


W HAT OU R
STUDENTS SAY

" I am a student enrolled in the Ambassador
Co llege Bible Corresponde nce Course. As an
instructor in t he United States Army, and a
wri ter of programmed instruct ional texts, 1 have
yet to come upon a course as unique, inter esting,
and well-planned . Your method of letting the
st udents go to t he ori gin al 'source book ,' t he
Bible, and answer the questions themselves is
fabu lously effective. 1 have received t he first
four lessons of your course and want to t han k
you sincere ly for making t his fine course avai l
able."

- SoS., Colonia l H eigh ts, Virgin ia

" I have to agree wit h you when you say t hat
one should op en the Bible to every scripture
ment ion ed to prove whether it is true. 1 even
used severa l t rans lat ions for some scr iptures
because 1 could not bel ieve that the Bible sa id
t he exact opposite from what 1 had learned and
come to bel ieve. 1 also have to admit that 1 don 't
know of another cor res po ndence course which
cove rs the Bible so tho ro ughly. My prayer and
wishes are that many more will come to the
kn owled ge of the truth through your course."

- St udent , Bayreu th, West Germany

"The material covered t hus far in your corre
spondence course has been beyon d any of my
remotest ex pectations. First, let me say 1 have
spe nt 20 years in Bible st udy and research.
Being as hon est as 1 know how, my knowled ge
leaves much to be desired . As a minister in on e of
the larger den ominations, 1 often teach cla sses of
Biblical st ud ies . Howev er, 1 h ave read and
enjoyed your bookl et s and yo ur up-to-date mag
az ine , The Plai n Tru th . Occasionally 1 am able
to list en to yo ur ra dio broadcasts. They are
always ins piring ."

- P. O., Jackson, Tennessee

How your enrollment
has been paid
Your enrollment Is provided free of charge by the Worldwide Church o f
God. It Is made possible by the voluntary, freely given tithes an d
offerings of the membership of the Church and others w ho ha ve
elected to support the work of the Church. Those who w ish t o volun 
tarily aid and support this worldwide work of God are g ladly w elc omed
as co-workers in this major effort to preach and publi sh the Go sp el to
all nations.
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I s th e grave reall y th e end of i t
all? Or is man indeed an "im 
mortal soul" that lives on for

ever? M ost th eologians cla im that death is merely t he separa t ion of
body and "soul." Yet science has no evidence either for or against
th e existence of an immorta l soul. Wh ere can we fi nd concl usi ve
answers? Even though it has become fashionable to cla im th ere are
no absolutes, t h is lesson gives the absolute , concrete truth-from
the B ib le! Learn th e answers to the agonizing qu esti ons about
death wh ich have puzzled mankind for millennia.
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Just What IS Man?
Is man an immortal soul in a material body? Is death the separa
tion of body and soul? What REALLY happens to a person at
death? These questions have puzzled mankind for thousands of
years. Study the surprising ANSWERS in this revealing lesson!

D EATH is a realit y ! Though many like to shove
it from their minds to escap e having to think
about it, death is real. It is the inevitable

conse quence of being alive!
Reli gious people often picture death as the ines

capable final plunge into the unknown-into the
" next world" with its heaven, hell or purgatory.

What is t his thing called life, and DEATH? Isn 't it
about t ime we finally learned wha t man really IS ,

and what hope the re is of life after death?

Do You Have an Immortal Soul?

The ancient philosophers taught that man is
essentially an imm ortal spiritual "soul" housed in a
te mpora ry body of flesh- that the real man is not

the body, but an invisible, immateri al " immortal
soul" that t hinks, hears, sees and will consciously
live on forever.

At death, according to the speculat ion of the
an cients, the soul leaves the body and journeys to a
nebulous realm, possibl y paradi se or a pla ce of
punishment. The body, they observed, goes to the
grave .

Some Oriental philosophers spec ulate d that the
souls of the departed go into ot her bodies after
death and live as animals, birds, sna kes, even trees
or gnats - or perhaps as human bein gs. This doc
t rine, called "tra nsmigration of souls" or " reincar
nat ion ," has even gained some acce ptance in t he
Western world.

Bu t what is t he au thority for t hese beliefs? Is

WHAT IS DEATH? - Although everyone is subject to death, it is difficult for the living to face the los s of a
friend or loved one-especially without the understanding of what death really is .
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Universlly Pnnts. £3oslon

SOCRATES (c . 470-399 B.C .) -Con
suited the Egyptians about immortal sou l
te ach ings .

Yeshiva Umversitv

PLATO (c . 427-347 B.C .) -Famous stu
dent of Socrates , Plato taught that death
is the separation of body and soul.

Umversstv Prmts . Boston

VIRGIL (c . 70-19 B.C.) -Popularized the
immortal sou l conc ept throughout th e
Roman World.

th ere any Bibli cal basis for such doctrines? Where
did they come from? Where did the Christ ian
professing churc hes acquire their present teachin gs
about the immortality of the soul?

Consider this revealing statement from the J ew
ish Encyclopedia: "The belief that the soul contin
ues it s existence aft er t he dissolu ti on of the
body"-after death- "is a matter of philosophical
or theological spec ulat ion ra ther than of simple
fai th , and is accordingly nowhere express ly taught
in the Holy Scrip ture" (from article, " Immortality
of t he So ul," vol. VI, p. 564-emphasis ours
throughout lesson).

