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to comprehending this little-known fact lies in the correct
understanding of Genesis 1:1-2.

Something tremendous is indicated to have occurred
between what is stated to have been the original creation
of the earth (verse 1) and the statement in verse 2: “And
the earth was [or as it could be better translated, “had
become”] without form [Hebrew: foAu] and void.” The
Hebrew word foAu means “ruin, confusion, emptiness” (see
any Hebrew-English lexicon). Yet Isaiah 45:18 shows that
God did not create the earth in “vain” (same Hebrew word,
tohu). So something occurred between Genesis 1:1 — the
original creation of the earth — and Genesis 1:2 which
introduces the creation week. What occurred between
events and conditions described in these two verses is
revealed in other biblical passages.

What is described in the seven 24-hour days of Genesis
1:2-31 is actually a new creation and a restoring to order
(see Ps. 104:30). God made the earth a fit habitation for
man.

e “How do we know how many hours were in a
whole day at the time of creation week?”

Theistic evolutionists and even theologians often say
that the “days” described in the first chapter of Genesis
are really “epochs” of time each perhaps representing a
thousand or more years in length. A look at the creation
account and a simple knowledge of nature clearly show
how long they were.

Notice that plants were created on the third day. But
the sun did not shine in full strength on the earth’s surface
until the fourth day. If these “days” were thousands of
years long, then how could the plants have survived all
that time without sunshine? Furthermore, the insects
which pollinate many of these plants were not created
until the sixth day!

Each day of creation week is not some long epoch, but
exactly what the scripture says, a day and night of 24
hours. Each day is an evening and a morning — that is,
nighttime and daytime.

A more complete study of this subject is available in
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our free reprint article “How Long Were the Days of
Creation?”

® “Genesis 2:19 seems to indicate that God created
the beasts of the field after He created Adam. Yet
Genesis 1 definitely implies just the opposite. Would
you explain?”’

Genesis 2, sometimes referred to as ‘“the second
account” of Creation, is a reiteration of Genesis 1 from a
different viewpoint. Genesis 2 emphasizes the reason and
purpose behind the creation of Adam and Eve, and
describes God’s method of creating as well as other condi-
tions extant at the time.

The purpose of verse 19 is not to explain when God
created the animals, but Aow, and to point out Adam’s
responsibility in naming each kind. God used the naming
of these animals as an opportunity to show Adam that he
— unlike the animals — lacked a female counterpart.
Likewise, that is why verses 21-25 only concern themselves
with telling us why and how the woman was created. It’s
obvious that Genesis 1 and 2 both speak of the same
events and they mutually amplify each other. Genesis
1:24-31 tells us that God made mankind and other life
forms on the sixth day. Genesis 2:19 is completely agree-
able with this order of creative events on the sixth day.

e “My granddaughter is eight years old and she
wants to know *‘Where did God come from?’ First, I
would appreciate your giving me an answer.”

As human beings we usually view things purely from
a physical basis alone. We think of everything as having an
origin. And on a strictly physical basis — that’s true.

However, God Almighty is Spirit (John 4:24). And a
spirit being is not bound by laws of time and space. All
physical things have a beginning and an end, but spiritual
things are eternal (II Cor. 4:18).

God Almighty inhabits eternity (Isa. 57:15). He had
no origin. He was “without father, without mother, with-
out descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of
life...” (Heb. 7:3).
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The very Hebrew name for “Lord” in the Old Testa-
ment — YHWH — means “Eternal” or the God that has
always, and will always, exist.

These concepts are explained in greater detail in our
free reprint article — “Has God Eternally Existed?”

e “If God took one of Adam’s ribs in order to create
Eve, why don’t we find men today with one less rib?”

In the 1500s Andreas Vesalius, Doctor of Anatomy,
discovered that both men and women had the same num-
ber of ribs. It had long been assumed that because God
had taken one of Adam’s ribs (Gen. 2:21), that all males —
Adam’s children — had one less rib than women.

Vesalius discovered one of God’s natural laws. Each
kind of life was designed by God to pass on to its offspring
the characteristics God decreed for it at creation. Each
must reproduce “after its kind” (Gen. 1:25).

This is a genetic law from creation. Operations and
accidents do not change the genetics — the inherited
characteristics — of an individual.

For example, male babies are always born uncircum-
cised — even to circumcised male fathers. And a man who
loses an arm in an accident will not have children born
with one arm — barring an unrelated birth defect.

o “Was the forbidden fruit an apple?”

Biblical revelation does not mention the type of fruit
Adam and Eve ate when they partook of the “forbidden
fruit.” Neither does any secular or profane historical
source.

Actually, it is not important to know the identi-
fication of the forbidden fruit. The spiritual principle of
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil is the more
important point to consider today. It is poignantly
revealed in our free booklet Why Were You Born?

e “Please explain Genesis 3:14-15.”

“And the Lord God said unto the serpent,
Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above
all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon



