larger than
a pinpoint in its mother’s womb is, already, the soN (or
daughter) of its human father, even though not yet BORN.

Next, this scripture reveals that “it doth not yet
appear WHAT WE SHALL BE.”

Grasp that! Isn’t it PLAIN? We are, later, to BE
something different. Of course! Although we already are
begotten soNs of God, we are still FLESH — still matter
— still visiBLE. But WHAT WE SHALL BE has not, yet,
appeared. As Jesus explained to Nicodemus, we SHALL
BE immortal sPIRIT. That is what we shall later be!

Bur, this scripture continues — READ IT! — UNDER-
STAND this wonderful, WONDERFUL TRUTH! — we
know that, when HE, Christ, shall appear at His second
coming to earth, WE SHALL BE LIKE Him!

Now what shall HE be like? If you can know that,
you can know what BORN-AGAIN Christians shall then be
like — for they shall be LIKE Him!

What does the GLORIFIED Christ look like? His eyes
blaze forth like flames of fire! His feet glow like finely
burnished brass. His face shines like the SUN, in FULL
STRENGTH — so bright, it would blind your eyes if He
were visible to you now! (Rev. 1:14-16; 19:12-13; Matt.
17:2.)

And THAT is the way vou and I shall look, if and
when we are finally BORN of Gop! These deceived people
who talk about having had a “born-again experience”
certainly don’t look like THAT!

WHEN Born Again?

That tremendous, glorious event of being BORN of
God is to take place AT THE RESURRECTION OF THE JUST
— at the time of Christ’s second coming to earth!
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We are now flesh — vile corruptible flesh subject to
rotting and decay. But at Christ’s coming, when we shall
be born of God, this vile body shall be changed, and made
éxactly like Jesus in His glorified body!

Yes, I know this is probably too wonderful for you
to grasp!

But scripture after scripture piles up on us, confirm-
ing this tremendous truth!

Look at the very resurrection chapter, I Corinthians
15.

The Bible, which is God’s message and instruction
to mankind, nowhere teaches any such thing as the pagan
doctrine of an “immortal soul” going to heaven at death.
It teaches that the soul is mortal and shall die (Ezek.
18:4, 20).

But it does teach the resurrection of the dead.

Now, when? At Christ’s second coming!

“For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all
be made alive. But every man in his own order: Christ
the firstfruits [that was more than 1900 years ago];
afterward they that are Christ’s at his coming” (I Cor.
15:22-23).

That is wHEN — at Christ’s comING! And notice,
Christ is the “firstfruits” — the first of those who have
been human to be BORN oF GoDp by a resurrection from
the dead! The true resurrection from the dead!

What Kind of Body?

Now how? What kind of body? That question is
asked in verse 35. Notice Gop’s answer:

“...That which thou sowest” — bury in the ground
— “thou sowest not that body that shall be” (verse 37).
The MMORTAL body that comes up in the resurrection
will not be this vile, rotting body of material flesh — but
a different body. Continue: “But God giveth it a body
as it hath pleased him.... So also is the resurrection of
the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in
incorruption. ... It is sown a natural body” — that is,
of NATURE — MATERIAL FLESH — “it is raised a SPIRITUAL
BODY” — composed of sPIRIT! “And as we have borne



42 Just What Do You Mean ... BORN AGAIN?

the image of the earthy” —material flesh — of the earth
— earthy (verse 49) — “we shall also bear the image of
the heavenly” — like Gop — like CHRIST in His glorified
body!

The remainder of this passage we have covered earlier.

CHRIST ONLY THE FIRST

I have been the father of two sons. I am human.
They, begotten of ME, were born HUMAN, as I am! When
we are BORN of Gop, we shall be of His VERY FAMILY.
We shall be spIrIT as He is Spirit — immortal as HE is
immortal — divine as He is divine!

WHY does not organized professed “Christianity”
KNOw that? WaY should that seem incredible, impossible,
or even to some like blasphemy?

WaY?

The New Testament of your Bible teaches that truth
all the way through! Jesus taught it! Paul taught it!
Peter taught it! John taught it! The Holy Spirit INSPIRED
IT, repeatedly!

You have seen, in Philippians 3:20-21, how, as stated
just above in I Cor. 15, at Christ’s coming our vile bodies
shall be changed into SPIRIT, made IMMORTAL, fashioned
like Christ’s GLORIFIED BODY. That is when we shall be
BORN of God. And THAT change does not take place in
THIS LIFE! All these sincere people who think they have
been “born again” HAVE NEVER EXPERIENCED THAT
CHANGE!