Inherited From Pre-Christi an World

This same ar ticle cont inues: "T he belief in the
immortality of the soul came to th e Jew s from
contact with Greek thought and chiefly through
the phil osophy of Plato, its principal exponent,
who was led to it through Orphic and Eleusinian
mysteries in which Babylonian and Egypt ian views
were stra ngely blended" (p. 566).

The doctrine of the immortality of the soul,
according to this respected encyclopedia, came
fr om pre-Christian Gr eek philosophers who
acq uired it from pagan Egypt and Babylon!

Noti ce what Herodotus, the famous Greek histo 
rian who lived in the fifth century before Je sus,
admitted: "T he Egyptians were also th e first that
asserted that the soul of man is immortal . . . . This
opinion some among the Greeks have at different
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THESE MEN TAUGHT IMA4
periods of t ime adopted as their own" (Euterpe,
chapter 123).

It was the Greek Socrates who trave led to Egypt
and consulted the Egyptians on this very teaching.
After his return to Greece, he impar ted the concept
to Plato, his most famous pupil. Compare the pr es
ent-day doctrine of most churc hes with what Plato
wrote in his book, The Ph aedo:

"The soul whose inseparable attribute is life will
never admit of life's opposite, death. Thus the soul
is shown to be immortal, and since imm ortal,
inde structible... . Do we believe there is such a
thing as death? To be sure . And is this anything
but the separat ion of the soul and body? And bein g
dead is the attainment of this separat ion, when the
soul exists in her self and separate from the bod y,
and th e body is parted from th e soul. That is
death. ... Death is mer ely the sepa ration of soul
and body" (see Loeb Classical Library edition
1977; pp. 223, 235, 363-367).

Sounds a lot like the teachin g of many modern
churches, doesn 't it ?

You were probably taught that this same doc
t r ine was totally Christian. You undoubt edl y
assumed it came straight from the Bible-but it
did not , as you will see for yourse lf.

After Plato came Aristotle, who perp etu ated the
theory. Then the poet Virgil (70-19 B.C.) popular
ized it throughout the Roman World .

Ambassador College Bibl e Correspondence Course



Culver Pictures

ORIGEN (C. A.D. 185- 254) -Joined Pla 
to's immortal soul tea ching s with ce rta in
port ions of the Bibl e.

Histoticst Pictures Service

TERTULLIAN (c. A.D. 160-230)-lnfluen
tial teacher of the immortal soul doctrine
at c lose of the second century .

Culver Pictures

AQUINAS (A .D. 1225-1274)-Stamped
the immortal soul doctrine permanently on
professing Chr istianity.

rORTALITY OF THE SOUL
But how did this concept beco me a funda mental

doctrine of t he vast majority of professin g Chris
tians?

Later Labeled "Christian"

T he int rod uct ion of t his superstit ion into the
churches was a gra dua l process which too k centu
ries. T he ea rly "c hurc h fathe rs" disagreed on this
subject. As lat e as A.D. 160, J ustin, the philosopher 
turned -professing-Christian, wrote:

"But our J esus Christ, bein g cruc ified, and dead,
and having ascended to heaven, reigned, and by
those things which were publish ed in Hi s nam e
among all nations by t he apostles, there is joy
offered to those who expect the immortality prom
ised by Him" (Ante-Nicene Fat hers, vol. I, p. 176) .
Man y of t hese men indeed kn ew t hey did not ha ve
im mortality within themselves .

Origen, an early Catholic teache r in Alexandria ,
Egypt, join ed t he speculations of Plato with certain
parts of t he Bible and ca lle d h is philosophy
neotneiol-Platonism. Her e is what Origen wrote
around A.D. 200: "Souls are immortal, as God Him 
self is eternal and immortal "! He ope nly pr ofessed
to be a true "Platonist, who believed in t he immor
ta lity of the soul" (Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol. IV,
pp. 314, 402).

Anothe r influential teacher at t he close of t he
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seco nd century was T er tullian of P hoe nician North
Africa. He wrote: "For some things are kn own,
even by nature: t he immortali ty of t he soul, for
instan ce, is held by many.. . . I may use, the refo re,
the opinion of Plato, when he declar es: 'EVERY SOUL
IS IMMORTAL' " (ibid ., vol. III, p. 547).

And so the personal ideas of t hese influential
men helped mold t he thinking of the entire Chris
t ian-professing world .

Bu t a few Catholic wri ters and teachers as late as
the t ime of Constantine (A.D. 280-337) condemned
t he cha nge in doct rine from Christ's teachings to
those of Plato. Here is the remonstrati on of Arn o
bius agains t those who were bein g " carried away
with an ext ravagant opinion of themselves that
souls are immortaL . . . Will you lay aside your
habitual arrogance, 0 men, who cla im God as your
Father, and maintain tha t you ar e immortal just as
He is?" (ibid., vol. VI, p. 440.)

Aft er t he time of Empe ror Cons tantine-who
forced t he Roman Empire to acce pt one universal
faith-Augustine, another writer of North African
extraction, "sanctified" t he doct rin e of t he immor
tality of t he soul in his boo k, Th e City of God.
Along came other write rs-all influen ced by the
writ ings of Plato, Aristotle and Virgil-who domi
nat ed the philosophy of Western "Christian" t he
ology during t he early Middle Ages.

F ina lly, Thomas Aquinas (A.D. 1225-1274), It al 
ian scho lastic teacher and t heo logian, stamped t he
doctrine of the immortality of the soul permanent
ly on t he Christian-professing world.
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MARTIN LUTHER-Luther's futi le efforts to eradi 
cate the immortal sou l concept we re soon fo rgotten
by the Protestant movement.

But not only did this doctrine become religious
dogma in t he medi eval world, th ose who rejected
this idea becam e branded as heretics!

Finally Imposed by Force

Just before t he Protest an t Reformation , the
Lateran Council of 1513 issued this de cree:

"Whereas some have dared to assert concerning
the nature of the reasonable soul that it is mortal ,
we, with t he approbat ion of the sacred council, do
conde mn and reprobate all those who asse rt that
t he intellectual soul is mor tal , see ing, acco rding to
t he cano n of P op e Cleme nt V, t hat t he soul
is .. . immor tal . . . and we decree tha t a ll who
ad he re to like erro neous assertions sha ll be
shunned and punish ed as heret ics."

That meant that any who taught the truth were
to be turned over to the civil authorit ies for punish
ment. And t he punishment was usually severe!

The Original Protestant View

During the Reformati on , some early Protest an ts
tried to cast off t he doctrine of t he immortali ty of
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the soul. Mar tin Luther declared that the Bible did
not teach the immortality of the soul (De fense,
Proposition No. 27). "Luther held that t he soul
died with the body, and that God would hereaft er
ra ise both the one and the ot her" (Historical View,
p . 344).

How different were Luther's first teachings from
Protestant doctrine today! Here are Luther's own
words, expressed about the year 1522:

" It is probable, in my opinion, that, with very
few except ions, indeed , the dead sleep in utter
insensibili ty t ill the da y of judgment . . . . On what
authority can it be said that the souls of t he dead
may not sleep . .. in the same way that t he living
pass in pr ofound slumber the interval between
the ir downlying at night and their uprisin g in the
morning? " (F ro m Mi chelet' s Life of Luther ,
Bohn's edit ion, p. 133.)

Luther's origina l teachings have never ceased to
embarrass Protestant theologian s who have since
readopted t he teachings of ancient Egypt and
Greece.

William T yndale, t he printer of t he first New
Testament in English and another of the Reform
ers, wrote t he following: " In putting departed
souls in heaven , hell , or purgatory you destroy
the ar gum en ts wherewith Christ and P aul prove
the resurrecti on . . . . The t rue fait h putteth the
resurrection; th e heathen philosophers, denying
that, did put that sou ls did ever live. . . . If the
soul be in heaven , tell me what cause is there for
the resurrecti on?"

That's a very good qu esti on!
T he Protestan t Reform ers found t he peopl e

unwilling to change t hei r belief. Gradua lly, the
Refo rmers th emselves gave in to popular t radi
t ion-tradit ion which has its roots in pagan philos
ophy and spec ulation! And so most churchgoers
today believe the doctrine of the immortality of the
soul simply becau se t hey have unquestioningly
embraced the speculat ions which have been passed
down from ancient pagan philosophers!

The Apostle P aul wrote about this very kind of
spec ulation: "Beware lest any man spo il you
through philosophy and vain deceit, afte r the t ra
dit ion of men , after the rudiments"- fundamental
concepts-"of the world, and not after Christ"
(Col. 2:8).

The Bible, as we shall soon see, is NOT th e sour ce
of the widely-a ccepted belief in the immortality of
th e soul. Sur prising as it may seem to some, the
Bibl e plainly teaches that man is mortal-physi
cal- fleshly-of the du st . And when he dies, he
returns to du st. Let's look into the Bible and PRO VE

what it really says!

Amb assador College Bible Correspo nde nce Course



LESSON 5
Does Science Have the Answer?

Is man an immortal soul in a mater ial body?
What does science have to say about it ?

Absolute ly noth ing!
Science simply has no evide nce eit her for or

against the existence of an imm ortal soul. Scie nce
deals only with physical , ma terial substances and
phenomena-physical matter and energy. Modern
science is limited entire ly to t he MATERIAL world
that can be weighed and measur ed- to that which
can be perceived by the five sens es.

The spirit ua l is complete ly outside t he rea lm of
ph ysical science and is t her efore not subject to t he
"scient ific method ." Science cannot measure
hence canno t reveal- an y life apart from matter.
And so all that ma n can kn ow (apart from divine
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revela t ion) is material. But what science ha s
learned can never theless help immensely in under
sta nding the composit ion of man .

Science has discovered that all living matter , in
it s simplest form, is pr otoplasm-a fluid substance
which composes the " living stuff" of the cells of
bot h plan ts and animals, as well as man.

This mu ch also is defini t ely known: Individuals
who "died" on t he operating table and the n were
rev ived t hrough hear t massage or other means,
usually rememb er absolute ly nothing about the
interve ning ti me ! They " went" nowher e! They
were simply unconscious . However , some who were
declared " clinically dead " hav e described sights
and/or sounds which caused the m to conclude t hat
they had glimpsed somet hing of t he "aft erlife."
J ust as some dreaming is compressed in to a very

7



"Typical" Anima l Cell

--
Cell
Wall

Chloroplast

THE STRUCTURES OF A CELL

\oott----Mitochondrion----+-:

:'Ht----Goigi Bodies----H

---'F--::ift-----Vacuole---~~-

'Ia![ m---Cell Membrane

"'*I------Nucleus----t-----"l
~I-ffi-----Nucleolus---+--

:.H+- - Nuclear Membrane--\----,.".e:::.::::o..,n
'~I:,f-ll+----Chromatin---~"'--~

-~~~+--Endopl(]smic Reticulum----:;.....-=::..-.J,~

~~f+----Ribosomes----_f_---'-

-H---- Cytoplasm----.......;.......-

(ffiA~ Lysosome

.....- - ---:If- Centrioles

LIVING CELLS-Science can look into the smallest living unit of lif e, iden ti fy, and even exp er iment wi th the
var ious component parts . But sci ence cannot detect any life ap art from alr ead y living physical matter.

brief t ime, so also t hese people were merely dr eam 
ing or hallucinating in this twilight state at the
brink of death.