Now we saw in I Cor. 15:23, that Christ, who was
BORN OF Gob by His resurrection, was the rirsTfruits of
those to be resurrected — those to be BORN AGAIN!

Now believe other scriptures which say the same
thing!

Believe Romans 8:29: “For whom he did foreknow,
he also did predestinate [write for a free booklet on the
meaning of predestination] to be conformed to the IMAGE
of his Son [Christ], that he might be the firstborn among
many brethren.” Christ was born a SoN of God by a
resurrection from the dead (Rom. 1:4). He was only the
first to be so BORN of Gop, of MANY BRETHREN. We are
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to be in His same IMAGE — as He is, Now! We are to
be put on His SAME PLANE — as His BRETHREN — to
be also BORN oF Gop — to become Gop’s sONs!

We are already begoiten sons — IF really converted
— but what we SHALL BE, in the resurrected GLORIFIED
BODY — does not yet APPEAR — cannot yet be seen (I
John 3:1-2).

God is to have MANY soNs born of Him. Of all these,
JESUS was the first to be so BorN. He is the oNLY human
so far BORN of God, though many have already been
BEGOTTEN!

Believe Colossians 1:15, 18: Speaking of Jesus “who
is the IMAGE of the INVISIBLE GoD, the FIRSTBORN of
every creature...the FIRSTBORN from the dead.” Yes,
just the first of many BRETHREN, in the very IMAGE of
bright shining GLORY of the INVISIBLE GoD. And we are
to be conformed to the saAME IMAGE (Rom. 8:29).

[

Will You BELIEVE?

Now will you believe what God says in the book of
Hebrews?

Way should God be concerned about human beings?
From a small airplane we look like little ants down here.
From a jet 5 to 6 miles high, people on the ground have
shrunken so small they can’t be seen. How TINY must
we look to Gop? WuY should He have concern for us?

The question is answered in Hebrews 2, beginning
verse 6. God made man a little lower than angels, but,
in God’s PURPOSE and PLAN, He has CROWNED man, as
He first has Christ, with GLORY and HONOR.

What is the cLORY with which Christ is now CROWN-
ED? A crown denotes KiNGship — rule — authority —
power. Jesus Christ said, just before ascending to heaven,
that ALL POWER in the universe — in heaven and in earth
— had been given to Him.

In Heb. 1:1-3, it is revealed that Christ now is the
BRIGHTNESS of God’s GLORY!

Yes, His eyes like flashing flames of fire — His face
shining bright as the full-strength suN.

Christ’s GLORY is such that now He sustains, upholds,
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controls, every force, energy, and power that exists
EVERYWHERE — supreme POWER over the universe!
Now believe what God says about US! — Hebrews
2:10, “For it became him ... in bringing MANY SONS UNTO
GLORY, to make the captain [margin, Leader, or Prede-
cessor, or Pioneer] of their salvation perfect through
sufferings.” And in verse 11 Jesus calls us His BROTHERS.
Oh, what matchless, transcendent cLORY God pur-
poses for us — when we are BORN AGAIN! Revelation
1:13-17 gives a graphic description of that future glory.

WHY Not Now?

But, as we read in Heb. 2:8, we do not see vET all
this GLORY having been inherited by any but CHRIST.
WHY, then are we not YET born?

Because, when we are, we are to be given such POWERS
to guide, direct, and control, that we must first BE
TRAINED and have the PERFECT sPIRITUAL CHARACTER
developed in us so that we may safely be entrusted with
such vast powers!

God cREATED this universe. He is the REAL Supreme
Ruler! He is not going to turn over that power to rule
to any except those who will rule His way, who will
OoBEY Him, obey His GOVERNMENT, and carry out His
GOVERNMENT, UNDER Him!

So, it is oNLY those that are LED BY God’s Holy
Spirit in His ways who are the sons of God (Rom. 8:14).
And we have to begin OVERCOMING our own self-natures,
the wrong ways of this world which have become fixed
HABIT, and the devil. We must “GrRow in grace and in
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” (II
Peter 3:18).

Yes, even as the unborn, but begotten, human baby
must GROwW from its beginning size no larger than a
pinpoint, fed on physical food, so once we are impregnated
by Gop’s Hovy SpiriT — His LIFE — wE MUST GROW
SPIRITUALLY, fed on the sPIRITUAL FoOoD of God’s Word
the BIBLE, and by PRAYER, and what fellowship is possible
with truly begotten BRETHREN in God’s TRUTH.

And UNLEss we do continue to GROW in spiritual
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character development, more and more LIKE GoD, we
become like the unborn babe that miscarries — or like
an abortion! AND SUCH SHALL NEVER BE BORN OF Gob!