Science simply has no evide nce of an " immortal
soul" in man . Eve n t he experiences of people on
t he operating ta ble who "died" te mpora rily pr o
vide no conclusive evide nce of an imm ortal soul
that leaves the body.

Where, then, can we find reliabl e evide nce one
way or the ot her?

What IS Man?

T he Bible is the FOUNDATION of knowledge. In it
the Creator God has revealed mu ch kn owledge tha t
is tota lly beyo nd man 's abili ty to discover for him 
self- includ ing the knowl ed ge and understanding
of what ma n is, as well as what he is to become.

Let 's not assume. Let 's look into t he Bibl e to see
what man really is.

1. Of what d id Jesus Christ say man is com
posed? Jo hn 3:6, first par t. And is that which is
" born of spi rit" of a totally differen t compos it ion?
Sa me verse .

COMMENT: Man is composed of flesh. Jesus
plainly says th at if one is born of (and t here fore
compose d of) flesh , he cannot also at t he same t ime
be born of (compose d of) spirit. He mu st be one or
the ot he r! So this verse alone is strong evidence
that man is not an imm or tal spiritua l "soul" tha t
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lives in a body of mort al flesh and blood. But let 's
continue.

2. Was t he Apostle Paul an immortal soul
clothed with a body of flesh- or did he speak of
him self and his fiesh as being synony mous? Rom.
7:18.

COMMENT: Paul did not dist ingui sh between
himself and his flesh in t his verse . He ind icated
t hey were one an d the sa me. (We will study some of
P aul 's ot her statements Iater. )

In orde r to understand whether ma n has an
imm ortal soul, let's go back to the creation of t he
first man to see exac tly what happened.

The Creation of Man

God created the first man. And He te lls us what
He mad e him from so t here would be no doubt as to
what we really are. Here is that account as revealed
in the Bible:

1. Out of what did God form man ? Gen. 2:7.
Notice that it was the ma n-not just t he body
that was formed.

2. Was it the whole man- "thou "- that was
compose d of du st? Gen. 3:19.

COMMENT: Ada m was mad e from, and the refore
compose d of, earth!

3. Wh at would eventually happen to the con
scious man ? Same verse, last par t.

4. Afte r God had formed t he man and made

Ambass ad or Co llege Bible Corr esp ond ence Course



every cell in his body, what did He do to give him
life? Gen. 2:7.

COMMENT: God blew air-"the breath of life"
containing oxygen-into the man's lungs through
his nostrils, and the man began to live! The verse
does not say that God breathed an immortal soul
into the man.

5. Does the same "breath of life" also pass
through the nostrils of animals? Gen. 7:21-22. Is it
the breath of life that is cut off when a human
being or an animal drowns? Verse 23. Then the
source of life in man and animals is the same, isn't
it?

COMMENT: If the "breath of life" even remotely
referred to an immortal soul, then animals, birds
and even insects-gnats, fleas, mosquitoes, etc. 
would all have immortal souls!

What Kind of "Soul"?

1. When God had breathed the breath of life
into Adam's nostrils, what did the man become?
Gen. 2:7, last part.

COMMENT: Man does not have a soul-man IS a
"soul"! The original Hebrew word for "soul" is
nephesh. Bagster's Analytical Hebrew and Chal
dee Lexicon defines it as "breath," and "anything
that breathes, an animal." It can also refer to a
"person," or even "one dead, a dead body." In
Genesis 1:21, 24; 2:19; 9:10,12,15,16 and Leviticus
11:46, the same word nephesh is translated "crea
ture" when referring to animals.

And so man is a SOUL. Notice that the word
nephesh is translated as "dead body" or "the
dead" in Leviticus 19:28; 21:1; 22:4; Numbers 5:2;
6:11 and 9:6, 7, 10. The "soul," then, is merely an
air-breathing entity that is subject to death and
decay. It is not immortal!

The soul is composed of the "dust of the
ground"-it is material, not spiritual. It is matter.
When man breathes, he is a "living soul." When
man ceases to breathe, he becomes a nonliving or
dead soul. That's what the Bible reveals.

2. Can the "soul" die? Ezek. 18:4, 20. If the soul
were immortal-eternal-could it die? Is man
plainly said to be "mortal"? Job 4:17.

COMMENT: Since man is a soul, and the soul is
mortal-then man is mortal, subject to death. That
is why the Scriptures refer to human beings as
"mortal man."

3. Was Adam subject to death? Gen. 2:17, last
part. Was it the body only that would die, or was it
the whole conscious man-Adam-"thou"-that
would die? Same verse.

4. What one thing befalls both man and beast?

Lesson 5

Eccl. 3:19. Is this because both have the same tem
porary source of life-the air we breathe? Same
verse.

5. Do all men and animals alike go to the same
place at death? Eccl. 3:20.

COMMENT: When an animal dies, it is dead.
When man dies, he is completely dead, too. And all
men and animals become dust once again.

6. Now what does Ecclesiastes 3:21 ask?
COMMENT: The Hebrew word ruach, translated

"spirit" in this verse, also means air, wind, breath.
It is translated 28 times as "breath" in the King
James Version. Three examples are Genesis 6:17;
7:15 and Lamentations 4:20. It is also translated 90
times as "wind." Thus we can see that ruach has a
very broad meaning, and may be applied to a wide
variety of things whose common denominator is
invisibility. It may mean "attitude" as well as
"spirit," and with the word "holy" preceding, it
means the Holy Spirit of God.

Solomon asks, therefore, since the same event
death-occurs to both man and beast, "Who knows
whether a man's ruach goes up or whether a beast's
goes downward?"

Although the same death befalls both, the Bible
reveals there is a vast difference between man and
beast, as we will shortly see-and that difference
does not have to do with any "immortal soul."

What Is the Life of Man?

Man IS a living, breathing MORTAL creature-a
nephesh, or living soul in whose nostrils is air.
Have you ever wondered what happens to the
breath of air that goes into your lungs?

When you take a breath of air, it passes through
your trachea, into the lungs and into little pockets
or sacs called alveoli. There oxygen is absorbed
from the air and goes into the bloodstream. As the
blood flows through the blood vessels from the
lungs on the way back to the heart, and then is
pumped again throughout the body, the oxygen is
carried by the red blood cells throughout the body
to the individual cells. Each of your 60 trillion cells
uses oxygen to "burn" the food you eat to create
the energy needed to power your organs and mus
cles and to maintain body heat. The life of man
clearly depends on the blood, and the blood needs
the breath of life to keep the body alive.

1. According to the Bible, is the life of man and
animals found in the bloodstream-or in an
immortal soul? Lev. 17:11, 14. Does Deuteronomy
12:23 corroborate this?

COMMENT: In these verses, the Hebrew word
nephesh is translated "life." Thus nephesh (or
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soul) can refer either to the fleshly man, or the life
of man which depends on his blood.

2. Did Christ make His "soul" an offering for
sin? Isa. 53:10. How did He accomplish this? Verse
12.

COMMENT: Christ voluntarily offered up His
body to be crucified and allowed His life's blood
("soul") to be poured out!

How clear that when a man ceases to breathe the
breath of life, his heart stops beating and circulat
ing his life's blood, and he dies. But then what
happens?

Is There Life After Death?

1. After a person dies-becomes lifeless-does
he still have a conscious existence because of an
immortal soul? Eccl. 9:5; Ps. 146:4.

COMMENT: Since the Bible states plainly that the
dead are not conscious of anything, we can logically
conclude that man does not have an immortal soul
which is conscious and aware of things happening
around it after death!

2. Are the dead able to praise God? Ps. 115:17.
COMMENT: If dead Christians had immortal

souls, wouldn't they be praising God after they
died, thankful to be with Him in paradise? Here,
then, is more concrete evidence that human beings
do not have immortal souls.

3. Is there any remembrance of God in death?
Ps.6:5.

COMMENT: Death is the opposite of life. Death is
the CESSATION of all activity-the end of life! That
is the reason dead people remember or do nothing.
How clear!

4. Is the "soul" something which can be
destroyed? Matt. 10:28. Then didn't Jesus plainly
show that the soul of man is not immortal? Let's
understand exactly what Jesus was talking about.

COMMENT: There are those who use this scripture
to support the widespread belief of the immortality
of the soul. Yet this verse plainly says the soul is
something that can be destroyed in hell! Thus,
whatever this "soul" is, it could NOT be immortal!

The New Testament Greek word here translated
"soul" is psuche. The Greek psuche simply means
"life," "existence," just as does the Old Testament
Hebrew word nephesh.

In Matthew 10:28, the word soul refers to life
that man cannot permanently destroy-but which
God can. What kind of life could this be? Obvious
ly life which God RESTORES by a resurrection!

Man cannot permanently destroy a life that God
renews by a resurrection. Although men may kill
their physical bodies, said Jesus, true Christians
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know that men cannot take from them eternal life
which God has promised to give them at the resur
rection. But GOD can permanently destroy all pos
sibility of eternal life. How? By casting a physi
cally resurrected person into the "lake of fire" to
be utterly consumed-never to be resurrected
again. This is the ultimate penalty of sin (Rom.
6:23)-eternal death!

The book of Luke makes the meaning plainer:
"But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear
him, which AFTER he hath killed hath power to cast
into hell ..." (Luke 12:5). God not only has the
power to take our present physical life, but also has
the power to resurrect us and-if we have proven
to be disobedient and incorrigible-to cast us into
the lake of fire from which there will be NO future
resurrection! (Rev. 20:14-15; 21:8.)

Is Man Merely an Animal?

Since man does not have an immortal soul, does
this mean he is just an animal-here today and
gone tomorrow? Not at all!

What is it that makes man different from the
animals? Let's understand the amazing truth!

1. Were animals created in God's image-or
were they created each after its own kind? Gen.
1:21, 24, 25. But was man created in the "image"
and "likeness" of GOD? Verses 26-27. Was man to
rule over all other creatures? Verse 26.

COMMENT: The Hebrew words of Genesis 1:26-27
reveal God's great plan and ultimate purpose for
mankind! When God molded Adam of the dust, he
was shaped in the "likeness"-the outward form
and shape-of God Himself. God didn't form any
of the other creatures to be clay replicas of Him
self. This unique form and shape was given to
humans alone!

Notice again that God said, "Let us make man in
our image.. . ." The Hebrew indicates far more
than merely the outward form and shape of God.
"Image" also refers to mind and character! God
intended for man-to whom He gave a thinking,
reasoning mind-to develop the very mind and
character of GOD!