GLORIOUS WORLD TOMORROW

What WONDERFUL, almost INCOMPREHENSIBLE,
GLORIOUS GOOD NEWS!

And the BEST NEWSs is, that the comiNG oF CHRIST
is now drawing VERY NEAR! Just a very few more years!
And then — the PEACEFUL, HAPPY, GLORIOUS WORLD
TOMORROW!

All who Now are begotten sons of God shall then be
BORN — elevated from mortal to IMMORTAL, from de-
caying FLESH to SPIRIT — from HUMAN to DIVINE!

And THAT TRUE BORN-AGAIN EXPERIENCE will be
incomparably more GLORIOUS than the false, vague,
meaningless, so-called “born-again experience” that decei-
ved THOUSANDS think they have had now.

Can your mind grasp what an incredible, transcen-
dent GLORY is the true potential of those who do BELIEVE,
REPENT and OBEY?

But, the scriptures that break before our eyes this
GLORIOUS GOOD NEWS, also warn us to TAKE HEED, and
to MAKE OUR CALLING AND ELECTION SURE! O

ADDITIONAL READING

We have several more booklets and repriats explaining
additional aspects of salvation. They are: Just What Do You
Mean — “the Unpardonable Sin"’? *“Where Is the True Church?”
and What Is a Real Christian? This literature is seat free of
charge as a service in the public interest.

The PLAIN TRUTH

If you are not yet a subscriber to The Plain Truth, the world’s
unique news and human-experience magazine, be sure to request
a free subscription. This magazine includes Bible-based articles,
preaching the true gospel — full strength.




When you read the Bible, do you

find it difficult to understand —
even CONFUSING? You're not
alone if you do. Most people do not
understand the Bible today!

Why?

One major reason is because not a//
the truth on any one subject is found in any one place in the
Bible. To properly UNDERSTAND the Word of God, you
must put together ALL the scriptures on a particular subject.
“"Here a little, and there a little’’! (Isa. 28:10, 13.) And only
when all the scriptures are put together can you really see
what the Bible says.

That's why we offer the Ambassador College Correspon-
dence Course. This unique course of Biblical understanding,
researched and edited by the Ambassador College Depart-
ment of Theology, is a totally different method of Bible study.
It makes the Bible easy to understand. It shows how the
Bible is the FOUNDATION of knowledge. It explains why mil-
lions have totally misunderstood the Bible — why even most
ministers do not understand the Bible.

Each 16-page, illustrated, monthly lesson has been de-
signed to guide you through a systematic, in-depth study of
your own Bible — the Bible is the only textbook. Twelve
subjects of vital importance to you today are thoroughly cov-
ered in the Bible and made clear with the help of this course.
There are no assignments or tests to send in. You review and
evaluate your own progress at home. And there is no tuition
cost to you whatsoever. This course is absolutely free/ Just
write to the following address and ask to be enrolled. You'll
be glad you did.

CORRESPONDENCE COURSE
P. O. Box 111
Pasadena, California 91109

If you live outside the United States, please see the
mailing addresses on next page for the address of our office
nearest you.




Just What Do You Mean ... BORN AGAIN? 47

MAILING ADDRESSES WORLDWIDE:

IN THE UNITED STATES
AMBASSADOR COLLEGE PRESS

P.O. Box 111
Pasadena, California 91109

IN AFRICA IN FRANCE, SWITZERLAND
P.O. Box 1060 AND 'BELGIUM
Johannesburg, Transvaal Le MONDE A VENIR

lic of th i 91, rue de la Servette
Republic of South Africa Case Postale 10

IN THE PHILIPPINES CH-1211 Geneva 7
P.O. Box 1111 Switzerland
Makati, Rizal D-708
IN ISRAEL
IN AUSTRALIA
P O. Box 345 P.O. Box 19111
Notth Sydney, NSW 2060 Jerusalem, Israel
Australia
IN LATIN AMERICA
IN GERMANY

P.O. Box 5-595

Postfach 1324 Meéxico 5, D. F.
(4) Diisseldorf 1

West Germany
IN HOLLAND & BELGIUM
IN CANADA Postbus 496

P.O. Box 44, Sta. A Arnhem, Nederland
Vancouver 1, B.C.

OR
IN FRENCH LANGUAGE IN NEW ZEALAND
Boite Postale 121 P.O. Box 2709
Montréal 3, Québec Auckland 1, New Zealand

IN BRITAIN

P.O. Box 111
St. Albans, Herts.
England
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