Each animal was created with a brain suited for
its animal kind. But animals do not have the poten
tial of MIND and CHARACTER which God gave only to
man. No animal was ever given the gift of mind
power!

It is this very special attribute of MIND AND
CHARACTER that separates men from animals!

Animals do not have reasoning, self-conscious
minds. Animals follow instinctive habit patterns in
their feeding, nesting, migration and reproduction.

Ambassador College Bible Correspondence Course



God has " progra mmed" their brain s, so to spea k,
with par t icular instinctive aptitudes . Thus beavers
build dams, birds build nests, etc . These aptit udes
are inherited-they are not the resul t of logical
cognit ive processes.

Consider the thousands of birds that flock south
each year as winter approaches in the north ern
hemisphere. They don 't sto p to " reason" why, th ey
don 't ask themselves wheth er they should, they
don 't "plan" an it inerary for the trip! At the appro
priate t ime-as if signa led by the pre set alarm of a
clock-they leave their summer feeding grou nds in
the north and trave l ma ny thousands of miles
south. Scientists don't fully understand how or
why- th ey merely observe the operation of this
amazing animal instinct .

Each species or kind of bird builds a different
type of nest, feeds on differen t foods, and man y
migra te at differen t times to different places. But
none of these actions is planned by the birds. They
are merely the capab ility and proclivity which
Almighty God bui lt into the instinct of these birds
at creat ion.

But man is vastly different. Man is able to per
ceive an d un derstand various ways to do anyone
thing. Man reasons from knowledge, draws conclu
sions, makes decisions, can act according to a
thought-out plan.

Each man may build a different house, eat many
differen t foods-live an ent irely different way of
life from other men. If a man wants to change his
way of life he can! Man is not subject to inst inct.
He is not governed by a set of pre-determined
habit patterns as an ima ls are .

Man can choose- he has free moral agency. He
can devise codes of conduct and exercise self-disci
pline. Man can originate ideas and evaluate mate
rial knowledge because he has a MIND which is
pa tterned after God's own mind! Man can devise,
plan , and bring his plans to fruition because he has
been given some of the very creat ive powers of
God!

Man alone can wonder, "Why was I born ? What
is life? What is death? Is there a purpose in human
existence?" Man , unlike the animals, not only
" knows" how to do certain th ings, but he also
KNOWS he knows-that is, he is aware that he has
" knowledge." He is conscious of the fact . He is
self-conscious, aware of his own existence as a
unique being.

The attributes of mind and character mak e man
God's UNIQUE physical creation. God has shared
some of His own qualities with mankind and
intends that man deve lop the " image" of GOD'S
perfect mind and holy character!

Le sson 5

WHY THE DIFF ERENCE?- God-give n human
mind and animal instinct meet for a turtl e 's -eye view
of life!

What Makes Ma n' s Mind Unique ?

Many animals have physical bra ins as large or
even larger tha n man 's brain, and with similar
cerebral cortex comp lexity-but none has t he
powers of intellect , logic, self-consciousness and
creativity as man does.

What gives man 's bra in these unique abi lit ies?
And what will God use, after the death and com

plete dissolution of the physical body and brain, to
reprodu ce each individual at the resurrect ion?

1. Since man has no immortal soul within him
which enables him to live on apart from his bod y
after death (remember man is a MORTAL soul), does
the Bible speak of a "spirit IN man"? Job 32:8;
Zech. 12:1; I Cor. 2:9-14. Notice espec ially verse 11
of I Corinthians 2. Is this spirit " in" man clearly
distinguished from the Holy Spirit of God? Sa me
verses in I Corinthians chapter 2.

COMMENT: This spirit is not the man-it is spirit
essence from God that is IN th e man. Joined with
th e physical brain of the man, it form s the human
MIND. It imparts to man's brain his uniqu e powers
of intellect and personali ty-the abili ty to think
rationa lly and make free will decisions. It imparts
the ab ility to learn mathematics, lan guages or
other types of physical knowledge.

1 1



EVOLVING INSTINCT?-Some believe wildl ife
develop ed inst inc t gradually. But until the time
instinct be came fully developed , migratory birds
must have rel ied on tr avel ag ents and navigational
aids!

But that is all! The spirit that is IN man has no
consc iousness of itself. It is not an " immorta l soul."
This spirit is not " the man."

Because of this sp iritua l element, the Bibl e oft en
uses the word "s pirit" simply to mean man 's mind,
inte lligence, attitude . T o disti nguish this "s pir it in
man " from mere physical breath, t he book of J ob
continues in context to use two sepa rate Hebrew
words- rua ch for spirit, neshamah for breath (Job
33:4; 34:14).

2. Wh en a person dies, does this totally non
consc ious "s pirit in man" return to God who gave
it? Ecc!. 12:7.

COMMENT: T his spirit in eac h individual , of
necessity, does more than merely impart the power
of intellect to t he physical brain. It becomes a
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spiritual " recording" and " mold" of the entire per 
son-even to preserving memory , kn owledge, char
acter and outward appearance. And so when a per 
son dies, that spirit "recording" returns to God and
is "filed" away until the t ime God will "replay" it
to bring about the resurrection of the identical
personali ty to life and consc iousness. Yet while
filed away, it has no consc iousness of its own.

Why haven 't you heard this t ruth before? Sim
ply becau se the whole world has been DECEIVED!

3 . Can the human mind-having only this "spir
it of man "-understand t he spirit ual t hings of
God? I Cor. 2:11. What must be added before a
man can comprehend spiritua lly- revealed knowl
edge? Same verse .

COMMENT: The spiritual cannot be seen with the
eye, heard with the ear, felt with the hands. The
human mind, which can receive knowledge only
through the physical senses, can never really com
prehend spiritual concepts and principles without
the Holy Spirit of God . Your Bible shows t hat the
greatest minds cannot really come to know and
understand SPIRITUAL truths with the ir natural
minds.

Just as surely as no anima l brain - such as that
of a cow, for example-can comprehend or under 
sta nd human affair s, so no human mind can hav e
comprehension of spirit ual things on the divine
plane unl ess and until it has received the Holy
Spirit of God! (Mo re about the function and receiv
ing of t he Holy Spirit will be covered in a forthcom
ing lesson. )

Origin of the " Big Lie "

The truth about th e "s pirit in man" is so impor 
tant t ha t Satan tried to twist , warp and perver t it
lon g ago. He clouded the minds of men and
deceived them into believing his " big lie" as far
back as the t ime of Adam and Eve.

In the Garden of Eden, Sa ta n deceived Eve .
Noti ce what happened:

1. What did Satan tell Eve? Gen. 3:4.
COMMENT: Here was the origin of t he " immortal

ity of the soul" doctrine believed by so many today!
Satan to ld Eve she would " not sure ly die"-in
ot he r words, she had an " immortal soul" that
would live forever . Eve swallowed this lie-hook,
line and sinker!

2. Has Satan deceived the WHOLE world? Rev.
12:9.

COMMENT: The devil has deceived the whole
world on nearly every point of God's t ruth! And
virtually the en tire world today believes some vari
ation of t he ancient " big lie." Milli ons have been
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COMPUTER COMPLEXITY-The above incredibly small and
complex microprocessor "chip" (about one-fourth inch square)
is an integral part of a modern computer. Yet even th e latest in
computer technology is vast ly inferior to the information storage
and process ing ab ilities of the human mind .

deluded into believing in reincarnation or the
tran smi gration of souls as a result of the false doc 
trine of an ever-living soul.

Satan ha s deceived the world with a COUNTER
FEIT doctrine-a doctrine which perverts the truth
about the "s pirit in man." With his cunning coun
terfeit, Satan has withheld from the minds of BIL

LIONS the truth about the "spirit in man," and the
need for a resurrection from the dead!

Not Y et Immortal!

We have clearly seen that the Bible does not
t each the immortality of the soul. What, then, does
the Bible teach about immortality?

1. According to I Timothy 6:15-16, who has
immortality inherently?

2. Is God also incorruptible? I Tim. 1:17.
COMMENT: The Greek word translated " immor

tal " here is aphthartos , meaning "incorruptible."

Lesson 5

God is incorruptible. Man is not.
3. Now turn to I Corinthians 15:53 and 54. Do

these verses say that man is already immortal?
What must man put on? Verse 53. Wh en will man
be "clot hed" with immortality? Verse 52. Does this
happen at t he time of the resurrection when Christ
returns to earth? I Thes. 4:16.

4. Who brought to mankind the knowl edge of
how to receive eternal life and immortality (incor 
ruption)? II Tim. 1:10. Doesn 't this verse plainly
show that immortality is somet hing man does not
already have? Then is the Gospel also the good
news about how to receive immortality? Same
verse.

5. Is immortality to be sought for? Rom. 2:7. Is
eternal life a free gift bestowed on those who seek
immortality? Same verse and Romans 6:23.

6. Was David, King of Israel, st ill alive as an
immortal soul after he died? Acts 2:29, 34. Will he
be raised from the dead? Jer. 30:9.
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BREATHTAKING TRANSFORMATION-Even more wonderful and awesome than the metamorphosis of a
caterpillar into a butterfly will be the change of humans into divine spirit beings at the resurrection!

Why a Resurrection?

If man were an immortal soul in a material
body-and if the death of the body released the
soul-then there would be no need for a resur
rection to immortal life. Man would merely con
tinue living after death. But the very fact
that the Bible teaches the resurrection from the
dead is furth er proof that man does not have an
immortal soul!

1. If Christ had not risen from the dead, would
faith in a future life by a resurrection be all in vain?
I Cor. 15:14-17. If there will be no resurrection,
have those who are dead in their graves peri sh ed
forever ? Verse 18.

2. However, did Christ Himself warn that the
unregenerate-unrepentant-man is to perish?
Luke 13:3, 5. If man were an immortal soul, could
he actually "perish"? (See in your dictionary that
the word "perish" means to CEASE living.)

3. Who will hear the voice of the Son of God at
the resurrection? John 5:25. Do they then "rise"? I
Thes.4:16.

COMMENT: The dead cannot " hear" unl ess they
are first restored to life! The dead are pictured
throughout the Bible as being asleep in their
graves, awaiting the day of the resurrection. Notice
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Jesus' words when describing the death of Lazarus,
the brother of Mary and Martha:

" 'Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I
may awake him out of sleep.' Then said his disci 
ples , 'Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well.' Howbeit
Jesus spake of hi s death: but they thought that he
had spoken of taking of rest in sleep. Then said
Jesus unto them plainly, 'Lazarus is dead' " (John
11:11-14).

Death is pictured as a sleep. Death, like sleep, is
a condition in which people are not conscious and
from which they can be "awakened"! Notice the
plain evidence of Script ur e:

"And many of them that s leep in the dust of the
earth shall awake" (Dan. 12:2). "And the grave s
were opened; and many bodies of the saint s which
slep t arose" (Matt. 27:52). "And when thy da ys be
fulfilled ," said God to David, "and thou shalt sleep
with thy fathers ... " (II Sam. 7:12).

Death is described as a sleep dozens of times in
the Bible when referring to the kings of Israel and
Judah! " David slept with his fathers . . . " (I Kings
2:10). Notice that it does not say "the body slept
while the soul was conscious." It plainly says, "Da
vid slept ." It was the consciou s person who fell
"asleep" in death!

In the following verses the same expression is
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used to describe death. Look up each one and see
for yourself that death is compared to a sleep: I
Kings 11:21, 43; 14:20, 31; 15:8, 24; 16:6, 28; 22:40,
50; II Kings 8:24; 10:35; 13:9, 13; 14:16, 22, 29; 15:7,
22, 38; 16:20; 20:21; 21:18; 24:6; II Chronicles 9:31;
12:16; 14:1; 16:13; 21:1; 26:2; 27:9; 28:27; 32:33;
33:20.

Certainly here is conclusive evidence that the
dead are not conscious-and that man does not
have an "immortal soul"!

Man to BECOME Spirit

1. Job once asked the question, "If a man die,
shall he live again?" What was Job's answer to his
own question? Job 14:14. What is the change Job
spoke of, and when will it take place? I Cor. 15:51
53.

2. Will Job, David and all those in the resur
rection be like God? Ps. 17:15. Is God spirit? John
4:24. Are they therefore to be composed of spirit
then? I Cor. 15:42-49. Compare this with I John
3:2.

3. Why were Adam and Eve not permitted to eat
the fruit of the "tree of [eternal] life" after they
sinned? Gen. 3:22-24. Note last part of verse 22.

COMMENT: This plainly shows that Adam and
Eve did not have immortality inherent in them
selves!

The "tree of life" symbolized the Holy Spirit
the way to eternal life. Adam was created incom
plete. He was created to need the Holy Spirit of
God in order to live forever. Adam, however, had to
choose whether or not he would accept the free gift
of the Holy Spirit. He chose (l Tim. 2:14, first
part), by disobeying God, not to receive the Holy
Spirit and was consequently cut off from access to
the tree of life! Here is yet another proof that no
man has eternal life inherent within himself.

When Did Paul Expect
to Be With Christ?

Some who believe that humans have immortal
souls use Philippians 1:23-24 as proof. Do these
verses overthrow all of the plain scriptures we have
studied? Let's understand what the Apostle Paul
meant.

1. Did Paul have a desire to be with Christ? Phil.
1:23.

COMMENT: All Christians should have the same
desire. But does this verse state when Paul would
be with Christ? Absolutely not! But people try to
read certain ideas into this verse! Let's notice when
Paul expected to be with Christ.

Lesson 5

2. Did Paul expect to receive something from
Christ when he met Him? II Tim. 4:6-8. And when
would that be-the time when Jesus returns and
all the saints are resurrected? Verse 8. Notice the
words "at that day."

3. When Christ returns, what will He bring with
Him? Isa. 40:10; Rev. 22:12. When will all (both
dead and living) Christians "meet the Lord"? I
Thes.4:16-17.

COMMENT: Those who are dead in their graves
are not conscious; they have no knowledge of pass
ing time. The very next moment of their conscious
ness will be the time of the resurrection! That is
why Paul wrote what he did in II Corinthians 5:9:
"Wherefore we labour [while yet alive], that,
whether present [alive in the flesh] or absent [dead
in the grave], we may be accepted of him."

The Apostle Paul often wrote about the resur
rection of Christians at the Second Coming of
Jesus Christ, and about the rewards they will
receive at that time. Paul expected to receive the
reward of his labors and to be with Christ at the
resurrection from the dead-the awesome event to
which every true Christian eagerly looks forward!

"Body, Soul and Spirit"

There are also some who claim that man is
"body, soul and spirit," misunderstanding I Thes
salonians 5:23. But they never seem quite sure
which of the two-the soul or the spirit-is immor
tal! Let's understand this expression.

1. What does the Bible reveal about "body, soul
and spirit"? I Thes. 5:23.

COMMENT: Does this verse really prove the "im
mortality of the soul"? Of course not! It does not
contradict all the plain verses we have already
studied.

Paul here referred to the MIND in man when he
used the word "spirit." And to the PHYSICAL LIFE
when he used the word "soul." And to the FLESH
when he used the word "body."

What's wrong with having your whole mind, your
life, and your body preserved blameless-preserved
from the penalty of sin-in anticipation of the com
ing of Christ? (See also II Corinthians 7:1.) That is
something we should all fervently desire!

How plain the Bible really is. Man is MORTAL,
corruptible flesh-organic matter with a tempo
rary life. He does not have eternal life inherent
within himself. He does not have an "immortal
soul"! He is a physical, fleshly creature destined to
die and turn to dust and remain that way-except
for the intervention of the Almighty-except for
the resurrection from the dead!
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Supplementary Reading
for all our
Students
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ADDITIONAL READING
FOR THIS LESSON

Send for your
free subscription to
the GOOD NEWS

The GOOD NEWS is a unique magazine!
Published without cost or obligation to you,
it is a full-color, top quality, superbly
written monthly publication for those who
seek true understanding of God's Word .
You'll read articles about God's glorious
purpose for mankind, on Christian living,
prophecy and much more. No vague
theories are expounded-only the inspiring
TRUTH of the Bible! How about some
"good news" for a change?

Use the convenient coupon
and envelope in this lesson
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The above literature is related to the
subject of this lesson and is highly

recommen ded readi ng. Use the enc losed
coupon and envel ope to request

your free copies.
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